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C. & N.-W. GIVES FREE 
TRI PS F O R CLUB WORK 

The Chicago & North Western Rail
way company believes that boys' and girls' 
club work is one of the most effective 
act1v1t1e for promoting agricultural ef
ficie ncy and prosperity and will prove its 
fa ith in the work this year by giving 
educat ional trips to the Internat ional 
Live tock Show at Chicago to 25 county 
winners in :Minnesota club work. 

Every county in Minnesota traversed 
by this ra ilway and having a full time 
county extension agent will have one of 
the e trips. At a conference between 
H. J. \tVagen, division fre ight and pas
senger agent of the orth \tVestern, and 
T. A. E rickson, state club leader , the 
plan for the trip was outlined . Com
plete deta il s will be sent the counti es 
concerned in a sh0rt time. The trips are 
not limited to any one project, but are 
meant to stimulate the work where most 
needed. 

fr. E rick on says this opportunity to 
visit the InternationaL will be a strong 
incentive to club members to do their 
best and will thus stimulate the entire 
junior program. 

J. F . KUEHN APPOINTED 
DIRECT O R'S ASSISTANT 

C. H. Welch, whose resignation as 
ass istant to Director F. W. Peck becomes 
effective July l , will be succeeded by 
J. F. Kuehn. 

Mr. Welch has been identified with 
farmers' ri nstitute work in Minnesota 
since January l , 1894, and ha s spent the 
greater part of the intervening years at 
U niversity Farm. When the agricul
tural extension work of the un iversity 
was organized in 1909, Mr. Welch was 
appointed ass istant to A. D . \tVi lson, the 
first d ir ector. Mr. W elch ret ires in or
der to develop a Carl ton county cutover 
farm on which his fami ly has been living 
the las t three years. 

Mr. Kuehn came to University Farm 
as a clerk iu 1909· For tile last five years 
he has been secretary of the State Stal
lion Registration Board and for the last 
year and a half secretary of the animal 
industry group of the university. 

Koochiching Drafts Miss Sabin 

Koochiching county now has a home 
demonstration agent a ll its own. Miss 
Clover Sabin, who was graduated from 
the M innesota Coll ege of Agriculture in 
1922, began work Jul y l as fu ll time 
agent in that far northern county. For 
a yea r past she has been district agent 
for the counties of Hubbard, Beltrami, 
Itasca, and Koochiching, g iving a week 
each month to each county. Her work 
in this fie ld has been very successful. 

ST. PAUL, 'UNN., JU LY, 1923 

SECOND POTATO TOUR 
DATED AUGUST 1 T O g 

Minnesota's first potato tour last year 
brought such good results that a second 
one will be held from August l to Au
gu t 9 this year. As organi zed by agri
cultural extension men of the university 
and the seed certificat ion section of the 
state depa rtm ent of agr iculture, co-ope
rat ing with county agents and leading 
potato growers, the tour will star t in 
Reel Lake coun ty Wednesday, A ugust I. 
A ugu t 2 will be spent in Pen
nington county, August 3 in Kittson 
county, Augu t 4 in Roseau and Lake of 
the \tVoocls counties, A ugust 5 (Sunday) 
in rest and r ecreation at International 
Falls, August 6 in Koochiching county, 
August 7 in Beltrami county, August g· 
in Itasca county, and August 9 in St. 
Louis county. 

The different county tour s will be 
routed through some of the state's lead
ing potato di tricts. Stops fo r the clay 
will be arranged by the county agents, 
each of whom will be in charge of his 
particular county. 

Various potato diseases, latest and best 
sp raying methods and principles of cul
tivat ion in the field will be observed and 
stud ied. Demonstrations will be g iven 
in the use oI machinery and materia l for 
fighting pests. All persons interested in 
success ful potato growing are invited to 
join the tour . 

