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Like many a good story, this one 
starts from the end, working back 
to the beginning—at least, when 
this researcher last worked with 
the Aurora St. Anthony Peace 
Sanctuary Garden. This garden, a 
place of education and community 
advocacy, operates through the 
open-hearted and consistent 
efforts of its community members. 
With community leaders who are 
deeply embedded in the Twin 
Cities/Minnesota/National urban 
gardening movement, the Peace 

together, united by the goals of 
garden education, disseminating 
healthy food choice options, and 
establishing an emporium of garden 
knowledge. The Redesign of the 
Peace Garden became a design for 
a neighborhood, led by the people 
within it who deeply care about it. 

As the summer of 2014 winds to an end, 
the Urban Farm and Garden Alliance  
reviews its successes with the Aurora/
St. Anthony Peace Garden at its core. 

Garden flourishes and thrives. 
Through the course of the project, 
it became clear that establishing 
connection and collective knowledge 
through neighbors, friends, and 
other gardeners associated with 
nearby community gardens was an 
integral part of the Peace Garden’s 
development. 

By the end of my tenure with the 
Peace Garden, an official alliance 
was created: the Urban Farm and 
Garden Alliance. Through this new 
organization, some of the original 
goals of the Peace Garden leaders 
could be met. When I first met Melvin 
Giles, one of the Peace Garden’s 
key members and my mentor, he 
said that his hope was to, “Feed 
the neighborhood [healthy, fresh 
food].” This overarching goal led to 
the pursuit of a grant* to help knit 
a group of community gardeners 

The Alliance

Cornucopia: 
Team 

Players

Urban Farm and Garden Alliance Members

1) CDC Greenhouse Garden
2) ASA Peace Sanctuary Garden

3) Lexington Commons
4) Pilgrim Baptist Church

5) Victoria Community Garden
6) Morning Star Baptist Church

Marketing Postcard for the Urban Farm and Garden Alliance

St. Paul Summit-University (Rondo) Garden Alliance

*See Appendix A for information on CURA’s 
Neighborhood Partnership Initiative Grant



Dream of Wild Health

David Moan: Master Gardeners Program Manager

Sustainable Food Lab

Tim Paige - AquaponicsGrowing Power: Will Allen

Afro Eco

GFJI: Growing Food and Justice for All Initiative

Northside Fresh

Tai hao BBQ
Sandy McNeilDiane and Winston

Terrell

Rahul Kumar
Shawn Moore Mrs. Rodriguez, Ricky, Ybergo, Lydia

Mrs. Mims

Inez (Peaches)

Metric Giles

Eugene BarringerThe Currans

Seitu Jones

Muneer Karcher-Ramos

Victoria Street Community Garden
Nate Galloway: Pilgrim Baptist ChurchMelvin E. 

Mrs. Patain Pam Nijiri

Heidi
ZZ

Mrs. Patain Morning  Star Baptist Church: Reverend 
Walker

Que Nha Vietnamese Restaurant

Minnesota Department of Health Grant Program

Public Art Saint Paul

St. Paul Urban League Corridors for Careers

Community Power GrantsSpringboard for the Arts

Midway Green Spirit
Pierce Butler Westland Commons Development

Community Engagement Innovation Fund 

Community Engagement Innovation Fund 

Sweetie Pie

Health—Ramsey County Master gardeners
Dave Moss

Peace Garden Children’s Garden

Peace Garden Children’s Garden

Victoria Community Garden
Frogtown CDC Garden

Dream of Wild Health
Lily White: Kids Nibble Gardens

Frogtown Farm: Linda, Norma

Ober

Linda LittrellTim Paige

Lexington Commons
St. Anthony Park Community Garden 

Ober

Gardening Matters: Local Resource Food Hub
Community Garden Day

Selby Jazz Festival—neighborhood
Community Stabilization Project 

Stops for Us CampaignGood Grant Contest

Home Depot and  Menard’s Grant

Green Lands Blue Waters Conference

Bethel University: Shawn Moore

Frogtown/Summit-University Partnership 

University of Minnesota

Kristine Miller

Je� Corn

Valentine Cadieux

Elissa Brown

Solange Guillaume

Students for Design ActivismJohn Haminick: Campus Compact

Chris Crutch�eld: National Afternoon Out

Ramsey County Master gardeners (RCMG) and the 
diversity/inclusion committee

Rondo Days

Community Peace days

Conservation Corps—partnershipMax�eld Elementary

Project Pride in Living Taihoa BBQ

CWEEP—encouraging backyard garden

Golden Times

East Side Children’s Garden

Homey’s – neighborhood restaurant

Do Something

Hands-on Twin Cities Room By Room

Minneapolis Insight

Max�eld Elementary

Minnesota e-Health Connectivity Grant Program for Health Information Exchange 2012

Peace Garden Ripple E�ects Map Gardens, Impact, Action

      rganizations affiliated with the 
Peace Garden were one of the 
starting points of conversation 
with Melvin Giles, Megan Phinney, 
and Diane Dodge, the three 
people who formed the nexus 
of the Peace Garden and my 
research assistantship. Early in 
our relationship, they asked me 
to consider creating a ripple map, 
a technique that was used by the 
University of Minnesota’s Extension 
program (in this instance, led by 
Scott Chazdon) to engage with 
Master Gardeners and Community 
Gardeners. 

