
r930 

D 
f un
tation 
se in 

pro
. sig
ondi
ut of 
>rmal 
n or 
avor-
1gust, 
Rela
r and 
:h in 

! of 
spe
this 

ucers 
vas .3 

paid 
than 

rices, 
1 the 
ather 
on m 
tlook 
) ml S

y in
vhich 
pres
least 

·e of 
; the 

but
cold 

nting 
unds, 
year 

n the 
lit.ion 
year, 

the 
fact 

: are 
'and 
areas 
e not 

dis
feed 

ds a 
n in 

now 
m of 
time 

I, the 
igher 
; that 
f the 
ivail
ow
arket 
P ro

rnind, 
rying 
~r. 

been 
1tral-
1t the 
trend 
aliza-
elec-

MINNESOTA 
EXTENSION SERVICE NEW 

Published Monthly by the U niversity of Minnesota, Department of Agriculture, Extension Division 

Vol. X 

ead Regularly; 
Hour a Day Keeps 

Dullness Away 
By c. L. MCNELLY 

EEPING up on one's reading 
means keeping abreast of the 

changing t imes and in step with scien
tific progress. It probably means also 
do'.ng a lot of more or less random 
reading purely for its pleasure-giving 
or cultural value. 

The never ending quest for knowl 
edge is greatly facilitated through the 
reading of good books. The books 

D EAN W. C. COFFEY recom
mends these books for your 

January reading: 
Your Money's Worth, Chase and 

Sch link. 
Bambi, Felix Salten. 
'''The Changing Family, G. W. 

Fiske. 
*Farm Life Abroad, E . C. Bron

son. 
The Harvest, L. H. Bailey. 

*Not in University Farm library. 

may be varied and of great assortment 
of subjects and styles, but the plan 
of reading should be definitely worked 
out and should fo llow a well organ
ized system. 

Sometimes we let the day's work 
get the best of us and we neglect 
those things that for the moment seem 
trivial as compared with the great 
job of getting the work done. We 
should not minimize the financial value 
of keeping posted, nor the cultural 
value of history, poetry, fiction and 

(Contin'ued on Last Page) 

New Extension Dairyman 
Visits University Farm 

A B. NYSTROM, extension dairy
• man of the U. S. Department of 

Agriculture for the north central 
states, spent several days at Unive~
sity Farm during December. He is 
especially interested in the better dairy 
sires project, and had a conference 
relative to the Minnesota purebred 
si re campaign with dairy specialists 
H. R. Searles and E. A. Hanson, and 
Axel Hansen, campaign manager. 

Speaking before the Monday morn
ing extension conference, Mr. Ny
strom explained that extension dairy
men from the U. S. Bureau of Dairy
ing had recently been as igned to the 
west, east, south and north central 
districts, thus giving the Bureau its 
firs t fie ld contact with extension work 
in the various states. 

A feature of the work, he said, will 
be introducing the application of Men
del's law to practical breeding prob
lems. He pointed out that there is a 
growing demand for breeding schools 
at which livestock men may learn how 
to utilize scientific information in their 
breeding operations. 

or 1931, the E 
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Coming Events 
J anuary 5, 1931, Lamb Feeders' D ay, M orris Stat ion 
J anuary 7 to February 18, Creame1y Operators' Short Course, University Farm 
January 19 to 24J 1931, Farmeis' and Homemakers' Week. University Farm 

January 19, 1931, Recognition Banquet, M innesota Master Farm Homemakers 
January 20 , 1931, Recogn ition Banquet, Minnesota Premier Seed Growers 
January 21, 1931, An nual Convention , Minnesota Crop I mprovement A ssociation 
January 23, Annual Meeting, Minnesota Livestock Breeders' Association 

January 20 to 22, 1931 , Ann ual Convention, Minne-ota Fann Bureau. St. Paul 
February 9 to 13, 1931, Red River Valley Winter Shows, Crookston Station 
February 10-1 r, 1931, Annual Meeting , Centra l Co-operative A•s'n, St. Paul 
March 2 to 7, 1931, State Home Demon•tration Conference, University Farm 
March 4 to 6, 1931, Land Management Short Course, University Farm 
M arch 12 and 13 1931 , Annual Meeting, L and O'Lakes Creameries, Minneapolis 
March 26 to 28,' 1931, Horticulture Short Course, University Fann 
D I STRI CT ANNUAL EXTENSION CONFERENCES : 

A pril 28 and 29, l<ochester 
April 30 and May 1, Marshall 
May 5 and 6, Grand Rapids or Duluth 
May 7 and 8, Crookston 

Many Notebooks Kept 
In Home Management 

T HAT 90 per cent of the women 
enrolled in home management 1t1 

1930 kept notebooks is one of the out
standing facts g leaned from the an
nua l report of Miss Mary May Miller, 
specialist. The total enrollment for 
the year in eight counties was 2,041, 
including 314 local leaders. The num
ber of notebooks kept was 1,847, the 
number o-f women compl eting the 
project being 1,895. The per cent 
finish ing was 92.8. 

In addition to the grc;mp members, 
9,s30 other women were helped, bring
ing the total number reached by the 
project to II ,S7I. Homes adopting 
improved practices numbered 9,9s9, 
individuals adopting improved prac
tices totaling 10,723. The total of im
proved practices adopted was 34,204. 

Poultry Work Culls 
24,000 Slacker Hens 

S LACKER hens numbering 24,000 
went to the block in fi ve counties 

during 1930 as a result of poultry 
projects conducted by M iss Cora 
Cook, extension poultry specialist. 
Thi s number represented 2s per cent 
of the hens in the S3 r flocks reported 

culled in group conducted by 174 lo
cal leaders. 