Testing Increases Butterfat Production 
The ha lf-year mark has been reached 

in a year's test to be conducted by the 
Dakota county cow testing associations. 
Agent vV. E. Watson says the figures 
reveal 197 cows in the two 2ssociations 
that have produced 200 pounds or more 
of butterfat for the six months' period. 
The Hastings National Bank will give a 
s ilver loving cup to the highest produc
ing grade herd in the county. 

Spraying Trees for First T ime 
Many more farmers and orchardists 

a re spraying for the fir st time th is year, 
accord ing to the agents of Goodhue and 
Dodge counties. Several rings have been 
organized· in the latter c~unty. 

Many Pigs Left Despit e Losses 
In spite of a 30 per cent death loss 

among young pigs on 31 farms in D odge 
county, there is sti ll an average cf 46 
pigs to the farm, reports C. L. McNelly, 
agent for Dodge county. 

Sewing Classes Make Exhibit 
Women of Wabasha and surrounding 

towns who attended the sewi ng project 
classes pres ided over by M iss Nora Hott, 
state special ist, gave an exhibition of 
thei r work at the courthouse a t \ i\/abasha. 
Eighty-two different garments and ar
ticles were exhibited. and the home dem
onstration work was pronounced a great 
success. 

No. IO 

COUNTY AGENTS PLAN 
OUTING FOR JULY 2 0 -2 3 

Pursuant to a cu tom fo llowed in fo r
mer year s, the County Agents' associa
tion of Minnesota is planning its annual 
out ing which wi ll be held at Gull Lake, 
Crow Wing county, continuing from 
Friday, July 20, to Monday, July 23. A ll 
agents and their fami lies a re invited to 
participate in the outing. The County 
Age nts' as ociation, through Director F. 
W. P eck, is sending an invitat ion to a ll 
extens ion workers in Mi nn esota to join 
the coun ty agents in the excurs ion to 
Gull L"" ke. A general a rrangements 
comm ittee in charge of the outin g con
sists of Agents \ i\/ . E . Watson, Dakota 
county; T. G. Stitts, Meeker county; 
F. E . Krause, Faribault county, and D. 
C. Dvoracek, Beltrami county. County 
Agent E. G. Roth of Crow \ i\/ ing county 
is in charge of local arrangements . 

RIGHT KIND OF FEED 
SAVES DAIRYMAN'S COW 

The feeding of alfalfa hay and about 
an ounce of steamed bonemeal a clay 
along with her grain ration of corn and 
oats restored a dairy cow which had lost 
the use of her legs because her feed had 
been deficient in mineral matter. The 
cow belongs to a Garden City dairyman, 
and the incident is reported by L. E . 
McM illan , the Blue Earth county agent, 
who recommended the a lfalfa and bone
meal d iet and regrets that he could not 
make arrangements to use the an imal 
in demonstrat ions of good feeding. 

Alfalfa Stand Good 
The Le Sueur cou nty agent placed 

nearly 6,ooo pounds of alfalfa seed and 
reports that the tand is good, and tha t 
the farmers are much pleased in getting 
this work well started. 

Work in Nutrition Started Anew 
The state specialist and the Mahno

men county extension peop le have taken 
up the work in nutrition where it was 
left off on account of severe weather 
conditions and poor mea ns of travel. 
"The same keen interest is show n in 
meetings this spr ing as last fall," says 
the county agent. 

Alfalfa Acreage Boosted Again 
T. G. Stitts, agent for Meeker county, 

has had to revise hi s alfalfa acreage 
fi gures again. "We hoped at the begin
ning of the year to plant a thousand 
acres of alfalfa this season," he says. 
"From the best information I can now 
gather, more than 5,000 acr s of alfalfa 
have been planted this year." 

