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Several Farm Tours 
Are Planned for July 

If extension workers a re looking fo r 
tours as a summer diver sion or means of 
study, they may take their pick of several 
in J uly- the N orthwest F arm Managers' 
tour , J uly 13 to 16 ; a Red River Valley 
tour , which is a continuation of the Great 
Northern Rai lway 's campaign fo r the 
control of sow thi tie and other weeds, 
July 9 to II ; and a fi eld crop tour, 
under the super vision of R. F . Crim. 
July 9 to 11. T he programs fo r these 
tours look extremely tempting. 

The Northwest Farm M anagers' tour 
is to be put on jointly by the Minnesota 
F arm Managers' association and the 
Northwest Farm Managers' association, 
whi ch is composed largely of N orth 
Dakota fa rm manager s. The N orth Da
kota group wi ll leave F argo by .a?tomo
bi le about noon July 13, arnvmg at 
M o;ris in the evening, where they will be 
j oined by others who will take the tour. 
On Monday the tourists w ill visit farms 
in the vicinity of M orris, A ppleton, P or
t er and Marshall. A chicken dinner will 
be 'served at the fa rm of T illman Thomp
son, two miles southeast of Appleton. 
The night will be spent at Marshall. The 
next day among the farm s visited will 
be that o f F. E . Lindsey, one of Minne
sota's Master Farmers, 24 miles from 
Marsha ll. Lunch will be taken at Adri
an and after visiting other farms, the 
to~rists wi ll spend the night at W orth
ington. W ednesday, July 16, the tour
ists will visit, among other places, two 
Master Farmers' farms-that of L. E. 
Potter Springfi eld, and that of F . J . 
Sheffie.Id, five miles north of the P~tter 
farm. L unch will be taken at Spring
fi eld. Of special interest, also, wi!l be a 
visit to the Gilfi llan farms at Gilfillan, 
16 miles from the Sheffield farm. In 
these fa rms are included 1,6oo acres un
der direct management , and 4,900 acres, 
with 23 sets of bui ldings, under lease. 
The tour wi ll close with a barbecue lunch 
at Ramsey State Park, Redwood F alls. 

T he R ed River Valley tour wi ll begin 
at B reckenridge, W ednesday, J uly 9. The 
tourists will make a special study of 
farms where weeds have been kept under 
control by various means. Lunch will be 
taken at Climax at noon Wednesday, 
July 9, and the party w il 1 spend the 
night at Grand F orks. ~hursday the 
tour will be resumed, carrymg the party 
to Lar imore and on to Morden, M an., 
where a banquet supper will be served. 
Friday will be given to a trip to the 
Dominion Experiment F arm. A rrange
ments have been made to take those who 
care to go on to W innipeg for a visit to 
the Manitoba Agricultura l College and 
the experimental wheat laboratory. 0. R. 
Grover, county agent of W ilkin county, 
and A . W. Aamodt, of P olk county, are 
making special arrangements to interest 
fa rmers in the obj ectives of this tour. 

T he fie ld crop tours are really trip 
tours-one from Porter on July 9, one 
from Tracy, J uly 10, and one from Com
frey, J uly 1 I. The Community Seed 
Growers' associa ti on is sponsor ing the 
P orter tour, which will be participated 
in by farmers and county agents from 
four counties. T he Farmers' E levator is 
sponsoring the Tracy tour , with Lyon, 
Redwood, and M ur ray counties taking 
pa rt. The Farmers' E levator is also 
backing the Comfrey tour, co-operating 
with the Wan-Bro-Cot Crop I mprove
ment associa tion, an organization repre
senting W atonwan, Brown, and Cotton
wood count ies. A mong the speakers of 
these tours will be Mr. Crim, Mr. P eck, 
and some member of the agronomy di
vision, U niversity Farm. 