The experiences I drew from for this 
map came out of regularly scheduled 
conversations with Melvin, Diane, 
and Megan. I noted the organizations 
they worked with, people they 
mentioned, and places and gardens 
they knew and admired. Part of the 
goal of the map was to see where 
these connections could take the 
A/SA Peace Garden, as the group 
worked to establish its longevity. In 
fact, this way of working—back in 
forth in conversation, then gaining 
momentum towards a goal, was 
common to many aspects of our 
project. The Peace Garden Redesign 
was a plan slowly unfolding that 
impacted how the Peace Garden 
fit into the bigger picture of the 
neighborhood and beyond. 

O

Example Ripple map created by the 
UMN Extension program

Ripple Maps: 
Techniques for 
Connection
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Ripple map of Peace Garden connections
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        y first assignment for the Peace 
Garden was to create a series of 
posters for National Neighborhood 
Night (Afternoon) Out; it was the 
first of many opportunities in which 
I would be able to meet neighbors 
and supporters of the garden. In 
this series of posters, I created 
compilations from former pictures 
of neighbors, children, the various 
harvests. The Peace Garden is a 
small, compact space, the size of 
half a city lot, about 100’ x 16’. But, 
all redesign ideas needs aside, the 
community makes great use of th 
space, with garden parties, children 
educational sessions and harvests of 
raised beds and vines. 

M

National 
Af ternoon Out



Have a garden nearby? Place a pin on the map!

Live outside of the neighborhood?
Place a pin on the map below!

Aurora/St. Anthony
Peace Sanctuary Garden

Peace Sanctuary Garden

Aurora Ave

University Ave
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      he Four Agreements are the creed 
of the Peace Garden. Melvin taught 
them to me at our first meeting and 
asked me to make a poster of them. 
In a subsequent poster version, I 
was asked to provide the additional 
explanatory material, that helps 
elucidate the Four Agreements.* The 
map to the right was set up so that 
people at National Afternoon out 
could place a pin where they owned 
or worked in a garden. Because 
Melvin and Diane had talked about 
a need to connect the Peace Garden 
to the neighborhood, finding the 
common ground through gardening 
was the poster’s inspiration. 

T

*See Appendix B for the 4 Agreements



Diane Dodge, Peace Garden leader at the mic

Donna—a Peace Garden neighbor and activist

Neighbors sharing Rondo neighborhood news

City of St. Paul representative explaining 
upcoming safety issues for the new light rail 

installation which would be impacting the neighborhood

Rondo civic leader, Vaughn Larry, sharing upcoming events 

National Neighborhood 
Af ternoon Out Images
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This Fall, the St. Anthony/Aurora Peace Garden will be creating a garden 
food network in the neighborhood. Look for upcoming events to: 
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       t the next Peace Garden meeting, 
Melvin asked me to create a post 
card to pass out to folks who came 
to the National Afternoon Out. This 
was part of his larger plan to have 
me begin meeting and speaking with 
the neighbors about food, healthy 
eating and gardening. Often, graphics 
and graphic creation were more of a 
gateway to the language of beginning 
to know the neighbors which was a 
more integral part to creating and 
enacting changes to the garden and 
to how the garden interacted with 
the community. Though graphics and 
design were, on paper and contract, 
the reason for my relationship with 
the Peace Garden, the emphasis of 
the much of the work was on getting 
to know the neighborhood by being 
present. 

Presence came in the form of 
attending events, helping to plant, 
weed, and talk in the garden. Talking 
and gathering in the Peace Garden 
was the natural flow of the space—
people stopped by to chat with 
Melvin or Diane and quite frequently, 
left with their hands full of vegetables 
or something freshly picked to taste. 
The needs of the garden and the 
neighborhood were talked out in 
these impromptu visits, fueling the 
bigger-picture weekly conversations. 
Attending regular events in the 
garden made the use of the space 
more clear; as a designer, this can 
both be a boon and a deterrent to 
imagining the design.

A



M                  eetings throughout the fall 
led to the idea for a presentation/
neighborhood meeting that would 
bring members in to the design 
process—making the Peace Garden 
something that was built with the 
goals of the neighborhood in mind. 
Melvin gave out posters (to the 
right) to the neighborhood members 
that he hoped to attend and, on 
a very chilly night in December, 
Melvin Emanuel (another activist, 
artist, and founder of the Victoria 
neighborhood garden) hosted a 
group of neighborhoods, the Peace 
Garden, and my presentation at his 
home. With a generous donation 
from Kristine for local catering, we 
brought together the group for a 
design discussion. The event was not 
quite a charrette—a more official 
designing session—but an event 
that made design accessible to the 
community. 

Offering the workshop at Melvin 
Emanuel’s home was a key part of 
this endeavor. Melvin E had been 
good friends with the Peace Garden 
members, working with them on 
a variety of educational projects. 
Melvin Giles was hoping that through 
Melvin E’s hosting, there would 
be even more leadership on the 
part of Melvin E. with respect to 
steering the projects of the Peace 
Garden. In addition to Melvin E. and 
his family, five other community 
members, Metric Giles—Melvin Giles’ 
brother—and Megan Phinney were in 
attendance at the meeting. 
 
