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High Merit Marks Project Exhibits 
By F. E. B almer, State Cou nty Agent Leader 

U NUSUAL intere t was created by the 
county project exhibits at lhe 1929 

tate Fair . The six county agents fea
turing the e displays did a creditable 
piece of work and maintained the hi<Yh 
standard set in r927 and 1928. Eve~y 
agent pa 1-ticipating since 1927 has put up 
an effective and tell ing display on a 
maj?r: farm enterprise or need and every 
cxh1b1t has been a demonstration of meri
tor iou service in the county concerned. 

The scorings won by the countie in 
1929 were a follows: \Vatonwan rodent 
9.11 (out of pos ible 1,000); Ea' t Polk'. 
sire . 883; Penn ington, turkeys, 86-t; 
Beltrami, potatoes. 8r4; Traverse. weed 
~ontro l , ?84; and \Vinona, pork, 768. 
fhe plac111gs made by the various coun
tie emphasized the importance of having 
a well-rounded exhibit fo llowing closelv 
the outline furnished bv the detailecl 
scorecard. Point itemized on the official 
score sheet and the weight assigned each 
are as follow : Power to attract atten
tion, 150; Power to arouse and hold in
terest, 200; Desire created to adopt prac
tic.e, 200.; onvincing and tending to 
lmng. action. 20?; ucces in county, 100: 
Head111g and title , 50; General appear
ance, 50; Chart , tables, maps and data, 
50. Total, 1,coo. 

Champion P ork Producer 
J. B. McNulty, \ iVinona county, made 

the s11bject of hi booth the success 
of Iinnesota' 1928 champion pork pro
ducer, John lahrgang of Lewiston. Mr. 
Nahrgang's phenomenal record was the 
production of 20,997 pounds of pork in 
180 clays from JO sows which fa r rowed 
and saved 92 pigs. The booth featured 
the fact that "These Pigs Had Two 
Ta les," the production ta le and the 
marketing ta le. A pamphlet was dis
tributed describing 1lr. N ahrgang's 
methods . 

The rear of the booth was practically 
covered with pain ted si lhouettes of the 
io sows and the 92 pigs. T he side wall s 
told the production and marketing ta les 
an.cl . the Aoor space was occupied by a 
m1 n1atu re of the hog management plan 
~nd layout med by [r. Nahrgang. A 
J?lly electr ic man ikin kept calling atten
tion to some important advantages of ton
lttter pork prod uction. 

Armed W arriors Attack W eeds 
H. . P ederson of Traverse county 

planned hi s exhibit on weed control 
featuring six essential factors a armed 
war riors with the far mer as commander
in-chi ef. T hese facto rs are lean Seed, 
Thorough Cult ivation. Smother Crops, 
Crop Rotation, Early P lowing and um
mer Fall ow, and Chemi cals. T he ex
hibit claimed that the ann ual loss to 
crops in Minnesota due to weeds is sev
eral million do lla rs, and to the average 

farmer may approach $IOJO per year. 
Posters and photos featu red t he success 
of the methods recommended in T raverse 
county. 

Fine Potatoes from Beltrami 
Quite. appropriately, certified potato 

production was the subject of the 
Beltrami county exhibit. At the rear 
of the booth was an enla1·ged photo of a 
potato field with fine certified Bliss 
Triumph potatoes from Belt rami county 
appeanng 111 rows in the foreground. 
The exhibit pointed out that common seed 

(Continued on page 2) 

E xtension Conference 
December 9 to 13, 1929 

T HE complete program for the annual 
conference will be published in the 

December issue of Extension Service 
News. As usual, the program fo r the 
fit:st aft~rnoon, Monday, December 9, 
w1 II cons 1st of a meeting of the coun ty 
agent committee on club work with the 
state club staff, and a special committee 
of extension agents will be asked to meet 
with the pub licity committee for Farmers' 
and Homemakers' \~I eek. 

Tue clay morning, Dean Vl. C. Coffey 
wi ll open the conference with a discus
sion of our changing agricul tu re, and 
President A. J. Olson of the state far m 
bureau federation has been invited to 
speak on the same program. On the 
afternoon of Tuesday, the county agents' 
association and the home demonstration 
agents association will ho ld their meet
ings as usua l. \~Tecl nesclay morni ng will 
be devoted to a discuss ion of co-operative 
marketing, with Dr. 0. B. Jesness and 
Dr. T. G. Stitts as the leaders in the 
discuss ion. It is planned to have a nun1-
ber of the agents participate in a general 
discussion on th is subject. 

Wednesday afternoon there will be a 
round table discussion of the probl ems of 
various ubject matter lines with the vari
ous subject matter divisions, fo llowing 
somewhat the pl an of last year. On 
\ •Vednesday night it is planned to have 
an extension dinner and party, probably 
in the men's union at the U niversity, 
with the wives of members of the exten
sion staff inv ited, and an attempt to 
have stunts by var ious groups of ex
tension workers, with a social hou r 
fo llowing. 

On Thur day and F riday, the discus
sion will center arou nd subjects in psy
chology, farm management and home 
management, with a cliscu sion of the 
tale-wide herd improvement plan, to be 

held following a luncheon at the Land 
O'Lake in Minneapolis on T hursday 
noon. The conference wi ll ad journ at 
12 :15 Friday noon . 

J erseys Win F. Idtse ; 
Morgan to E ast Polk 

T H E American Jersey Cattle Club has 
invaded the ranks of the Minnesota 

county agent service and taken Fred I dtse 
of East P olk county as fi eld man. Mr. 
Idtse wil i have charge of the fie ld duties 
in Iowa, Nebraska, and Il linois, likely 
with headquarters at Des Moines. H e 
assumes his new duties December first. 

Four Minnesota counties have shared 
in the services of M r. Idtse in county 
agent w01:k. He began as an ass istant 
agent fo r part of the summer of 1919 in 
Olmsted county. The year fo llowing he 
was hi gh school agriculturist at Big Fall s, 
Koochiching county. Beginning in May, 
1920, he was county agent in Pine county 
fo r nearly two and one-half years. He 
remained out of the work fo r approxi
mately a year thereaf ter, and then fo r 
five years served as county agent in 
the J ersey cattle capital of M innesota; 
namely, Hubbard coun ty. Since June i , 
1928, he has been agent in East P olk 
county. A spl endid record stands to his 
credit in all these positions. 

Morgan W ell Qualified 
East P olk county is fo rtunate to have 

a well qualified man available to succeed 
Mr. Idtse, in the person of Russell 
Morgan. Mr. Morgan gained most of 
his farm experience on his home fa rm 
of 320 acres at Grani te Fall s, Yellow 
Medicine county, where beef and hog 
feed ing were emphasized. Before enter 
ing the Minnsota agricul tural college, 
from wi1ich he was graduated in March, 
1929, he was engaged in 4-H club work 
fo r six years. \ iVhi le in college, Mr. 
Morgan won the Tomhave medal 
awarded to the best all -r-ound livestock 
judge among the U niversity Farm stu
dents. I n 1928 he was a member o f 
both the dairy and general livestock judg
ing team which represented M innesota 
at various inter-collegiate contests. 