Pamphlet to Explain 
Cow-Testing Project 

Details with regard to the objectives 
and method of developing the work of 
the M innesota State-Wide Cow-Testing 
association are to be given in an exten
sion pamphlet. Copy for the pamph let 
has been prepared by H. R. Searl es and 
is now in the printer 's hands. The pam
phlets should be ready fo r distribution 
within a short time. 

The pamphlet points out what the or
ganization of the new association will 
mean to farmers, to creamery communi
ties, and to the state a t large. It fu r
nishes informat ion as to the pl an and 
methods of procedure in the organization 
of local uni ts and in the main objective 
of the association, that of testing the 
cows of individual farmers. 

Forward! 
times be confronted with difficul ties 

T H E county agent surveys the whole 
of rural America. He may at 

and perplexities but these do not dis
courage h im. It is h is privi lege to 
ser ve what is primary and fun da
menta l in the Ii fie of the nation. 

H e sees A merica at its best. He 
may lead armies but they are engaged 
upon a mission fo r the public welfare. 
These people, possessed of devotion to 
he soil , may not read ily express them
selves, but they are gaining wo rds and 
confidence. 

As stated by Calvin Coolidge, "Ag
r icu lture holds a position in this coun
try that it was never before able to 
secure anywhere else on earth." 

There is determination throughout 
the la nd that this ideal shall be main
tained: that agriculture, as it always 
has, sha ll occupy an impor tant place 
in American li fe . 

The county agent has a great oppor
tunity to serve. 

-F. E. Balmer. 

Rain Could not Spoil 
the Extension Picnic 

The wea ther man appa rently resented 
the extension d.ivision's fa ilu re to selllc 
with him in advance as lo the bra nd o f 
weather to be di spensed on Jun e 16, the 
clay set for the division's annual picnic. 
\ i\Thatever the cause, said weather man 
certain ly handed out tha t day a var iety 
of weather, with pccia l allention lo the 
k ind rega rded wi th favor I y clucks. 11 ' 
made the weather good when it did not 
make much difference whether it wa 
good or bad , and he made it bad when it 
should have been goocl-whenev r some 
interes ting sport event seemed to be get
ting well under way. H owever , while he 
dampene~ the clothes o f the pickni kers, 
he fail ed to subdue the ir spirits. 

The supervi ors seem to have had the 
ad vantage in the sports program, up to 
the point at which the weather man put 
an end to the contes ts. T he supervisors 
won in the ladies' rolling-pin throwing 
contest which counted 30 points, and in 
the men's diamond ball game which 
counted so points. The specialis ts won 
the g ir ls' volley ball gam , fo r a total 
o f so points. The men' horseshoe con
test was le ft unfinished, with Martensen 
and Zavoral pa ired off against J acob and 
Watson, and waiting fo r a chance " to 
go." 

P eck and Kuehn seemed to be headed 
for the horseshoe honors, having de f at
ed Parten and Tolaas, and F reeman and 
Larson. But then they were outdone by 
Jacob and Watson. This left the latter 
team to meet Martensen and Zavoral, 
when the gong sounded for dinn r. By 
the time dinner was over, the "all wet" 
weather man became "nawsty" and broke 
up every attempt to continue the pro
ceedings. 

The box score o f the diamond ball 
game foll ows, with its revelations as to 
hits and runs. T he scorer seems to have 
omitted a record o f errors. Perhaps 
there were none. 

Supervisors AB R H Specialis ts 
Kuehn 1 b 6 3 3 Geddes, c 
La rson 2b 4 o 1 Tlu ntemer 1 b 
Clela nd cf 3 3 2 Scarles, p-1s 
J ake c s 3 3 Anderson 1s-p 
McNcll y 1 s 4 2 3 Mar tensen 2b 
P eck p 4 3 3 Zavoral 3b 
Brown, F. rf 5 3 5 Cavcrt c f 
Balmer rs 5 3 3 Frcemfin,R . rs 
Peck, W .A. If 3 3 3 W atson, J r. rf 
W atson, 3b s r Bill ings If 

Innings 

24 2 7 

2 

S upe r visors 9 6 
Speciali sts o 3 

mpire: Tolaas. 
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The big feature of the day, of cou rse, 
was the picnic dinner, ser ved by the men, 
with H. R. Searles as mas ter chef and 
master o f ceremonies. The dinner was 
a roya l feast. 