Sow Thistle Spreading 
The sow thistle has worked its way 

into Stevens county, according to the 
agent who has been called to identify 
samples of this weed pest. 
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BOILI G IT DOWN 

This issue mark the beginning of the 
new fiscal year and brings into effect the 
reduction in the size of Extension Serv
ice r ew made necessary by the reduc
tion in our state appropriation for exten
sion service. VI/ e are going to attempt 
to make the News even more valuable to 
the field workers this coming year by 
excluding all material not vitally con
cerned w ith the extcn ion service and by 
making all the items as brief as possible. 
\-,..re shall appreciate receiving items of 
interest and of value from the exten ion 
field workers, for one of the most ef
fective forms of publicity in extension 
work is that of concrete examples of 
su cessful practices by various methods 
of work. 

RETIREMENT OF MR. WELCH 
It is with unu ual regret that the cen

tral office of cxten ion contemp lates the 
resignation of . H. \-,..re l ch as secretary 
of the extension division. 

There come a time in every one's ex
p ricncc when choices must be made that 
vitally change the trend of events for 
those making the choices themselvc and 
for others who arc concerned. Vl/e do 
not hes itate to say that we are in com
plete sympathy with the choice made by 
1vir. \Velch in the making of a fine fa rm 
home in Carlton county, and we know 
that the field workers will remember the 
distinct lo s to th division in the diffi
culties that arc bound to arise the com
ing year bccau e his guiding hand has 
been removed from the steering wheel. 
We are going to do the best we can. but 
It is with misg h·i ngs that there will be 
many mistakes and perhaps some dis-

atisfaction in the correlation of dates 
and speaking engagements between the 
sp ciali ts' crvice and the various coun
ties. 

\Ve know that the incere best wishe 
<>f every previous and p1·e ent extension 
worker in the late g c with Mr. \-,..Te lch 
and his family to their new home and 
experience . \-,.,r re fuse to admit that 
they are no longer members of the ex
tension family, but we think of them 
as sim1 ly having moved into a different 
environment and tru t that they will con
tinue to be connected in a very intimate 
way with the finne ota exten ion erv
ice. 

EXTENSION SER yrcE NEWS 

NO LES ENING OF RESPONSI
BILITY 

With the growth of· the co-operat ive 
marketing movement many of the edu
cational functions which have heretofore 
been performed by extension agents wi II 
be as urned by the co-operatives. The 
co-operative does not content it elf mere
ly with sell ing the products offered by 
it members, delivered at the time and in 
the manner to which the member has 
been accu tomed. It ees to it that the 
product is graded, packed, or otherwise 
proces eel, or prepared in the manner in 
which the trade demands it. The time 
at which the consumer wants the product 
i a lso con iderecl. These are functions 
which the marketing agency naturally 
assumes in order to get the most for the 
member's goods, but the process of chang
ing the member's old unprofitable habits 
to better ways is an educational process, 
clone largely by the farmer' own bu ine 
organ ization, and not entirely by a public 
agency. 

The new i\Iinnesota Potato Growers' 
Exchange contemplates a program of 
grading, packing, loading, and delivering 
far in ad1·ance of anything which has 
been con iderecl possible in the state. 
The egg marketing plans include a simi
lar program. Perfect performance can 
not be expected at the start. but the as
sociation may be expected to bend every 
effort to reach perfection in these re-
pects a soon as possible. The assist

ance of all possible agencies will doubt
less be enlisted to accomplish this end, 
but it will be the farmer's own organiza
tion leading the light and not an employe 
of the public urging him on. 

Does thi mean a lessening of the re
sponsibilities of the county and tate ex
tension'· service? Does· it even forecast a 
time when the farmers will take OYer 
entirely thi educational program? 1\ot 
at all. As these simpler, more apparent 
problems are olvecl, other and perhaps 
more difficult ones will pre ent them
selves. The co-operative . marketing 
movement offers an opportunity to set in 
motion a system, not only of orderly 
selling, but also of automatic correction 
of unprofitable and inefficient practices. 
The extension service shou ld do its share 
lo set uch a system in motion, then turn 
its attention to whatever problems are 
ahead. It wi ll take cl ear heads and keen 
thinking to crystallize these needs and 
find the 1·emeclies, but the extension serv
ice must be fou nd in the lead, whatever 
the problems- confronting agr icu ltme. 