Among other improvements made 
were 6S4 laying and brooder ~houses 
built or remodeled. A total of 1,191 
home made mash feeders were added 
in 630 flocks. A new feature of the 
1930 project were 22 poultry and egg 
marketing schools attended by 600 
enrolled members in 1 r counties. 
Sanitation in chick rearing was car
r ied on with 34 demonstration flocks 
in two counties. 

Result demonstrations conducted in 
323 flocks showed a return above ex
penses of $41,000. Of these demon
strations, 103 dealt with feeding for 
laying, 16s sanitation in chick rearing 
and SS consisted of foll-year flock 
records. 

The project reached in all nearly 
2 ,600 persons in 38 counties. Meet
ings were conducted in 21 of the~ 
counties. 

Milwaukee Gives Trips 
The Milwaukee railroad is very 

much interested in the progress of 
4-H club work. R. W. Reynolds, 
agricultural development commission
er, has just announced that the Mil
waukee will make a contribution 
which will enable 10 4-H members 
and two leaders to attend the 1931 
National Club Congress at Chicago. 

Come to Farmers'-Homemakers' Week 
A' LL r eaders of Extension Service News are invited to come to 

Farmers' and H omemakers' Week, to extend this invitation to their 
friends, neighbors, and co-workers, and to induce as many as possible 
to attend this year. 

A week full of scientific and practical knowledge about farming 
and homemaking. Lectures, demonstrations, exhibits, discussions, talks 
and conferences about livestock, crops, dairying, farm power and 
machinery, poultry, bees, orchards, gardens, schools, farm managing, 
clothing, food and home managing ~11 every hour of every day. Ten 
different subjects each hour from wh1ch to choose. 

Entertainments every noon and evening. Over a score of organiza
tions such as the Farm Bureau, ~faster Farmers, Crop Improvement 
asso~iation and Live Stock Breeders, hold their meetings at the Short 
Course. . . . 

o examinations to take. no fees to pay. Just come, parbc1pate ano 
enj oy. Many farmers and homel!lakers make this their :innual v~ca
tion, year after year. Meal on tile grounds, and rooms m the neigh
borhood at reasonable rates. 

The University cordially invites you to come. 
A. V. STORM, Director of Short Courses. 

o. 4 

Freeborn C aunty 
Leads M ove For 

State-Wide T est 
By R. \V. E.\Tll 

T E Tl 1 cows by mail thr ugh 
the i\linn sota tatewide ~ow Test

ing a ociation is getting nicely started 
in omc localities. ince the opening 
of the testing laboratory at University 
Farm, ovember 1, a numb r of h rds 
have had their second te t and m, ny 
new herds are being added daily. So 
far, samples have arrived at the labor
atory in very good shape o that ac
curate tests could be made. All of 
the boxes have been returned promptly. 
usually in 4 or s days from the date 
sent out. Iuch interest is al so shown 
in the f eding service many member 
having sent in lists of their feeds and 
a ked for help in balancing rations. 

Freeborn county, which was the 
pioneer county in e tablishing standard 
cow tes ting a sociation work, again 
takes the lead in adopting this plan of 
testing. o far, 19 creameries in this 
county have signed agreements to 
make this testing service available to 
their patrons. Winona county ranks 
second with seven er ameries signed 
up. Approximately a dozen other 
counties have done some work on thl' 
plan, so that in all about 4S er am
eries have agreed to cooperate. 

Gus l nudson, buttermaker of the 
Manchester c reamery in Freeborn 
county, stated that it was always easy 
to tell which of his patrons were test
ing because of the rapid improvement 
made in the herd as shown by size 
of cream check in comparison with 
other herds of like size not tested. 

Many prospective members welcome 
the plan of testing because no pub
licity is given to the records and be

( 'ont inued on Last P age) 

Clothing Project Helps 
Nearly 25,000 W omen 

T H E clothing project in Minnesota 
was given in 1 s ountics during 

1930 by the two specia lists, M. r.ois 
Reid and Eves Whitfield. The SJ!l'
cialists have ass isted Miss Gwendolyn 
W atts in Rice county, i\ I iss A nna . 
Olsen, H ennepin county, Miss Flor
ence Lang and II ·!en Gillett • in 
North and 'outh St. Loui s county 
and Miss Dorothy l wig in Duluth in 
conducting leader tra ining mcctin ~~. 
Mrs. Sylvia Shiras. Minneapolis, car
ried the work unassisted. 

A total of 3,701 women wen · en
rolled and instructed by 6o4 proj •ct 
leaders; 1 8,~ woi;i ·n were g iv n 
some help 111 clothmg prnhl ·ms by 
group members. , inety per cent cf 
all o f the members taking the proj ect 
rcportc.d that impr"vemcnts !~ad hec11 
made in methods of construct1 011, that 
new time- anrl energy-saving s win~ 
equipment had been provided and that 
more planning was done for econnmi · 
cal and hygenic cloth ing fo r th t: 
fa mily. 

tension Service News Wishes You the Best Year Ever! 
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A very fi celing and allogcther loo 
uricf perusal of many of the ann~al 

reports of the extension 
The New workers indicates an rn-

Year couraging and commen-
datory growlh of exten

sion achievements during the past 
yea r. 

ln many respects it was one of the 
most unsatis factory years that rural 
people have experienced. Not only 
was il a mosl difficult year from the 
standpoint of farm operations, wi th 
severe drouth and therefore lowl!r 
yic.ds per acre on the lighter soils, 
but the falling off of already de
pressed prices, entirely contr~ry ~o 
the expected and ord.nary relal1onsh1p 
between supply and demand, marked 
il as a year of paradoxes. 

