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Human Rights Statement 

The Board of Regents has committed itself and the University of Minnesota to the policy that there 
shall be no discrimination on the basis of race, creed, sex, age, or national origin. In adhering to 
this policy, the University abides by the requirements of Title VI and vn of the Civil Rights Act of 
1964, Revised Order No.4, Executive Orders 11246 and 11375, Sections 799A and 845 of the 
Public Health Service Act, and all other federal regulations and pertinent acts of Congress. 

It is also the policy of the University of Minnesota not to discriminate on the basis of sex in its 
educational programs, admissions, activities, or employment policies as required by Title IX of the 
Education Amendments of 1972. 

Inquiries regarding compliance may be directed to the Director of the Office of Equal Opportunity 
and AffIrmative Action, Morrill Hall, Minneapolis, MN 55455, or to the Director of the Office of 
Civil Rights, Departments of Health, Education, and Welfare, Washington, DC 20201. 
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Introduction 

Welcome to the Department of Rhetoric and to the Scientific and Technical Communication major! 
This guide will help you answer questions about Scientific and Technical Communication-both 
the profession and the major. 

What do scientific and technical communicators do? 
Scientific and technical communicators are in the business of creating and delivering scientific and 
technical infonnation to specific audiences-audiences in industry, business, education, and 
government. As a scientific and technical communicator, you could expect to write for a variety of 
technical audiences, from scientists at Los Alamos National Laboratory to database administrators 
at IBM to general consumers of technological products and services. But scientific and technical 
communicators do much more than "write" in the traditional sense: Many find themselves writing 
documents in HTML and Java and delivering them to clients via the World Wide Web; others work 
primarily with online help and multimedia; still others fmd careers emphasizing the oral component 
of scientific and technical communication, often enjoying careers in technical marketing or public 
relations. Regardless of the career path, one thing is sure: As a scientific and technical 
communicator, your skills are in demand. With the explosion in demand for technological services 
and products comes a dramatic rise in the demand for communicators, who find themselves in 
satisfying, well-paid positions. In 1996, the median salary for a scientific and technical 
communicator was $42,500. 

Scientific and technical communicators must be well acquainted with and able to apply the 
principles of writing and editing, information design, visual communication, communication 
technologies, and communication research and theory in a variety of real-world settings. Our 
interdisciplinary curriculum combines theory and practice in a program that is flexible enough to 
allow you to pursue a course of study appropriate to your career path. 

What are some typical job titles? 
Scientific and technical communicators fmd themselves in a wide variety of job settings. 
Accordingly, job titles are equally varied, including the following: 

• communication consultant 
• communication manager 
• documentation engineer 
• documentation specialist 
• freelance writer 
• infonnation developer 
• infonnation engineer 
• information architect 
• instructional designer 
• marketing writer 
• multimedia specialist 
• program planner 
• publications specialist 
• technical editor 
• technical writer 
• training specialist 
• usability engineer 
• video scriptwriter 
• webmaster 
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Where do scientific and technical communicators work? 
Scientific and technical communicators work in a variety of fields in industry, business, education, 
and government. For example, some of our graduates work in agribusiness or for agricultural 
extension services while others work in computer or medical industries. Our program is proud to 
report nearly a 100% placement rate of our graduates within six months after graduation; our 
students consistently find rewarding careers with outstanding companies, including the following: 

• 3M 
• Argonne National Laboratory 
• Attorney General's Office 
• Bolger Publication 
• Cardiac Pacemaker Inc. 
• Cardiometrics 
• Central Engineering Company 
• Computer Task Group Inc. 
• Cray Research 
• Cyber Optics 
• Dashe and Thompson 
• Deluxe Checker Printer 
• DeskTopJnk 
• Earth Watch Communications 
• Frederikson Communications 
• lliM-Rochester 
• lliM-Santa Teresa Laboratory 
• Interactive Technologies Inc. 
• Intergraph 
• Locus Computing Corporation 
• Logis 
• Medtronic 
• MGS Systems 
• Microsoft 
• National Board of Medical Writers 
• Norwest 
• Premis Corporation 
• Protein Design Labs 
• SCIMED 
• Seagate Technology 
• University of Minnesota 
• Writar 

Others use the degree in scientific and technical communication as a foundation from which to 
pursue graduate school. Our graduates have been accepted to graduate programs around the 
country, including the following: 

• Carnegie Mellon University 
• Georgetown University 
• Hamline Law School 
• Harvard University 
• Michigan Technological University 
• New Mexico State University 
• Rensselaer Polytechnic Institution 
• University of Minnesota 
• University of Washington 
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What does the University of Minnesota offer? 
The Department of Rhetoric at the University of Minnesota is one of six institutions nationwide 
offering four degrees (BS, MS, MA, and PhD) in Rhetoric and Scientific and Technical 
Communication. The Bachelor of Science degree in Scientific and Technical Communication is for 
the student who is interested in pursuing a career as a scientific and technical communicator and 
who has an interest in communication skills and science and technology. The major aim of this 
program is to provide a sound background in two major categories: communication and 
science/technology . 

Communication 
• Skills in writing and editing 
• Skills in effective small group and oral communication 
• Practice with graphics and development of visual presentation skills 
• Knowledge of page layout and design principles 
• Knowledge of culture, values, technology, and organizational communication 

problems and strategies 
• Background in communication theory and research strategies 

Science and Technology 
• An understanding of mathematical concepts and computer technology 
• Expertise in a specific scientific or technical area 

To complete your degree in Scientific and Technical Communication, you must satisfy the 
requirements of the program. The first step is to gain admission to the College of Agricultural, 
Food, and Environmental Sciences. Then you enter the program as a pre-major student and work 
with the pre-major adviser in the Department of Rhetoric to plan and complete the coursework 
required for admission to the major. You do not need to complete the pre-major requirements 
before applying to the College of Agricultural. Food. and Environmental Sciences. 

After you complete your pre-major requirements, you will apply for admission to the Scientific and 
Technical Communication major. Once you are a major in the program, you will be assigned a 
faculty adviser. This adviser will help you plan your upper division courses and tailor your degree 
to reflect your chosen area of emphasis. 

5 



Admission to the College 

The Bachelor of Science in Scientific and Technical Communication is offered through the 
Department of Rhetoric, which is housed within the College of Agricultural, Food, and 
Environmental Sciences on the St. Paul campus of the University of Minnesota. To enter the 
program, you must be admitted to the College, which requires that you contact the University of 
Minnesota Office of Admissions: 

Office of Admissions 
University of Minnesota 
240 Williamson Hall 
231 Pillsbury Drive SE 
Minneapolis, MN 55455-0213 
(612) 625-2008 
(800) 752-1000 

This office processes your application and transcripts and sends the results to the College of 
Agricultural, Food, and Environmental Sciences. 