Eggs Moving in Carload Lots 
Carload shipments of eggs are going 

forward we kly from the creame1·ies of 
:Meeker county. The or iginal plan was 
to have five creameries handle eggs. In-
tead, eleven are now in the busine s. 

"The shipment seem to be satisfactory, 
and good work is being done," says the 
county agent. 

Wheat-Flax Mixture Under Trial 
land. of . pring-seeclecl grain are very 

uneven m Kittson county. says the agent, 
with the result that some farmers have 
been seed ing flax into their wheat. One 
of the b?nanza farmers of the county 
planted hts wheat and flax as a combina
tion crop. More flax. clover, and alfa lfa 
have been own than usual and much 
le wheat. 

SEWING CLUB WINNERS 
GOING TO STATE FAIR 

.Local and county garment club work 
clo eel 11·ith the customary exhibits and 
demonstrations during May and J unc at 
which teams given below were chosen 
for the demonstration contest at the State 
Fair. A few of the team yet remain lo 
be reported. 

Eve ry county having an enrollment of 
at least 15 garment club member is en
titled to representation by a team of two 
members at the fair. Each team is re
qu ired to bring a ewi ng exh ibit. The 
fair wi ll be the meeting ground of about 
50 team , the railroad fare of the mem
bers being paid by the fair m2nagement. 

The Ladie · Home Journal Pattern 
company will send the best two sewing 
teams using it patterns in their demon
strations to the Kational Boys' and Girls' 
club meeting in Chicago next winter. 
These teams will be selected at the 11 in
nesota fa ir. All sewing team will be 
giver~ opportunity to compete in the 
home economics championship for the 
selection of a team to represent i\Iinne
sota at the Interstate Fair at Sioux City. 

According to T . A. Erickson, state 
leader, the garment club work i one of 
the really popular lines of work among 
the girls this year. The enrollment, he 
says. is the largest it has ever been : 

l\ ortheast District 
t. Loui -Fern Krining, Dorothy tein, 

L eEtta J ohnson, E\·eleth. 
Cass-Dorothy Patterson and Elma Locke, 

R emer. 
Lake-Ina Ja)· and )[ae Dawson , Two H ar· 

bors. 
Carlton-i\Iartha Oak and elma Oja, Clo· 

quet. 
Koochiching-Olga Anderson and Helen .An

derson, Forsyth. 
Itasca- Luverne Lynn and Glady Lammon, 

Coleraine. 
North Central District 

Hennepin-i\Iildred Braudon, ~1apl e Plain; 
Gladys chmitz, \Vayzata. 

Dakota-Gertrude \\"halen and Alice John· 
ston. Rosemount'. 

wift-Irma Beck, Evelyn Lindman, and 
Elsie i\Ielin. Kerkhoven . 

Pope-Ethel Arnet and Velma Hubert, \"ii· 
lard. 

, Stearns-Rosella Larson and Florence Graber, 
Sauk Center. 

Wilkin-Georgia Wrecker and Hazel Gid· 
dings, B reek en ridge. -

Scott-Josephine Bechman, Gertrude Feh· 
landt, and Grace i\Iensing. Jordan. 

Southern District 
.F'illmore-LaVeta i\Iullane and Marguerite 

Barnes . Preston. 
Nicollet-Theresa Peterson and Bernadine 

Hendrickson. Nicollrt. 
i\Iartin-Emma Temple and Helen R ose, 

Sherburne. 
R edwood-Emily Clausen and Elvira Fuller, 

Lamberton. 
Jackson-)Iildred Boettger, ro rma Wiese and 

Beulah Bamsey, Sioux Valley. 
Freeborn-Evelyn Jensey and Alice. Pie chie, 

,\lbert Lea . 
Blue Earth-Camella Gruber and JJennie 

\Valsh, i\Iankato. 
Dodge- i\Iarie Engstrom and Esther Bles ie, 

Kasson. 
i\Iower- Ella \Vohlers and Erna M. Schwerin, 

Elkton. 
\¥inoJ~~~-wood- ara Hud on and Gladys Fisk, 

Steele-Helen Kriesel, Vivian Sawyer and 
Theresa A. Duirgan, Clin ton Fall . • 

Watonwan- Dorothy Morse, Adelia Gjertson 
and Ht!Jred Anderson, Madelia. 