Since April fi rst, 1929, Mr. Morgan 
has been located at Lewiston, Minne
sota, as ass istan t county agent in train
ing, where he gave special attention to 
boys' and girl s' club work. A to tal of 
522 W inona county boys and girl s have 
been enrolled in club work this year. 
Mr. Morgan goes to East Pol k county 
early in November, in order to acquaint 
himself with the situation there before 
Mr. Icl tse leaves the county on D ecember 
first. T he congratulations and best 
wishes of the extension service are ex
tended to both M r. Idtse and Mr. 
Morgan . 

A. L . S jowall, of Washington county, 
reports having enj oyed a very pleasant 
vacation recently, during which he visited 
relatives near hi s old home farm near 
Motley, M innesota, where he says he put 
in many yea rs in practical farm work 
with hi s brothers and parents. 
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Occasionally a farmer requests veter
inary sen ·ice from a county agent. For 
several important reasons, however, the 

county a g e n t 
County Agent canno t serve 
:10t a V eterinarian satisfactorily in 

sucl1 a capacity. 
In the first place he does not have 

time. Veterinary service is peculiarly 
individual and may call for extended 
service in an individual case. The r ange 
of activity of a county agent during a 
year may require attention to from so to 
7S different types of service, so he has 
not tim to render veterinary service 
without neglecting his other work. More
over, his service is more of a public tl1an 
of a private natur,e. 

In the second place, the county agent is 
not trained extensively in veterinary sci
ence. He is therefore not qualified to 
render the technical service required. 
F ur thermore the regulations of the state 
and federal authori ties in matters of ani
mal disease do not permit practice by 
others than licensed and qualified veteri
narians. 

The extension serv ice, including the 
county agen t staff, does have abundant 
reason to be interested in animal health 
and livestock an itation. Farmers desire 
healthy herds of livestock, they want suc
cessfu l production or useful service from 
such animals and the public wants animal 
health in the interests of human health. 
Problems of animal health and the de
velopment of means and methods to ef
fect livestock sanitation therefore will be 
the occasion fo r frequent co-operation, 
conference and common act ion between 
farrn.ers and the extension service. This, 
however, is a matter entirely different 
from that of farmers attempting to pre
va il upon county agents fo r veterinary 
serv ice.-F. E. B. 

T hree publications of unusual merit on 
the history of agricultural education and 
r,esearch are being publi. heel by the U. 

S. Department 
H istory of A gri- of Agriculture. 
cultural Extension These splendid 

contributions to 
the literature of American agriculture 
were prepared by Dr. A. C. True, who 
was associated with the department for 
40 years. 

From 1923, until his death on April 23, 
1q29, he was engaged in the preparation 
o f these remarkable publications. The 
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first of the series, "A History of Agri
cultural Extension \il/ork in the United 
States, 178s-1923." 1_niscellaneous publica
tions No. IS, was issued by the depar t
ment late in 1928. The second, miscel
laneous publications No. 36, "A History 
of Agricultura l Education in the United 
States, 178s-1925," has recently come 
from the press. These two vol um es may 
be procured from the Superintendent of 
Documents, Government Printing Office, 
Washington, D. C., at 7SC and $i.oo per 
copy, respectively. No free copies are 
available. They are of uni form binding, 
attractive and sub tantial, appropriate to 
the contents. 

E very agricultural stucl,ent, and this 
certainly includes every county and state 
extension worker, may with profit to 
himself and his work procure these pub
lications and become well acquainted with 
their contents. 

The third publication o f the series, "A 
History of Agricultural Experimentation 
and Research in the United States," was 
nearly completed at the time of Dr. 
True's death. This is yet to appear. 

Members of the extension service in 
all departments may well be reminded 
of Doctor True's capable. efficient, and 
distinguished services as director of the 
States Relation Service for a period of 
eight years, beginning in 191S, during 
which period the national system of co
operative extension work was developed. 
-F. E. B. 

High Merit Marks 
Project Exhibits 

(Continued from page I) 

causes losses due to diseased plants, poor 
type, low vita lity, and varietal mixtures. 
Certified seed brings profits due to 
heavier yields, large percent of market
ability, freedom from disease, and better 
prices. The hill unit seed plot necessary 
to maintain pure seed stock was shown. 
Pictures, bulletins, and county data were 
well used. The booth won second prize 
on beauty. 

Making Turkey Progress 
Pennington is the only county that has 

staged a county project exhibit each of 
the years-1927, 1928, and 1929. Each 
year a very creditable exhibit has been 
shown, the last two having dealt witl1 
the "Billing's Turkey Plan." This year 
a platform was used to show two farm 
plans. On one of. these the turkeys and 
chickens roamed together over the entire 
farm. For the sake of emphasis, the 
buildings were shown as neglected and 
run clown. Back of this place a dark 
cloud, headeg FAIL URE, was painted on 
the canvas, lightning flashes appearing 
intermittently calling attention to "dis
ease," "enemies," and "neglect." The 
other farm plan, headed SUCCESS, was 
one properly organized for profitable 
turkey production, showing the turkeys 
and chickens confined away from each 
other. The neat and attractive farmstead 
and farm plan here had as its back
ground ' a beautiful landscape, the rain
bow of success decorating the sky. 

Demonstrates Sire V alue 
T he East Polk county exhibit was in a 

sense the most striking of the lot. Es
sentially it told its own stmy, The en
tire rear wall was largely occupied with 
the caption "Pure Bred Sires Boost Farm 
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Profits." Below this you were asked 
which wiU you take, " this" check for $n5 
for "this" cow by a purebred bull , or 
"that" check for 1t46 for "that" cow by 
a scrub bull. Attention was drawn to the 
contrast feature by a swinging pointer 
on which the word "OR" dangled. Thi 
pointer was operated by an electric fan 
which kept up a slight disturbance be
hind the draperie that added an element 
of curiosity. 

T he booth claimed that "'you pay for 
a purebred sire whether you buy one or 
not" and this claim was well supported 
by data in large part from the county. 
A miniature bull pen was featured as 
necessary to sa,·e a good bul l ancl 1<eep 
him safe, and a truck load of scrub bulls 
was shown enroute lo market. Fred 
Idtse, county agent, went away as the 
pleased possessor of two banners, the 
·econd prize and the rir t on beauty. 

Watonwan Destroys Gophers 
The first prize winner on podcet 

Gopher control, staged by L. E . Hudson , 
appealed to farmers to "Destroy the 
Gopher" to ave the land and the crops. 
Many features drew attenti on. A live 
gopher was brought into court, tried by 
jury, and executed on the spot. An end
less ro ller constantly told the verdict: 
"The Gopher is guil ty of doing great 
damage. His sentence is that he be 
poisoned and put to death. The court 
suggests that you adopt the method out
lined in this exhibit." 

The method of poisoning was cleverly 
featured by four automatic characters in 
constant motion representing the steps: 
selecting the fresh mounds, locating the 
burrows with wire, making the hole with 
a sharpened stick and dropping in the 
poisoned bait. 

Two farms of alfalfa, corn, and pas
ture crop \\·ere shown. one damaged by 
Gophers and the other clean. There was 
a cast showing mounds, runways and 
other features illustrating the habits o f 
the Gopher. The exhibi t throughout was 
copiously illustrated with maps, charts, 
graphs and photographs. A map was 
shown illustrating the location of demon
strations conducted in the county and 
the number co-operating in the campaign. 