To make an appointment to visit the St. Paul campus and meet with a program adviser, contact 
Prospective Student Services (612) 624-4748. For more information about the college or to request 
an application, contact the following office: 

College of Agricultural, Food, and Environmental Sciences Office 
University of Minnesota 
Prospective Student Services 
120 BioAgEng 
1390 Eckles Avenue 
St. Paul, MN 55108 
(612) 624-3045 

The deadlines for submitting applications to the College of Agricultural, Food, and Environmental 
Sciences are listed below: 

• Fall quarter admission 
• Winter quarter admission 
• Spring quarter admission 

Transfer Students 

June 1 
October 15 
January 15 

If you are a transfer student, the Office of Admissions and the College of Agricultural. Food, and 
Environmental Sciences will evaluate all of your previous college work according to the standards 
of the University and the College. You will then receive a Transfer Credit Evaluation sheet which 
shows how your previous work fits into your current degree requirements. Transfer students are 
required to complete all specific course and area distribution requirements of the program 
regardless of the number of credits accepted for transfer. If you are already a student at the 
University of Minnesota, apply for transfer at the Office of Admissions on the campus where you 
are currently registered. 

Returning Students 
If you were a student at the Twin Cities campus and are returning to the University of Minnesota, 
you need to apply for a transfer at the Office of Admissions on the campus where you last attended 
classes. If you attended a different college or university, follow the guidelines for transfer 
students. To be accepted. you must meet the entrance requirements of the College of Agricultural. 
Food, and Environmental Sciences. 
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Admission to the Major 

When you are admitted to the College of Agricultural, Food, and Environmental Sciences, you are 
considered a pre-major student in scientific and technical communication. To apply to the major, 
you must complete 36 prerequisite credits and submit a marketing portfolio to the Scientific and 
Technical Communication Admissions Committee. 

36 Prerequisite Credits 
Before you apply to the major, you must complete the following 36 prerequisite credits: 

• 4 credits in principles of human communication (Rhet 1220) 
• 8 credits in rhetoric, English, or composition 
• 8 credits in lab-based physical or biological science 
• 8 credits in social science 
• 8 credits in math, computer science, or engineering 

Although you need a 2.0 Grade Point Average (GPA) to be admitted to the College of Agricultural, 
Food, and Environmental Sciences, you need a 2.5 GPA based on the 36 prerequisite credits to be 
admitted to the Scientific and Technical Communication major. 

Marketing Portfolio 
Mter completing the 36 prerequisite credits, you must submit to the Director of Undergraduate 
Studies a marketing portfolio the quarter prior to the one you wish to enroll as a major. This 
portfolio must include: 

• an application form 
• a completed pre-major checklist 
• all college transcripts 
• a letter of intent 
• 3-5 writing samples 
• 1-2 other samples 

The Pre-Major Adviser offers a two-hour seminar each quarter to help you prepare your marketing 
portfolio for the Admissions Committee. 

Application Form and Pre-Major Checklist. You may use the application form and pre
major checklist included as an appendix to this guide for your application to the major. Or, if the 
documents are damaged, you may obtain an application and pre-major checklist from the program 
office: 

Scientific and Technical Communication Undergraduate Program 
Department of Rhetoric 
University of Minnesota 
64 Classroom Office Building 
1994 Buford Avenue 
St. Paul, MN 55108 
(612) 624-3445 

College Transcripts. You must submit transcripts of all college work. This includes all work 
done at the University of Minnesota as well as any other colleges you have attended. These 
transcripts may be unofficial, but they should show all coursework through your most recent 
quarter of attendance. 

Letter of Intent. The letter of intent is your opportunity to present yourself to the Admissions 
Committee; it's your chance to explain why you would be an excellent addition to the Scientific and 
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Technical Communication program. In the letter, consider highlighting the aspects of your 
previous work, experience, and personality that reflect the strengths and skills needed for this 
field. Consider including any of the following: 

• academic work pertinent to the major 
• applicable extracurricular or job experiences 
• explanation of how you became interested in scientific and technical communication 
• reasons why you want to pursue this degree 
• potential scientific and technical emphasis area 
• your understanding of the profession 
• career goals 
• explanation of how this degree will help you achieve your career goals 
• discussion of your other interests-travel, hobbies, sports 

Your letter should be of standard business fonnat, one to two pages in length, and addressed to the 
Director of Undergraduate Studies. If you are at a loss on how to begin this letter, consider the 
following template as guide: 

September I, 1997 

Director of Undergraduate Studies 
Department of Rhetoric 
64 Classroom Office Building 
1994 Buford Avenue 
St. Paul, MN 55108 

Dear Director: 

[State purpose] I am writing to you to request admission to the Scientific and Technical 
Communication major effective Fall Quarter 1997. 

[Sell yourself] Tell your story-what led you to this major. Show them that you are right for this field. 

[Sell your intentions] Now that you're here, what do you intend to do? Do have you a potential niche, 
a concentration, an emphasis? Show them that this field is right for you. 

[Highlight your samples] Bring the best points of your samples to their attention. Provide rationale 
for what you chose to include. 

[Close1 Don't hesitate to be confident. 

Sincerely, 

John Doe 

3 to 5 Writing Samples. You should include three to five writing samples that demonstrate 
your ability to communicate clearly and concisely; these should be of a scholarly or professional 
nature. Although technical subject matter is preferred, it is by no means required. Typical samples 
include papers from past writing courses (e.g., Comp 1011, Rhet 1101, Rhet 1151, or Rhet 
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3562), written work published in newsletters or newspapers, video scripts, and a resume. For 
more clarification, contact the Pre-Major Adviser at 625-4710. 

1 to 2 Other Samples. Beyond the writing samples, you should include one to two other 
samples. Typical samples include visual samples (e.g., photography, drafting), multimedia 
modules (e.g., a QuickTime file), hypertext documents (e.g., Webpage), and computer programs 
(e.g., C++, Prolog). Any multimedia modules must be submitted in a self-executable format. 

Deadline for Submission 
Tum in your marketing portfolio along with all required documents to the program secretary in 64 
Classroom Office Building. Unless otherwise specified in the Undergraduate Newsletter, the 
deadlines for submitting applications are as follows: 

• Fall quarter admission 
• Winter quarter admission 
• Spring quarter admission 

April 15 
October 15 
January 27 

Shortly after the submission deadline, the Admissions Committee--composed of members of the 
Scientific and Technical Communication faculty and the Director of Undergraduate Studies-will 
convene to evaluate the portfolios. Each applicant will be either accepted, rejected, or re-assigned 
pre-major status according to the following criteria: 

• academic record: overall GPA and performance in the 36 prerequisite credits 
• letter of intent 
• communication skills and experience as demonstrated in the portfolio 

Note: You cannot register for Rhet 5180, Rhet 5560, or Rhet 5581 until you have been accepted 
into the scientific and technical communication major. 
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Major Requirements 

Students majoring in Scientific and Technical Communication must complete the following major 
requirements in partial fulfillment of the Bachelor of Science degree. Refer to the College bulletin 
and to your Academic Progress Audit Report (AP AS) for a comprehensive list of graduation 
requirements. The AP AS is kept in your student fIle in the program office. 

