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Poultry, Clothing 
Attract Women 

Poultry extension work in fi1U1e-
ota reflected returning confidence in 

the poultry enterprise as a part of the 
farm business in 1936, says CoRA E. 
Cooirn, extension poultry specialist, in 
a summary of her aiU1ual report. 

This confidence was shown, not so 
much in the number of counties tak
ing the project as in number of mem
bers enrolled per county and in the 
practices adopted by these members. 
Total enrollment increased from 783 
in 1935 to 948 in 1936. Tour attend
ance leaped from 216 to 675 and 
number of members adopting improved 
housing practices and equipment rose 
nearly fourfold. Demonstrations car
ried on by project members which 
showed result inspired confidence by 
the profit shown. Sixty-two demon
strations of one month s duration in 
feeding for egg production showed a 
return of 10 cents per hen above feed 
costs for 9,500 hens. Chick raisino· 
demonstration kept lo es down to 10 
per cent on 60,589 chick and showed 
a return above expenses amounting to 
16 cents per chick hatched. 

Clothing projects were conducted in 
13 counties by Acting Home Demon
stration Leader M. LOIS RErn and 
Specialists ANNA OLSON and EVEs 
WHITFIELD. Five hundred eighty
three local leaders carried information 
to 291 commumties and directly 
reached 3,582 enrolled members. Local 
leaders and group members passed 
clothing informati<;m on to 12,563 other 
Minnesota homemakers, also. 

The enrolled clothing project mem
bers reported making a total of 62,131 
garments. The average homemaker, 
saved a considerable amount of money 
on practices obtained from the cloth
ing work and a large percentage of 
them adopted improved practices. 

In home demonstration counties re-
ults were particularly gratifying. The 

percentage of the enrollment complet
ing projects in these counties was well 
over 90 per cent with Houston county 
claiming the high of 98 per cent. 

• • • COUNTY AGENT K. A. 
KIRKPATRICK of He1U1epin county was 
honored by Epsilon Sigma Phi, ex
tension fraternity, at the recent meet
ing of the land grant colleges in 
Houston, Tex., where he was awarded 
a certificate of recognition. Each year 
one extension worker in each of 12 
states plus three other members 
selected by the grand council of the 
organization, may be elected for this 
honor. Mr. Kirkpatrick wa nomi
nated by the Minnesota chapter for 
his extension achievements. 

• fl • In order that it not be 
confused with other conservation pro
grams, DIRECTOR F. W. PECK has re
quested that the farm program be 
called the "Agricultural Conservation 
Program." This title is to be used in 
all publicity, correspondence and other 
work in which the farm program must 
be named. 
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Coming ~vents 

Num ber 6 

C lnanges Occur 
in Personnel 

J anuary 16-18 
Jan. 25-Feb. 5 
February 8-12 

State Agricultural Society Meeting, St Paul 
Vegetable Growers Short Course 

'.!B' . • 1-<i...~ 

February 10 
March 1-5 
March 5 
March 15-20 
March 15-20 
March 23-25 

Red River Valley Shows and Northwest Farmers Week, 
Crookston 

Central Co-O perative Association Meeting, St. Paul 
Greenskeepers Short Course 

- r-i---JJhe fir t of the year brought everal 
changes in exten ion personnel, both 
in the county and tate forces. 

!:"arm Structures Conference 
Ice Cream Manufacturers Short Course 
Home Demonstration Agents' Conference 
Horticulture Short Course 

U nless otherwise specified, events listed will take place at University Farm. 

• • o VV. D. STEGNER, former 
'1i1U1esota extensioner, has received 

wide recognition as a successful in
surance salesmanager since he became 
head of the State Farm Mutual Insur
ance company about 2 years ago. 
Since Steg took over the reins, the 
Minnesota branch has taken national 
leadership away from California and 
during 3 weeks of November and De
cember, Steg was called to assist in 
a special campaign with tl1e Indiana 
branch. A telegram from the Indiana 
headquarters announced recently that 
their goal bad been passed in this 
drive. 