The picnic was held at Gerber's place 
on Lake J osephine. 
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Each day seems to add to the respon
sibi lities and the number of ta •<S that 
arc pressed upon extension field workers. 

This is particularly 
H e Who Runs true of county agri-

. cultural agents and 
Needs Time home demonstration 
to Read agents, for each added 

project or each added 
contact made with some individual in
creases not only opportunity for service 
but responsibility as well. The annual 
reports from the agents indicate .that each 
year secs the number o [ tasks 111creased 
and the resulting amount of service to
taling up to a larger significance. 

All this means that the agents are 
taxed to their utmost to maintain this 
service. To find any lime for self-im
provement is a real difficulty. It would 
seem that it is essential, however, to 
devise ways by which agents may read 
while they run. 1 f time can not be 
taken from the job for sel £-improvement, 
then opp rlunities for improvement must 
be so arranged and developed as lo be 
brought to the workers in a form and 
cont nl of ul jcct matter that can be 
read while the agent runs. 

Looking forward to this situation it 
ha been prop lSed that a reading course 
be developed in economic , as a starter, 
featuring the mark ting f farm prod
ucts. 1 t is proposed that this course be 
offered to the field workers without credit 
in the university, wholly as a means of 
reaching the interested agents with mod
ern up-to-date subject matter material. 
It will be necessary to charge a fee suf
ficient to cover the co t of postage and 
mimeographing of material, and, as -soon 
as the plans are completed, interested 
ag nts will be requ~sted to regi~ter. 

If this cour e 1s well received and 
L'em to be ·ucces ful in its purpose, 

oth •r courses may he devised along other 
lines and eventually credit may be con
sidered as one of the end to be obtained. 
The principal idea, however, at thi time, 
is to permit field workers lo ~cad i:ia
tcrial with which they are workmg cla1ly, 
while' thev arc on Lhe job. Thi may 
r quire s· me rcorganizati n . of .the 
ag-cnt's work and may mean takmg tune 
off at staled intervals. 

\Ve shall be glad to hear from any 
agents or any other field workers that 
car to cxpre an opinion about thi 
propo~al. · F. \\'. I . 

EXTE~SJO.' SERVICE NEWS 

SHE COULDN'T SEW, BUT-
1frs. Dunn, one of the clothing project 

leaders of Rock county, celebrated the 
completion of Project I in verse , which 
show strikingly the spirit with which the 
clothing project members take hold of 
their work. The first stanza, which fol
lows, is typical of the whole. 
Somebody said that she couldn't sew, 
But she with a chuckle replied, 
That maybe she couldn't but she would he one 
Who wouldn't say so till she tried. 
So she buckled right in with a trace of a grin 
On her face. If she worried she hid it; 
She started to sing as she tackled the dress 
That couldn't be made. And she made it. 

Donovan Now Heads 
North Central School 

Announcement was made after the re
cent meeting of the Board of Regents of 
the University, that R. L. Donovan had 
been appointed superintendent of the 
North Central School of Agriculh1re and 
Experiment Station at Grand Rapids, to 
fill the vacancy caused by the resignation 
of Otto I. Bergh. 