Writing and Editing Requirements (14 credits minimum) 

Required: 

Rhet 3565 
Rhet 5560 

Writing for Publication (4) 
Editing for Technical Communication (4) 

And two of the following: 

Rhet 3572 
Rhet5573 
Rhet 3575 

Recommended: 

Comp 3014 
Comp 3015 
Comp3027 
Comp 3033 
EngW 5401 

Procedures and Policies Manual (3) 
Grant Proposal (3) 
Newsletter (3) 

Writing in the Social Sciences (4) 
Writing About Science (4) 
Advanced Expository Writing (4) 
Writing for the Health Sciences (4) 
Introduction to Professional Editing (4) 

Oral Communication (8 credits minimum) 

Required: 

Rhet 3257 
Rhet5258 

Recommended: 

Rhet 3254 
Spch 3411 

Scientific and Technical Presentations (4) 
Interviewing (4) 

Advanced Public Speaking (4) 
Small Group Communication Theory (4) 

Communication Systems (8 credits minimum) 

Required: 

Rhet 5170 Managerial Communications (4) 

And one of the following: 

Rhet 5165 
Rhet5400 
Rhet5600 
Rhet 5562 

Organizational Communication, Conflict, and Change (4) 
Communication Program Planning and Evaluation (4) 
Technology Transfer (4) 
Theory and Practice in International and Intercultural Communication (4) 
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Information Design and Management (14 credits minimum) 

Required: 

Rhet 1200 
Rhet 3574 
Rhet 3670 
Rhet 5581 

Recommended: 

CSci 5131 
Rhet 3105 
Rhet 3400 

Infonnation Technology in Scientific and Technical Professions (3) 
Publications Management (3) 
Visual Rhetoric (4) 
Document Design (4) 

Internet Programming 
Corporate Video for Technical Communicators 
Managing Infonnation on the Internet 

Communication Theory and Research (8 credits minimum) 

Required: 

Rhet 1220 
Rhet3700 

Recommended: 

Eng13851 
Eng13852 
Engl5815 
Engl5831 
EPsy 5115 
EPsy 5240 
Jour 1001 
Ling 3001 
Psy 3011 
Rhet5500 
Rhet 5531 
Rhet 5532 
Spch 3431 
Spch 3601 

Principles of Human Communication (4) 
Rhetorical Theory (4) 

The English Language 
Aspects of the English Language 
History of English Language 
Development of American English 
Psychology of Adult Learning 
Principles and Methods of Evaluation 
Introduction to Mass Communication 
Introduction to Linguistics 
Introduction to Psychology of Learning 
Research in Communication Strategies 
STC Course Development: Philosophy and Methodology (4) 
STC Course Development: Mentored Teaching (2) 
Role of Persuasion in the Modern World (4) 
Approaches to Public Discourse (4) 

Culture, Values, and Technology (10 credits minimum) 

Required: 

Rhet 3390 
Rhet 3582 

Technology, Self, and Society (4) 
Senior Seminar (4) 

And one of the following: 

Rhet 1303 
Rhet 3690 
Rhet 5680 

Recommended: 

HMed540x 
HSci 171x 
HSci 181x 

Science, Religion, and the Search for Human Nature (4) 
Scientific Controversy (4) 
Gender and the Rhetoric of Science and Technology (4) 

Introduction to the History of Medicine 
Technology and Western Civilization 
Introduction to History of Science 
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Hum 1003 
Phil 3601 
Phil 560x 

Humanities in the Modem West ill 
Scientific Thought 
Philosophy of Science 

Internship (4 credits minimum) 

Required: 

Rhet 5180 Internship in Scientific and Technical Communication (4) 

Scientific and Technical Emphasis (20 credits minimum) 
20 credits, 8 credits of which must be at the 3xxx level, that constitute a scientific or technical 
emphasis. Your emphasis and corresponding coursework must be negotiated with your adviser. 
Past emphases have included: 

• Animal Science 
• Biology 
• Chemistry 
• Computer Science 
• Curriculum and Instruction 
• Engineering 
• Environmental Science 
• Food Science 
• Genetics 
• Health Science 
• Human Ecology 
• Japanese 
• Management Information Systems 
• Mathematics 
• Natural Resources and Environmental Studies 
• Nutrition 
• Physics 
• Plant Science 
• Psychology 
• Russian 
• Vocational Education 
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Frequently Asked Questions 

How do I get involved? 
One of the best decisions you can make toward securing a promising career after graduation is to 
get involved in the department and in the surrounding professional communities. Here are a few 
suggestions: 

RASTEC. Founded in 1993, Rhetoric's Association for Student Technical Communicators 
provides you the opportunity to socialize with other students, share experiences, and meet 
professionals-potential employers-in the field. And it's free: no dues, no fees. For more 
information, contact Tom Hauwiller at hauw0003@maroon.te.umn.edu or Steve Bruhn at 
bruh0008@maroon.te.umn.edu. 

Society for Technical Communication. Joining the Society is a great way to get involved in 
the professional community of scientific and technical communicators. The Twin Cities Chapter of 
STC holds monthly meetings, which are announced in advance on the UMRHET -S mailing list. 
Point your Web browser to http://www.ste.org/region6/tee or contact Karen Questell at 
alquest@alquest.eom for more information. 

UMRHET -8 List. UMRHET -S is an electronic mailing list for students of the Department of 
Rhetoric. It is an electronic forum whereby students can discuss internship and job opportunities, 
RASTEC events, CFPs-just about anything related to rhetoric or scientific and technical 
communication. To subscribe to the list, contact Joe Little at littOO23@maroon.te.umn.edu. 

Does the Department of Rhetoric have a webpage? 
Yes. Our department maintains a webpage at http://rhet.agri.umn.edu. Check it out! 

Is the University changing to semesters? 
Yes. All four campuses at the University of Minnesota will be changing to semesters effective Fall 
1999. The faculty and staff have been working on this change for the last year and a half to make 
this change easier for you. Although the semester-based courses and programs are still in 
development, it is not too early to start thinking and planning. This can be done now by: 

1. If there is any way you can finish your degree before Fall 1999, do it. Even if this 
means taking summer classes. You have six quarters and three summer sessions (six 
summer terms) left. 

2.If you begin a two or three course sequence on the quarter system, complete it on the 
quarter system. 

3.For some undergraduate students, it is best to complete the liberal education requirements 
before Fall 1999. For others, it is best to work on prerequisite courses before Fall 1999. 
Talk with your advisor prior to registration to make sure which option is best for you. 

4.Talk with your advisor and be informed. 
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Faculty Research Interests 

Paul S. Brady, Assistant Professor 
Ph.D. in Animal Husbandry (Nutrition), Michigan State University 
Research Interests: Technology-Enhanced Learning Environments 

Ann Hill Duin, Professor 
Ph.D. in English Education, University of Minnesota 
Research Interests: Computers and Writing; Cognitive Processes and Computers; Qualities of 
Exporting Texts; Readability Issues in Documentation and CAl; Writing Across the Curriculum 

J ames Frost, Assistant Professor 
Ph.D. in English, Texas A&M University 
Research Interests: Environmental Rhetoric; Visual Rhetoric; Distance Education 

Alan G. Gross, Professor 
Ph.D. in English, Princeton University 
Research Interests: Rhetoric of Science and Scientific Controversy; The Role of Scientific Methods 
in the Humanities 

Laura J. Gurak, Assistant Professor (Major Coordinator) 
Ph.D. in Communication and Rhetoric, Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute 
Research Interests: Rhetorical Dynamics of Discourse on Computer Networks; Rhetoric of Science 
and Technology; Social Issues in Computing; Technical and Professional Communication 

Richard O. Horberg, Professor 
Ph.D. in American Studies, University of Minnesota 
Research Interests: Creative Writing 

Mary M. Lay, Professor (Director of Graduate Studies) 
Ph.D. in English, University of New Mexico, Albuquerque 
Research Interests: Gender and Communication; Collaborative Writing; Feminist Theory and 
Rhetoric of Science and Technology 