Northwest District 
Clay-Elva Gingery and Dorothy Johnson, 

Glyndon. 
Polk-Hedvig Anderson and Margaret Ness 

Erskine. ' 
Beltrami-Pearl Bakke i\Iallard · Bertha 

Djonne, \ Vilton. ' ' 
\\Tadena-Pearl Gustaf on and Agnes Spohn, 

Wadena. 
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LOCAL LEADERS PRAISE 
CLOTHING GROUP WORK 

Leaders in the clothing project feel 
great ly re pa id fo r the time ana effort 
they have pent. Mrs. Harry Grant of 
\i\Tilmont, Nobles county, says in her nar
rative report: "As a I ader, I find I have 
gained doubly as much a have the other 
members of the group. I had the op
portun ity to attend th leaders' meet ings 
and then prepare the les on for teaching 
at the group meetings. 1 fervently be
lieYe I was assigned a group of as in
dustriou and appreciative women (some 
men dropped in at e\'Cry meeting) as 
ever existed. The time for work was 
set at r o'clock sharp <nd there was not 
a meeting we were not at full speed at 
the scheduled t ime or shortly before and 
worked steadily till 5 o'clock when a 
lunch wa served." 

i'.frs. Featherstone of Reel \Ving, Good
hue county, write : "l can surely ay 
that all the women able to take this 
course were very glad of the chance and 
every one is taking the next cour e. \Ve 
;:II feel that it has been very profitable 
as ,,·ell as most enjoyable. More women 
are becoming interested right along and 
a larger class has enrolled for the home 
management course." 

In regard to the community exhibit held 
in \i\Tabasha, :Mrs. i'.IcCaffrey says: 
"Really, I can't begin to tell what lovely 
thing were brought. I was so proud of 
it and so was Mr. Bennett. \Ve had be
tween 60 and 70 visito1· , which was very 
good considering the busy season . Every
one was surprised at the exhibit and on 
every side I heard women say: 'vVell. if 
I had known the work wa anything like 
this, I urely would have joined the 
class.' There is strong sentiment for a 
similar project next year." 

i'.Irs. Loechler. one of the untiring 
leaders from Wabasha, says: "I have 
helped a great many-alma t roo in a ll. 
I have made 30 of those stitches and 
passed them around." 

M r s. Keye of F lorence farm bureau, 
Goodhue county, says: "I enjoyed every 
moment that we worked with the women 
and surely can say we have gained more 
than words can express ." Her assistant, 
Mrs. Huneke, says: "Just what we need
ed. I enjoyed it as a leader." 

NEW SPECIALIST IN 
CLOTHING JOINS STAFF 

Miss L ily An ne Len!1a rt begins work 
as extension specia list in clothing July 
I. Miss Lenhart i an alunma of the 
University of Minnesota. :Miss Nora 
Hott has cleciclecl to remain in Minnesota 
as an extens ion specialist in clothing, so 
the home demonstration office now has 
two fu ll -time workers. 

Longley Swings ' Round the Circuit 
Longley, of Kittson county, was on the 

road 28 of the 31 clays in May, and one 
of the three was Memo1· ial day. He 
traveled 956 miles by auto and held :12 
meet ings having a total attendance of 
r,034. 

Indorsed All Along the Line 
Twelve meetings to consider co-opera

t ive poultry and egg marketing have been 
held in Steele county. In every case the 
p la n was unanimously indorsed. 