• • • ENOCH NORUM, who left 
an assistant county agent post in Pen
nington county, April 1, to join the 
Soil Conservation Service, visited Uni
versity Farm about Christmas time. 
He was on his way to Hallock to 
spend the holidays with his parents. 

Until July, Norum wa stationed at 
Springfield Mo., working southern 
Missouri and northern Arkansas. 
Then he was shifted to Winona 
county, Mim1., but November 15 was 
moved to Georgia, headquartering at 
Lawrenceville for the winter. He will 
come back to Winona county next 
spring. 

Norum is with the division of con
servation surveys which takes care of 
sur~ey work outside of established 
proJ ect areas. The work demands a 
lot of moving about which orum 
finds very interesting. 

o • • A guest at the county 
agents' training meeting on farm 
prices at Rochester, January 13, was 
A. F. Borchert, Olmsted county's first 
agricultural agent, who held the post 
from 1918 to 1922. Mr. Borchert, a 
classmate of Dr. Andrew Boss at the 
School of Agriculture, entered agent 
work in orth Dakota in 1912. He 
was one of the three original county 
agents employed in North Dakota by 
Better Farming clubs, consisting of 
local businessmen who helped county 
boards finance the work prior to the 
establishment of regular federal and 
state extension work. Thomas Cooper 
another Minnesota graduate, now dean 
of agriculture at Kentucky, headed this 
movement in North Dakota. 

• • • Miss JuLIA 0. EWTON, 
state home demonstration leader on 
leave spoke on "The Homemaker in 
the Rural Credit Program" at the an
nual convention of the Associated 
Women of the American Farm Bureau 
at Pasadena, Calif. Miss Newton is 
now serving as chief of the family 
credit section, Farm Credit Adminis
tration, Washington, D. C. 

G roup Organizes 
to Improve Potato 

Designed to aid the Minnesota 
potato industry by promoting the im
provement of existing potato varieties 
and the introduction of new seed, the 
'Minnesota Potato Improvement asso
ciation was organized at University 
Farm during Farm and Home Week. 

Among the various activities of the 
organization, wi ll be its work to im
prove both table and seed stock and 
the supervision of the distribution of 
new and improved varieties. 

COUNTY AGENT A. H. FRICK, 
Grand Rapids, Itasca county, was 
elected president of the newly organ
ized association and A. G. ToLAAS, 
University Farm horticulturist was 
named secretary-treasurer. Vice-presi
dents from the various potato growing 
sections in 1innesota include William 
F. Haenke, Gilbert, Arrowhead sec
tion; William Challeen, Pine City, 
sandy land district; Herman Skyberg, 
Fisher, Red River Valley ; H. A. 
Burgin, New York Mills, North Cen
tral district; Ben Picha, Hollandale, 
Southern district. 

• • • Two county agents, F. J. 
MEADE of Lyon county and DoN 
MARTI of Rice county, added colored 
supplements to their December re
ports. These supplements showed 1936 
extension achievements illustrated in 
picture form and served to pictorially 
impress upon people the results ob
tained in these counties. 

0 • • STATE CLUB LEADER T. 
. . ERICK ON has been confined to his 
home for everal days with a bronchial 
cold, and it i expected to be two 
weeks more before he will be on full 
duty. 

• • • The state 4-H and home 
demonstration staffs will cooperate in 
conducting a conference for all county 
home demonstration agents at Univer
sity Farm, February 5 and 6. All 
pha es of 4-H home economics work 
will be treated. 

o • • H. G. ZAVORAL, · exten
sion animal husbandman, spoke at a 
luncheon January 9 given for 4-H club 
members of Freeborn county. The 
Albert Lea Rotary club, an organiza
tion that is cooperating with club 
work, was host. Seventy-five baby 
beeves have been placed with club 
people in the county. This work has 
been aided by the Rotary club. 

ARTHUR C. LIBBY, formerly a mem
ber of the soi l staff at University 
Farm, was appointed a sistant to 
M. A. TnoRFI ON, oi l erosion pe
cialist. W. A. PETERS, who for some 
time served a rural youth speciali t, 
has been named agricultural conserva
tion district agent. He ha taken over 
the district formerly supervised by 
W. E. MoRRrs, who is now working 
on his regular animal hu bandry pro
ject. L. P. Zr 1 IERMA resumed hi 
work as rural electrification speciali t 
January 1 al o. 