Forlunalely the larger share of the 
income 0 f 1 l i nnesota farmers is de
ri vcd frum tltc sale of livestock prod
ucts. The ratio of feed costs to re
turns from thes products, particu
larly butlerfal, hogs and beef catt le, 
were such during the year as to leave 
a reasonable margin of profit. How
ever those farmers who dependt:d 
upo1~ the sale of grain for a cash in
come have sulTcred severe losses, even 
in rops lik flax and potatoes, be
cause of lhe low yields and re latively 
unsatis factory unit prices. 

The depress ion in industry has nol 
only afT cted the actua l economic situ
ation, but is pr bably the largest fac
tor in lhe psychology which seems to 
prl'vai I in many sections. In order 
that the Extension Service may con
tribute towards agricu llt1ral improve-
111c11l, it is cs entia l that we give full 
recognition lo this particular form of 
1 ychology and develop extension pro
gram with it in mind. 

It would seem tha t the cw Year 
will demand more attention lo deli nit ' 
•conomic information for the use o f 
fa rmers. The cost of production will 
be more important, if that is possible, 
thnn in the past. Lower prices, Light 
bu ing, and an u11ccrtain future are 
clcmculs that sure !~ demand a ll pos
sibl ' economies in agricultural pro
duction. 

Th • pring outlook meeting , which 
arc lo be s hcduled in as many coun
ties as pos ible, wi ll all mpt to fea 
ture price trend , production statistics, 
the probable d mand, so far as that 
c:i n be intelligently di cu cd, and the 
ndvi abl types of adjustm nt thal 
seem to warrant considera tion o f 
farmers for th new year's work. 
Thi s tat emenl is mad with full r 'c
og11 ition that mo t farmers wi ll of 
necess ity continue rather closely along 
the lines for whirh they ar equipprd. 
for which their land is best adapted, 
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and with which they have had mosl 
experience. That is not to say, how
ever that certain adjustments are not 
possible dealing with efficiency of 
production, volume of business, '!-nd 
the adoption of the best marketmg 
policies. 

The central office staff wishes to be 
of the greatest possible service in the 
development of county programs for 
the coming year. In every way that 
we may be of assistance, it should be 
the co-operative effort of all of us 
to develop our work to its largest 
achievements. May the New Year 
bring the largest measure . of sa~is
fact ion and reward lo each Extension 
worker fo r the effort expended in do-

work a l i t t 1 e 
ing his or her ~ 

mc;ire effectively ;;J ~ 
lh1s year than vr i- ' 
last. 

International Crop 
Society Elects Crim 

R ALPH F. CRIM, extension agron-
omist, is lhc new. secretary-treas

urer of the International Crop Im
provement association , having been 
elected at the annual meeting in Chi
cago during the International Live
stock Exposition. Mr. Crim succeeds 
K. E. Beeson of Purdue University, 
who was advanced to the presidency. 

Twenty-four states and two Cana
dian provinces are represented in the 
membership of the International asso
ciation, Minnesota being represented 
by the Minnesota Crop Improvement 
association. 

T he genera l object of the association 
is lo promote the agricultural interests 
of the various states and provinces, 
mphasizing the imp'rovement of field 

crops and seeds. The association is 
working to develop a national trade 
mark to be used on seed as a guar
antee of purity and quality. 

Dial for W LB Programs 
Extension workers throughout the 

state who have rad ios are re
quested to try tuning in on the Uni
versity Station, WLB, on Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday noons from 
12 :JO to I :oo, during which time Uni
versity Farm broadcasts arc made. 
Editor Kirkwood, D irector Peck, and 
others connected with the adminis
tration of these broadcasts, are inter
ested to find out how generally the 
programs arc capable of being re
cei ed. Kindly report to Mr. Kirk
wood the results of you r attempts to 
receive these broadcasts. Your co
operation in determining their effec
tiveness will be greatly appreciated. 
Also, if you have opportunity to ask 
farm folks in your community whether 
or not they arc listening in on the 
University Farm programs, kindly 
report on what they say. 

Searles Has Appendicitis 
II. R. Searles, extens ion dairyman, 

had an unpleasant Christmas. Taken 
ill on Monday, December 2-, he went 
to Roche ter on Wednesday and wa 
operated on for appendicitis on Christ
ma Day. A telegram received next 
morning at the state office from Mr . 

caries brought the glad news that 
H arold had survived the operation in 
good condition. No further word 
had been received up to this writing, 
but we tru t his recovery will be 
pccdy. Mr. Searles had not been 

entirely well for some weeks prior to 
th acute attack. 

"Bill" Olson Takes Up 
Agent Post in Hubbard 

A MONG the new agents in the ex-
tension family is William H. Ol

son of Cyrus, Minnesota. Mr. Ol
son's present address is Park Rapids, 
Hubbard county, where he succeeded 
John Horne as county agricultural 
agent, having begun work Novem
ber L 

Among the qualifications that fit 
Mr. Olson for the position of county 
agent are his experiences in extension 
work in cooperation with Frank Doug
lass in Stevens county, where he was 
leader of several 4-H clubs and as
sisted in many other extension activi
ties. These activities were carried on, 
not only in Stevens, but also in Pope 
where he met with community groups 
and conducted extension meetings. 
His major line of work at the agri
cultural college of the University of 
Minnesota was in animal husbandry. 
He was graduated in 1926 and then 
returned to his father's farm at Cyrus, 
Minnesota. 

"If you can't remember Olson, call 
me Bill," was the statement Mr. Ol
son made at one of his farm bureau 
unit meetings a short time ago. And 
so we welcome "Bi ll" Olson to the 
extension fami ly. 