Extensio n Picnickers at Wildwood 
The annual agr icultural extens ion di

v ision picnic was held at W il dwood, 
\i\Thite Bear Lake, on Monday, ] une 18. 
The day was perfect as to weathe r and 
the viand would have graced any ban
quet board. There was a good attendance 
and a clay of unalloyed pleasure for all 
present. A featu r e out of the usual was 
the presentation to C. H . \ i\Telch from 
his exten 1011 colleagues of a Hamilton 
gold watdi and a two-tube rad io set 
which wil l be set up and used on his 
i'.Ioose Horn farm near Barnum. 11 iss 
] uniata Shepperd, who also retires with 
the encl of the fiscal year, wa presented 
with a handsome reading lamp and a 
bond for cho ice books. 

Doubles Order s for Explosives 
Neubauer, agent for St. Loui cotmty, 

reports that twice as much e..-.;:plosive has 
been distributed in that county this spring 
as was handled la t year. Three and 
possibly four land-clea ring rings w il l 
soon be organized. 

Farm Wages $40 to $60 a Month 
-Yiany farmers in Steele county are 

still short of help. ..Wages are from $.to· 
to $60 a month with all kinds of priv
ileges, says County Agent Torblaa. 

NEW AGENT IS NAMED 
FOR HOUSTON COUNTY 

\i\Tes lcy D. Stegner has be~n employed 
as county agent of Houston county to 
succeed, C. C. Turner who leaves the 
work July r. It is hoped that Mr. Tur
ner may be retained in county agent 
work in some other county in :Minne
sota. 1r. Stegne1· wa bo:·n and reared 
in Bigstone coun ty, Minn. He was gradu
ated from the \ i\T est Central School of 
Agriculture at r111orris, and has recently 
comp leted the cour e in agriculture at 
University Fann, spec ializing in animal 
husbandry, farm m:.u1agement, and agri
cultural econontics. He has had exten
sive farm experience and has successfully 
operated farms himself. During the 
ummers, whi le attending school, he 

worked one year on a farm, spent anoth
er a field editor of the Brainerd Trib
une and in the summer of 1922 was em
ployed by the Montana Agricultural Col
lege in grasshopper control work. 

F ormaldehyde Gains in Favor 
Because the hot formaldehyde t reat

ment of seed potato stock is held to be 
cheaper and quicker it is replacing the 
corrosive sublimate treatment to some 
extent in Kittson county. Many growers 
treated the seed. 

New Divisions for County Extension Supervision 
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SIX CASH PRIZES HUNG 
UP F OR 'TATO GROWERS 

A spec ial commercial pota to exhibit 
which will put all others in the shade is 
planned by the stale fair management 
for th e coming state fair September l to 
8. R. F. H a ll, superintendent of the 
agricultura l department of the fair, has 
pla ed R. C. Rose, from tho ~gric~ltur~ l 
exten sion divi; ion of the umvers1ty, 111 
charge and forecasts 300 djfferent ex
hibits. Entry blanks arc now ready _ and 
ca n be obtained of Mr. Rose at On1ver
s ily Farm or o f Ur. Hall. 

This competition is open to any grower, 
oraa nizat ion r firm in Minnesota. State 
fafi· people 'have set as ide $450 for six 
cash prize which will be divided $100 to 
the fir t, $go to the second. $80 to the 
third, $70 to the fourth, $60 to the fifth, 
and $so to the ixth. 

An exhibit must cons ist of at least 
five bushel s ot any one variety of, Min
nesota grown potatoes graded to meet 
the federal and state requirements. :The 
exhibitor n:ust denote what particular 
1 urpo e or trade demand he is trying 
to fill using such terms as '"Early Gen
eral ~Iarket," "Fancy Horne Trade," 
"Retail Store Trade," "Hotel Trade," 
"Fancy Bakers," and "Certified Seea." 
The potatoes wilJ be snld to the highest 
bidder the last day of the fair and the 
rece ipts turned over to the exhibitors. 