Public Scores Exhibits 
A new feature conducted in connection 

with this project afforded the public an 
opportunity to pass judgment on the e 
exhibi ts. A prize of $25 was offered 
lo the person submitting a score on any 
one booth most closely coinciding with 
the detailed scoring of the judges. Thi s 
prize was won by Mrs. Vivian Landby 
of 'vVarr<Jacl, Minnesota, whose judging 
of the Pennington county booth varied 
only 18 points from that of the judges. 
Other close contenders fo r this prize were 
Rus ell Morgan, W inona county; R. M. 
Dou~l ass, Pennington c<Junty; R. 0 . 
Bridgford, West Centra l School, "Morris; 
Lynn Sheldon, Lac qui Parle county ; 
J. B. McNulty, Winona county; ]. F. 
Kuehn, State Extension Service: H. C. 
Pederson, Traverse county; 'vV. F. Ham
margren, Pine county ; Don Shannon. 
The Farmer, St. Paul, and Lawrence 
Rogers of Pipestone. 

T he 1930 E xhibits 
The 1930 exhibits are expected to show 

furthe r advancement. Already eight 
agents have applied for exhibits and a 
ninth is thinking of entering. 
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News and Hunches from the County Workers 
Studies Peat Development. C. L. Blakeslee 

reports having made a study of peat land de
velopment in Wadena county a nd s urrounding 
terri tory, gatheri ng information which will be 
used in putting on a campaign for further de
velopment of s mall tracts of peat such as exist 
on numerous farn1s. Such a campaign, he be
lieves, will resu lt in better pastures and hay 
crops. 

Yellow Medicine Needs Phosphate. Although 
the check-up of phosphate plots in Y ellow Medi
ci ne coun ty was not complete at the time John 
'fowler's latest report was submitted, he stated 
that Lite survey indicated that the phosphate
cleficient a rea of the county was moro extensive 
than had previously been sup-
posed. Profitable returns on the 

regu lar membership campaign, as this little 
stunt was merely inci,denta l to the T. B. test." 

Sheepmen Organize. Largely through the 
efforts of County Agent A. H . Frick, Itasca 
county sheepmen have organized an association, 
and have provided for the marketing of their 
lambs and wool. A carlload of lambs were 
pooled during September, and arrangements 
made to have them marketed through the Cen
tral Co-operative Association. 

Tries Gladioli Digger. Gladioli growing is 
something of an industry in Ramsey county, 
says Robert Freeman, who secured a digger 
from New York and used it for trial and dem
o nstrat ion o n a farm at White Bear Lake. 

ca n be given to actua l l; elp with project work. 
Six new communities have enrolled and a tota l 
of roo members signed up the last two weeks 
of September. 

Sherburne Fair Solvent. The 1929 Sherburne 
county fair ended this year with alll debts paid 
a nd a clean sla te, says County Agent R aymond 
Aune, who is secretary 0£ the fai r. Many 0£ 
the old debts had been ha nging over for the last 
r 4 years, Mr. Aune says . Three years ago the 
indebtedness amounted to $3,000 , but each year 
since, the indebtedness has been reduced, until 
now it is entirely wiped out. Cutting down on 
e.xpenses and giving more attention to educa
tional features made this poss ible. 

Alfalfa Yields Seed. Many 
Norma n county farmers asked 
County Agent J. J. McCann dur-use of phosphate were obtained 

in every part of the country . The 
resul ts show very clearly that 
broadcasting is by far the most 
satisfactory method of applica
tion, Mr. Towler says. 

Fasten This on Your Flivver ~'Jli;ilf~e~t:ld1sbe~o t~eein~~he~tthe~h~~ 
not the crop should be cut for 
seed. As the season was unusu
ally drx in Norman county thi s 
year most o f the a lfa lfa field s 
had had their first crop cut low 
a nd were in fine conditio n fo r 
a bumper seed crop, Mr. 
McCann says . Thi s is prac
tically the firs t year that No1·
man county has had a seed crop 
and most of the farmers needed 
advice on how, when a nd what 
to cut. 1\ilany fields were in
spected and the large ma jority 
turned out well at hulling time. 

Effective But Expensive. Trials 
of sodium ch lorate for killing 
quack-~ass have proved success
ful in Cook coun ty, according to 
William Cli nch. but the cost of 
the severa l applications which 
have been necessary in th e trials 
made so far, appear to limit its 
use to small areas. 

Boosts Ag School Attendance. 

They Were Flattered. A group 
of Brown county women fro m 
the Comfrey community recently 
had the flattering experience of 
sending 10 cents to a New York 
publishing house for a leaflet giv
rng s uggestions for achievement 
clay programs only to discover 
tha t the main suggestion given 
was one that was originated by 
their own club two or three years 
ago, reports l\•li ss Amy \.Y essel, 
home demonstration agent. 

Through the courtesy of the Agricultural Commission of the 
American Bankers Association we are privileged to present pictorially 
a practical pointer on a portable projector, albeit an amplifier as well. 
for the human voice which we feel Minnesoa county agents would find 
very helpful in conducting tours and other outdoor gatherings. 

Due to the influence of the ex
tension service, qui te a la rge dele
gation of Pine county young 
folks have been interested in a t 
tending the Central School of 
Agriculture at University Farm. 
Seventeen hays and girls from 
the county are now attending 
and two more boys will join 
them a fter Christmas, making a 
total delegation of 19, says W. 
F. Hammargren, county agent. 

Showed Value of Culling. The 
value a nd reliability of poul try 
culling wns distinctly shown in a 
culling demonstration held re
cently by Ronald McCamus, 
Lake of the vVoods county. On 
one £arm. 1 O'l hens were culled, 
40 being aved for winter nncl 
bo placed in a fattening pen. On 
a two days trial, the culled hens 

The outfit shown above was used in Coffey county, Kansas, to 
carry the noonday program of a farmer-banker lime and legume tour 
to a large crow<l. The " mike," of course, can be set up on a con
venient platform and the automobile so pbced that the loud speakers 
point toward the crowd. In that way everyone can both see and hear 
what is going on. Starting Club Work Now. Or

ganization of 4-H clubs is going 
on in Rict! county a nd Miss 
Gwendolyn A. \Vatts says that 
she h ope.3 to encourage members 

At present, we do not have deta ils on the construction, cost or 
use of the equipment shown, but believe we can get this information 
for anyone interested. 

laid four eggs, while the hens 
reserved for the laying flock laid 41, thus 
vindicatin g in an effective way the judgment 
of ;\fr. McCamus. 

Calf Club Banquet. An ou tstanding event 
in Lake county was the calf club banquet held 
the latter part of September, with more han 150 
farmers, merchants and call club members at
tending. C. F. Collisson, agricultural editor of 
the Min neapoli s Tribu ne, gave the principal 
address, speaking on the subject of dairy de
\'elopment. Torstein Grinager says th is meeti ng 
was one of the most success! ul rural and urban 
social get-to~ethers that has ever heen h eld in 
the co mmunity, and was symbolic of the in
creasing good will and co-operation which is 
developing between the country and city people 
of Lake county. 