In meetings prior to this gathering, I 
had advanced some of my ideas for a 
logo for the Peace Garden as part of 
some of the marketing endeavors of 
the garden within the neighborhood. 
In hindsight, I am still torn as to 
whether the Peace Garden needs a 

logo with respect to how the group 
functions within the neighborhood. It 
was one of my first times attempting 
a commercial logo, with mixed 
success. We presented three options 
to the neighborhood attendees 
including Metric Giles, who all 
voted and provided insight into the 
direction they would like to see the 
logo take. The circular logo and the 
vine that expanded horizontally were 
the two favorites of the group. They 
were interested in seeing something 
that showed people or hands as a 
form of connectedness, so in future 
iterations, I would recommend to 
designers working with the Peace 
Garden to take the logo in a people-
centered direction. Some additional 
interests were in having letters that 
were in the shape of/represented 
fruits/vegetables.

The logo plan got subsumed pretty 
quickly by two things: the desire for 
a grant to support the Peace Garden 
and the garden design itself. As part 
of this community meeting, I also 
put together a “game” that contained 
model pieces (maybe too much like 
a doll house...I wondered about this) 
and cards that contained information 
about how much the model pieces in 
reality would cost and what benefits 
each piece might bring. I created a 
model base plan that was scaled to 
the actual size of the model pieces 
(my scale being 1”=10’) so the pieces 
could be placed on the base with 
accuracy—showing participants how 
big a shed might be, for example, 
compared to the rest of the space. 
The cards (page 11) contained cost 
and benefit data about each model 
piece in addition to a picture that 
showed what the item looks like in 
reality. There were two base “boards” 
and the community members at 
the meeting set up a variety of 
orientations for the model pieces. 

One thing I learned is that there 
was a preference for having a water 
feature in the garden. There were 

also practical interests, which I had 
taken into consideration for making 
the model. For instance, Megan 
Phinney had been interested in a sink 
station, so I created one in miniature 
so we could talk about where it might 
be used. Melvin G. was interested 
in a new compostor, one that was 
easier to access, so I created on that 
we could move around. I knew that 
the UMN Architecture students were 
going to input rain barrels on the 
site, so I also created models of these 
so we could see what they scaled 
up to be next to Melvin G.’s garage. 
Other model components were a 
brick oven, vertical gardening pots, 
trees, living walls, raised beds (ADA 
accessible) and several sizes of a rain 
garden. 

At the close of this meeting, we had 
pictures of the various orientations 
of model components set up by 
community members; we also had 
a tally of votes for the logos. These 
informed the next step of laying 
out the garden design and deciding 
what parts might be built in the next 
semester or two.

Remaking the 
garden with the 

community







Living Wall 1: vines Brick Pizza Oven Sink 2: Large Sink 1: Small Garage Green Roof

Rain GardenFruit TreesPeace SignLiving Wall: ShrubsLiving Wall: Small Trees

Vertical Gardening: Pots

Garden Sign Green Roof: Shed Rain Barrel Kiosk Sand Pit: Playground

Vertical Gardening: Array Raised beds: ADA height Raised beds: ground level Raised beds: mid-level

Benefits: 
Screen for the garden but still open

Benefits: 
Screen for the garden but still open

Benefits: 
Pots could be given away to neighborhood

Benefits: 
Visual marker for the garden in the neigbhorhood

Benefits: 
Manages storm water runoff

Benefits: 
Manages storm water runoff

Benefits: 
Used for gardening announcements

Benefits: 
A place for younger gardeners to play

Benefits: 
May increase garden’s yield

Benefits: 
Makes planting accessible to people 
with disabilites

Benefits: 
Easier for garden maintenance

Benefits: 
Makes gardening accessibie to children

Benefits: 
Most permeable fence for the garden

Benefits: 
Continue the symbology for the garden

Benefits: 
A new type of crop to try out

Benefits: 
Manages site storm water and reduces city bill

Benefits: 
Fun way to cook veggies grown in the garden

Benefits: 
A place to clean up from children’s lessons

Benefits: 
A place to clean up from children’s lessons

Benefits: 
Reuse of storm water runoff

Could also grow edibles or flowers for 
hummingbirds, bees, and butterflies

More coverage of garden, could be fruit 
trees

Small Footprint

Supported by the neighbors Could grow native plants; is a visual marker Can be used to water plants An additional form of neighborhood outreach Low-cost and maintenance, could be located easily

Small Footprint

Changes feeling of the garden Have the ability to make ourselves Could be a visual garden feature

Could grow native fruit shrubs to teach 
about native fruits; would be taller shrubs

Might be moved for garden restructuring 
and shrunk to create more garden size

Provides a novel way to access food and 
provides a large amount of yield

Could provide habitat and food source for 
native animals through choice of plants

Visual marker for the garden, also a draw 
for more people to attend

Cabinets for storage and an area for 
chopping

Safety—cleaning up germs/preventing 
liability

Part of garage revamp and visual marker 
for garden

Estimated Cost: $100+

Estimated Cost: $300+

Estimated Cost: $200-$400

Estimated Cost: $50+ Estimated Cost: Possibly $0, if University of 
Minnesota architecture class builds this