The extension staff regrets the loss of 
Donovan from its membership but con
gratulates him upon his promotion. A 
statement prepared in the office of Dean 
Coffey contains a brief summary of his 
services to agriculture. This statement 
is as fo llows: 

"Raymond L. Donovan was graduated 
from the School of Agriculture, Univer
sity Farm, in 1905; and from the College 
of Agriculture, Forestry, and Home Eco
nomics in 1909· His ambition, as a stu
dent, was to be a farm manager, and, 
upon graduation, he took charge of the 
Boulder Bridge Farm of 300 acres on 
Lake Minnetonka. Later he was man
ager of the Hickory Island farm of 3500 
acres near Austin ; of the Mayowood 
farms of 3500 acres near Rochester, and 
assistant manager of the Schermerhorn 
farms of 20,000 acres in Mahnomen. coun
ty. Mr. Donovan also had charge of 
fifteen demonstration farms in the north
ern part of the state for the University 
Department of Agriculture. . 

"For two years Mr. Donovan was with 
the Department of Farm Management, 
University of Illinois; and since 1926 he 
has been with the extension division of 
the University Department of Agricul
ture as specialist in dairying and farm 
management. . 

"11fr. Donovan is a native of Minne
sota and he is thoroughly acquainted with 
the agriculture of the state. He is es
pecially skilled in dairying and farm 
management and in these subjects he is 
a most effective teacher." 

Harris Is at Ames 
Harold L. Harris, publicity specialist, 

is laking his vacation. He is improving 
the shining moments of his annual leave 
by garnering wisdom at Iowa State Col
lege. where he expects to complete work 
for his bachelor' degree. He writes that 
everything is lined up for his graduation 
this summer. 

Donovan Has Lame Hand 
R. L. Donovan has been having a 

nasty time with an infected hand. It 
necessitated his being in the hospital for 
several clays. Latest reports show im
provement and Ray is on the go as 
u ual. 

hily, r930 

Trade Conference Open 
For Extension Agents 

A national trade conference of repre
sentatives of farmers' co-operative asso
ciations is to be held at Ohio State Uni
versity, Columbus, Ohio, July 7 to 12, 
in connection with the sixth annual meet
ing of the American Institute of Co
operation. In addition to directors and 
officers of co-operative associations and 
co-operative leaders, county extension 
agents also are to be given the oppor
tunity to attend the conference. The ex
tension service of the U. S. Department 
of Agriculture states that this opportu
nity is given to extension workers be
cause of the advantages which the con
ference offers to the agents to gain addi
tional information regarding the co-opera
tive movement. A six-weeks' course deal
ing with agricultural co-operation has 
been arranged by the Institute and Ohio 
State University, to be given June 16 to 
July 23. This course will entitle those 
completing it to credit toward a degree 
if desired . . 

U. Instructor Issues 
a Book on Millinery 

A book admirably suited to assist in 
millinery work, in connection with cloth
ing projects, has been issued by Miss 
Carlotta Brown of the home economics 
division of the University Department of 
Agriculture. The book does not discuss 
styles or the vogue of the ·moment. The 
title of the book is "1Iillinery Processes." 
It i publi shed by Ginn & Company, Bos
ton, and it has been the object of both 
the author and the publishers to produce 
a book so simple and direct in its instruc
tion by text and illustration as to enable 
the student to grasp easi ly the principles 
involved. 

The book discusses such sub jects as 
bindings, blocks and blockings, brim 
coverings, casings, color, crown cover
ings, edge finishes, fabric, frames, fac
ings, folds, flowers and fruit ornaments, 
linings, measurements, modeling, patterns, 
pressing, renovating, r ibbon hats, ribbon 
trimmings, seams, stitches used in mil
linery, straw and horsehair braids, hat 
selection, working equipment, and many 
others. 

Lac qui Parle Now 
Has Home Dem. Agent 

Miss Julia 0. Newton has announced 
the appointment of Miss Esther Stewart, 
a home economics graduate of Iowa State 
College, as home demonstration agent for 
Lac qui Parle county. Miss Stewart be
gan her work late in June. She is a 
native of Iowa, her home being at Lau
rel. For the last three years she has 
taught home economics in the high school 
at Coleraine, Minnesota, where she was 
also active in 4-H Club leadership work. 