Federal Poultryman 
Visits University Farm 

L H . SCHRADER, federal exten-
• sion poultry specialist, Washing

ton, D. C., spent December 7, 8 and 9 
at University Farm conferring with 
Miss Cora Cooke, extension poultry 
specialist, mainly in regard to plans 
for sanitation projects. Last year 
Miss Cooke conducted sanitation work 
with co-operators in \ i\Test Polk and 
P ennington counties, and plans to con
tinue during I9JI on a somewhat dif
ferent system. 

Miss Cooke and Mr. Schrader also 
held a meeting with the Record of 
P erformance committee of the Min
nesota Baby Ch ick association. They 
likewise conferred with the extension 
marketing specialists, Dvoracek and 
Silcox. 

Other features of Mr. Schrader's 
visit were a trip to the Land O'Lakes 
pl ant to study the turkey situation 
there, and a di scusison of the poul try 
project with the 4-H Club depart
ment. 

Book on Country Women 
" W HAT the Country ·women of 

the World Are Doing," is the 
title of a very interesting booklet 
chronicling the proceedings of the 
International Conference of Rural 
Women's Organizations, held in Vien
na, Austria, May 28 to JO, I9JO. This 
book contains more than 200 pages, 
and in addition to giving a formal re
port of the conference, presents a 
bird's-eye view of what rural women 
throughout the world are doing to 
better living conditions, further the 
aims of international friendship, and 
enrich country life generally. Miss 
Grace E. Frysinger, home economist 

f the central states, was one of the 
United States' delegates to this con
ference, and was a member of the 
Liaison committee. She announces 
that copies of the book may be ob
tained at 6o cents each. Orders may 
be sent to Miss Frysinger, care of 
the Office of Co-operative Extension 
Work, U. S. D epartment of Agricul
ture, Washington, D. C. 
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Houston News School 
Finds General Approval 

R EPORTS from H ouston county 
ind:cate that the news school held 

there early in December for 4-H club 
and women's project reporters pro
duced very satisfactory results. The 
school was sponsored by County Agent 
H. 0. Anderson, in co-operation with 
the five editors of the county, who 
provided a free lunch at noon for 
about 40 project leaders and reporters 
and 4-H club members who attended. 
Both Caledonia editors, P. W. Steff in 
of the Journal, and P . V . Ryan of 
the Argus, were at the luncheon. 

The program began at IO :JO with a 
talk on what to write and how to 
write it, using selected stories to illus
trate. Following the luncheon, the 
women were provided with paper, pen
ci ls a..1d prepared outlines giving in
structions for wr iting news, and each 
wrote a story which later was used 
for d:scussion. and criticism. Editor 
Ryan assisted with this phase of the 
program. 

The clay ended with visits to the 
offices of the Caledonia Journal and 
the Caledonia Argus, where the edi
tors explained just how copy is 
handled fro m the time it is received 
until it' appears in the printed paper. 
Great interest was shown in this 
feature. 

Following the meeting, many of the 
women expressed their enthusiastic 
approval of the event, and Miss Inez 
Hobart extension specialist in nutri
tion, ~ho conducted leader training 
schools in the county, later in the 
month, was also much impressed with 
the comments she heard regarding the 
school. 

Increase in 1931 U.S. Pig 
Crop Over 1930 Unlikely 

W ILL more sows, or fewer sows, 
be kept for farrowing next 

spring than last? This question was 
asked farmers at many Swine Out
look meetings this fall, and some in
crease for Minnesota was indicated. 
At six meetings in Murray cow1ty, 
for instance, out of J45 persons rep· 
resenting 195 farms, 24 said they were 
keeping more sows and 9 said fewer. 

Everything considered, however, it 
does not appear likely that more pigs 
wi ll be in feed lots next fa ll than 
were there last year, say S. B. Cle· 
land, farm management specialist. 
Although some increase in Miimesota 
is indicated, it should be kept in mind 
that this state is better situated with 
regard to feed than most others in the 
corn belt. 

Moreover, it should not be over· 
looked that the number of pigs saved 
per litter in the United States last 
spring was the .highest of the 8 years 
on record, something not likely to be 
dup licated in I9JL 

Miss Currier Returns 
Folks who attended the annual 

Christmas party, December 15, were 
delighted to see Miss Sadie urrier, 
extension clerical supervisor, among 
those present. Miss Currier returned 
to the office for the first time that 
day, although as yet she is working 
on ly a few hours daily until she fu lly 
recovers. Miss Currier was absent 
from the office more than two months, 
during which time she had three 
operations. Everyone is glad to have 
her back again. 
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Important 4-H Recommendations 
Adopted; Read Very Carefully 

JMPORT ANT recommendations adopted by a conference between the exten
sion agents' committee on 4-H club work, state 4-H leaders and extension 

specialists at University Farm, December IS, are summarized below. Read 
carefully. Lynn Sheldon, C. G. Gaylord, R. A. F ischer, C. M. Kelehan, and 

iss Gwendolyn Watts were the agents who attended the conference. One 
member, F. L. L iebenstein, was ill and could not be present. 

I. T hat individual 4-H clubs and 
counties be urged to suppor t and use 8. T hat purebred calves to be ex-
the national radio music programs, hibited at state fair must be registered 
sponsored by the U. S. Department in club members' name not later than 
of Ae;riculture. August I. Resolution passed with 

2. T hat crop projects b~ empha- unanimous vote of county agents. 
sized more, and that crop 1udges at 9. That an intermediate poultry 
county fa irs score 4-H club exhibits project be added consisting of rearing 
in garden. potato and corn. 200 chicks, so ducks or turkeys, or 

3. That lambs in pens at the Junior 25 geese, arti fi cially hatched; and an 
Livestock Show not be allowed to advanced project be added consisting 
compete fo r grand championship in of the managing of a flock of so pro-
the individual lamb class. ducing pull ets. 