Earl E. McDowell, Professor 
Ph.D. in Speech Communication, University of Nebraska 
Research Interests: Technical Communication Apprehension; Technical Communication Programs; 
Interviewing; Friendship; Conflict; Gender and Psychological Sex 

William M. Marchand, Professor 
Ph.D. in Speech and Theatre, University of Minnesota 
Research Interests: History of Ideas; Issues Raised in Conflict Between Science and Religion 

Victoria M. Mikelonis-Paraskov, Professor 
Ph.D. in Language and Literature, Indiana University of Pennsylvania 
Research Interests: International and Intercultural Communication; Page Design; Intelligent 
Documentation Systems; Schema Theory 

Thomas M. Scanlan, Associate Professor 
Ph.D. in American Studies, University of Minnesota 
Research Interests: Landscape as Index to Cultural Values; Agriculture and Ideology; Family and 
Literature in America; Technology and the Control of Nature 
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L. David Schuelke, Professor 
Ph.D. in Communication, Purdue University 
Research Interests: Organizational Communication; Conflict and Management; Dispute Resolution 
in Science and Technology; Technology Transfer; Evaluation and Assessment of Communication 
Programs; Strategic Planning of Communication; Distribution and Utilization of Information 

Billie J. Wahlstrom, Professor (Department Head) 
Ph.D. in American Literature, University of Michigan 
Research Interests: Effects of New Technology on Communication; Computers and the 
Composing Process; Gender and Communication 

Arthur E. Walzer, Associate Professor 
Ph.D. in English, University of Minnesota 
Research Interests: Rhetorical Theory and Criticism; Rhetoric of Nineteenth-Century Prose; Ethics 
and Technical Communication 

W. Keith Wharton, Professor 
Ph.D. in Educational Measurement and Research, Colorado State University 
Research Interests: Leadership; Managerial Communication 
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Course Descriptions 

The Department of Rhetoric offers a wide variety of courses in scientific and technical 
communication as well as in the humanities. 

Rhet 1000 Introduction to Scientific and Technical Communication 
no prereq, 1 cr 
Discussion, lectures, and guest speakers provide introduction to topics within STC and address 
application of STC to other areas such as health science, computer science, agriculture, and 
engineering. 

Rhet 1101 Writing to Inform and Persuade 
no credit will be given if credit received for Comp 1011,4 cr 
General Ed Req: (CLA: CP) (CBS: CP) 
Liberal Ed Req: (CD) 
This course serves as the first in a sequence of writing courses (Rhet 1101, 1151, and 3562). 
Students usually write four to five information and persuasive papers, have conferences and 
workshops on drafts of these papers, have some options for revision, and review the papers of 
other students. Reading might include textbook assignments, other students' papers, and examples 
from published authors. Some library work or research might be required. Some sections of the 
course are taught in a computer classroom setting. Class sizes average 21 students per section. The 
course is taught by both teaching assistants and regular Rhetoric faculty, and teaching approach 
will vary. 

Rhet 1104 Library Research Methods 
no prereq, 1 cr 
The explosive growth of electronic information resources in the 1980s and 90s has radically 
changed the nature of library research. This coUrse introduces undergraduate students to the basic 
materials available in the libraries as well as strategies and tools used in locating them. The course 
is a pass/fail independent-study course, utilizing computer-assisted instruction (CAl) and practical 
in-library assignments. Students are required to produce a brief bibliography in four stages on a 
topic of their choice. Assignments may be relatively brief to fairly time-consuming, depending 
upon the topic chosen. 

Rhet 1151 Writing in Your Major 
prereq 1104, fr comm req, soph, 4 cr 
This is the second in a series of writing courses required for students in the colleges of 
Agricultural, Food, and Environmental Sciences; Natural Resources; and Human Ecology. This 
course emphasizes academic writing--the kinds of papers and articles produced by students and 
teachers in your major field. You will spend considerable time finding, reading, and analyzing the 
journal literature of your major field of study . Your assignments will report, synthesize, and draw 
conclusions regarding the significance of what you read. You will need to draw upon what you 
leamed in Rhet 1101 about clear, correct prose and about the writing process--invention, research, 
organizing, drafting, revision, and editing. You will need to be familiar with the St. Paul campus 
library. Some courses are taught in a computer classroom and some in a traditional classroom. 
Generally assignments include: 1) Introduction to your major. 2) Journal analysis. 3) Prospectus. 
4) Review or research. 5) Abstract of literature review. 6) Journal submission assignment. 

Rhet 1200 Information Technology in Scientific and Technical Professions 
prereq CAFES undergrad, 3 cr 
The purpose of this course is for you to begin defining and developing information technology 
literacy skills. You will do this by developing technical skills that will allow you to use specific 
software, but also you will begin to develop your own personal framework for infonnation 
technology literacy. The course promotes collaborative work. Students and instructor teach each 
other about various software packages, Internet tools, and the role of technology in their future. 
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Specific objectives of the course are to: read current literature on infonnation technology literacy 
and write a proposal for your continuing development of infonnation technology literacy 
throughout your education, describe and demonstrate "how a computer works" to a colleague who 
does not understand the hardware components of a computer, define the common function/tasks 
you need to learn in order to work with any computer operating system, define basic networking 
terminology, explore different Internet tools, define key terminology and use basic commands for 
word processing, spreadsheets, charting, and presentation software. 

Rhet 1220 Principles of Human Communication 
no prereq, 4 cr 
General Ed Req: (HE: A) 
One goal of this course is for students to develop an awareness of the elements involved in 
interpersonal communication. Another goal is to provide students with the skills to monitor their 
own communicative strategies; and with strategies for communicating effectively with friends, 
family, co-workers and other social and task groups. To reach these goals, various communication 
issues will be presented and discussed in class, and then students will complete many "reflective" 
assignments to gain insight on their own personal style and the role interpersonal communication 
plays in their lives. For example, students will reflect on their own personal communication styles 
in "communication journals," and will analyze a taped conversation in which they are a participant. 

Rhet 1222 Public Speaking 
prereq completion of freshman communication requirement, 4 cr 
In this course you will learn to present oral arguments about socially significant issues. Through 
the development of critical thinking abilities and their skillful presentation, you will become adept 
at the deliberation of ideas in the public world. You will be required to consider carefully the 
controversies involved in current events, research relevant points of view, and express your 
conclusions to an audience whose members will provide feedback as to the persuasive force of 
those conclusions. You will make at least six (6) graded oral presentations to the class on topics 
that will be relevant to concerns of our local, national, and international communities. A variety of 
speaking situations will be simulated so that each student may develop skills that will apply to 
various circumstances. In addition, you will be required to attend a public presentation outside of 
the classroom. The majority of speaking assignments will required you to conduct research. You 
will also be encouraged to conduct personal interviews with knowledgeable individuals in the 
community when it is relevant to your topic. In addition, you will be asked to consider as a matter 
of routine the credibility of the sources you use. 

Rhet 1301 Humanities: Modern Thought and the Enlightenment 
no prereq, 4 cr 
General Ed Req: (IT: CD) (CNR: D) (HE: D) 
This class will look at the revolution of the 18th and early 19th centuries as seen through the eyes 
of Leo Tolstoy in his masterpiece "War and Peace." 