Estimated Cost: $50+ Estimated Cost: $200 Estimated Cost: $2.48/50 pound bag

Estimated Cost: $150

Estimated Cost: $100 Estimated Cost: $50 Estimated Cost: $100 (wood)
$500 or more for stone

Estimated Cost: $200 Estimated Cost: $0 Estimated Cost: $100/tree Estimated Cost: $200 or more depending 
on plant maturity

Estimated Cost: $1000 Estimated Cost: $500+ Estimated Cost: $200 Estimated Cost: $5000

Community meeting: 
Presenting the board, 
component pieces, and 
photographs of the group 
at Melvin Emanuel’s house



Alphagarden font free from fontspace.com
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        hile conversations were 
unfolding about the Peace Garden’s 
redesign, another aspect of the Peace 
Garden’s needs came into being. How 
should we market the organization? 
What might its logo look like? What 
would our defining font be? What 
would the be the immediately 
recognizable symbol of the Aurora St. 
Anthony Peace Sanctuary Garden? 

We went through one round of 
iterations with this, but eventually 
moved on to focus on the grant and 
the garden design. For the record, 
here are results from some of the 
early stages in our conversations. 
Perhaps with some of the recent 
developments of the Peace Garden, 
new ideas about the logo and 
marketing will be necessary. With 
new growth, organizational goals 
may be different now as well. 

To the right are some early attempts 
at logo design and font choice. 
The group (Melvin, Diane, and 
Megan) had different preferences 
about what font type to use, with a 
collective slight preference towards 
playful and/or sans serif. Melvin was 
particularly interested in a font with 
vegetables as part of the letters. 
Though we did not end up choosing 
a font, I am including a sample of a 
vegetable font for the group to use as 
future reference.

One of the earliest marketing pieces 
I created was a homemade set of 
magnets that were given away at the 
close of the children’s garden season.
In future iterations for this design,  
Melvin has asked for the Facebook 
address of the group to be included.

W

What’s in a 
Name?

Peace Garden Children’s Program Magnets used to 
promote the next year’s seasonal program
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Logo sketches and iterations

Three logos presented at the community meeting; the one at the top had the most votes—see feedback on the next page



    he general idea behind my work 
on the logos was the growth of the 
Peace Garden as signified by vines./
greenery. Now having read more 
books on logo design since working 
on this project, I know that it is better 
to present logos in black and white 
before presenting them in color. 
I also think that, while the vine theme 
is a good idea, it would have been 
useful to have moved away from 
it and towards other signifiers for 
gardening and growth. The peace 
sign, too, is a somewhat dated 
symbol for the 21st century—it might 
be worked in subtly, but probably 
is better left to the text than to its 
actual image, though I have included 
two logo concepts below.

From the feedback at the community 
meeting, I understood that having 
images of people or hands was 
potentially more important to the 
community than images that evoke 
gardening. I have collected a set of 
images, to the right, that represent 
models of ideas that could be used 
to move the logo in that direction. 
At the bottom of these images are 
a collection of logos that I used as 
inspiration for the first round of 
logo making. I think that, if I were to 
iterate further, I might work towards 
some combination of people, 
garden imagery, and maybe a letter 
or two “built” out of vegetables 
like the alphabet on the previous 
page. I have also considered the 
colorful birdhouses a wonderful 
representation of the garden and 
think that they might make a good 
idea base for a logo.

T
Moving the Logo forward



      fter the community meeting, and 
in preparation for James Wheeler’s 
class and shed spring and summer 
semester project, I worked on 
bringing the concepts together. 
Components desired by the group 
were:
• a new shed
• flowers to share with the 

neighbors (at the entrance)
• signs
• a washing station
• ADA accessibility
• reworking the fence in the front 

and back for both inviting the 
neighborhood in and creating 
some sense of privacy

• a rain garden
• space for greater productivity
• orchard trees
• reuse or removal of the      

siberian elm
• space for the children’s program
• rain barrels
• a greenhouse
• shelter from rain during 

programming
• possibly a sand box or area for 

the children to play in 
• a new compostor

The original design of the Peace 
Garden, created by Seitu Jones, a 
prominent artist in the Twin Cities 
community, is to the right of this 
page. He and I spoke at the outset 
of the redesign to provide an 
open door for his input; from our 
conversation, he was open to the 
redesign occurring. On the opposing 
page is my redesign concept. Now 
that the entrance has been built and 
the shed is constructed, the space 
is very different. I think that this 
redesign concept could use more 
iterations at this point. Based on 
some of the meetings at the end of 
my time with the Peace Garden, I’ve 
created a second design with some 
adjustments.