Miss Newton also announces that on 
July l Miss Matilda Nelson became ur
ban home demonstration agent in Duluth, 
succeeding Miss Dorothy Iwig, who re
turns to her home in Illinois. Miss Nel
son is a graduate of Stout Institute and 
of the University of Minnesota and has 
also taken advanced training at the Uni
versity of Minnesota and Iowa State 
College. 
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4-H Club Short Course 
Was Highly Successful 

Nine hundred and eighty-five 4-I-I club 
members and leaders attended the 4-H 
club short course and leaders' training 
school June 3 to 7 at University Farm. 
This makes a record of attendance for 
the 4-H club short course in Minnesota. 

The interest of the 4-H club members 
in all of the class work and other exer
cises was unusually strong. 

:Hore than 300 leaders-adult and ju
nior-reg istered for the leadership course. 
Thi s course was in charge of H. M. 
Jones, state club leader at Brookings, 
South Dakota. Director Peck, Miss 
Newton, and members of the state club 
group, gave ta lks and led in discussions. 

The Land o' Lakes Company enter
tained the entire group the afternoon of 
] une 4 with a luncheon and a tour 
through their plant. Other educational 
trips included the state capitol, the Ford 
plant, the \ i\T alker art gallery, and other 
places of interest. 

The field clay on the last afternoon 
was a new feature this year. Pipestone 
and Ramsey counties ti ed for first place. 
Blue Earth and Goodhue received the 
san1e score for second place. 

One of the most interesting features of 
the short course was the annual meeting 
of the Minnesota 4-H Club Association. 
A board of directors, consisting of one 
member from each county represented, 
was elected. Chelsea Pratt of Mankato, 
Blue Earth county, was elected president, 
and Robert J acobs of Sherburne county, 
secretary. 

Poultry Tribune Again 
to Give Scholarships 

The P oultry Tribune will continue its 
4-H scholarship contest for 193r. These 
scholarships will be awarded as fo llows: 
$150 for first , $roo for second, and $so 
for third. These scholarships are good 
at the state agricultural college or at the 
schools of agriculture. 

Any 4-H poultry club member with a 
record of three years or more in poultry 
club work is eligible. The award will be 
made on the entrant's achievements in 
4-H poultry club work including flock 
records and production records. Each 
member must submit records covering at 
least two years of poultry club work. A 
contestant's record in leadership and gen
eral club work will also be included. 

A Minnesota boy, Chelsea Pratt of 
Mankato, was the winner of the Poultry 
Tribune $150 scholarship for 1929. 

R. A. Turner of the United States 
Department of Agriculture is chairman 
of the judging committee. 

EXTE ERYICE _ -E\\-

Make Nominations for 
M cKerrow Scholarships 

Several $75 scholarships, good in either 
the schools of agriculture or in the col
lege, will be awarded to 4-H livestock 
club members with creditable records. 
These awards will be made for achieve
ments in li vestock work, according to 
conditions under which the individual 
has worked. Credit will be given es
pecially, for what a club member' has 
clone to help improve livestock on the 
home farm and community. Candidates 
must be ready to take advantage of 
scholarship at the begiru1ing of next 
schoo l year, if selected. Each county 
agent is requested to nominate one candi
date and lo send a detailed record to the 
state club office before August r, 1930. 

Handy Book for Club 
Leaders, Presidents 

The 4-H Hand Book, a bulletin full 
of program helps, songs, club plays, par
liamentary rules, and other helpful sug
gestions for club officers and club lead
ers, may be secured free of charge. 
County agents wishing them shou ld send 
a li st of leaders, both junior and adult, 
together with names of all club presi
dents in the coun ty, to G. L. oble, 36o 
North Michigan avenue, Chicago, Illinois. 

Fine Act of College 4-H Club 

The Gopher 4-H Club of the College 
of Agriculture provided fund s to defray 
the expenses of four outstanding .+-I-I 
Club members to the recent short course 
at U nivers ity Farm. Those selected were 
requ ired to be not only outstand ing in 
thei r club records but also graduates of 
a high school and interested in the 
courses in home economics or agriculture 
at the Univer ity. 

