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Institute Participates in Minnesota
Learning Readiness Initiative

Staff Update

The Institute on Community Integration is providing technical assistance to a
coalition of organizations that will " .. .help more children start and complete
school with the academic success that fully prepares them for a productive life."
The Minnesota Learning Readiness Initiative has drawn together the ICI,
Minneapolis Youth Coordinating Board, Hennepin County, the City of
Minneapolis, United Way of Minneapolis Area, Honeywell Foundation,
Minneapolis Public Schools, and Robbinsdale Public Schools to meet four goals:

• Ruth Robinson has been hired as the
new ICI Administrator.

• Improve school success of children and youth.
• Improve and sustain collaborations between schools and social services.
• Reduce the time school personnel spend meeting students' social and mental
health needs.
• Improve accessibility and ease of use of existing services for children, youth,
and their families.

The latest staff comings and goings
are as follows:

• Andrea Schaefer is the new research
assistant on the MN Longitudinal Study.
• Jean Ness is the new Coordinator of
the National Transition Network.
• Beth lgo and Hung-Chih Lin have
been hired as research assistants on the
Paraprofessional Training GranL
• Todd Severance and Lan Nguyen
are new student workeiS.
• Michelle Krause has moved to 109
Pattee to be the Publications secretary.

Through a subcontract from United Way of Minneapolis Area, Scott McConnell,
• Kay Almer has moved to room 6 to
Laura Bloomberg, Julie Hirsch, and Michelle Drews from the ICI are providing
be Principal Secretary on the National
consultation and evaluation services to the initiative's coalition.
Transition Network and related projects.
The coalition is supporting 11 pilot projects that are developing models for
• Pari Beyzavi has left ICI to work in
delivery of social services to school-aged children, and are designed to especially
the Special Education Programs of the
address the racial, cultural, and/or ethnic differences among the at-risk populations. The role of the ICI is to assist with identification of UniveiSity of Minnesota Minneapolis Public Schools.
faculty who can be linked with the pilot project staff to help the projects enhance
• Leann Hull has left ECRI and is now
their service delivery models. ICI staff meet with directors of the pilot projects to
working at Andersen school.
identify program areas that may benefit from univeiSity faculty analysis, technical
• Starr Attend ECE Conference. Seven
assistance needs that univeiSity faculty may be able to address, and opportunities
ICI staff attended the Division of Early
for collaborative reseaiCh and program development The coalition will make
Childhood
Conference in Washington,
small grants available to university faculty and pilot projects for collaborative
6-9, and four were
D.C.,
December
analysis and program development In addition to its involvement in this phase of
presenters.
Presenting
were Mary
the initiative, the ICI will evaluate the implementation and outcomes of pilot
McEvoy,
Rick
Spicuzza,
Carol Davis,
projects and of the initiative as a whole. The ICrs involvement in this effort grew
Attending
were
and
Maryann
Marchal.
out of relationships established through ICI evaluation of United Way's Success
and
Becky
Richards,
Becky
DeLugacb,
By 6 program.
Karla
Buerkle-Anderson.
Funded in 1992 by a $500,000 grant from the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services, the initiative will continue through December 1993. The Institute will be involveed in the project until its
Dates to Remember ...
completion.
For further information about the initiative contact Laura
• TODAY: Quarterly Reports Due!
Bloomberg at 625-0502.
• January 25: Core Starr Meeting. 9:30-11. 118 Pattee.
• January 26: ICI Writing and Editing Workshop.
9:30-11 am. Location TBA.

Bits & Pieces
Information from the Institute's Research and Technology Consulting Group
(RTCG) and the Publications Office.