Good Achievement D ay. Miss Gwendolyn A. 
Watts reports that about 200 attended the Rice 
coun ty ho me management achievement day, in 
sr.ite of the fact that the event was h eld during 
.,10 filling season. Sixteen clubs exhi bi ted 
hooths. In addition there was a general ex
hibit of refinished fu rniture. Speakers included 
Miss Eva Blair, Miss Mary M~y Miller and 
Frank Bro wn of the state extension office. 
Ninety per cent of the 254 members of the 
home management course completed the project. 
and enrollments over the previous yea r showed 
an increase of 30 per cent, while the number 
of homes reached increased 39 per cent. 

This Plan Got Results. John Sheay, of Scott 
county, recenty hit upon a new pla n for ob
taining farm hureau membership. Drivers for 
veterinarians in th e T. B . a rea te~t were asked 
to carry cards with them and sol•cit member
ships. Sheay says that some of the men were 
~ little bit "shaky in their shoes" about solicit
ing farm bureau memberships whil e acting as 
drivers. uHowever, the proof th a t this plan 
worked out satisfactorily." Sheay says, "is that 
we have 192 new members signed up on the 
continuous plan without even having started our 

Good results were secured, Wir. Freeman says, 
and a large saving in hand labor and time 
res ulted. 

Dairy, Corn D ays Held. Two ou tstanding 
community celebrations were hel(l in Waseca 
co unty during September, in which the co unty 
ex tension service took an active part. One of 
these was the an imal dairy days celebratio n at 
i'\ ew Richland, which was at tended by approxi
mately 8,ooo people, according to Martin C. 
Hansen. The other celebration was the Janes
ville King Corn days, at which the attendance 
w:is over 5,000. 

Like Mail Order Plan. Without exception, 
the six Winona county farmers who are mem
bers of the Sparta, \iV isconsin, mail order cow 
testing association are in favor of this method, 
says J. B. McNulty. Most of these farmers 
have tested before. 

4-H Premium List Larger. B oys and girls 
in \.Yinona county will receive from the fair 
association a total of $1,317.66, says Russell 
Morgan, who states that this is the largest 
premium li st that the county fair has ever 
offered. 

To Try Bi-monthly Testing. Testing every 
other month instead of each month is a new 
plan of cow testing that is to be tried out in 
Itasca county this year, according to A . H. 
Frick. On this basis, six tests can be made a 
year a t a cost of $22, and Mr. Frick says that 
it is expected that the plan will bring in farm
ers who did not feel before that they could 
afford to test, thereby extending the association 
into the more remote parts of the county. 

Joint 4-H Meetings Planned. A new plan 
of organization for regular 4-H meetings will 
be given a tria l this year in Steele county, says 
Miss Viola A. Juni, home demonstration agent. 
Three or more school districts witn combine and 
hold join t monthly meetings. Miss Juni says 
plans have been in progress to r eorganize 4-H 
club groups earlier this year, so tha t more time 

to take up clothing and cooking 
projec ts, home beautification and 
garden plans this winter, as well 

as the dairy calf, h ealth, and leadership projects, 
in order to avoid the ru:;h of summi;r work. 

Turkeys Killed by Wire. Youth wi ll be 
served, especiall y if it happens to belong to the 
genus turkey. J. J. McCann of Norman county 
answered ca ll s from 1 1 turkey raisers during 
September to discover why their fowls were 
dyi ng. On one o f the places visited, the b irds 
were found to be fu ll of fine wire. Not getting 
enough feed, M r. McCan n says, the turkeys 
started in on th e fence which confi ned them. 
Other more common causes of trouble fou nd 
were blackhead, tapeworm, and roup. 

Rutford Salvages Calves. S. H. Rutford, St. 
Louis county, bas been taking steps recently to 
prevent the slaughterin g of calves fro m high 
producing co ws. During September four calves 
from high prod ucing clams were placed with 
farmers to be raised. There is a demand for 
more calves of this kind. Mr. Rutford says, but 
t he supply is very limited. 

Selling Extension Srvice. R eviewing th e 
Scott county fa ir, John Sheay summarizes eight 
d ifferen t ways in which coun ty extension and 
farm bureau work were shown at th e fair 
grounds. F oll owing is the list, which may be 
o f interest to other agents : 

t. Scott county extension and farm bureau 
booth in the agricu ltural building. 

2. Three local 4-H clu b booths. 
3. Three county 4- H club booths. 
4. T wo township booths. 
5. Five hundred sixty-five individual 4-H 

c1ub entries, including 25 club ca lves . 
6. L arge 4-H club signs posted in the 

calf, swine, sheep, and poultry barns. 
7 . Individua l cards posted in front of each 

individ ual 4-H club livestock exhibit, iucluding 
poultry. 

8. F a rm burenu Aoat in county fair pa
rade. 
Premium Paid on 4-H Pigs. Besides giving 

a gold watch to the boy showing the barrow 
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that was best from the packer's viewpoint at 
the Freeborn county fa ir, the Albert Lea Pack
ing company paid $1 more than the regular 
market price on all pigs run through the show 
ring. Forty-nine pigs were sold at the sa le, 
says \¥i lli am Law on, county agent, and some 
of the boys disposed of their gi lts Ol1 the market. 
Forty-three pigs were bought by A lbert Lea 
husine s firms at prices rangi ng from $2 to $7 
higher than the packing company's prices. The 
rigs all went to the packing company. but the 
extra price was paid by the business firms as a 
means of showing the boys and girls that they 
were interested in their 4-H club work, and to 
give them encouragement for another year. 

Alfalfa T itle Shifts A gain 

W E'H.E afra id Charles Gilbert has 
gone and clone fo r the alfalfa 

acreage contest what Red Jackson 
and his fl ying partner did fo r en
durance flying-set the mark so high 
no one else can even break into the 
headlines. 

Gilbert write as follow : "\\ ' ith 
reference to fa rm with large acreage_ 
of alfa l fa-Chas. John on, Round 
Lake, r ables county, has I 50 acres of 
a lfa lfa . He is planning on planting 
50 acres more next spring. Hang 
that up for the boys to shoot at!" 

\,Yell , whang away boys. Mean
whil e Gi lbert gets the pri ze headpiece 
which was first claimed by vVatson of 
Dakota and which we later awarded 
to Gaylord of Rock county on his 80-
acre patch in eptember. \•Vho's 
next? 

Better Seed. Livestock W anted. Inquiries for 
breeding stock are coming in regularly, and 
plans are being made for simplifying the matter 
of listing stock wanted, says R. 0. Al1derson 
of Houston county. A dairy cattle sale will be 
held if enough tock can be secured. Liming 
soil and securing seed for ne.xt year also are 
every-day questions, accord ing to 1iir. Ander
son, who says that inquiries for new varieties 
of grain also indicate a demand for better seed . 

Support Weed Control Project. Innumerable 
spots o( early plowing testify to the co-operation 
extended in the Redwood county weed control 
project, says Nate H. Bovee. Nearly all fa ll 
plowing was clo ne early and rigid inspection wa s 
maintained at the tlueshing rigs in the county 
to see that no weedy grain was threshed. In 
a few scattered instances, crops were plowed 
under in limited acreages. The weed control 
work for 1929 was practically completed by Sep
tember. says 1\fr. Bovee, and appears to have 
made a very creditable start. 