Those who were honored as guests of 
the Gopher 4-H Club were: Winnifred 
Barber of Lac qui Parle county, Ralph 
Grant of Goodhue county, Ernest Stan
ford of Blue Earth county, and Teresa 
Rico of Itasca county. 

National Poultry Exhibit 

An exhibit of poultry has been added 
to the program of the rational Club 
Congress at Chicago. 

The exhibits this year will be limited 
to one cockerel per state for each of the 
foJlowing breeds: Barred, \i\Thite, and 
Buff Plymouth Rocks; Rhode Island 
Reds ; Buff, and \¥bile Orpingtons; 
White, and Silver-Laced Wyandoltes; 
\Vhite, Brown, and Buff Leghorns. 

The prizes run from $8 down to $r for 
each breed. 

County Celebrates Its 
Extension Anniversary 

\\'hen farmer and others lo the num
ber of nearly 500 turn out to attend a 
banquet in celebration of the anni\'crsary 
of the beginning of agricultural extcn ion 
work in their county, it is fair to a:
sume tha\ the service has a · tron~ hold 
on the people. Lac qui Parle coumy had 
• uch. a banque.t at noon aturday, June 
q, 111 celebration of the scwnteenth an
niversary of the beginning f extcn ion 
work there, and a fine spirit of jubilation 
and good-will was manifest. 

William Underwood, now of \Vashing
ton state; J. . Jones, secretary of the 
Minne ota Farm Bureau Federation· and 
IIenry \Verner, now of Morrison cdunty, 
former county agents, with Lynn hel
don, the present county agent, and other 
early workers, were the honor guests of 
the o'ccasion. . E. Pat tcrson, me of 
the former county agents, now a farmer 
in outh Dakota, was not able to be 
present. .!l[iss Esther Stewart, the home 
demon !ration agent, was present to meet 
the workers in her new field. 

One of the features of the program 
wa a pageant, showing the progre ·s of 
extension work, which was put on by the 
Farm Bureau units and 4-II clubs. ne 
of the speakers was our own . L . .!IIc
Nelly. The pre icling officer was Frank 
\Villis, who was president of the Lac qui 
Parle Farm Bureau for 16 years. I le 
was introduced by Arthur Pearson the 
present president of the bureau. ' 

Large Number Reached 
By Clothing Projects 

The clothing projects for 1929 ac
cording to :Miss Eves Whitfield re~ched 
8,055 persons with reported s~vings of 
$17,500 by those enrolled, numbering 
r ,867. The total number of garm nts re
ported made was 18,582. Th percentage 
of membership reporting was 88. 

The report from Rock county for 1930, 
thus fa_r, shows 266 reporting and 258 
completmg notebooks. Improved equi1>
ment was reported by 572 persons. The 
number of r.1ade-over garments was .+,8gr 
and the number of new garments, 2,963. 
The average member made 26 garments, 
with an average saving of $r.30 each a11rl 
the tota l savings reported w re $2,266.56, 
an average of $17.6o for each member. 
The number of non-memb rs h !peel by 
enrolled members was r, 10-1 and the m11n
ber of rural homes reached, 1,339. The 
percentage of attendance of leaders al 
training meetings was 97. 

The Nicollet county report show· a 
membership of 264 in 20 groups, with 
223 or 86 per cent reporting. The num
ber of persons outside of th<! groups 
he! ped by members was 621 and the 
number of homes reached, 885, out of 
the total of 1,500 in the county. ·ases 
of improved equipment numbered 396 
and the number of improved practices re
ported was 1 ,132. Total savings amount
ed to $1,688.13 or an average of $6.39 
per ll)ember. 

The egotism of the ignorant keeps 
them in ignnrance.-Evcrett Dean ~far
tin. 
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ON THE FIRING LINE 

L. A. 'hurchill reports plans for a 
fa rm tour o f Jackson county. Plans arc 
being made in co-operation with R. F. 
'rim. 