A

Garden Design:
Pulling Ideas 
Together

Seitu Jones original Peace Garden design

Current location/Aerial view of the Peace Garden from Google Earth



Birdhouses

Wheelchair accessible planters

Sign located on trellis or 
between two trellises

Planted beds
Benches

Rain barrels

Rain garden

Seating, tables, or station for grill

Transitional space - could be used for 
tables, seating, etc; maybe a di�erent 
ground materiality

Crushed Gravel Path

Siberian Elm

Aurora Ave

Alley

1”=4’

N

Mrs. Rodriguez’ homeMelvin’s home

Vertical 
Planter with 
Pots

Snowberry bushes

Reserved for butterfy garden

or Juneberry bushes

runnel with small bridge or over�ow 
could be in a pipe

20’

7’

6’

3’

1.5’

4’

Version 1: Aurora St. Anthony Peace Sanctuary Garden Redesign



Shed

Birdhouses

Wheelchair accessible planters

Sign located on trellis above one of the 
benches or between two trellises

Entryway wooden gate opens from the 
centerBenches

Rain barrels

Seating, tables, or station for grill

Transitional space - could be used for 
tables, seating, etc; made with
permeable pavers

Step down from transitional zone to 
children’s teaching/school area

4’ wide 
Decomposed Granite path

Expansion of Peace Sign 
across the site

Mid-sized shade tree such as 
a red maple

Orchard trees

Seating element

Rain garden

Aurora Ave

Alley

1”=4’

N

Mrs. Rodriguez’ homeMelvin’s home

Garage

Shed

Vertical Planter with 
Pots that can be given 
to the community

Larger watering station for 
children’s garden programming

Gutter for 
rainwater 
collection sent to 
rain garden

Water station raised 
for access - possibly 
with storage bin 
underneath it

Reserved for butter�y garden

Fence designed to accommodate 
screen for projection

Wooden gate with arbor

18’

7’

6’6’

3’

4’

Aurora St. Anthony Peace Sanctuary Garden Second Iteration



Perspective view and redesign of entryway

Working with James Wheeler, 
architect and Teaching Specialist at 
the University of Minnesota,  during 
the spring semester of this project, 
it became clear that his students 
would be able to work on and put 
together a part of the garden design. 
We decided that a new entryway and 
gate would be feasible, so I mocked 
up a bench and trellis design. The 
perspective to the above right and 
image at the lower right show the 
bench, planting area, and trellis. One 
possibility for the design was to have 
a chalkboard sign on the trellis where 
announcements/information could 
be posted.



Tulip planting iterations

      uring the project, small tasks 
came up for designing areas of 
the Peace Garden. In the fall, I 
helped design an area for tulips to 
be planted and participated in the 
planting. The design that was chosen 
was the more organic, rounded 
shape. 

While working with James and his 
class, I created several iterations for 
how the entry sequence might work 
(see images on the right). 

Lastly, I worked with Melvin, Diane, 
and Megan to come up with ideas 
for a Peace Garden Sign. Though we 
did not end up with a complete sign 
at the time—James mentioned that 
their architecture team might create 
one in the shop at the University of 
Minnesota—I provided the group 
with an overview of what types of 
signs were possible. There was a 
slight preference for creating a sign 
that might tie into information about 
the neighborhood, like some of the 
acrylic/plexiglass signs with maps. 
Another preference was for a kiosk 
that could house announcements.

D

Additional 
Designs

A/SA Peace Garden
Avenue Tulip Planting
10/12/13
CURA/
Solange Guillaume

N

1”=2’

A/SA Peace Garden

Aurora Avenue

A/SA Peace Garden
Avenue Tulip Planting
10/12/13
CURA/
Solange Guillaume

N

1”=2’

A/SA Peace Garden

Aurora Avenue

A/SA Peace Garden
Avenue Tulip Planting
10/12/13
CURA/
Solange Guillaume

N

1”=2’

A/SA Peace Garden

Aurora Avenue

A/SA Peace Garden
Avenue Tulip Planting
10/12/13
CURA/
Solange Guillaume

N

1”=2’

A/SA Peace Garden

Aurora Avenue



Design iterations of the entryway

2’

2’

16’

1’Bench

1/4”=1’

raised stand for enclosing 
water spigots (with 
extensions) and placing 
garden tools on, etc

3’3”

N

3’ high

current beds remain in 
place

Raised bed 27-30” high

2’

2’
~8

’ 6’

16’

1’Bench

1/4”=1’

Raised bed with enclosure 
and access for water spigots

8’

N

3’ high

current beds are reduced in length

Raised bed 27-30” high

2’

2’
~8

’ 6’

8’

1’Bench

1/4”=1’

Raised bed with enclosure 
and access for water spigots

8’

6.5
’

45 ̊

N3’ high

current beds are reduced in length

Raised bed 27-30” high

2’

2’
~8

’ 6’

8’

1’Bench

1/4”=1’

Raised bed with enclosure 
and access for water spigots

6’

6’

45 ̊

N

3’ high

current beds are reduced in length

Raised bed 27-30” high

James and his student team begin preparations for a new shed



Metal SignsCommunity Garden Wooden Signs



Hanging Signs Acrylic Signs Kiosks



Aurora/St. Anthony

Garden and outdoor educational center

Children’s garden programming

Celebrating Neighborhood Events

Gardening Workshops and free gardening boxes

Peace Sanctuary Garden

      or my last Peace Garden project, Melvin asked me to create a banner 
that could be used for some of the upcoming summer 2014 events. I 
created a compilation of pictures with a border that could be punched 
with grommets for hanging. Below is the image for that sign. 

