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STUDENT SENATE CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE (SSCC) 

MINUTES OF MEETING 

February 19, 2015 

 
[In these minutes: Moodle discussion; Docket approval] 
 
[These minutes reflect discussion and debate at a meeting of a committee of the University of Minnesota 
Senate; none of the comments, conclusions or actions reported in these minutes represent the views of, 
nor are they binding on, the Senate, the Administration or the Board of Regents.] 
 
PRESENT: Valkyrie Jensen (chair), Alex Stangel (vice chair), Martin Caride, Zachary Shartiag, 
Robert Stewart, Jordan Weil 
 
GUESTS: Rosann Cahill; Keith Brown; Mark McKay 

 
OTHERS: Justin Goodroad for Cedric Citrowske 

 

REGRETS: Nick Dalton, Olivia Stiller 
 
ABSENT: Laddie Arnold 

 

1. MOODLE DISCUSSION 
 
Rosann Cahill, service director, Academic Technology Tools, Keith Brown, service director, 
OIT, and Mark McKay, academic technology system analyst, OIT, presented information related 
to Moodle and answered questions submitted by SSCC on behalf of the Student Senate. Ms. 
Cahill thanked the committee, as they appreciate being able to have student input. She then used 
a PowerPoint to highlight the following:  
● Questions and feedback from you 

○ There are too many old courses on “My Home” 
○ Mobile version for Moodle needs to be improved, why can’t we download the 

mobile app? 
○ I’d like a better system of reviewing turned in assignments (especially for writing 

examples). 
○ What resources are available to faculty to use Moodle in the most efficient way? 
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● Ms. Cahill demonstrated how to customize the homepage so students can choose the 
classes that are displayed. 

● Moodle via mobile 
○ U of M’s Moodle is “Responsive”- The layout responds to the device and browser 

window size whatever device you are on (desktop/laptop, mobile phone and 
tablet) 

○ Moodle’s mobile app does not meet the University’s standards: 
■ It contains technical bugs 
■ Not yet ready for use 
■ Key benefits do not work in the U of M environment 

● Faculty Resources 
○ Training opportunities and resources available 
○ Consultation around pedagogy and appropriate technology selection 
○ Workshops on academic technology topics 
○ Course production assistance 

● Resources 

○ How to customize Moodle’s “My Home” Video 
○ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mVcJ05teolY&list=PLzoK0jZHWt0tsCn6c3

VveNNHQbHIRik0d 

Ms. Cahill expressed interest in returning to the committee in the future and the members agreed 
this could be beneficial.  
 
2. APPROVAL OF MARCH 5, 2015 STUDENT SENATE DOCKET 
 
Ms. Jensen directed members’ attention to the docket and the following discussion began: 
 
● “Ban the Box Resolution” - Mr. Stewart explained that there are no records kept of those 

that have answered the question related to criminal history, it is self reported as 
background checks are not conducted.  
○ The resolution contains two options: complete removal or rewrite the question to 

include more specific language. 
○ Mr. Stewart added that there is anecdotal data that this question can be a deterrent 

for applicants.  
○ Mr. Weil suggested that it be pointed out that there are laws in place that would 

prevent certain criminals from being on campus, such as predatory offenders.  
● Resolution to modify Bereavement in the Administrative Policy on Makeup Work for 

Legitimate Absences 
○ Ms. Jensen explained that this would clarify the process for both professors and 

students. 
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● Minimum Sanctions for Sexual Assault 
○ Ms. Jensen explained that this resolution is currently supported by MSA. The goal 

is to create guidelines for the cases when a student is accused of varying degrees 
of sexual assault. If implemented, this would be one of the most stringent models 
created for a campus. Minimum sanctions do not currently exist.  

○ Members developed the following list of questions: 
■ Is it reported if a student assaults someone that is not a student?  
■ What happens from the time that the report is filed until the case is 

decided?  
■ Aurora Center’s hours are limited to 8:00-4:30. 
■ Crookston’s turn around time averages two weeks from the time it is 

reported until the completion of the hearing.  
 
The Student Senate Docket for March 5, 2014 was approved with the understanding that the 
resolutions are likely to change before the Student Senate meeting.  
 
Hearing no further business, Ms. Jensen adjourned the meeting. 
 
Jeannine Rich 
University Senate Office 
 