34 MIN NESOT A COUNTIES 
GRANT APPROPRIATIONS 
As the Extension Service News goes 

lo press, 34 counties have already granted 
a1 propriations f r agricu ltural extension 
service fo r the year beginning either 
January I or July l , 192J. The list of 
counties fo ll ows: 
Aitkin 
I igstone 
Blue Earth 
Hrown 

a rll on 
hi sago 
row \Ving 

Faribault 
Freeborn 
I fennepin 
H ou ton 
Hubbard 

Itasca 
Kana bec 
Kooch iching 
Lake 
Lake of the 

Woods 
Lyon. 
Mahnomen 
Marlin 
Mower 

1icoll et 
Olmsted 

Ottertail 
Pipestone 
R amsey 
R ed L a ke 
St. Loui s 
Sherbu rne 
T odd 
Traverse 
\Vatonwan 
Wilkin 
\.\I in on a 

Standard Patterns A vailable 

The clothing proj ect committee of the 
St. Louis County Club has prepared a 
set of tandard patterns fo 1· children's 
clothes which are sent out by Miss Anna 
Tikkanen the home demonstration agent, 
whenever, any woman, club, or commu
nity in the county request them. 

W omen Make Iceless Refrigerators 

Twenty women from communities sur
rounding Park Rapids met with Miss 

lover abin, the di trict home demon
strati n agent, fo r a demon tration of the 
iccle refrigerator. Several of the wom
en a si ted in awing wooden trips, nai l
ing a frame work together, and cutting 
wire screening. on ider i11g the ma
terial and tools with which they had to 
work, they displayed control of temper 
and a product which would be a credit 
to anyone. The refrige1·ator was placed 
in the county extension office and ca n be 
obtained by the women who wish to 
demon trate it in their communities. 

EXTENSION SERVICE NEWS 

Will Get More Out of Judging 
Directors of the Winona county fair 

association wi ll bu ild a judging are1~a so 
that th e judges may have more anima ls 
under their supervision at the same t1111e, 
and o that many more patrons. of the 
fair will be able to observe the iudg111g 
and listen to the statements of the judges. 

Carver County Plants More Alfalfa 
Four hundred acres rep resent the in

crea ed area devoted to al fat fa in Car
ver county this year. It wa in Carver 
county that Grimm ex1 rimented with 
and increased his handful of alfalfa seed 
brought from the old country. 

Alfa lfa Prosper s; M eadows Suffer 
Alfalfa in Houston county was knee

high on l'vfay 28, says the county agent. 
The trial patches of sweet clover tood 
up even higher than the alfalfa._ At' the 
same time the meadows were very hart 
-not more than ix inches high-on ac
count of the dry weather of the spring. 

Soybean Variet ies Under T est 
E leven varieti es of soybean are be

ing grown in a trial plot con_duc;ted by 
the extension and agronomy d1v1s1ons on 
the S. M. Swenson farm at Boyd, Lac 
qui P'arle county. It is hoped to deter
min e from this trial what varieties are 
be t fo r that particular district. 

Two Boy Breadmakers W in 
At least two boy breadmakers have 

broken into the mystic circle, with the 
returns not all in as this is written. 
vVa!ter Bartsch of the Rapidan consoli
dated school was first in the individual 
breadmaking con test in Blue Earth coun
ty, whil e R icha rd Danek of Onamia was 
declared the champion breadmaker 111 

fille Lacs. 

N ew Work for Corwin 
W. J. Corwin, who ha s been in charge 

of the outheastern district under the 
four-district plan, will be engaged in or
ganization work for the extension di
vi ion the ne-"\'.t few months. 