4. That more emphasis be placed on IO. The boys' 4-H uniform selected 
advanced project work in all lines. by Texas and other states was rec-

. 5. That the ~ollo~ing .basis be used on~i~eT~~~t fores tr ro · ects su _ 
Jor representat10n m dairy calf class gested by forestry ;'pecfal i~ts be ca~-
at state fa ir: IO to 20 members-I . d 1 f "bl ' 

ta t" e. 21 to 4o-2 . 4I to ne on w 1ere eas1 e. 
represen iv • ' 12. That instead of the present team 
60-3 ; ov~r 60-4. . demonstrations in room furnishing, 

6. A dai ry product10n contest was demonstrations by individual club 
recommended, based on management members be substituted and that a 
of. one cow, a committee composed of county enrollment of IS be required 
Kittl eson, Se'.lrles and H anson to to quali fy a county for competition. 
work out details. I3. That health work be urged in 

7. T hat a class for dual-purpose all counties and that health examina-
calves be made at state fa ir, when IO tions be conducted at the 1931 state 
counties qualify with enrollments as fa ir. 
for other dairy calf work, and pro- I4. T hat state garden winners be 
viding necessary funds can be ra ised. selected on a county basis. 

Program for 4-H Music 
Appreciation Series 

THE National 4-H rad io program 
from II :30 to I2 :30, noon, central 

standard time, on Saturday, December 
6, I930, started the series of .musica l 
appreciation programs that will con
tinue on the fi rst Saturday of each 
month during the coming year. Fol
lowing a re programs fo r J anuary and 
February: 

Saturday, J anuary 3, 1931-English, 
Irish and Scotch music: Shepherd's 
Dance, German; Pomp and Circum
stance, E lgar; Loch Lomond, Folk 
tune; Annie Laur ie, Scott; Believe 
Me, If All T hose Endearing Young 
Charms, Moore; Shepherd's H ey, 
Grainger ; T une from County Der ry, 
Grainger. 

Saturday, February 7, I93 I-ltalian 
mus ic : "The Storm," from W ill iam 
Tell , Rossini ; 0 Sole 1v1io, Folk tune; 
"Anvil Chorus," from II Trovatore, 
Verdi· "Sextette" from Lucia, Doni
zetti ; ' "Quartet" from Rigoletto, 
\-erdi; "Dance of the Hours," La 
Gioconda, P onchiell i. 

Holstein Essay Contest 
Leaders should urge Holstein calf 

club members to take part in the na
tional Holstein essay contest. The 
subject is "What I Learned T hrough 
Calf Club Work in I930." Write 

about 500 words, and send essays to 
Earl J. Cooper, 230 East Ohio Street, 
Chicago. 

Minnesota has the record of having 
had the largest number of essays of 
any state each year. See "Calf Club 
News" fo r details of the contest. 

4-H Club Song Books 
Publ ication of the 4-H club song 

bu llet in will be discontinued, at least 
for the present. 

For clubs desiring special song 
books, it is suggested that the Na
tional 4-H Club Song Book which 
contains the best club songs, also the 
music, be used. These may be had 
at a yery reasonable cost from the 
National Committee on Club Work, 
360 North Mi.chigan Avenue, Chicago, 
Ill inois. 

The 4-H club members Handybook, 
published by the national committee. 
contains many good club songs. Club 
leaders and officers may get a free 
copy of this upon application to the 
committee. 

New 4-H Film Ready 
A new 4-H club film is available. 

The tit le is "Partners Three." This 
film may be had free of charge by 
paying transportation expense. Write 
to C. L. Venard, 702 South Adams 
Street, P eoria, Illinois. 

ER ICE NE\ 

Urge Club Winners To 
W rite "Thanks" Letters 

L ETTER of appreciation serve as 
one of the most effectiYe point of 

contact with those who upport club 
work by providing educational trips. 
cholar hips and other awards. Urge 

every club member receiving a prize 
to write a letter of "Thank You." 

The one who received the follow
ing letter derived so much satisfac
tion from it that it is giYen a a good 
model : 
"Dear Friend: 

"Having a ltended lbe Junior Livestock 
how this year, l wish 10 thank the people 

of South aint Paul and Saint Paul for 
the splendid cooperation in cnte1·tain ing t.he 
+·H exhib itors and providing money for 
prizes. and sale of animals and poultry. 

··r have attended 1he last three shows ancl 
bave enjoyed each more tl1<111 the first. 
When I returned from my first tri1> I gave 
a report to the l>upils in the country school 
which I attended. I will report this year 
at our 4-H club meeting or our local Farm 
Bureau meeting. 

"In our loca l cl ub of which my mother 
is lhe leader, we had 50 members enroll 
tl1is year. Our club ("The Central Hus
tlers") was organized in 1927 with 27 mem· 
bers enrolled. \Ve hold ou r meetings the 
first Friday in every month. We won a 
sil ver loving cup, last year, for the out
standing club in the co unty . Vic hope to 
win it again thi s year because then we 
keep it for good. W e hold a tour every 
year. This yea r we held a tree planting 
ceremon y on the loca l school gro unds dur· 
ing the noon hour the day of our tour. 
Our goal is a hundred per cent finish up 
club. 

"I enjoy 4-H club work and I am going 
to belong to it as long a I can and help 
it grow in every way I can. 

"I have been a 4-lI member for 4 years, 
my brother for 6 and my sister for 3 
) ears. This year I enrolled in baby heef, 
sewing and poultry. The sewing booth from 
our club took second at tbe county fa ir. 