Plan 4-H Short Course. F our-H club plans 
for Traverse county for the ensuing year call 
for district short courses at which R. C. Peder
son, county agent. and Mr. Giberson will be 
present. Enrollments wiJJ be received at these 
short courses, following which local groups will 
be organ ized and a leader selected for each . 
Local leader training schoo ls will then be ar
ranged and a program laid ou t by which local 
leaders may compete for prizes. First prize 
will be a gold watch and econd prize a free 
trip to the Junior Livestock Show. 

Form Crop Improvement Group. Twenty
lwo approved growers of Glabron barley in 
Lyon county met at the office o( County Agent 
Wm. A. Peters to discuss a means of distribut
ing their seed among Lyon county farmers. 
As a result of this meeting, the growers voted 
10 or$'aryize the Lyo n County Crop Improvement 
association, and elected officers. They decided 
to hold another meeting in November at which 
time the association will adopt a c~nstitution 
ancl by. Jaws and work out a program for the 
ensuing year. 

Calf and D airy D ay. One of the big events 
in Faribault county for eptember was the Calf 
and Dairy Day held at \V eil s, Saturday, Sep
tember :?8. The event was sponsored by the 
civic and comm erce association as one of the 
activi ties of its five·year dairy improvement prog· 
gram, says A. E. Engebretson. All of th e boys 
nnd girls between the ages of 10 and 15 years 
residing in the six townships tributary to \\' ells 
were asked to register. The names Crom the 
varil)ltS townships were placed in separate boxe 
and one name draw11 from each. Boys and girls 
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whose names were drawn were each to r~ce~ve 
a calf from the civic a nd commerce assoc1at1on 
to be u eel in 4-H club work. Governor Theodore 
Christinnson was present and gave a fine ml~ , 
while ot her features of the day we re a gram 
and vegetable show, and a colt show . with 'V. E. 
j\(orris, of University 17arm, as judge and 
speaker. 

Ship Turkey Broiler~. Pennington coun~y 
shipped out its first consignment of turkey broil
ers on September 28, say R. 1'11. Douglas. These 
broi lers were l ined up by the county agent and 
were sh ipped through the Land O' _Lakes. or
ganization. Forty-five cen_ts a pound. Ji ve we1~ht, 
on birds between the weights of six and mne 
pounds, was the price received. About 2i5 
were ~hipped, bringing between $800 and $900. 
Mr. Douglas says that the turkey raisers hope 
through th is method to find another market for 
their fowls. 

L uncheon Clubs Give Dinners. Fifteen out
sta nding \ !Vinona county 4·H members were in
v ited to attend a dinner given by the Kiwanis 
club of Winonn. T hirteen club members and 
16 parent~ were present, says Russell j\forgan . 
Last year the Kiwanis club paid the expenses 
of 10 corn club members to the boys' and g irls' 
short cou rse, while this year they are providing 
a scholarship of $75 and free trips to the short 
course for club members. A dinner similar to 
the one given by the Kiwanians was given by 
the Rotary club on October 16, which has been 
interested mainly in the alfa lfa project. 

Excursion Wins Favor. L. A. Churchill re
ports that favorable comments have been re
ceived from a ll over Jackson county regarding 
the e..xcur ion to the Land O'Lakes creamery 
plant. Nearly 500 oassengers were on the spe· 
cial train. Splendid co·operation was given by 
the business men and one of the towns in the 
county closed up for the day, most o( the busi
ness men going on the trip. 

Women Study Publicity. The Brown county 
home and community committee had an unusually 
interesting meet ing, usinl! publicity as a special 
study, says 1\fi ss Amv , :vessel, home clemonstra· 
tion agent. :Miss Ju lia Newton spoke . outlining 
the needs for publicity and empbasizin~ the im
portance of selJing home demonstration work 
through oft-repeated publicity. \V. E. Barnes. 
editor of the Sleeny Eye Herald-Dispatch, al o 
ga\•e a talk on writing for the local newspaper. 

Try Corn Crib Silos. Three Lincoln county 
farmers called on F. B. Peterson for help this 
year in putting up corn crib silos of the type 
advocated by E. A. Hanson, dairv specialist. 
The'e are the first silos of the kind to be used 
in L incoln county, ?.fr. P eterson says. Two o f 
these farmers did not have silos before. while 
the third will use the crib silo for fall feeding, 
ns his regular si lo is not large enough. 

Rat Control Popular. Forty Rock county 
farmers hrtve taken advantage of the new system 
of eradicating rats with cynogas wh ich was in· 
traduced through extension work about four 
months ago. These 40 men have full equ ipment 
on their farms and are making use of it. Manv 
others who witnessed the demonstration a re 
~old unon the iclea and are contemplating using-
1t. sa'"s llfr. Gaylord. One farmer estimater! 
that the rats on his farm cost him $Joo last 
yea r and he ha, practically eradicated them 
since obtaining the equipment. Rat control pic
tures have. been ~hewn at. many township farm 
hureau umt meetmgs and 1t is planned to make 
further use of this material. 

1:air Changes Successful. Several changes in 
po.hey adopted by the Henneoin county fair 
th!s yea~ made a real hit with the patrons, 
Kirkpatrick says . Charges were eliminated for 
g r.an?stand and ~ancing- entertainment, gate ad
m1ss1011 only hemg cha rged and autos being 
Pa rked free. Opening up the livestock show to 
flocks and herds from outside the county brought 
great ly enlarged entries of poultry and cattle. 
The change to a good mus ical revue inter
spersed with a few high class vaudevilie num
hers. appeared to meet with favor a we'I as 
resu lting in less expense to the management. 

T our Is Over-Grown. Extension work in 
J{en~epin c_ounty appears to be sufferinJ? from 
growmg pa111s. Mr. K irkpatrick says that the 
past two years the farm bureau tour held in 
June has been so large that it cannot be handl er! 
to good ad va~tage. Therefore, he has suggested 
t~ .the ~omm1ttee that next year the tour be 
dn:1decl . mto several parts, starting at outly ing
pomts 111 .the county. and coming together at a 
c~nt~a l pomt for an afternoon and early evening 
p1c111c program and celebration. 

Purebred . Bull Survey. Rutford announces 
the complet ion. o[ a. s urvey_ showing the number 
of purebred si res m use m St. Louis county. 
A total of ,>5 purebred Guernseys and 23 oure
bred B:olste1ns have been located. These animals 
are f_a1 rly _well distributed over the county. A 
queslionna1rc has. been ~en\ \Q the owner s of 

N ove111ber, I929 

these bulls lo get information on the number 
of cows in the va riou s herds and the number of 
cows that arc being bred to these bulls. A map 
is maintain ed in lbe county agent's office show· 
ing the loca tion of these sires, ~111d a special 
effort will be made to gel bulls 111 those parts 
of the county which do not now ha ve any. 