Akeley Woman's Flock F irst 
The 50 Rhode Island Reds owned by 

Mrs. Lester Voshell of Akeley won the 
egg-laying contest for Apri l in Hubbard 
county. They produced 1,238 eggs, or 
an average per hen of 24.76 eggs. The 
second best flock, owned by E. P. Jon
clah l of Bemidji, averaged 23.27 eggs. 

Farmington's Wool Pool 
The Farmington agency, which is con

ducting a wool pool, makes the following 
announcement of interest to county agents 
at this time: 

"We have a fire and moisture proof 
building favorably located as to railroad 
sen-ice and exceptionally suited fo r au to 
or truck loads. When wool is shipped 
by train we pay the drayage charges. 
V\Tool twine four ply paper at 25 cents a 
pound, and wool bags at 40 cents with 
credit upon return fill ed with wool · rea
sonable protection from fire or to~nado 
furni heel free, with additional insurance 
at ou r low rate if requested. Money will 
be advanced up to half the value of the 
wool on the grower's own note backed 
by _war~l10u e receipts, at 6 p~r cent. 
Twm city rates for outgoing shipments 
of wool." 

BALED STRAW HOUSE 
BUILT FOR POULTRY 

A sample baled st raw pou ltry house 
was recently built by County Agent W. 
E. Hargrave of Swift county and other 
person interested . Baled straw was 
used for the walls, except that the front 
was of ord inary lumber and glass con-
truction . The roof was thatched with 

straw, coarse slough grass well raked 
down being used fo r the outer cover
ing. The straw h<;>us~ can be equipped 
with all the furn1sh111gs of the most 
expens ive poultry houses and can be 
kept snug and w'.l rm _and well ven
tilated. The cost 1s est imated at about 
$40 or from one-fourth to orle-third 
of the cost of a frame poultry house. 

r . E. Chapman, poultry specialist, 
inclorses the use of the ba led straw 
house as a "make hift" proposition ~o 
tide over owners who may not be . m 
position to build the more expens ive 
hou es. H e says the idea ought to be 
especially serv iceable to renters who plan 
to grow ch ickens bt!t lack the co-opera
tion of owners. 

For a flock of 100 Leghorns or 75 of 
the larger breeds such as Rocks and Reds 
the depth oi the house should not be less 
than 15 feet. The length shou ld be in 
proportion to the ize of the fl ock, allow
ing fou r square feet for large breeds and 
three quare feet for small breeds. . 

Swift county is well situated to give 
the Hargrave poultry house a good trial. 
It produces straw to burn and ha bal
ing facilities on a large scale at Clontarf 
and elsewhere in the county. 

Pocket Gophers Eradicated 
Demonstrations given by Clarence 

Mickel extension entomol ogist, in pocket 
gopher' erad ication in Ottertail county 
have borne the best of results . County 
Agent Kelehan says that farmers fol
lowing the methods advised by Mr. 
Mickel have assured him that they have 
killed practically every gopher on their 
farms. 

2,000 Acres in Sugar Beets 
Approx imately 2,000 acres of sugar 

beets have been planted in lhe Thief river 
vall ey, says :McCann of Penning~on coun
ty. Mexicans and German Russians have 
been imported in large· numbers to take 
care of the fi elds. 

F ighting Scab With Inoculated Sul
phur 

Inoculated sulphur for controll ing scab 
on potatoes is being given a thorough 
trial on the Francis White farm at For
syth, Koochiching county. The material 
for the trial is being furni shed by a 
chemical company. 

· Melrose Juniors Growing Gardens 
Many boys and gir ls in the grade 

school garden club project work at Mel
rose are cultivating 18-foot square gar
dens thi s year. Cash pr izes are g iven 
from money collected by the women of 
the Study club. 

June Vacations Significant 
Bachelors among the county agents 

who took significant vacations in June 
included C. C. Hickman, F. L. L ieben
ste in and A. A. Kosmoski, of Pipe
stone, Mower and Linco ln counties, 
respectively . Congratu lations are ex
tended. 
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