It was a privilege to work with this organization and see the strides 
they make every day bringing the awareness of and access to healthy 
food in their neighborhood. With the support of CURA, the University of 
Minnesota, and individuals like Kristine Miller and James Wheeler there 
can be a continuation of community-supported design with the potential 
for long-lasting positive impact.

FSigning Off



Appendix A

Neighborhood 
Partnership 

Initiative Grant

      he road to applying for the 
Neighborhood Partnership Initiative 
Grant (NPI) began with an earlier 
grant submission in the fall of 2013. 
During that process, the Aurora St. 
Anthony Peace Garden team reached 
out to other gardens in the Rondo/
Summit University neighborhood to 
explore a  joint effort for increasing 
their gardening programming. 
Though we did not receive the earlier 
grant, this became a starting point 
for the next application. From these 
early steps—springing from even 
bonds these gardeners already had 
with each other—the idea gradually 
formed to create an alliance. 

This unified group applied to the 
NPI when we found out that there 
was another grant opportunity. 
Kristine Miller and I drafted this 
new grant through many meetings 
of Peace Garden members and 
the community garden leadership 
participants. We were additionally 
assisted by edits from Jeff Corn, 
my assistantship mentor and the 
Peace Garden’s liaison at CURA. 
Through many drafts, we got to the 
heart of what healthy food meant 
for the neighborhood and how the 
focused work of these gardens, 
through the help of a grant, would 
tangibly benefit the community. I am 
including the full text from our grant 
submission here because it may be 
useful for urban agriculture groups 
that peruse this report to see the 
results of our process. 

T
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Date: 1/31/14
 
Organization Name: Aurora St. Anthony Peace Sanctuary Garden
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Fiscal Agent Organization: Community Stabilization Project
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Funding Amount Request: $10,000
 



     Growing Food, Health, Connectedness, People & Peace through a Community Garden Alliance.
 
2.      Proposal Summary: 50 words
We will build a neighborhood garden alliance to increase the effectiveness and membership of the many area 
gardens and gardeners. Gardens and gardening cultivate healthier lifestyles by increased activity, access to fresh 
foods, improved safety through “eyes on the street,” community-building and celebration, reconciliation, reinvig-
oration of community pride, and neighbor-to-neighbor relationships.
 
3.      Our Mission and Purpose
We are a collaboration of 6 individual community gardens and a group of backyard box gardeners (connected 
through the St. Paul Community Stabilization Project) growing food in the Summit-University (Rondo) and 
Frogtown neighborhoods of St. Paul.
The gardens:
1.    Aurora St. Anthony Peace Sanctuary
2.    Lexington Commons
3.    Pilgrim Baptist Church         
4.    Morning Star Baptist Church
5.    Victoria Community
6.    CDC Greenhouse Garden   
 
We promote reconciliation, healing, peace, and social and environmental justice[1] through the cultivation and 
sharing of food. Our desire to form this garden alliance comes from the need to create access to healthy food in 
our neighborhood and heal the effects of economic and racial disparities which have made the cost of healthy 
food prohibitive and healthy lifestyles less attainable. Through this collective, we seek to feed the neighborhood 
by empowering people to grow their own food, meet and work with their neighbors, share Rondo’s food culture 
with their families and foster a sense of ownership through strengthening a connection to the land.
 
4.      Tell us about your project.
 
What is the specific geography this project takes place in?
Five of these community gardens are in the Summit-University neighborhood, also known as Rondo, and one 
in the Frogtown neighborhood, Districts 7 and 8. Backyard box gardens are located in both neighborhoods. 
Historic Rondo, a vibrant African American Community, was shattered by the construction of I94 in the 1960s. 
The community has stabilized, but is still healing from this upheaval. Many of its African American leaders are 
energized by the “Spirit of Rondo” as it was a vital business and social district for St. Paul’s Black Community.
 
These communities are rich in diversity but under-resourced. These neighborhoods have also suffered conse-
quences of predatory loans, lack of easy access to parks and healthy foods. To plant a seed, watch it grow, to tend 
it and then harvest it, offered a simple but enduring satisfaction. The sense of being the custodian of this small 
patch of earth offered a taste of freedom.” This quote from Nelson Mandela expresses how much healing comes 
from tending a garden. In our neighborhoods where many people suffer the effects of racial and economic dis-
parities[4], a connection to the earth, a sense of purpose and personal control, and the feeling of freedom can be 
a balm for the body and soul.
 
How was it identified?
This project emerged from conversations among the community members and garden leaders in the Sum-
mit-University (Rondo) and Frogtown neighborhoods in St. Paul. The Aurora/St. Anthony Peace Sanctuary 
Garden was developed 10 years ago by African American community leaders as a place to use gardening as a tool 
for community building. It has evolved into a place of reconciliation through gardening and support of environ-
mental justice awareness.