"The first l ear I attended the show I 
exhibited a baby beef. This year and last 
year I exhibited a pen of fat turkeys. My 
brother attended four shows. Last year 
and this year he did not go. Last year he 
got the measles and could not go. This 
year I was tbe onl y one from our family 
to go. 

"I hope I will be able to go next year. 
"Yours for better club work, 

HIRLEY BA SSETT, 
Nobles County." 

l .H .C. Giving $50,000 In 
Ag College, Scholarships 

T 0 commemorate the one-hundredth 
a.nni·versary of the invention of the 

reaper by Cyrus McCormick, the In
ternational Harvester Company offers 
4-H club members IOO agricultural 
co llege scholarships of $soo each. Any 
boy or girl in the United States who 
will be of college age by September, 
I932, and who is a member of a 4-H 
club March 31, I931, may compete. 

A special judging committee will 
select the IOO winners on a plan based 
on the relative value to agriculture 
of the 4-H club service performed by 
the contestants between January I, 
l93I, and October I, 1931. The con
testants from each state will be re
ported to the judging committee soon 
after October i, I93I. All names 
must be submitted before November 1, 
I93I, together with details of the 
qualifications of each candidate. 

In order to secure representation on 
all lines of work carried as projects 
in the 4-H club program, these schol
arships will be allotted to the differ
ent projects as follows: corn 16, cot
ton 7, small grains 6, potatoes 3, to
bacco 2, baby beef 6, pig IO, sheep 4. 
dairy I6, poultry 8, open, including 
home economics, 22. 

Use of these scholarships must be
gin within one year of the date of 
the announcement o f the award. Forty 
of the scholarships are allotted to the 
central section consisting of 14 stat<'s, 
including Minnesota. 

Porter Grain Show Wins 
High Praise from Crim 

W IT! 1 four countic· parti ipating 
and ' different e.-hibitors show

ing high-eta s amplcs, the Big-4 
Grain ho\ , held at Porter in Yellow 
:\ledicine county, December io, II and 
12, wa one of I he finest di trict crop 
hows e\'er held in the tate, accord-

ing to l~alph F. rim, exten ion 
agronomist. 

The c,·ent w<i. pon ored by the 
Big-4 rop J mprovement assoc:1ation, 
which include hippcwa, Y llow 
:\fcdicinr, Lac qui Parle and Lincoln 
counties. Thi · organization originated 
more than 10 years ago a the hip
pewa 'ount) rop Improvement as
so iation, and later became the Tri-
·ounty ·rop LmproYement a sociation, 

of hipp ·wa, L•c qui f'arle ana Yel
low l\ledicine counties. This year Lin
coln county was added. Each year the 
association ponsor a grain show, 
these eYent now being rotated be
t ween the counties. 

In addition lo the part it plays in 
the program of the general organiza
tion, the Porter Seed Growers' asso
ciation carries on a worth-while pro · 
gram for crop improvement in its own 
communit y, in cooperation with th · 
farm bureau, the agricultural ext n
sion service and the 1'1 innesota expcri 
mcnt station. During the past 2 years 
this association has sponsored varict} 
trials on barley, oats and Aa..x, and 
put on a number of farm demonstra
tions with recommended varieties. An 
annual lour and picnic has been con
ducted to give local people an oppor
tunity to study the re ults from the 
various trial plots and d monstrations. 
Plans a re b ing made for the third 
year's trials during the comin g 
summer. 

Lake of Woods Sponsors 
Land Clearing Contest 

Timber land burned over in a fire 
which swept about 90,000 acres in 
Lake of the Woods county a year ago 
is being put under cu ltivation through 
the stimulus of a land clearing con
test. The Baudette Chamber of om
merce is sponsoring the event in co
operation with ounty Agent Mc-

amus, a member of the chamber's 
agricultural committee. Up to De
cember I, 18 entries had been re
ceived, about 400 acres having already 
been cleared. One hundred dollars 
has been appropriated by the chamber 
for prizes, which will be presented 
in the form of clover or a lfa lfa seed. 
First priz will he $25, and lhcr · will 
be others of $20, $15 and four $10 
prizes. The contest began October I 
and wi ll end :-.lay IS, by which tim(: 
it is hoped to have r,ooo acres cleared, 
says Mr. McCamus. 

Buy Back Champion Beef 
Brown county's champion baby 

beef reared by arl Si rk of Lake 
Wil~on, furnished choice roasts for 
475 plates al a barb<.·cue banquet, spon 
sored by the Southwestern Minnesota 
Livestock Breeders' association, al 
Sleepy Eye early in December. The 
prize beef was purchased by the asso 
ciation at the Minnesota Junior Live
stock Show. The: banquet was at 
tended by more than 400 livestock 
breeders, 4-H club workers. farnwr~ 
and business men from Brown, Mui 
ray Renville, Cottonwood. Watonwan 
ana' H.c:dwood counties. Prof. W. lI. 
Peters was on · of the sp ·akers. 



4 

State Staff Christmas 
Party Is Big Success 

S fX T Y-FO UR ex tension folks, in-
cluding the sta te office sta ff and a 

number o f county and distri ct work
ers, a ttended the annual Christmas 
party held Mon day noon, December 
15. Good wi ll and a good deal of 
hila rity per vaded the annual distribu
tion o f gi fts and verses. 

O ut-o f town fo lks included County 
A gents Kelehan, S heldon, Gaylord 
a11d F ischer ; H ome LJemonstration 
Agent Gwendolyn A. W alls; and Dis
tr ict Club Agents S tegner, Pflughoeft 
and Giberson. These folks happened 
to be a t U ni versity F arm attending 
the 4-H club conference and joined in 
the merrymaking. 