CLARENCE POWELL, who has been 
assistant county agent in Mower 
county, was transfered to Martin 
county. He replaces FRANCIS BRADY 
who was appointed Houston county 
agent. LESTER W. JusTICE, formerly 
with the Soil Erosion Service at 
Spring Valley, becom s a new member 
of the extension staff. He became as-
istant agent in Freeborn county. Mr. 

Justice was graduated from Iowa 
State College in 1934 and ince has 
been engaged in Smith-Hughes teach
ing, 4-H club and soi l erosion work. 

• • • Reports indicate increased 
interest in the baby beef 4-H club 
project throughout the state, and 
splendid progress is made in the var
ious counties. 0. R. GROVER, Wilkin 
county, reports 35 calves on feed to 
date; in 1935 there were 11 calves and 
in 1936 club member had 28 calves 
on feed. Frank Svoboda, Renville 
county, reports 32 calves on feed. Mr. 
Svoboda is planning a monthly trip of 
in pection during wh ich he will con
tact all beef club members, following 
which a circular letter wi ll be issued 
telling of the proo-ress made, and sug
gestions for feeding calves will be 
given. 

• • • Special training on meat 
canning was given to all home demon
stration agents during Farm and 
Home Week by Extension Nutrition
ists Inez M. Hobart and Ina B. Rowe, 
and C. Vacha, canning bacteriologist 
of the State Department of Agricul
ture. Many of the agents reported 
that the work was e pecially good in 
helping them check up on 1937 can
ning information. umerous meat 
ca1U1ing demonstrations have been 
scheduled in home demonstration coun
ties during January. 

• • •Three Minnesota exten
sioners are having an active part in 
the activities of the f innesota Wild 
Life federation, an organization ju t 
newly formed. 

At the meeting of the federation, 
held in Minneapolis, PARKER 0. 
ANDERSO , extension forester, was 
elected secretary and treasurer of the 
organization. Two other men repre
sent the division on the board of 
directors-agricultural extension divi
sion, A. E. ENGEBRETSON; 4-H club 
office, KENNETH INGW ALSON. 
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AITKIN. The Aitkin County Farm 
Bureau sponsored the first statewide 
turkey dressing contest December 22 
with much success, reports CouNTY 
AGENT A. R. ROLLIN. In the singles, 
Howard Hoffman of Aitkin was 
named state winner after he had 
dressed a bird in 7 minutes and 25 
seconds. In the doubles competition, 
Henning Johnson and Robert Cook 
were first place winners by dressing 
two birds in 7 minutes. 

ANOKA. One hundred twenty-five 
farmers attended a Farmers' Institute 
at Bethel December 11, indicating that 
the meeting was successful in spite of 
unfavorable weather. Speakers were 
H. R. SEARLES, extension dairyman, 
and W. W. BROOKINS, extension ag
ronomist. The Bethel Commercial 
club furnished the dinner and enter
tainment. 

EAST POLK. COUNTY AGENT 
RUDOLPH STOLEN reports much inter
est in the discussion work conducted 
by D. C. DvoRACF.K at Mcintosh. 
Thirty-five people were in attendance 
at the first discussion meeting. All 
four of the meetings in East Polk 
county will be devoted to discussing 
the various phases of cooperation and 
cooperative marketing. 

FREEBORN. The second annual Free
born county egg show was held during 
December. Although there were fewer 
exhibits than in 1935, MISS CoRA E. 
COOKE, poultry specialist, who judged 
the show, stated that the quality of 
exhibits had been improved. Cash 
prizes were provided by three local 
organizations. 

HUBBARD. Plans are being developed 
in Itasca county for the introduction 
of a program of dairy improvement 
that will fit the needs of the county. 
The foremost objective is the organ
ization of a cow testing association. 
Several dairy farmers have expressed 
the feeling that with a cow testing as
sociation as a foundation, many other 
essential supplementary practices fav
orable to a long-time improvement 
plan would be possible. 