Neighbors build relationships with each other and with people outside the community while gardening togeth-
er—digging in the dirt, building up the soil to restore nutrient value, and sowing seeds to produce healthy food. 
Through the Peace Garden’s example, unused lots/spaces (i.e. Pilgrim Baptist, Morning Star Baptist and Victo-
ria Ave) have been reclaimed and transformed into productive green spaces.  Individually, we have made great 
strides at developing community-rooted gardens with fresh produce and opportunities for community building. 
However, there’s still more work to be done. We see the next steps being: unite our efforts, work together to foster 
more garden leaders, increase garden participation, and empower community members to make healthier choic-
es for themselves and their families
 
Who will lead this project? What staff, other partners or community members will work on this project, and 
what are the unique strategic roles/responsibilities of each?
The key persons involved in our project will be an Alliance Coordinator (hired specifically for the project—see 
budget item one), Coordinator Assistants (also hired for the project—budget item two), community leaders who 
head the work at each garden, and volunteers from the neighborhood and community.
 
The Alliance Coordinator will be a neighborhood resident and person of color. S/he will:
 
•	 Organize and help implement outreach efforts
•	 Facilitate alliance meetings with other community garden coordinators throughout the duration of the proj-

ect (8 months)
•	 Coordinate actions with the support staff and volunteer team
•	 Identify new funding sources
 
The Coordinator Assistants will also be recruited by the garden alliance to:
 
•	 Assist with outreach efforts including garden and social media outreach  
•	 Serve as a liaison with young people in the community to establish volunteer groups
•	 Coordinate garden education; help garden leaders coordinate their work
•	 Track and record information for grant accountability
 
Garden leaders of the alliance are neighborhood members, urban farmers, peace and social justice educators and 
have years of non-profit leadership experience. They will:
 
•	 Coordinate efforts to establish outreach and engagement within the community—through garden events, 

providing news of educational opportunities, and gardening mentorship
•	 Lead their individual garden’s Kickoff Celebration  
•	 Provide accountability by gathering and sharing feedback; help the community voice its experience through 

interviews and personal stories in a newsletter or blog
•	 Track each garden’s progress and membership for the final report to CURA.
 
 How does your project fit one or more of impact areas listed in the NPI program guidelines?
“People and Places:” In a community where neighborhood income is almost 50% below the poverty line, we are 
empowering community members to produce and grow fresh food in their own neighborhoods in an affordable 
way, becoming more self-sufficient. Through a supportive network of connectedness, resources, and celebration 
we are also enabling people to become confident leaders in our gardens, ultimately bringing that leadership to 
their community. 



“Organizations:” This grant makes it possible for our garden alliance to reach out further into the neighbor-
hoods, bringing in more gardeners and providing workshops throughout two districts, making access to educa-
tion more pedestrian friendly. We will also engage Master Gardeners in St. Paul, who are mostly white, to inter-
act with community gardeners, mostly people of color, to provide pathways to new leadership for people of color 
in the food culture community.
 
“Systems:” We are actively engaging the community in evaluating the food system, by creating the opportuni-
ty for self-actualization through something as simple as growing tomatoes. This allows people to be less reliant 
upon a food system that does not serve them. The current food system includes too much fast food and has few 
healthy and affordable food choices. We also see this engagement as having a ripple effect: community members 
who feel more empowered through the garden network experience may become more empowered to take part in 
other civic activities; members who have healthier lifestyles may spend less money on medical bills.
 
5.      Provide an overview of the proposed work/activities of your project and its goals.
This project takes what works—neighborhood-based, culturally-respectful community gardening—and expands 
it through networking and collaboration among people within the neighborhood and neighborhood groups and 
institutions. We believe that the wisdom and resources needed to address health issues in our neighborhood are 
already there. We will involve more neighbors in creating something hopeful, useful, beautiful and inspiring.
 
Specifically we will:
•	 Host celebrations, at the beginning of the growing season to ignite interest in garden participation
•	 Host 6 workshops, one workshop/month, May through October at different garden sites
•	 One workshop will be held in April for youth groups from Pilgrim Baptist, Morning Star Baptist, Maxfield 

Elementary, and Gordon Parks. These youth will be recruited as ambassadors for our “Grow a Garden, Big or 
Small!” program. They will create visual art, performing art, and media, shared on our YouTube channel, that 
express why growing gardens is important to them and their generation.

•	 The other 5 workshops will be intergenerational and held throughout the season; possible topics include 
composting, use of rain barrels, gardening in an apartment, and harvest canning.

•	 Host a training workshop facilitated by the Dispute Resolution Center on Reconciliation/Conflict Resolution 
for all garden leaders and administration

 
Garden alliance members will also be encouraged to participate in:
 
2014 Community Garden Spring Resource Fair- TBA, usually in March
Earth Day – April 22, 2014
Annual PEACE CELEBRATION - Friday, June 20, 2014
National Night Out – Tuesday, August 5, 2014
National Afternoon Out in the ASA Peace Garden – Tuesday, August 5, 2014
Community Garden Day – TBA, usually in August
Reconciliation Meetings – Second Tuesday of every month, 12:00 – 1:30 PM
Proposed 6 garden and home garden box tour – Aug.or Sept.
The COMMUNITY MEAL – Sunday, September 14, 2014



6.      Please list 1 to 3 outcomes or results you plan to achieve through this project.
 
More people will work with hands in the soil and feel connected to where they live, to the seasons, and to their 
neighbors. New leaders will be identified, engaged and mentored by existing leadership. More children will have 
the hands-on learning experience of growing, preparing and eating fresh food. By reaching out to children we 
see the family and wider community impacted through their engagement. More elders will share their expe-
rience with young people. More young people will feel valued and inspired. We’ll be healthier and have more 
positive stories to weave into our neighborhood history about our strength and our vision.
 