Rhet 1303 Humanities: Science, Religion, and the Search for Human Nature 
no prereq, 4 cr 
General Ed Req: (CLA: C-3) (CSOM: C) (IT: C D) (CBS: C) (CNR: C D) (HE: C D) 
Liberal Ed Req: (Hist) 
Among the various theories humans have used to help them give meaning to their lives, two realms 
of thought, science and religion, have been especially powerful in our Western imagination. From 
the Greeks to the modems, these two forces have alternately supported and fought over their roles 
as the directors of our lives. This course gives an introductory overview of this relationship 
beginning with Plato and ending with contemporary life. Particular stress is placed upon the 
reverberations following Darwin's theories. This course has very little biology and a great deal of 
cultural theory. An intellectual journal is a major class requirement. Some short essay writing may 
also be required. Students read one non-fiction work and 10-12 short essays as part ofthe 
assignments. 
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Rhet 1310 Humanities: The Land in American Experience 
no prereq, 4 cr 
General Ed Req: (CLA: C-3) (CSOM: C) (IT: C D) (CBS: C) (CNR: C D) (HE: C D) 
Liberal Ed Req: (AH; CD) 
This course examines the history of the idea of "land," a tenn that includes wilderness, farm, and 
urban land. How we have thought about the land and how we have used it are seen here as 
interrelated approaches. The course looks at differing assumptions about the land and its meaning 
to American culture by drawing on written materials (such as literature, historical ecology, and 
social theory) and by looking at the actual ways in which we have shaped the land. For example, a 
major section of the course compares the use and values of land by Native Americans, on the one 
hand, with those of the dominant culture, on the other hand. Other sections of the course examine 
the rise of specialized urban environments such as the suburb and the park and the emergence of 
the conservation movement at different periods in American history. One of the special 
requirements of this course is writing a paper about some piece of land that interests you in order to 
analyze its use and meanings. 

Rhet 1311 Humanities: The Family in American Experience 
no prereq, 4 cr 
General Ed Req: (IT: CD) (CNR: C D) (HE: D) 
Liberal Ed Req: (Lit; CD) 
We all carry around in our heads and hearts models of how family life is supposed to be. Where 
our attitudes are likely to have come from--or what our attitudes are likely to be an alternative to--is 
the topic of this course. The assumption I make is that we can learn a lot about what we believe 
concerning the family by looking at the ancestry of these beliefs. To do so, the course traces 
principal ideas concerning American family life from the 17th century to the present, using a 
variety of sources (such as materials from literature, autobiography. art, and social history). Many 
of these ideas cluster around the emergence of the nuclear family, the changes in family roles 
(especially for women). and the tension between self and mutuality. In this class, you are asked to 
locate your own ideas about family life by writing short papers comparing and contrasting your 
attitudes toward family with those presented in the assigned materials. I also give quizzes to 
encourage you to keep up with the reading and exams to see how well you have read. 

Rhet 1376 Special Topics in Humanities 
no prereq. 4 cr 
General Ed Req: (CNR: D) (HE: D) 
Topics vary quarterly and are listed in Class Schedule. For full details, inquire at the department 
office before registration. 

Rhet 1380 Fictional History: Twentieth Century Through the Eyes of Novelists 
no prereq, 3 cr 
General Ed Req: (CLA: D) (CSOM: D) (IT: D) (CBS: D) (CNR: D) (HE: D) 
Liberal Ed Req: (Lit; IP) 
This course examines selected 2Oth-century documentary novels--novels claimed to be based on 
historical fact or at least set against a background of actual events. We will look at these novels as 
persuasive documents that attempt to influence the reader's view of a particular conflict or culture. 
Since this course is intended to help non-majors explore how literature works--especially how it 
persuades--we may compare fictional treatments of specific events with historical or journalistic 
accounts. The course is also intended to help students explore how writers from different cultures 
represent the same pivotal events of the twentieth century; to this end students will be asked to 
compare India or African novels with those written about the same events by British or American 
writers. Students choose between writing short essays at home or taking midquarter and final 
exams. 

Rhet 1441 College Reading and Learning Skills 
no prereq, 4 cr 
An examination of the factors which make for successful college reading and writing perfonnance. 
Application of psycholinguistic and cognitive theories of reading. Ample opportunities for personal 
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practice in developing expertise in reading comprehension and retention, rapid reading, vocabulary 
power. and other college-level communication skills, especially certain forms of college 
composition such as essays and book reviews. The purpose of this course is to provide students 
the opportunity to learn about human cognition and reading comprehension in an environment 
suitable for individualized application of theoretical constructs. The course examines the 
relationships such as those that exist between vocabulary and comprehension, reading 
comprehension and reading rate, reading and writing, and student potential and academic success. 
The interdependence and interrelatedness of the four communication areas of reading, writing, 
listening and speaking are also studied. 

Rhet 3101 Functional Photography 
prereq DHA 1300 or Rhet 3562, 4 cr 
General Ed Req: (HE: A) 
Basic course in photography and photographic communication. All assignments are done on color 
slide film. Students must provide their own adjustable camera and slide film. Film and processing 
costs for the quarter are about $100.00. Students do 3 photo assignments and produce a slide set 
during the quarter. Lectures cover basic camera handling, exposure, lighting, composition, close
up photography and slide set production. 

Rhet 3105 Corporate Video for Technical Communicators 
prereq 3562 or equiv, 4 cr 
Learn about all the steps of the video process from the moment someone in a business situation 
says, "Let's do a video." You'll see international award-winning corporate videos, meet people in 
the corporate video business and learn the different roles played by those who make corporate 
video. You'll have a chance to write your own video treatment and script for a client and give 
feedback to classmates on their projects. You'll also demonstrate your growing understanding of 
video by writing five analyses of videos. This is not a production class or a class in advertising or 
broadcasting. Rather, it's a class for those who want to learn how and when to produce a video for 
training, internal communications, public relations, 
customer service, etc. 

Rhet 3254 Advanced Public Speaking 
prereq 1222,4 cr 
General Ed Req: (HE: A) 
The ability to be an effective public speaker may be one of the most important competencies you 
will ever acquire. It will enhance your influence in whatever organization you work in or belong 
to, and can open doors to exciting and rewarding professional opportunities for you. This course is 
designed to build on the public speaking skills you have already developed in a beginning public 
speaking course or in other aspects of your education or experience, and to help you learn how to 
apply them in the kinds of situations you will encounter as you begin or continue your professional 
career. Course activities will include: identifying the kinds of specific public speaking situations 
you will likely encounter professionally, making a careful analysis of your current public speaking 
strengths and weaknesses, and developing specific plans for building on your strengths and for 
reducing your weaknesses. preparing and delivering presentations tailored to your personal 
situation, working with your classmates in a cooperative learning environment in which everyone 
becomes a better public speaker. 