JACKSON. With the purpose of pre
senting latest feeding facts which 
might be of value to farmers during 
this period of high feed prices, a lamb 
feeders meeting was held at Lakefield. 
Speakers included P. A. ANDERSON, 
University Farm meats specialist, the 
president of the Iowa Lamb Feeders 
association and the agricultural agent 
of the Milwaukee railway. 

• • • MRS. BELLE OSBORN FISH, 
child development pecialist, has an
nounced the birth of her first grand
chi ld. A daughter, Marjorie Ann, was 
born to Mr. and Mrs. Donald Fish 
recently. Donald is in the Iowa ex
tension service at Ames, Iowa. 

• • • A new assistant county 
agent appeared in Nicollet county New 
Years' eve. In other words, COUNTY 
AGENT and MRS. E. M. NELSON are 
announcing the arrival of a son, Larry 
E lgar. Mr. Nelson traditionally passed 
cigars around at an agent's meeting in 
Rochester, January 12. 

• • • The Redwood county 
weed killing plan was given additional 
publicity in the January issue of The 
Agricultural Leaders Digest by H. L. 
HARRIS, agricultural editor. Mr. Har
ris explained how the plan was or
iginated by Nate Bovee, former Red
wood county agent, and how it had 
been adopted in 40 Minnesota counties 
and attracted national recognition. 
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FLASHES 
LAKE. A conservation program has 

been worked out for Lake cow1ty with 
the cooperation of the American 
Legion, reports COUNTY AGENT ToR
STEIN GRINAGER. The program in
cludes activities co1mected with fores
try, fish and game, water power de
velopment, bow1ty on groundhogs, eli
mination of protection for the bear, 
and other such work. 

LE SUEUR. Taking advantage of an 
opportunity to demonstrate their lead
ership, two 4-H clubs, the Cleveland 
Pioneers and the Kasota Kan Do Its, 
entertained their parents and other 
persons at two successful Christmas 
events. Dim1er was served to about 
80 people by the Kasota group with 
Mr. Lundin, editor of the Mankato 
Free Press, an honored guest. 

MEEKER. RALPH WAYNE, county 
agent of Meeker county, has from time 
to time reported splendid progress in 
the development of the rural electrifi
cation project. An interesting account 
is found in Mr. Wayne's December 
report. Says Mr. Wayne; "Part of 
the Meeker cow1ty line was electrified 
before Christmas, and as a result a 
special message of Christmas cheer 
was brought to the farm homes in 
that section of the county. There was 
a real celebration for the congrega
tions of two of the rural churches and 
for the first time their Christmas trees 
were illuminated by electric light pro
vided by the Meeker County Electrifi
cation association. This is an illu
stration of the change electricity 
brings to farm communities." 

MowER. The board of directors of 
of the Freeborn-Mower Cooperative 
Light and Power association held their 
annual meeting this month. The group 
entered into a contract with the Rural 
E lectrification Administration at 
Washington, D . C., for a loan of 
$175,000. By-laws and a seal were 
adopted and other business contracted. 

NICOLLET. At the annual meeting of 
the Nicollet county Farm Bureau, DR. 
ANDREW Boss, former vice-director of 
the Minnesota Agricultural Experi
ment Station, was principal speaker. 
Dr. Boss spoke of British and Scottish 

• • • EXTENSION ANIMAL Hus
BANDMAN H. G. ZAVORAL has been 
hitting the ball in getting timely and 
valuable advice in regard to hog feed
ing and breeding publicized. The In
terstate Packing company at Winona 
has broadcast two of his News Letter 
articles about hog sanitation and feed
ing, and the January issue of the Hog 
Breeder held his chapter on hogs 
which was part of the book, "The 
Mortgage Lifter." 

• • • M. Lois RErn, acting 
home demonstration agent leader, an
nounces that the a1mual home demon
stration agent conference will be 
March 15-20. A committee will meet 
February 4 to outline the program. 
This committee includes MISS REID, 
MARY MAY MILLER, and CORA A. 
COOKE of the state staff, and two home 
demonstration agents, Mrss JOSEPHINE 
BURKETT of Brown county, and Mrss 
MAYBELLE GAME of Faribault county. 

from AFIELD 
agriculture as he observed it during 
his recent across-the-sea journey. 