Some spir ited singing was led by 
Pau l J. Leach, music instructor of the 
School o f Agri culture, who appeared 
in the gui se of SL N ick. In a very 
brief ceremony, F rank Brown and 
Miss J ulia 0. Newton, las t year's 

hristmas king and queen, passed 
their rowns and robes a long to W. A . 
Bi llings and M iss ora ool~e . T his 
pair then parce lled oul the gt fts. 

Du ring the luncheon, a letter bear
ing hrislmas g reetings to I:I. c;;. 
Zavoral, a mbassador to Russ ia 111 

cl1argc d'af!aircs pork and bacon, was 
signed by a ll present. T he co.mmtitee 
in charge of the party consisted of 
J. F . K uehn, chairman, F rank Brown, 
I arker A nderson, and the Misses 
Dorothy S tri ke and Eves Whit field. 

Back from Denmark 
Mr. and M rs. Martin Hansen re

turned to Waseca county ear ly in 
December, following their three 
months' visit in Denmark where M r. 
H ansen a t tended the golden wedding 
anniversary o f his pa rents and ca lled 
0 11 r ·la tives he had not seen for 18 
years. T he couple visited Norway, 
Sweden, and Germany also. W e have 
requested M r. Hansen to prepare some 
11otes giv ing us the hi ghlights o f his 
obs •rva lions wi th regard to extension 
work and agriculture in Denmark, and 
hope to be able to publish st>methmg 
on thi. next month. 

The 1930 Un it.eel S tates corn crop 
o f 1mder 2,100,000,000 bushels is the 
smallest since i 9or. 

Balmer Says "Merry 
X mas" With Apples 

Tl I U RS I Y . ju l a week before 
"hri>tmas. brought ext nsion 

'folks of the sta le office a delect
able surpr ise fro m good old a int 

ick, a lias Frank E. Balmer, in 
the form of a la rge box of luscious 
apples. The wrappers indica ted 
that [r. Balmer beli eves in patron-
1z111g home ind ustries, as the 
fruit was pack d by the W cnat
ch ·c l istri cl -opera live Asso
ciatiou, \ ¥ena tchc ', W ashington. 

Inte res ting ly •nough. the apples 
were of th' "Jim Hill" brand, and 
the wrapper bore likenesses of the 
famous rail road builder and fo rmer 
St. Paul cit izen. "From a turc's 
Cho~cn 1\ pplc Land" i the slogan 
umkr which the \ •natchcc g row
ers arc marketing their very superb 
fruit. 

l'Cd lc ·s lu say, we were very 
happy to t·o-opcralc wilh Lr. 
Hahner in di sposing £ any po -
siblc surpl w . and we extend to 
him our warmest thanks. 
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Freeborn Leads in Move 
For State-Wide Test 

(Concluded from P age r ) 

cause they may start testing any month 
they wish. These points, and the fact 
that it is unnecessary to board a tester 
one day each month, are some of the 
ma in reasons why a number of fa rm
ers have adopted this test. 

The procedure that has proven most 
effective in introducing this plan of 
tes ting is to secure a meeting wi th 
creamery boards, either at a regular 
month ly meeting or a special meeting, 
where the plan can be explained. A 
chance for discussion usua lly fo llows, 
be fo re a vote is taken, so that each 
member of the board understands j ust 
how the test operates. A lso there is 
a general feeling that this meeting 
should be held before the ann ual 
meeting so that it can be put up to 
the creamery patrons at annual meet
ing time as something the board has 
adopted for the benefit of patrons. 
T his fact alone helps lo bu ild confi
dence jn the various communities. 
T hen, too, there wi ll like ly be a few 
members testing by the t ime of the 
annual meeting so that they may tell 
others j ust how the plan operates. 

Read Regularly ; An Hour A 
Day Keeps Dullness Away 

(Co ncl uded from P age r ) 

other subjects avai lable tn every 
library. 

What may we get from books? A 
partia l answer might be : 

T he best use of English by the 
creators of the language. 

I deas and ideals of the world's 
g reatest t hi nkers. 

W it and humor by the funny men 
of the past and present. 

The fo lklore of our ancestors
thc poetry of the bards. 

Science written in popula r or 
technical style as you want it, by 
those who have spent their lives in 
the search for truth. 

An insight into human nature and 
a better understanding of human r e
la tion ships. 
These th :ngs and more may be got

ten from books. In fact, most of the 
know ledge of the universe has been 
put in type and is on a nearby book 
shelf. Shall we not r ecognize this as 
an opportunity and resolve to read on 
the average of one hour a day during 
IQ3 r ? Books in the U niversity Fa rm 
library a re available to county agents 
by paying cost of postage. 

Banks Back 4-H Calendar 
Lac qui Parle county will have a 

fine 4-H club calendar this year fi 
nanced cooperatively by the banks of 
the county. Many new ideas concern
ing 4-H clubs wi ll be incjuded, as well 
as a number of features of in terest to 
rural schools. The calendar will be 
ready December l fo r distribution to 
every home from which enroll ments 
a rc received for club work in r93r. 

Jacob Goes Specialist 
. W . Jacob, former Aitkin county 

agent, and brother of L. 0 . Jacob of 
A noka county, became marketing spe
cialist fo r the Oklahoma ag college. 
on D ecember r. He had been county 
agent in reek county, Oklahoma. 

" pirilua l values have taken refuge 
in rural places." - Frank Lowden, 

aunty Li fe Conference. 