Rhet 3257 Scientific and Technical Presentations 
no credit will be given if credit received for 5257; ptereq 1222,3562 or instructor permission, 4 cr 
This course is designed to teach you presentation and public speaking theories and techniques 
specific to situations involving scientific or technical topics. Content includes audience analysis, 
organization, delivery, presenting scientific or technical material to non-expert as well as 
specialized audiences, science/technology and the public, and the use of visuals. Special emphasis 
will be placed on the use of computer software for creating and presenting scientific and technical 
material. Students will give at least six presentations, some individual and some in groups. You 
will be required not only to give excellent presentations but also to analyze your own and other 
presentations based on the theories learned in class. 
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Rhet 3266 Communication, Discussion in Small Group Decision Making 
prereq 1222 or instructor permission, 4 cr 
General Ed Req: (HE: A) 
Liberal Ed Req: (CIPE) 
The purpose of this course is to give you an opportunity to learn more about how small groups 
function and make decisions, about how individuals communicate within small groups, and how 
you can influence groups to which you belong. As you participate in small groups this quarter, you 
will: 1) describe and evaluate the behavior of others and yourself; 2) describe and evaluate the 
effectiveness and outcomes of the group; 3) learn about the choices that are available to you as a 
participant and as a chairperson in small groups; 4) learn about, develop, practice, and improve 
communication techniques and skills that will make you a more effective group participant and, if 
you choose, group chairperson. 

Rhet 3270 Speech: Special Problems 
prereq instructor permission, department permission, 1-5 cr 
An opportunity to explore a topic of special interest to the student in the general area of spoken 
communication. Directed activities. 

Rhet 3276 Special Topics in Rhetoric and Communication 
no prereq, 1-6 cr 
Supervised reading and research on advanced rhetoric, communication, speech topics not covered 
in regularly scheduled offerings. 

Rhet 3370 American Humanities 
no prereq, 4 cr 
General Ed Req: (IT: CD) (CNR: D) (HE: D) 
A consideration of the American character through the study of its art, literature, architecture, 
music and film. Selected texts will consider fiction, 
drama, and poetry, supplemented by slides and videotapes. 

Rhet 3374 Special Problems in Humanities 
prereq instructor permission, department permission, 1-2 cr 
General Ed Req: (CNR: D) 
Student selects books from a list and writes papers about them. Primarily for supervised reading 
and research on topics not covered in regularly scheduled humanities offerings. 

Rhet 3375 Humanities: Agricultural Heritage 
no prereq, 0 cr 
General Ed Req: (IT: C D) (CNR: C D) (HE: D) 
When the U.S. began, about 97% of its people were engaged in farming. Today about 3% are. 
How did this reversal take place? This course looks for ;;mswers in the changing technology of 
agricultural production and in the crises of values and national self-definition accompanying those 
technological changes. The course examines the industrialization of agriCUlture in two phases: 
mechanization in the 19th c. and the application of science (especially chemistry and biology) in the 
20th c. Accompanying both phases we see two contending value systems--farming as a way of life 
and farming as a business--which have responded to and paved the way for the new technologies. 
The final section of the course looks at the sustainable agriculture movement as the most current 
example of this historical struggle. Throughout the course readings are drawn from fiction, social 
criticism, and ag history. The requirements are four short essays, a number of in-class quizzes on 
the day's readings, and exam or two. 
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Rhet 3380 Humanities: The Literature of Social Reflection 
no prereq, 2 cr 
General Ed Req: (IT: D) (CNR: D) (HE: D) 
"I wish he would bathe more," said Natasha Loman (whose salesman father faked a suicide so he 
might disappear and marry a cute chick from Green Bay and who had left Natasha as the main 
support of her extended family--their attempt at selling rubber hoses had failed) as she collected a 
trolley fare from the sullen rider known to all as "Raski" and known to carry a weapon under his 
broad brimmed hat. She and the other riders were familiar with Raski, who rode the Minsk to the 
Finland station line once a week. But Natasha returned to her own thoughts. Should she marry 
"old blubber butt," Pierre Vronsky. who loved her deeply. but whose food bill was out of sight. 
Or should she marry David Cooperfieldski, a recent emigrant whose attempt to disguise his 
English heritage was embarrassing, but who came to Russia with hard cash and a popular 
stockbroker friend, U Heep. Or finally. should she marry the man known as the "tiny Corporal," a 
war-mongering, right wing, retired soldier of fortune from Sweden. whose sk.i1l at shooting 
Lutefisk at friends across the room wjth a two-tined fork was widely admired among her circle. I 
could go on, but I would give away too much of the plot. We will read War and Peace as it is 
written. 

Rhet 3381 Humanities: 20th-Century Culture 
no prereq, 4 cr 
General Ed Req: (IT: CD) (CNR: D) (HE: D) 
Liberal Ed Req: (AR; JP) 
World War IT will be studied as it is depicted in art, music, the film, and in historical works. To 
understand the nature, extent, and impact of the war, students will read John Keegan's "The 
Second World War" to see how the war is filtered through the memory of its participants, they will 
read Studs Terkel's "The 'Good' War." In the course of the quarter, students will see and study 
three ftlms that depict the rise of Naziism, and the realization of its genocidal aims in the Holocaust: 
"The Triumph of the Will," "The W annsee Conference," and "Night and Fog." They will also 
experience Steve Reich's "Different Trains," Shoshtakovich's "Babi Yar," Penderecki's 
"Threnody on the Victims of Hiroshima," and Picasso's "Guemica," works that confront the 
horrors of war in artistic terms. 

Rhet 3382 Humanities: Ethics of Total War 
no prereq, 3 cr 
General Ed Req: (CLA: C-3) (CSOM: C) (IT: C) (CBS: C) (CNR: C) (HE: C) 
Liberal Ed Req: (AR; C/PE) 
The premise of this course is that if ethics exist, even in war, then they have a reality that others 
might deny them; if there is a right and wrong in war, a strong case can be made that there is a right 
and wrong everywhere. In this course we will deal with the follOWing topics: the theory of 
aggression, what it means to fight well, the status of resistance and reprisals, the War Conventiont 

and the responsibility for crimes of aggression during war. Two books will form the core of the 
eourse, Michael Walzer's "Just and Unjust Wars" and Primo Levi's moving account of his 
incarceration in a death camp," Survival in Auschwitz." These texts will be supplemented by the 
viewing of such films as" Das Boot," "Hotel Terminuns," "The Wannsee Conference," "Shoah," 
and "Tbe Triumph of the Will." There will be ample time for class discussion. 

Rhet 3390 Humanities: Technology, Self, and Society 
prereqjr, STC or pre-STC, or department permission, 4 cr 
General Ed Req: (CNR: D) (HE: D) 
This course is designed not primarily as a history of technology course but as a course on the 
meanings, implicit and explicit, which technology has for us. In effect, the course asks students to 
become self-conscious as to how particular technologies affect their lives and to become aware of 
what sorts of social systems are encouraged or discouraged by technologies. Issues of gender, 
power, work, identity. and our relation to nature are recurring themes. Literature, art, biography, 
and history of technology provide the materials. Students write participant/observer exercises, 
analytic papers, and take a fmal examination. Although the course has been created specifically for 
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undergraduate majors in Scientific and Technical Communication, other students may (and do) take 
the course by permission of the instructor. 

Rhet 3395 In Search of Nature 
no prereq, 4 cr 
General Ed Req: (CLA: D CP) (CSOM: D) (IT: D) (CBS: D CP) (CNR: D) (HE: D) 
Liberal Ed Req: (AH; CD) 
This introductory course asks its students to reflect upon the many ways in which Americans view 
the world of nature. It is especially interested in how we construct this world out of the most 
commonly held images of nature taken from everyday life. For example, we look at the power that 
sentimental nature has on our lives and the sources e.g. books, music, paintings, etc. which help 
keep this view alive. The class is also concerned with the political and social reverberations on 
American life when the conflicts between an urban and rural culture confront each other. For 
example, we will look at the "return to the land" movement as part of these reverberations. The 
course is not a study of "environmentalism" in the most technical sense and will only briefly 
review such contemporary movements as "deep ecology" and "ecofeminism." The course is a 
mixture of lecture and discussion with discussion taking the dominant part. Students read 4 short 
non-fiction works and take short quizzes on them. Students also have the option of a 
nature journal, class project, or additional book. A half-day nature hike to "Bam Bluff" in Red 
Wing is also required. 