B ig V acation W eek P lanned. Good will 
building is to be tried out on a big sca le by 
the farmers and business men of Clearwater 
county next year. At a recent meeting of \he 
Bagley Comme rcial club, County Agent Cham
bers outlined suggestions for bringing ahout 
community harmony between farmers and bu i· 
ness me11. .A imiJar talk was given by one 
of the leading fa rmers of the county, after 
which the commercial club offered the fo ll owing 
proposal: That a week be set aside between 
June 15 and June 30 next yea r , to be known 
a Bagley Community Vacation \.Yeek. The first 
clay of this week is to be used for the county 
farm bureau picnic, at which the farm bureau 
will furnish the entertainment and be hosts to 
the business men. The next three clays will be 
devoted to the annual chatauqua, guaranteed 
by the business men, while the Ja - t day of the 
week will be u sed for the commercial club 
picnic, at which the busine s men will be hosts 
to the farm bureau members. The county 4-ll 
club camp will be held during the week, all 
expenses being borne by the commercial club. 
At the same time the horseshoe pitching tourna
ment and other contests will he held. Farmers 
and their families are invited to spend their 
vacation camping and fishing on Lake Lomond, 
on the outslci rts of llagley. 

Sold on Mail O rder Testing. R. C. Shaw of 
East Ottertail says that he beli eves the mail 
order cow testing association wiJJ have 200 or 
more members by the first of the year. As to 
the future of the mail order plan, Mr. haw 
says he believes in it more strongly than ever. 
The membership so far seems to be very well 
satisfied, and only one has dropped out. Thi s 
was because of short crops and the fact that 
be was selling some of bi s cows. 

Mr. Shaw states that he feels moce certain 
than everJ however, that the future of the mail 
order testing plan rests largely on the person
ality, knowledge, pep and pu h of the filedman 
in charge. Experience in similar dairy com
munities has shown that without proper experi· 
ence on the part of the fieldman. this type of 
association will not last. Securing monthly tests 
in ful1damentally important, but there are man y 
other things, such as herd sire selection. barn 
vent ilation. selecti on of proper rations, ant.I 
proper feeding of cows in the herd. as well a• 
a dozen and one other things a live fieldman 
can busy himself with when on an occasional 
visit to the member, Mr. Shaw says. Taken 
coll ectively, these are probably more importani 
than merely getting a test on the herd . 

Seed Testing Service 

C P. BULL, head of the state seed 
· testing laboratory at University 

Farm, requests county agents to urge 
fa rmers to send in their seed samples 
early for testing, thereby a voiding 
congestion and delay in having the 
samples reported. The laboratory 
wi ll test up to ro samples of seed 
without charge fo r any individual 
and will test additional samples at a 
small charge to cover costs. 

Now is the time to buv whatever 
se~d i:nay be needed, says ~ii-. Bull, the 
pr111c1pal reason being the opportunity 
thus offered for having it tested and 
knowing exactly what the quality is. 

The seed testing laboratory is 
c1·owded fo r time during the spring 
months, but samples submitted before 
March I wi ll be given immediate at
tention. Last yea r the labo ratory test
ed over 8,400 samples and at times 
during Apr il the work was crowded 
to the limit and repo rts on sampl es 
were necessarily delayed. 

In a Class By Itsell. Cook county com-
ple~ed . its first area test for bovine tubercu
!os ~s m October without a s ingle reactor. 
This 1s the first time any Minnesota county 
has been found entirely free from infectioi1 
on first test. U nofficia l word from Washing
ton. says thi is likewise a record for the 
U111ted States. 
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Activities of Gopher 4-H Club Boys and Girls 
Gopher 4-H'ers Win at 

National D airy Show 
MI TNESOTA'S 4-H poultry demon-

stration team, consisting of helsea 
P ratt and E rnest Stanford, Mankato, 
Bl ue Earth county, captured first place 
at the National Dairy Show at St. Louis, 
last month . Thirty-eight club boys made 
the trip in charge of A. J. Kittleson, 
state club agent, wh ile fo ur others com
posing the dairy judging team were ac
companied by E. A. Hanson, extension 
dairy specialist. 

The dairy demonstration team finished 
th ird in competition with teams from 26 
states. Ralph Grant and Cletus Hall
quist of Red \Ving, Goodhue county, 
were the team members. The dairy judg
ing team likewi e got third place, the 
members being Melvin Larson, Fred Nor
berg, Felix Eck lund, and Harry Lehtinen 
of Carlton county. The Gopher judges 
won the additional distinction of plac
ing first on Guern eys among the 29 
teams taking part. 

Everything considered, the trip to St. 
Louis was one of the finest any Minne
sota delegation has ever taken to a na
tional event, was the comment of T. A. 
Erickson, state club leader. Names of 
others who made the St. Louis trip are 
as fo llows : Al £reel Bolster, \Vinger, East 
Polk county; Clifford \N'endland, Big 
Stone City, S. D., Lac qui Parle county; 
Paul Pierson, hakopee, Scott county; 
Alfred Loken, Carlisle, vVest Ottertail; 
Ward Wells, Aitkin, Crow W ing; Ralph 
Crisinger, Palisade, Aitkin; Kenneth 
Roeder, Dover, Olmsted ; Harold John 
son, Greenbush, Roseau; Leonard Rad
man, Randolph, Dakota; Francis Burn
ham, Minneapolis, Hennepin ; George 
Jaglowski, Rutledge, Pine; Thomas 
Morse, Deer River, Itasca; Peter Ruud, 
Eveleth, St. Louis; Ardell Eastman, 
Kenyon, Rice; Harold Gossard, Kasson, 
Dodge; Burton Phillip, Menahga, \ \Ta
dena; Laverne Cotter, Oakland, Free
born; Cecil Berg, Caledonia, Houston; 
Kermit Olson, Red Wing, Goodhue; 
Arnold Sorenson, St. James, Watonwan; 
Arnold Foslien, Garfield , Douglas; Fred 

; 

E nrollment L ists D ue 

B LANKS have been mailed out 
from the state 4-H club office to 

county agents and club leaders ask
ing them to send in corrected enroll 
ment lists for their respective counties 
showing completions in all projects. 

T. A. E rickson, state leader of 4-H 
clubs, says it is very important that 
these blanks be filled out and returned 
promptly as the data are needed in the 
preparation of the annual 4-H club 
report. These same figures should 
also be used by the county agents and 
club leade,rs in their own annual 
reports. 

A number are still delinquent about 
sending in their replies. These are 
urged to get busy and send them in 
at once. 

W icklund, Two Harbors Lake· F ilbert 
Z~man , Victoria, Carver ; Albe;t Smith, 
Litchfield! Meeker; Joseph Ries, Rolling
stone, ~7mona; Edward Charon, Wilton, 
Beltrami; Harold Running Little Fork 
Koochichin.g; Rei.n hold Sch;11icking, Tru~ 
man , Martm; William Echternach New 
Rich land, Waseca; V ictor Ca l verl~y, E l
lendale, Steele; Edward Greethurst 
Lewiston, vVinona; George Lorenz, Bri~ 
celyn, Faribault; Louis Weimerskirch, 
Belgrade, Stearns. 

DOUGLAS 4-H BOY WINS 
ADV AN CED SHEEP EVENT 

T W.EL VE club members, including 
eight boys and fou r girl s, represent

ing eight counties, finished the advanced 
junior sheep project under the direction 
of W. E. Morris, extension livestock 
specialist, this year. The contest is spon
so red by the Minnesota Livestock Breed
ers' association and compl eted its second 
year with everal more entries t11an in 
1928. 

