
Incoming Students 
Will Face Tougher 
Writing Requirements 
By Joyce Wascoe 

They talk about it. They complain 
about it. College professors 
exchange horror stories about it. 

Business managers blame the colleges 
for it. They both blame the high schools. 
Everyone knows it. College graduates 
can't write. 

The College of Liberal Arts (CLA) 
plans major changes in its curriculum to 
do something about it. Beginning in 
1991 , students will face tougher writing 
requirements for admission and gradua
tion. The CLA Assembly approved the 
plan in March; however, it will not be 
implemented until 1991 to give Minne
sota high schools time to increase the 
amount of writing instruction they offer 
and to give CLA time to run pilot 
programs on new courses. 

With the change, the University will 
become the first major public institution 
to require prospective students to submit 
a writing portfolio. 

CLA has tinkered with its writing 
requirement in the past in an effort to 
make it more effective, but the new 
requirement, which adds two new 
courses for a total of four, means a large 
commitment of new resources. It recog
nizes one of the basic tenets espoused by 
composition teachers-that the only 
way to learn to write is to write. 

"We can preach, we can correct 
papers, we can do all those things, but 
unless they write, they won't get beyond 
the entry level," said Lillian Bridwell
Bowles, director of the Composition 
Program. 

The I 0- to 25-page writing portfolio 
required for admission will not exclude 
anyone. Students who don't have a port
folio but meet other entrance require
ments will be admitted contingent on 
completion of a portfolio, which will be 
used to place students in the appropriate 
level of freshman composition. Students 
who fall below the minimum will be 
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required to take non-credit remedial 
writing courses. 

The admission portfolio, which will 
usually be prepared in high school and 
certified by high school teachers, would 
include samples of narrative or descrip
tive writing; deliberative writing, such as 
an academic essay or media review; 
persuasive writing that requires 
research; preliminary outlines or drafts 
to show the writing process; and a one
to two-page letter introducing the 
portfolio. 

The typical student entering CLA in 
1991 will have to take two freshman
level writing courses; one writing course 
called a "W" course given in another 
discipline such as history; and a junior
or senior-level course that involves writ
ing in the student's major area. Students 
will also submit a written report for the 
senior project. Portfolios of writing 
samples from the required courses 
would be evaluated for graduation. The 
portfolios also will be used for faculty 
research on improving writing 
instruction. 

Poor writing skills are not just a 
Minnesota phenomenon. The 
complaints are heard nationwide in 
national education reports. But just how 
do Minnesota students compare with the 
rest of the country? 

Bridwell-Bowles agrees with Garri
son Keillor's assessment of Minnesota's 
fictional Lake Wobegon students
"The children are all above average." 

Minnesota students are very homoge
neous, she said, with few students at 
either end. A small percentage makes 
most of the errors. There are students 
with serious problems, but they are not 
typical, she said. "Our students write 
safe sentences, safe paragraphs, safe 
essays, but they tend toward the 
mediocre." 
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New hope for visually Impaired •.... pA 
Gordon Lewe discrwers reading aids tor hims8lf and 
other visually handicapped people. 

Spano goes back to school ..... ... p.7 
Political lobbyist Wy Spano is one of many "untyplcal" 
students who decide to pursue additional degrees. 

MIW 
+ ~ISn 



Photo by Tom Foley 

THE DEAN'S LIST 

Dean Fred Lukermann 

Editor's Note: The Dean says this bears repeating. A version of the column was 
printed in Spring 1985. 

The term "internationalizing" education has been discussed in the University 
community for years as a goal we should adopt. At least a half dozen task forces 
in the last 10 years have examined international programs at the University. Just 
recently, there has been some movement, but there has been little discussion 
about the heart of the matter-the need for curriculum change. 

President Kenneth Keller's report, A Commitment to Focus, was the first time it 
has been said publicly that the University should be known as an international 
research institution. I think many of us felt that we were an international research 
university, but it is important to say it out loud and to put it into print as well as 
into practice. 

The real key is the curriculum in each college. When I talk about curriculum, I 
don't mean the existing area studies programs or world cultures courses alone. 
You don't become international by taking a course on Brazil, or France, or India. 
Curriculum must be more than advocacy of specific cultural and national area 
courses. We need a curriculum revolution. 

There should be an international perspective to everything we teach. We 
should "internationalize" every department, every program, every curriculum in 
the University. The study of the interdependence of peoples and cultures in this 
plural world is probably the most important thing we have to add to our 
curriculum. 

Thematic courses would cut across areas and incorporate the fact of a differ
entiated, pluralistic world. If international means cross-cultural or transnational in 
your perspective, then I think you are beginning to be theoretical and concep
tually correct. 
· '~st of us tend to took upon the problem as being that we don't Know enough 
about China or enough about Germany. The addition of mere facts is a waste 
unless you have a conceptual framework in which to place those facts. Compar
ative analysis, comparative methodology, and comparative theory is what is 
important in the liberal arts. If we're not going to talk about the interdependence 
of cultures, about the comparative character of cultures, then we're missing the 
point. 