* * * 
At the Nobl es county picnic, which 

was attended by something like 5000 per
sons, harles J. Gilbert was in the lime
li ght with a weed control demonstration 
showing the use of sodium chlorate with 
patches of dead, dying, and fresh ly treat
·d thi stles. 

* * * 
Nobles county has a 4-H Club band. 

The memb rs wear 4-H clover hats and 
arc directed by Vic Moell er. The band 
made a hit at the recent Southwestern 
School of Agricu lture picnic. 

* * * 
Progress is being made in interesting 

farmers and others in weed control. Mr. 
Gilbert reports that the Board of Com
missioners of Nobles county recent ly 
agr ed to secure a supervisory weed of
ficer. 

* * * 
Nate H . Bovee of Redwood county re

ports that ditch inspectors in hi s county, 
appointed by the county board, wi ll be 
expected to keep roadside ditches clear 
o f weeds through the su1nmer. This is a 
plan which might well be adopted in 
every county in the state. 

* * * 
K. A. Kirkpatrick reports that oyster 

shell scale, which has been menacing 
fruit orchards in western Hennepin coun
ty, has been brought under control on the 
farm of Ray Kirkwood, near Robbins
dale, by the u e of dendrol, a dormant 
spray. 

* * * 
II. 0. Anderson, o f H uston county, 

through publicity, has been warning 
farmer against the dangers of buying 
breeding stock from sto kyards and of 
buying "bargain." grain seeds. Through 
such practices animal diseases and weeds 
make their appearance on Minnesota 
farm s. 

Miss Newton in Winnipeg 

:tl~i s Julia 0 . _ cwton w~s i11 Winni
peg June 9, IO, and IT, attending the an
mial convention of the \Vomen's Insti
tutes of th e Province of Manitoba. She 
gave three addresses. Her subjects were: 
"A Challenge to Home-Makers," "Home 
Demonstration Work in Minnesota," and 
"Right Use of Leisure Time." 

Off for Washington 

. J . Kittleson and Mr. and Mrs. 
H enry Pflughoe ft lef t Friday, June r3, 
for the alional 4-H lub Encampment 
a t \Va hingt n, D. ., taking with them, 
by automobile, the four Minnesota dele
gate - nn chubring, Ramsey county; 
Helen an De r, Frceb rn county; Chel-
ea Pratt, Blue Earth county; and Thom

a Morse, I ta ca c unly. report from 
Wa hington says that i\[rs. Pflughoeft 
was throw11 against a rail of the boat in 
cro si11g Lake 1.ichigan and had to be 
taken to a ho pita! on her arrival in 
Wahington. 
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Farm Economics 
By W . L . Cavert 

Cottonwood County 
Farm Lease Report 

As a result of landlord-tenant meetings 
in Oottonwoocl county, the tenants ap
point.eel a committee to w0rk with a 
similar committee of land lords in rec
ommending suggestions fo r promoting 
better far ming on. rented fa rms. This 
committee hopes to put its recommenda
tions in the form of suggested clauses 
relating to alfa lfa, phosphate, hog fenc
ing, etc., that may be inserted in the 
blank spaces in the ordinary printed 
forms. 

Keen inte1·est was shown bv both land
lords and tenants in these meetings. Eve
ning meetings fo r tenants were held at 
Windom on June 19, and at J effers on 
June 20. An afternoon meeting for land
lords was held at Jeffers on June 20. It 
is estimated that through the tenants or 
land lords the suggestions reached over 
400 farms. 

It was agreed that present-day fa rming 
requires a fertility, livestock and weed 
control program, extending over a period 
of years, and that under the usual one
year lease, the tenant has little incentive 
to carry forward such a program. 