NORMAN. GEORGE LANDSVERK, county 
agent, reports progress in his sheep 
project. At three drenching demon
strations held in this county 234 people 
were in attendance. One of the groups 
arranged to hold a sheep tour and 
picnic in June, 1937. Plans are also 
being developed for a purebred ram 
sale and exchange in the fall of 1937. 

PENNINGTON. As a part of a 5-year· 
sheep program, a series of four 
drenching demonstrations were held 
in the county during December. These 
were conducted by Extension Animal 
Husbandman H. G. Zavoral. The at
tendance was very good. 

PIPESTONE. Plans for the annual 
Farmers' Institute to be held at J a -
per February 3 and 4 are being formed 
by COUNTY AGENT EBENHARD GAND
RUD and C. J. Jonason, superintendent 
of schools at Jasper. Mr. Jonason is 
chairman of the institute committee. 

RAMSEY. COUNTY AGENT R. FREE
MAN aided in the development of the 
2-week short course for vegetable 
growers-a new short course initiated 
this month. The short course, designed 
for persons who intend to follow com
mercial vegetable growing, is being 
held at University Farm, January 25 
through February 5. 

REDWOOD. A survey of the past sea
son's weed spraying activities showed 
that 79,000 pounds of Atlacide and 
chlorate had been used in Redwood 
county. Of this amount, 21,140 pounds 
were applied on state primary noxious 
weed areas. The biannual weed meet
ing was held in Redwood Fall , De
cember 22 with 27 counties in attend
ance. A resume of the work wa 
presented and an organization planned 
to provide a more comprehensive pro
gram in the future. 

ST. Lours. ACTING CouNTY AGENT 
D. T. GRUSSENDORF, through the 
action of the county planning com
mittee of the county library plan, the 
libraries at Duluth, Hibbing, Virginia 
and Ely will establish branch libraries 
in rural areas. 

ScoTT. ay Co NTY AGE T WAL-
LACE {ILLER, perhaps with a sigh of 
relief, "There was omewhat of a re
lease of ten ion in December after 

ovember with the grand rush of 4-H 
achievement meetings, annual Farm 
Bureau meeting, annual report 
R.E.A., etc." 

SHERBURNE. Co NTY AGE T C. E. 
TOWER report that Mrs. P . H . Gar

ner who won fourth plac in the Farm 
and Home Week tat wide letter writ
ing conte t wa given the opportunity 
to read her letter over radio station 
KSTP. 

WASECA. The addition of Rice 
county to the teele-Waseca County 
Electric group increa es the member
ship to 1,200, says COUNTY GE T 
CLETU ] . MuRPHY. At the stock
holders meeting December 21 about 
300 people were pre ent to ratify the 
loan agreement. The stockholders 
voted to amend th constitution o as 
to change the limi t of indebtedness 
from $500,000 to $1,000,000. 

WEST POLK. Owing to the high 
price of feed grain , many farmers 
requested Cou TY GENT CARL G. 
AsH to obtain prices at which Cana
dian grains could be laid down in their 
county. Rumors were that both oats 
and wheat screenings could be pur
chased much cheaper in Canada than 
in the states. As a result of this re
quest, Mr. Ash made a trip to Winni
peg to investigate grain price . It is 
of interest to know that he found oats 
much higher in Canada than at home, 
even without transportation charges 
or custom duties. Wheat screenings 
could be purchased from $7 to $9 per 
ton cheaper at Crookston. 

WINONA. Poultry project leaders 
are providing evidence that good feed
ing and care pays. Records are kept 
by leaders, or by group members, to 
show how much it co ts to feed a flock 
of hens for one month and what re
turns may be expected with present 
prices at different levels of production. 
At leader training meetings in J anu
ary, the e records showed that 100 
hens laying a total of 100 eggs in a 
month would show a lo s of $8. When 
the 100 hens laid 700 eggs, there was 
a profit of $8. When this same num
ber of hens laid 1,800 egg , the profits 
increased to $37. The leaders agreed 
that early hatching and good housing 
contributed to these better results. 
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