Rhet 3400 Managing Information on the Internet 
prereq 1200 or equiv, 3 cr 
The purpose of this course is to begin a discussion on how we can improve the quality of our on
line experience. Our specific objectives are to: explore virtual environments such as LISTSERVs, 
MOOs, Gopher, and the WWW in order to develop your own personal framework for gathering 
information and communicating via the Internet, discuss the possibility of creating communities in 
cyperspace, and develop a process for planning, analyzing, designing, and maintaining your own 
WWW home page. Class time: 10% lecture, 40% discussion, 50% student group work Work load: 
60 pages of reading per week, journal, 2-3 special projects-both individual and in groups, will 
work with people in the community. 

Rhet 3562 Writing in Your Profession 
prereq completion of freshman communication requirement, 1151, jr or sr, 4 cr 
Rhetoric 3562 teaches writing as it typically exists in business and the professions. It assumes that 
professionals write to solve problems, to increase business and to get jobs. They write for practical 
reasons-to communicate what they know to particular groups of readers. Effective professional 
writing, like other kinds of writing. also is writing that shows commitment on the part of the 
writer-it is clear, concise, accurate, and thorough. The most important project in this course is a 
feasibility study in which students work collaboratively to develop a report on a real-world 
problem. Because the assignment involves extensive planning, research. and organizing, we split it 
into three parts: a proposal, a work-in-progress oral presentation, and a final report. Other 
assignments include memos, a case study, and a job packet. Most class sessions have a workshop 
format. Students work in small groups or pairs: generating ideas, responding to each other's 
writing, and working on specific exercises relating to their own writing process. A required packet 
of readings (available at Copies on Campus) includes sample papers and descriptions of the 
assignments. 

Rhet 3565 Writing for Publication 
prereq 3562, instructor permission, 4 cr 
Writing for the lay public - through newspapers, magazines, trade press, newsletters. Hybrid 
between a journalistic basic reporting course and a magazine writing course. Students submit at 
least 1 story to a publication of their choosing, with instructor's approval. Objective: get the story 
published - for extra credit in the course. 
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Rhet 3572 Procedures and Policies Manual 
no credit will be given if credit received for 5572; prereq STC or pre-STC maj, fr comm req, 3562 
or instructor permission, 3 cr 
Problem analysis, process management, gathering infonnation, writing procedures, verification, 
constructing finished manual. 

Rhet 3574 Publications Management 
prereq 3562, 3 cr 
Management of publications from initial receipt of manuscript to first publication. Scheduling, 
layout and design, liaisons with printers or authors, typography, processing illustrations. 
Additional focus: working collaboratively throughout the entire publication process. The target 
audience of this course is undergraduates majoring in scientific and technical communication. 

Rhet 3575 Newsletter 
prereq STC or pre-STC maj, fr comm req, 3562 or instructor permission, 3 cr 
Newsletter design and production. Writing and editing newsletter articles. Hands-on experience in 
typography, graphic design, fonnatting, layout, ;and distribution procedures. Students produce a 
newsletter using Macintosh desktop publishing. 

Rhet 3582 Senior Seminar 
prereq sr, 3 cr 
Discussions of the legal and ethical issues involved in being a professional technical 
communicator. A capstone course, integrating the oral, written, visual, organization, and 
theoretical competencies by requiring students to produce and present a professional portfolio. 

Rhet 3670 Visual Rhetoric: Theories and Applications 
prereq 1200,3562 or equiv, STC or pre-STC maj, or instructor permission, 4 cr 
This course is designed to provide you with the theoretical bases which will allow you to use 
visuals purposefully and to give you the opportunity to apply theory to problem solving in specific 
situations working with scientific and technical infonnation. The course will give you an overview 
of graphic display of data and of page design and layout. Such issues as fonnat, illustration 
selection, color, and typography infonn both graphic display and page design. The course also 
introduces you to three computer programs: Excel, which aids in graphic display of data, 
Page maker, which aids in page design, and SuperPaint, which aids in creation of logos, symbols, 
and other creations. You will work on tutorials designed to introduce you to the programs and 
begin assignments which challenge you to apply the programs. You will do several projects during 
the quarter, complete in-class workshops and assignments, and choose a fmal quarter project to 
share with the class. 

Rhet 3700 Rhetorical Theory: Persuasion and the Literature of Science 
prereq completion of freshman communication requirement, 3 cr 
Principles and history of rhetorical theory and criticism. Classical theories, especially those of 
Plato and Aristotle. Practice of rhetorical criticism of contemporary communication, including 
scientific communication. Study of contemporary scholarship in the rhetoric of science and 
technical communication. 

Rhet 5100 Technical Communication: Special Problems 
prereq instructor permission, department permission, 1-4 cr 
Supervised reading, research, and work on advanced scientific and technical communication 
projects not covered in regularly scheduled courses. 

Rhet 5105 Corporate Video for Technical Communicators 
no credit will be given if credit received for 3105, 4 cr 
Learn about all the steps of the video process from the moment someone in a business situation 
says, "Let's do a video. " You'll see international award winning corporate videos, meet people in 
the corporate video business and learn the different roles played by those who make corporate 
video. You'll have a chance to write your own video treatment and script for a client and give 
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feedback to classmates on their projects. You'll also demonstrate your growing understanding of 
video by writing five analyses of videos. This is not a production class or a class in advertising or 
broadcasting. Rather, it's a class for those who want to learn how and when to produce a video for 
training, internal communications, public relations, customer service, etc. 

Rhet 5165 Studies in Organizational Communication, Conflict, and Change 
prereq freshman communication or equiv or grad status, 4 cr 
General Ed Req: (CNR: C) 
Roles of internal and external organizational communication, conflict-problem identification, and 
change processes. Contemporary theory and research in organizational development; problem 
identification and diagnosis. Change processes and applications to organizational settings. This 
course deals with understanding organizations, leadership, and communication. It is targeted for 
seniors and grad students in any field. 

Rhet 5170 Managerial Communications 
prereq freshman communication req or equiv or grad status, 4 cr 
General Ed Req: (CLA: CP) (CBS: CP) 
Liberal Ed Req: (IP; CD) 
Once there was a time when managers were bosses. They knew "the one best way" to do things in 
their organizations, and their job was simply to tell the employees what to do and how to do it, and 
then to be sure that they did it. That time is gone. Managers are no longer bosses, they are now 
team leaders, team builders, and facilitators. Organizations are characterized as matrix, ad hoc, 
horizontal, flexible, and fluid--almost anything except hierarchical. Members of the organization 
speak different languages, follow different customs, have different goals, and live and work in 
different countries. Little is predictable in these organizations except change, and change itself is 
certainly not constant. The goal of this course is to help you learn how to communicate 
successfully in this diverse, global, chaotic environment. This is not a lecture course. It is an 
experiential course in which I will play the role of senior manager and you will alternate roles as 
junior managers, associates, and direct producers. Through individual assignments, group 
discussions, individual and group presentations. and field research interviews with managers and 
associates, we will increase our knowledge of managerial communication. 