Farm Economics 
Conducted by W. L. Cavert 

Commodity Prices Permanently Lower 

1"' H E recent drop in commodi ty prices is, in la rge measure, a permanent drop 
to a lower level. T his is the view of Doctors W arren and P earson, pro

fessors o f agr icultural economics at S:ornell U n_iver?ity. This is indic:ated by 
the fo llowing quotation fro m an a rticle of theirs 111 the Novem~er issue of 
Farm E conom'.cs, published by the New York state college of agriculture. 

"Business Cycle v s. F inancial Deflation 
"P er iods of active business in their later stages usually develop into fever

ish activity buyi ng in advance of need, and speculation. Such periods are 
commonly fo llowed by a busine?s reaction .. This is ca lled th.e business ~ycle . 
We are now in the reaction penod of a busmess cycle, but this 1s no ordmary 
business cycle, because we are in a period of fi nancia l deflat ion, with commodity 
prices moving to a permanently low~r 
level that is, a period when gold 1s 
rising in value. In an ordinary busi
ness cycle, some price recessions oc~ur, 
but pr ices again r ise to their prev10us 
level. The major portion of the drop 
this time is to a permanently lower 
leve l. 

"Ever s ince prices began to r ise in 
the war period, the normal expecta
ti on has been that money would return 
to its pre-war value as it did fo llow
ing the Napoleonic W ars and the 
Civil War. T he high prices, t hat is 
the low value of gold, resulted in de
creased mining and now we have an 
active demand of gold to build up 
moneta ry stocks. In order to have 
stabl e prices, the increase in gold pro
duction should keep pace with the 
increase in production of other com
modities. Of course there might be 
a world-wide movement to use less 
gold and more paper, but most of the 
world has had such a fl ood of paper 
that it is very anxious to build up 
gold reserves. A world-wide move
ment to use less gold might develop 
afte r a period of war and inflation. 

"Confusion of this phenomena with 
the ordinary business cycle has led 
most persons to believe that the trouble 
is world-wide overproduction of com
modi ties. T he present cessation of 
business act ivity will lead to a short
age of goods, but there is no expecta
t ion that prices will rise ·materially. 
P robably prices will rise somewhat 
when business begins actively, but only 
to drop to a still lower level w ith the 
next period of depression. There is 
every expectation that gold will be
come more valuable than it was before 
the war , that is, that i'n the next IO 
years wholesale pr ices of other com
modi ties will go below the pre-war 
level. 

"The wholesale price level in t he 
U ni ted States is now only about one
half of what it was at the peak in 
1920. It is a serious mistake to as
sume that this decl ine is due to the 
increase in quantity of a ll commodi
ties. When a striking decl ine in the 
entire price structure occurs, buying 
stops, unemployment occurs, and we 
have the appearance of a surp lus of 
everything. 

"Business cycles and unstable money 
are not inevitable, but much more 
scientific attention wi ll have to be 
g iven to these before the problems 
can be solved." 

Harder to P ay D ebts 

Evidently, if the W arren-Pearson 
view is correct, fa r mers who have a 
heavy load of indebtedness wi ll find 
it harder to meet interest and tax s 
in the future than in the past 5 years, 
for as prices go down, it takes· more 

pounds of butterfat, hogs and cattle, 
and more bushels of grain to meet 
taxes and interest. 

T hey suggest, in the article quoted, 
that whi le it is ha rd to tell normal 
value under present chaotic conditions, 
probably the bes t guide is by com
pa rison with pre-war or 1910-14 
values. In October , the farm prices 
of agricultura l commodities, as re
ported by the U . S . Department of 
Agricultu re, were 6 per cent above 
pre-war. A t the same time, prices of 
non-agr icultura l commod'. ties were 31 
per cent above pre-war. By the pre
war pri ce test, agricultura l commodi
ties a re very cheap compared with 
other commodities. 

The fo llowing table shows the 
Minnesota fa rm prices fo r certain 
commodities fo r October, 1930, com
pared with the average of the October 
prices in the years 1910-14, inclusive, 
as reported by the U . S . Depar tment 
of Agriculture: 

Hogs, per cwt . ... $1. 90 
Beef cattle, per cwt. 5.90 
Butterfat, per lb .. . *. 36 
Chickens, per lb. . . . 1 3 
Eggs, per doz. . . . . . 2 7 
W heat, per bu. . . . .57 
Corn, per bu. : . . . . . 5 I 
O ats, per bu . . . . . . .23 
Barley, per bu. . . . .33 
Rye, per bu. . . . . . .29 
P otatoes, per bu. . . .75 

$6.74 
4.64 
*.3 1 

. I O 

.24 

.go 

. 51 

.34 

.60 

.65 

.4 5 

II 7 
127 
II6 
1 30 
Il 2 
63 

100 
68 
56 
45 

166 

* Average month ly prices fo r 92-score 
butter . 

It is evident that, upon the whole, 
prices of livestock and butter fa t have 
held up better than grain prices. 
W hile livestock and dairy producers 
have a reduced income, their income 
is holding up much better than that 
of those who depend on the sale of 
crops. Butterfat, eggs and hogs have 
fa llen in price since November, but 
livestock prices are sti ll holding up 
relatively well compared w ith g rain. 

Corn is the only grain crop that is 
up to the normal pre-war price. The 
relatively high price of corn is due to 
the fact t hat it is the shortest crop 
fo r the United States since 1901. 

Grain is certain to be used gen
erously at present prices, and wi th a 
short crop of feed gra in, the supply 
wi ll be closely used up by t11e time 
that a new supp ly is ava ilable. 

According to the November Depart
ment of A gricul ture r eport, Minn!'"" 
sota in 1930 was the fourth state m 
corn production, being exceeded by 
Iowa, Illinois, and Nebraska. 
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