There are two ways in which a pro
gram of the kind may be carried out. 
One is for the landlord to furnish phos
phate, alfalfa seed, fencing, etc., and to 
compensate the tenant for any extra 
work involved in weed control such as 
summer fa llowing. The landlord would 
receive for his outlays a higher rental 
value of his property. The alternative 
plan is for the landlord to enter into an 
agreement with the tenant, whereby the 
latter wi ll provide himself wi th alfa lfa 
seed, hog-fencing, phosphate, and make 
other long-time improvements, with a 
provision that at any time the tenant 
leaves, he will receive compensation for 
the unexhausted value of such improve
ments. For example, if it were agreed 
that the cost of getting a stand of alfalfa 
was $6 per acre after allowing for about 
25 per cent fa ilures and that four years 
would be the reasonable life of such a 
stand, if the tenant left a good stand 
after he had harvested the crop for two 
years, he would be entitled to a refund 
of one-ha! f of $6, or $.1 per acre for the 
unexhausted value of the improvement. 

The long term lease provides a partial 
olution of the problem of giving the 

tenant an incentive for a long-term pro
gram, but even with a three- or a five
year lease, there is little encouragement 
to fanning with the long-ti me point of 
view during 'the latter part of the term. 

Wm. L. Cavert represented the exten
sion divi sion at the meeting. 

A news dispatch from Liberal, Kan
sa , reports a recei1t cleinonstration of a 
new corn ''combine" which cuts two rows 
of corn stalks at once, shells the corn 
from the cobs, cleans it, and then shreds 
the stalks-all in one operation. 

State's Farm Realty 
Values Above Pre-War 

Data in the May issue of Crops and 
Markets, page 190, on farm real estate 
values for the different states indicate 
that fa rm real estate in Minnesota is 
held at 33 per cent above the 1912-1914 
figure. Figures are not reported for 
various sections of Minnesota but the 
sections that have had numerous bank 
closings would doubtless have a much 
lower figure than the average.. The only 
states where values are held higher than 
in pre-war days are the following: Rhode 
I sland. 34 per cent above. Connecticut, 
40 per cent, V irginia, 34 per cent, North 
Carolina, 59 per cent, F lorida, 72 per 
cent, and California, 6o per cent. Min
nesota is the only state in the North 
Centra l group included in the states 
showing advanced values. The East 
North Central States, including Ohio, 
Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Wisconsin, 
show averages only 96 per cent of the 
1912-14 valuation , whi le for the West 
North Central group including Minne
sota, Iowa, Missouri, North Dakota, 
South Dakota, Nebraska, and Kansas, 
an average of only 9 per cent above 
1912-14 is shown. For the whole United 
States values are reported to be 15 per 
cent above the 1912-14 figures. 

Farm Lease Bullet in 
The U nited States Department of Ag

riculture has recently printed Farmers' 
Bul let in uo4, "The Farm Lease Con -
tract." 

This bu lletin gives a good di scussion 
of general principles that landlords and 
tenants should keep in mind in arranging 
leases. On pages 20-23 there is a good 
discussion of the English system of com
pensating tenants for unexhausted im
provements. 

District Conferences 
fo r Cow-Tester Staff 

Seven district conferences for cow
testers have been announced by Ramer 
Leighton, in charge of the Dairy Herd 
Improvement work. The schedule, as 
forwa rded to county agents, is as fo l
lows: 

Rochester ...... July 7 and 8 
St. J ames ... .... July 9 and IO 
Madison ....... July II and 12 
Anoka .......... July 14 and 15 
Wadena .. . .. ... July 16 and 17 
Crookston . .. ... July 18 and 19 
Ca rlton ........ July 22 and 23 

]. W. Ridgeway, Texas chairman of 
the National Dairy Council, recently said 
that Americans are milking 22,500,000 
cows, of which 8,500,000 are not paying 
their way. Mr. Ridgeway adds that if 
we could get rid of these boarder cows, 
we could meet practically a ll our dairy 
product needs fro m the remaining 14,-
000,000 cows and make a nice profit from 
each. He urges the farmers to test and 
cull. 
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