Harold G. Getchell , Kens ington, Doug
las county, won first place, having raised 
20 lambs from his flock of IO ewes and 
bringing them to an average weight of 
92.7 pounds at 150 days of age. His 
average production of lamb per ewe was 
185.3 pounds. 

Second placj'! in the contest was won 
by Lawrence \Varel of St. Vincent, K itt
son county, who raised 17 lambs, weigh
ing 92 pounds each and ecured an :iver
age weight of lamb per ewe of 156-4 
pounds. Third place went to Erwin 
Howard of Chokio, Stevens county, who 
raised 16 lambs, averaging 93 pounds 
each or 148.75 pounds of lamb per ewe. 

Other winners in the order of their 
ranking are as fo llows: Lois Padel ford, 
Austin, Mower county; Marvin Nelson, 
Cyrus, Stevens; W illiam Sharkey, Belle 
P laine, Le Sueur; Ernest Clouse, Olivia, 
Renville; Freeman Allen, Jr., Thief River 
Fall s, Pe1rnington; Nettie Ekllllld, Cho
kio, Stevens; Doris Vesterby, Chokio, 
Stevens; Loranz Anton, St. Hilaire, 
P ennington; and Frances Reller, Thief 
River Falls, Pennington. 

24 ATTEND SCH OOL ON 
LIVESTOCK MARKETING 

T \i\TO dozen older club members from 
as many cotmties spent October 28 

and 29 at South St. Paul and University 
Farm attending the second annual L ive
. tock Marketing School put on by W. E. 
Morris, extension livestock specialist, in 
co-operation with the state club office, the 
U nion Stock-yards company and var ious 
concern s interested in the South St. Paul 
market. 

Members attending and the counties 
which they represent were as fo llows: 
Johnny Clow, St. Vincent, Kittson county; 
Ernest Clouse, Olivia, R enville; Free
man A ll en, T hief River Falls, Penning
ton· Wil liam Smith, Adams, Mower; 
Joe' Lippert, W ilmont, Nobles; Lemuel 
Swanson, S t. James, Watonwan; Wil liam 
Dvorak, Jordan, Scott; George Bissen, 
Caledonia, Houston: George Kortz, 
Eden Prairie, H ennepin; Raymond 

50 Gopher D elegates 
P r iming for Chicago 

f IFTY 4-H club members, the maxi-
mum number permitted Minnesota at 

the National lub Congres , will head for 
Ch icago late this month determined to 
bring back as large as possible a string 
of national laurels as a climax to the 
b.iggest 4-H cltib year the Gopher state 
has yet experienced. 

Among the tean1s and indi viduals who 
wi ll take leading parts in one form or 
another of national competit ion are the 

Leader to Broadcast 

Q NE outstand ing bit of recognition 
has already been accorded Min

nesota in connection with the National 
Club Congress to be held at Chicago 
starting this month . T. A. Erickson' 
sta te 4-H club leader, has been invited 
to b.e a speaker on the National 4-H 
Radio~ P.rogram to be broaclcasted by 
the at1onal Broadcasting Company 
Saturcla)I noon, ovember 30. 

Mr. E ri ckson·s subj ect will be 
''Farming and Homemaking Achieve
ments and Their Value to Boys and 
Girls." 

Mr. Erickson's appointment on the 
broadcasting program was recom
mended by C. VI/. Warburton, director 
of the federa l extension service Wash-
ington, D. C. ' 

fo llowing: garment demonstration team 
Marie Trnka and Ida Picha, Ne\~ 
Prague, Scott county; general livestock 
judging, Morten Kolsrud, Hills, Vernon 
Kvale, Beaver Creek and Werner Stege
mann, B~aver Creek, Rock county; poul
try J udgmg team (to be chosen at Junior 
Livestock Show); bread team Thora 
Egland and F lorence Peterson ' Henne
pin county; advanced bread tea~ Lucille 
Werring and Beatrice Steffi, S le~py Eye, 
Brown county; 1928 corn champion, 
Harlan .Stoffregre1~, Nicollet county ; 
cake baking champion, Nadine Bennett, 
EHendale, . Steele county; canning cham
pion, Mane Severson, Brewster, Nobles. 

Members of the grand champion agri 
cultural demonstration team at the state 
fa ir wil l a lso make the trip, these being 
Arthur Bolrnsack and Walter Scharf of 
New Prague, Scott county. 

Griffith, Docl.ge Center, Dodge; Adolph 
Schul tz, Spring.field , Redwood; Vaughn 
Brown, New Richland , Waseca; Clinton 
Carlson, Mart in county; Ralph Smith, 
v\/ inclom, Cottonwood; \Valter Moeller 
P ipestone, Pipestone; \Vil ford Auge: 
Randolph, Dakota; Helmer Quist, Lafay
ette, N icollet; Orville Sather, Madison, 
Lac qui Parle; Lester Kettner, Pine I s
land, Goodhue; Loren Holmberg, Avoca, 
Murray; Joseph Regnier, Ghent. Lyons; 
Harold Getchell , Kensington, Douglas ; 
Raymond Su ll ivan, New Prague, L e 

ueur; and George Moeller, Fergus 
Falls, W. Ottertail. 
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W HITFIELD F INISHES I N 
3 COUNTIE S IN OCT OBER 

C O TCLUDlNG her work in three 
counties in October, Miss Eves E. 

Whitfield, extension specialist in clothing, 
reports a splendid achievement day in 
Clothing II in \i\Tinona county and suc
cessful check-up events in Pr ject I in 
Hubbard and Beltrami counties. 

Summary reports show the following 
significant facts: In vVinona, 205 of 218 
members reported. The project also 
reached 1 1056 other folks, a ll together 
reaching 50 per cent of the farm homes 
in the county. lmprovecl equipment re
ported amounted to 356 pi eces, while 
41676 garments were produced at a total 
saving of more than $3400. 

In Hubbard, 175 of the 2ro members 
completed and 655 additional persons 
were reached, including one-third of all 
the farm homes. Members reporting had 
made 2, 153 garments, saved $7.6o each 
and purchased 263 pieces of improved 
sewing equipment. 

Beltrami county had 238 members com
pleting out of a total enrollment of 295 
and 578 other persons were reached, the 
project being carried into 44 per cent of 
the homes. Group members averaged 
savings of $5 in clothing, having made a 
total of 2 1557 garments. Thirteen of the 
21 groups made IOO per cent report , an 
unusually good record considering the 
fact that Beltrami county covers so much 
territory. 

POULT RY ACHI E VE ME NT 
DAY BRIN GS BIG CROWD 

p ouLTRY achievement clay in Meeker 
county, Saturday, Octobe1· 51 brought 

out a crowd that put the seating capacity 
of the hi gh school gymna ium at Litch
fi eld to a seve1·e test. Near ly r,ooo per
ons were present to inspect the booths 

and hear the afternoon program. A 
chicken dinner was provided free by the 
pou ltry project members and despite the 
huge crowd, everyone wa plentifully 
served. · 

County Agent \\·. K Dyer conducted 
the prog ram. Speakers included Miss 
Cora E. Cooke, poultry specialist, and 
tvfiss Eva Blair. organization specialist. 
Several skits and playlet relating to 
bett.er poultry methods were staged by 
proiect members. The weather wa ideal 
everyone was interested and enthus i asti~ 
and a ll together it was a very successful 
conclusion for the poultry f.iroject. 