• Software Piracy
Many computer users are not aware of the strict legal restrictions regarding the
copying of software that they have purchased. When you purchase a program, the
disks usually come in some sort of sealed container (an envelope, plastic bag, etc.).
By opening the envelope you commit to complying with the license agreement.
Most license agreements permit you to put one copy of the program on your
computer and to make one backup copy of your disks for archival purposes only.
This means that if you have a program that you use on your computer at work and
you put it on your computer at home (or visa versa) you are violating federal
copyright laws and are subject to substantial fmes and jail time.
Recently, several software companies have amended their software license
agreements to allow purchasers to use the program on two computers (e.g., home
and office, office and laptop, etc.). We strongly recommend that you check your
license agreements to determine what limitations there are on copying your
software. The copies the license agreement permits are for your use only. No
other user is permitted to use the software.
illegal software on a computer is the computer owner's responsibility. The
Macs in Room 6 are for community use by ICI staff and faculty, and as such they
are the ICI's responsibility. The RTCG will be placing a survey by the Macs to
ascertain how frequently particular programs are being used for ICI projects. In
February, we will be removing all illegal copies of programs from the room 6
Macs. We will then put legal copies ofthe most frequently used programs on these
machines. Individual users are responsible for the computers in their offices.
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact the RTCG at 626-8649
or stop by and see us in Room 110.

From the
Front Office
News from ICI's Administrative Staff
• Ruth Robinson has arrived as the new
Administrator for ICI, replacing Sharon
Olson. Ruth worked in the College of
Education from 1970-1987, and most
recently was the owner ofRuthie's
Bar-B-Q Emporium. She will oversee
administrative activities of ICI. Responsibilities include assisting faculty and
staff in preparing grant applications and
budgets, fiscal management, coordinating space and personnel needs, and
evaluating ICI management of administrative data. She is currently working
with key staff to develop a plan to
improve ICI procedures and policies.
• Biweekly Payroli People. There is a
new box in 102 Pattee (by Claudia's
desk) where you must turn in your time
card. You must turn in the card according to your payment schedule or you
will not get a check. Do not leave your
timecard anywhere but in this box.
(

• Federal Register Goes High Tech.
The Federal Register will now be
available through a database called
Legi-Slate rather than in bound copy.
• Publications Workshops Offered
The same information will be in the
Refine your skills in writing/editing and design/layout at two workshops
database as in print, but in addition the
offered by the Publications Office in January and February. These are repeats of
database can search by date, subject,
last year's popular workshops titled, "Creating Effective Publications", for ICI staff, CFDA number, funding agency, and
students, and friends who produce brochures, newsletters, manuals, booklets, fliers, type of Federal Register entry. To access
and other non-scholarly materials. To register, please call Vicki Gaylord at 624it see Laura Bloomberg in 101 Pattee.
6347 at least four days in advance.
Staff who've been receiving Federal
Register
information from Laura will
• Creating Effective Publications: Writing and Editing. Techniques for
now be sent a database printout
planning, writing, and editing promotional materials (conference fliers and
brochures), informational materials (fact sheets, training manuals, project
brochures), and news articles (newsletters, press releases). Tuesday, January 26, Odds & Ends
9:30 - 11 am. Location TBA.
• Holiday Party Donations. The ICI's
• Creating Effective Publications: Design and Layout. Principles of page
holiday party netted 35 books for the
layout, tecnhiques for selecting the most effective formats for specific audiences Metro Area Head Start Program; and
clothing, jewelry, perfume, and movie
and purposes, considerations in choosing inks and papers, and terms to use in
working with printers. Tuesday, February 23, 9:30 - 11 am. Location TBA.
tickets for our Aliveness Project
family. Thanks to all who donated.

• New Publications
• Transition in Minnesota: A report on roles, competencies, and training
needs. Looks at preservice licensure requirements; inservice training requirements; training needs; inferences from state plans, rules, and regulations;
competency study results; special and vocational education; and rehabilitation
counseling. Available in 109 Pattee.

• Happy Birthday to David Evelo
(Jan. 17), Cheryl Light (Jan. 1). Liz
Rudrud (Jan. 23), Rick Spicuzza (Jan.
1), and Jim Ysseldyke (Jan. 1)••.and to
Sandy and Greg Thompson's new son
Peter Gregory born New Year's Eve.