When CLA restructured its curriculum six years ago following the recommen
dations of the Chambers Report, a new requirement was added, requiring 8-10 
credits of world studies courses. That has improved, obviously, our factual back
ground. There were very few new courses created, however, that made students 
think about the theory of cultures. 

At the very center of the Chambers Report was a call for a liberal education 
that involves itself in the "modes of inquiry." It was an appeal for students to be 
taught not strictly facts and answers to questions, but how to structure questions 
that we can carry with us forever to find answers. Those modes of inquiry that 
apply to internationalizing the curriculum ask these kinds of questions: What is 
the nature of pluralism? What separates us in the world, what differentiates the 
world? And, of course, what links us to each other in the world? 

Further, we should be offering courses in a language-cultural continuum 
beyond the introductory language courses, for example, courses in French 
history in French, courses in contemporary philosophy in German. We should be 
doing our research and graduate training in primary rather than secondary 
sources. 

Education can't be all in books, all in the library, all in lecture classes. You have 
to have field experience in the area and in the culture in which you are interested. 
Both faculty research and student study abroad need financial support. 

If we make our curriculum thematic, theoretical, critical, and cross-cultural, 
rather than culture specifiC, we may see more clearly our common human ground 
rather than our particular American interests. 
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U Students 
Don'tTake 
Writing Risks 
continued from page 1 

Students have usually learned a few 
basic formulas for writing essays and 
they bend their material to fit those 
structures, she added. There is very little 
risk taking, she finds, and when they 
start taking risks, their writing falls 
apart. 

Colleges in some 
other states might 
love to have Minne
sota students to work 
with, Bridwell
Bowles said. With 
the basics that 
students have, she 
said, there is a real Bridwell- Bowles 
opportunity for CLA 
to turn them into really good writers. 

The complaints that faculty exchange 
in anecdotal stories usually center on 
surface-level problems such as spelling, 
punctuation, and grammar, Bridweli
Bow les said. The real problems go 
deeper to the inability to organize, to 
analyze in detail, and to do serious criti
cal thinking and writing. 

The National Assessment on Educa
tional Process 1984 report on writing 
achievement of American children 
agrees with Bridwell-Bowles' assess
ment. The mechanics of spelling and 
punctuation are adequate, but there has 
been a decline in more significant areas. 

Writing ability is a chronic problem 
that has been growing for a long time, 
Bridwell-Bowles said. A lot of money 
has already been spent on it, with little 
sign of improvement. 

Bridwell-Bowles points to cultural 
reasons. Writing is not a natural part of 
one's life today, she said. 

Jim Simler, chair of the Economics 
department who headed the CLA Task 
Force on Writing that prepared the writ
ing proposal, said today's students live in 
an "oral society. In schools, the time 
devoted to writing has shrunk over the 
past couple of generations. There is 
more emphasis on speaking. It's very 
difficult for people to become good 
writers. 

"Maybe class sizes in elementary and 
secondary schools discourage teachers 
from assigning writing," he said. That is 
certainly true at the University, he 
added, consequently, students don't 
develop the skill. "When I look at my 
phone bills, I can tell you why we don't 
write letters." 

The CLA Task Force on Writing Stan
dards included a representative from the 
State Department of Education, the 
chair of a high school English depart
ment, a junior high school teacher, a 
representative from Minneapolis 
Community College, as well as profes
sors from University departments. 

A draft of the proposal was sent to 
120 high schools, and the 50 to 60 
responses were enthusiastic about the 
plan. Some high schools already have a 
portfolio requirement. 

The high school r---"'!'""'"'E'""--...,..., 

teachers were eager, 
Simler said. They 
"encouraged us to 
drive forward with 
this," he said, and 
they said they would 
find the resources. 

Bridwell-Bowles Jim Simler 
stressed the need for 
additional resources at both the college 
and high school level. With 170 students 
a day, high school teachers can't assume 
responsibility for certifying portfolios, 

she said. "To add another burden is not 
going to solve the problem. The state 
must set it as a priority or tolerate the 
problems that exist." 

With four compositi<;m courses in the 
CLA curriculum, there will be more 
emphasis on what writing experts call 
"writing across the curriculum." The 
plan is to designate specific courses in 
other disciplines such as history or polit
ical science as "W" courses. Those 
courses will demand a lot of writing in 
the subject matter of the course and 
provide feedback and instruction in 
writing. 

One of the major hurdles that needs to 
be overcome if the proposal will be a 
success is the reluctance among faculty 
members. 

As much as 
faculty would like to 
see writing 
improved, there is a 
general feeling that 
they don't want to get 
into the "messy 
business of teaching 
someone how to 
wrfte,"' said James 

James Tracy 

Tracy, former acting associate dean for 
curriculum who was instrumental in 
developing the new writing 
requirements. 

Even faculty who now assign writing 
in their courses are worried about the 
extra workload involved in closely 
correcting that writing. They are also 
concerned that they aren't trained in 
teaching writing. 

CLA will run a number of pilot 
programs during the next two years to 
see how those problems can be solved so 
that writing can be integrated into 
courses. 