RICE COUNTY SIGNS UP 
R.EC OR D CL OTHING RO L L 

W ITH 5o6 women signed up, Rice 
county now has the largest enroll

ment in the clothing project that has ever 
been se~ured in any county in Minnesota, 
says Miss M. Lois Reid, extension spe
cialist in clothing, who held three leader 
training meetings there on October 9

1 
IO, 

an d IT. 1:riss Gwendolyn \~ atts, home 
demonstration agent, conducted three 

thcrs on October l S, 16, and 18. 
Thirty-nine organized groups are tak

ing up the project enthusiast ically. 
Twenty-one newly organi zed groups have 
been added ince the appointment of Miss 
Vlatt to Rice county, July r. The 
county has a one-hundred per cent home 
and community commit! c with chair
men in every township. 
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Farm Economics 
By W . L . Caver t 

"AGRICULTURAL REF ORM IN THE U NITED ST ATES" 

T HE above i the title of a recent book by Dr. J. D. Black, professor of agri
cultural economics at Howard University, and formerly chief in agricultural 

economics at 1i[innesota. 
It is generally conceded that the work contains the mo t comprehensive 

analysis of recent tendencies in agriculture and the most complete analysis of 
the suggested remedies that has appeared under one cover. lt would be well 
worth while for every worker in agricultural extension to read it carefully. The 
scope of the work m ay be infetTe cl from the title of the five parts into which 
it is divided. These a re as follows: I. The Setting; II. The ur pluse ; III. 
Price Raising by Government Action; l \'. Ad j ustment-lndividual and Co-operative; 
V. The Reform . 

On page 36 is an interesting su mmary of the changes that may be expected 
in agriculture in the next r years, iI no changes are m ade in our present policy 
and progra m with respect to agricult ure. 

Among the tendencies that Dr. Black expects are the following: 

r. An increasing use of machinery and power 
on farms, and proportionately less labor. 

2. An expansion of crop production in those 
areas where machinery and power can be sub
stituted for labor, and a contraction of agri
culture elsewhere. 

3. Large farms, both in acres and in volume 
of output. 

4. Continuing technical improvements in agri
culture, better ct1ltural practices, better feeding, 
better varieties and breeds. 

5. An increasing volume of production con
stantly pressing on consumption, and kept in 
check by low prices whenever the output of any 
pt oduct advances too rapidly. This increasing 
volume will be per acre and per head of live
stock as well as per farm and per man. 

6. A greater technical intensity of produc
tion, in the sense that more fertilizer will be 
used, especially on the better grades of land and 
with the better grades of livestock; but all of 
this will be done with more power and machin
ery rather than with more labor. 

7. Costs per unit of product will decline be
cause of the substitution of power and machin
ery for labor, the improvements in the technique 
of production, and the large inputs of feed and 
!ertiHz~r, all giving larger outputs per unit of 
input. ·· 

8. . Prices of farm products will probably rise, 
relative to prices of other products, but very 
slowly, probably not one point a year on the 
index scale. 

g. Co-operative marketing and other related 
improvements in marketing w ill introduce some 
economies; but whether they will offset the ad
ditional ~osts of clos~r sorting and grading, bet
ter packmg, packagmg, and of more competi
tive advertising, is much to be doubted. Spreads 
between farm and retail prices will probably 
~~f:.ease; but the consumer will pay for most of 

. lo. There will be an increasingly better ad
JUStment of productton to economic conditions 
better farm organization and management. ' 

1 r. Farm incomes will rise, but rather slow
ly, possibly r or 2 per cent a year, due mostly 
to lower costs and larger production per farm. 

* * * * * * * * 
. 14. The scale of living of farm families will 

nse some~hat. fa ster than farm incomes, due to 
the reduct10n ~n the average number of persons 
on each . farm, and small further drains upon 
farm capital. 
. l 5· The I?Opulation living on farms will con

tinue to decline, but at a s lackening rate after a 
few more years. 

1 6: Land values . will continue to decline in 
the 1mportant farming areas1 but at a rapidly 
slackemng rate. Once they reach the bottom 
they will turn upward very slowly indeed. 

r 7. T.axes will continue to rise, although not 
very rap~dly. More roads will be built. Schools 
will be .improved. Better health fac il ities will 
be provided for farm people. This is s imply 
a part of the. rising scale of living. 
. 18. .The higher taxes per acre w ill make an 
1~creasmg ~mount of land submarginal for any 
kind of agnculture. 

lg. . M ortgag-es on ,farm property will prob
ably increase little further in absolute amount 
for the present. The slackening of the ra te of 
sale of farms has reduced the number of new 
mortgages that are being written. 

2<?· Tenancy will probably increase in most 
sect1ons, due to the inability of farmers to pro-

vide the funds with which to buy the larger 
acreages needed. The lower land values, and 
the lower rate at which farmers retire to town 
will be offsetting influences, which may prove to 
be the more potent. 

2 I. There will be more families which com& 
bine farming with other means of livelihood· 
and more city people will have homes in th~ 
country. 

The writer would be more optimistic 
than Dr. Black as to possible gains from 
co-operative marketing (see No. 9) and 
somew!1at more optimi tic as to the future 
of land price as regard land of the best 
qua lity (sec Ko. 16). 

Dr. Black does not make any foreca t 
on one of the most important factors 
having to do with the welfare of land ~ 
own ing farmer who have mortgages; 
namely, the trend of the genera l price 
level. 

"LIFE, SERVICE, AND COST OF 
FARM MACHIN ERY" 

T I-I_E fo.regoing is t he title of Iowa 
]".xpenment Stat10n bulletin 260. This 

bulletin gives a cominchcnsive report on 
the life, and annual cost of the various 
farm machine . 

The fo llowing is the normal Ii fe re
ported for ome of the common ma
chines: 

Normal Life 
Kind of Machine 
Corn binder .................... . 
Corn planter . ...... . ...•......... 
Corn sheller .................... . 
Cultivators ...... . .............•.. 
Engine-gasoline, stationary . . . ... . 
Ensilage cutter .. ............ .... . 
Grain binder .... . ............... . 
Grain drill . .. .. ......... ... . . ... . 
Hay loader ............•.....•.... 
Manure spreader ................. . 
Tractor ...... ... ... . ... ... ...... . 

in years 
14 
15 
18 
15 
15 
10 

16 
18 
20 

14 
8 

Apparently the more or less customary 
plan of figuring the life of farm machin
ery at IO years i a ltogether too low ex
cept in the case of tractors and ensilage 
cutters. 

An interesting item in the report is that 
the average cost of a corn picker for 
each day of use was $..J,.6o compared to 
$s.53 for a corn binder. The lower cost 
per clay of the corn picker in sp ite of 
its h igher first cost a nd shorter Ii fe was 
clue to the fact that the p ic~r was used 
15 clays per year compared to six for the 
corn binder. This is a st1·iking il lustra
tion of the fact that the per acre cost of 
farm machinery is largely dependent on 
the number of days o f use that are se
cured per year. 
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