Potential numbers:
1.    10 people take home garden boxes; 45 or more children in our summer workshops;
6 workshops with 3-10 people at each workshop
2.    Gained the support of neighbors and at least two neighborhood youths (between 10-17 years old) who will 
commit to supporting the garden alliance next year, 2015
 
7.      Please list how will you measure and document your progress towards these outcomes.
 
This project is about increasing the number of people who participate and about developing leadership from 
our community. We will take a video (or have a series of videos) that shows pre- and post- engagement with 
the project. We will count the number of participants by recording who takes home garden boxes, the number 
of children in our summer workshops, the number of people who attend the garden workshops at the different 
garden sites.
 
We will measure leadership development among alliance members by their participation in workshops and 
peace and conflict resolution training. We will also identify and cultivate new leadership among neighbors and 
youths who participate in events and share their skills and ideas. Our longer term goal is to help these youth find 
paths to scholarships for higher education and to connect them to professionals who work with agriculture.
 
8.      What will NPI funds allow you to do that you would not otherwise be able to do?
 
At the moment, our group does not have a working budget beyond the funds and volunteer hours of its current 
members. Establishing a cohesive healthy foods neighborhood vision through the coordinated efforts of volun-
teers requires many hours—and the compensation for this time will help us formalize our goals. We also hope 
to keep the momentum for this kind of work going for years to come, and the funds from this grant will help a) 
establish a reputation of credibility and stability b) be a catalyst for larger change that could not happen without a 
certain amount of funding.
 
These funds will also help us meet our goals as an organization to effect reconciliation through hosting work-
shops, building capacity, reaching out to the neighborhood (money largely going towards coordinated engage-
ment efforts, necessary materials, advertising, and tools necessary to recruit and support new community gar-
deners) and a reconciliation training workshop at the season’s outset.
 
 



9. We are requesting $10,000 in order to carry out this proposed project. Funds would be used in the following 
manner:
                              $2,000: Hire an Alliance Coordinator @ $250 per month for 8 months.
                     
                              $2000: Hire support staff as Coordinator Assistants                     
                                 
            $3,000: $500 given to each of 6 gardens to support engagement/recruitment efforts with 
proposed Celebrations (i.e. advertising, catering, programing) and/or otherwise building garden 
capacity. The gardens are: 1- Aurora/St Anthony Peace Garden, 2- CDC Greenhouse Garden,        
3- Lexington Commons Garden, 4- Morning Star Baptist Church Garden,
5- Pilgrim Baptist Church Garden, 6-Victoria Community Garden.     
                                                      
   $1,000: for materials/supplies to be used in 6 workshops and/or given away to participants 
for personal garden use, and for advertising these workshops in the community. Garden education will be pro-
vided by Community Land Connectors, Ramsey County Master Gardeners and
Garden Educators.
                                                
             $1,000:  to Community Stabilization Project for administration assistance, providing 
meeting space, garden boxes                      
        
    $1,000: Workshop training facilitated by the Dispute Resolution Center on Reconciliation/
Conflict Resolution for all garden leaders and Alliance administration.
                     
    Total:                $10,000: For building a neighborhood garden alliance that focuses on increasing the com-
munity participation in all alliance gardens and increasing backyard gardening in the neighborhood by building 
relationships through working/learning together to create and maintain gardens, reconciliation workshops/ 
meetings for community member garden participants and Celebration!                                                               

[1] Principles of Environmental Justice. <http://www.ejnet.org/ej/principles.html>.
[2] http://www.epa.gov/compliance/ej/resources/publications/awards/2010/trans-equity.pdf
[3] Population Percentages: District 7: 29%, District 8: 35%;
[3]<http://www.mncompass.org/twincities/neighborhoods.php>.
[4] https://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=pccDgB6Pf1U

                      
                                 



Appendix B

The Four 
Agreements

1. Be Impeccable With your word: Speak with integrity, say only what 
You mean.  Avoid using the word to speak against yourself or to 
gossip about others.  Use the Power of Your word in the direction of 
Truth and Love.

2. Don’t Take Things Personally: Nothing others do is because of You.  
What others say and do is a projection of Their own reality, their own 
dream.  When You are immune to the opinions and actions of others, 
You won’t be the victim of needless suffering.

3. Don’t Make Assumptions: Find the Courage to ask questions and to 
express what You really want.  Communicate with others as Clearly as 
you can to avoid misunderstanding, sadness, and drama.  With just 
this one agreement, You can Completely transform YOUR LIFE! 

4. Always Do Your Best: Your best is going to Change from moment to 
moment; it will be different when you are healthy as opposed to sick.  
Under any Circumstance, simple do Your Best, and You will Avoid self-
judgment, self-abuse, and regret.

Don Miguel Ruiz from the book The Four Agreements