Rhet 5180 Internship in Scientific and Technical Communication 
prereq STC maj or grad stu, instructor permission, department permission, 2-6 cr 
On-the-job experience at the University or in industry or government. Students keep a journal 
during the internship experience. At the completion of the internship, students submit their journal 
and a five to ten page paper summarizing their experiences, reactions, etc. Students will also 
submit copies of materials worked on during the internship. 
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Rhet 5258 Interviewing: Dynamics of Face-to-Face Communication 
no prereq, 4 cr 
General Ed Req: (HE: A) 
See course description in College of Agriculture Bulletin. I cover infonnation gathering, 
employment, appraisal, counseling, exit and persuasive interviewing. Discussion and role-playing 
are the teaching methods. 

Rhet 5400 Communication Program Planning and Evaluation 
prereq jr or sr or grad stu or work exp in comm, 4 cr 
A senior/graduate level course dealing with the managing of communication messages, materials 
and resources within an organization. Emphases are on planning and evaluating communication 
activities and events and developing message platfonns. Each student will conduct as assessment 
of communication activities and events within an organization, develop and propose a plan for 
improving communication messages, materials, activities, and events, and develop an assessment 
procedure for evaluating the effectiveness of the entire communication enterprise. 

Rhet 5500 Research in Communication Strategies 
no prereq, 4 cr 
Designed to acquaint students with the fundamental terminology of survey and experimental 
research. The major focus is on cross-sectional and longitudinal survey designs. Problem solving 
activities are used to create interest in the course. 

Rhet 5560 Editing for Technical Communication 
prereq STC premaj or maj or grad stu, 4 cr 
In this course, you will become familiar with the responsibilities of a technical editor. We will 
spend much of the quarter practicing editing skills (punctuation, grammar, cohesion, readability) 
but will also consider the job of the editor, including the relationship of editor and writer and 
organizational aspects of being an editor. These aspects include organizational style guides, fonns 
of technical editing in different industries, and the role of the editor in organizational culture. 

Rhet 5562 Theory and Practice in International and Intercultural Communication 
prereq 3562 or instructor permission, 4 cr 
Liberal Ed Req: (JP) 
This courses examines the differences between international, intercultural, and development 
communication. Cultural contexts examined by comparing research and theoretical models in the 
three tyJ?es of communication and, on the personal level, through interviews; case studies 
demonstrate impact of cultural contexts on business globalization. 

Rhet 5573 Grant Proposal 
prereq STC maj, freshman communication requirement, 3562 or grad stu or instructor permission, 
3 cr 
This course is designed to familiarize the student with the process of preparing a grant proposal. 
The process includes developing proposal ideas, learning about the typical components of a grant 
proposal, and composing a grant proposal that you can actually submit. We will explore issues 
surrounding public and private proposals, audlience analysis, and writing styles. With the help of a 
guest speaker or two, we will also spend time learning how to locate sources for a grant, both 
public and private. And in keeping with the aims of a writing class, the course will emphasize 
drafting and revising a persuasive proposal--one that meets the needs of a selected source of 
funding. 

Rhet 5581 Document Design 
prereq 3562, STC sr or grad stu, 4 cr 
The purpose of this course is to teach you a systematic procedure for designing, writing, editing, 
evaluating, and revising both print and multimedia documents. You will learn to develop a 
multimedia project plan, use online resources to access infonnation about document and 
multimedia design, design print and multimedia documents to meet the needs of clients, evaluate 
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the effectiveness of the document, present your results to outside clients, and create a dynamic 
print/multimedia portfolio for your future work. STC seniors or graduate students only. 

Rhet 5680 Gender and the Rhetoric of Science and Technology 
prereq 1101 or equiv, 4 cr 
General Ed Req: (CLA: CP) (CBS: CP) 
Liberal Ed Req: (CD) 
We discuss and explore how cultural gender roles as well as biological sex influence 
communication within scientific and technological communities. Values and goals of past and 
present scientific and technological communities are discussed to see how the voices of women and 
men have been included, neglected, silenced, or articulated. The communication strategies of the 
professional writer as well as of the scientist or technologist are studied to see how sex and gender 
are represented. The following questions form the core of the course: 1) Are topics found worthy 
of scientific and technical research articulated by communication strategies available to both women 
and men? 2) Do technological and scientific research methodologies include the cognitive processes 
of both men and women? 3) Have cultural messages discouraged women from scientific and 
technological education and careers? 4) What characteristics of traditional masculinity match those 
features assigned to science and technology? What do scholars mean by a feminist science and 
technology? a gender-free science and technology? what is ecofeminism? 5) How are 
communication strategies and patterns of professional technical and scientific writers affected by 
sex and gender? 
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Appendix: Application and Pre-Major Checklist 

When you are admitted to the College of Agricultural, Food. and Environmental Sciences, you are 
considered a pre-major student in scientific and technical communication. Use the following 
application and pre-major checklist when you apply for admission to the major. These forms are 
also available in electronic format on the Rhetoric Homepage at http://rhet.agri.umn.edu. 
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Application to the Major 
Complete this form and submit to: 

Personal 

Name 

Director of Undergraduate Studies 
Department of Rhetoric 
64 Classroom Office Building 
1994 Buford Avenue 
St. Paul, MN 55108 

Data 

First Middle 

Local Address 

Number Street 

City State 

Local Phone ( ) day ( 

Permanent Address 

Number Street 

City 

Permanent Phone ( ) 

Citizenship /Residency 

Country 

Education 
School Name / City 

Degree 

High School 

College 

28 

Last 

Apt. 

Zip Code 

) 

Apt. 

State Zip Code 

UMNID# 

State 

Dates Attended 

evening 



Relevant Work Experience 

EmplQ}!:ff PQ:2itiQnLTitle Dates 

Scientific and Technical Emphasis 

Applicants should indicate one or two possible scientific and technical emphasis 
choices: 

__ Agricultural Sciences: Plants 
__ Agricultural Sciences: Animal 
__ Biological Science 
__ Cognitive Science/Psychology 
__ Computer Science 
__ Engineering 

Food Science 

29 

Health Sciences 
Home Economics 

__ Management Info Systems 
__ Natural Resources 

Nutrition 
__ Vocational Education 

Other: 



Pre-Major Checklist 

Name ____________________ UMN ID# ______ _ 

Address 

Phone "'-( ___ -J..) _____ _ Pre-Major Adviser _________ _ 

Quarter admitted (as pre-major) ____ _ 

Relevant Course Work: 36 credits and 2.5 GPA minimum 

1. Rhet 1220 and other Writing, Speaking, Visual Communication courses (11 credits minimum) 
Coun;e# Title Cr· Otr. Completed Grade 

2. Math, Computer Science, Engineering or Technology courses (8 credits minimum) 
Cowse# Title Cr. Otr. Completed Grade 

3. Physical or Biological Sciences courses with labs (8 credits minimum) 
Course # Title Cr. Otr. Completed Grade 

4. Social Sciences courses (8 credits minimum) 
Course # Title Cr. Otr, Completed 

GPA for listed course work (2.5 minimum) 

Cumulative GPA (2.0 minimum) 
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Grade 