Tracy suggested some changes that 
could be made in his course, "German 
Reformation History," which usually has 
60 students and requires one 5-page 
report and two 500-word reports. He has 
a teaching assistant who reads first 
drafts. The course could have a recita
tion period assigned to it, he suggested, 
where the students would spend more 
time on writing for more credit. 

Other proposals include allowing 
professors who spend extra time on writ
ing courses to eliminate one other course 
from their yearly teaching load. Semi
nars for professors on teaching writing 
may also be offered. 

The pilot programs will test the 
waters. A set of varied departments 
including History, Geography, Architec
ture, Psychology, and Music will offer 
courses in 1988 that "we think will 
demonstrate bugs if bugs exist," Simler 
said. 

The Composition Program has 
submitted a $600,000 grant proposal to 
the Fund for the Improvement of Post
secondary Education to help fund the 
pilot projects. It will pay for release time 
for faculty members in several depart
ments to review the status of writing, to 
evaluate students and writing require
ments in that department, and to set 
writing goals for majors. At the time of 
publication, the grant proposal had made 
it into the final round for consideration. 



American Sign Language 
Approved as Language Option 
By Jeanine Halva-Neubauer 

Ill In April, the CLA Council on 
Curriculum, Instruction, and 

Advising unanimously approved Ameri-
can Sign Language (ASL) as a second
language option for students. Beginning 
as early as the fall, students proficient in 
ASL could use the language to fulfill the 
second-language requirement. 

The University is the only Big Ten 
school that allows sign language to meet 
second-language requirements, said Deb 
Guthmann, a sign-language specialist 
and a counselor in the Office for 
Students with Disabilities. In addition, 
the measure makes it possible for 
students to transfer ASL coursework 
from other institutions. 

The four-part proposal states that ASL 
is a complete language; six-quarter 
proficiency in ASL will meet the 
second-language requirement; native 
ASL users proficient in another 
approved language will be exempt from 
the second-language requirement; and 
credits in ASL can be applied toward 
graduation for students taking ASL as a 
second language. 

The College of 
Liberal Arts will 
provide a test for 
proficiency at the 
six-quarter level for 
students who wish to 
fulfill the second
language graduation 
requirement in ASL. Stephen Wilbers 
However, Dean Fred 
Lukermann has said it is unlikely that 
the college will offer ASL courses in the 
near future. 

Stephen Wilbers, director of CLA 's 
Student Academic Support Services and 
chairman of the CLA Scholastic Stand
ing Committee (where the proposal 

originated), said three common miscon
ceptions surround ASL. 

One fallacy is that sign language is a 
derivative and degenerate form of 
English, not a separate language. 
Researchers have found, however, that 
ASL is a natural and complete language. 

A second misconception is that ASL 
is a simple, concrete language that 
cannot express abstract thought. Again, 
studies show that sign language expres
siveness is comparable to that of oral or 
written languages. 

Another erroneous belief is that ASL 
is merely pantomime. Although sign 
languages may have their origins in 
mime, signs employed by ASL and other 
such sophisticated languages have 
evolved to the point that they cannot be 
understood by those using British or 
French sign languages. 

Guthmann, a .------.,,..___, 

former employee of 
Gallaudet Univer
sity, which only 
admitted hearing
impaired students 
until last fall, feels 
ASL is a very practi
callanguage. Twenty Deb Guthmann 
million people with 
hearing impairments live in the United 
States; of those, about two million use 
sign language, Guthmann said, adding 
that such a nearby population gives 
students a greater chance to use their 
language skills. 

At the University, however, only 24 of 
the 45,000 students on the Twin Cities 
campus are both deaf and use sign
language interpreters. According to 
Guthmann, only a handful of professors 
on campus know sign language. • 

WHAT THE STUDENTS ARE DOING 

Michael Jay Schroeder 

• Honors student Michael Jay 
Schroeder, a double major in History 
and Economics with a minor in African 
Studies, recently won a Mellon Fellow
ship for the Humanities. Created by the 
Andrew Mellon Foundation, the fellow
ship is given to approximately 1 00 
"exceptionally promising students" 
preparing to enter graduate school in 
the humanities. The award will provide 
the senior with a $9,000 scholarship 
that may be renewed for four years. 
Allen lsaacman, History, nominated the 
St. Paul native for the honor. Schroe
der was chosen from a nationwide pool 
of more than 1 , 700 candidates and is 
the third CLA student in as many years 
to receive a Mellon award. • Junior 
Music major Dian Folland, Owa
tonna, has won a Tanglewood Music 
Center Fellowship. The program, which 
takes place in Massachusetts this 
summer, will allow Folland to study vi
olin performance with intemationally 
known violin masters and conductors. 
Fewer than 25 violinists nationwide re
ceived fellowships. • This year, the 
Office for Special Learning Opportuni
ties began a grant program to help CLA 
students carry out intemships. Funded 
by alumni donations, 1 0 students are 
awarded $750 each quarter to defray 
tuition, fees, and book costs. Spring
quarter winners are Kimberly Brez
nik, Chisholm, Bachelor of Individual
ized Studies, who is working with an 
art therapist at a halfway house for al
coholics; Kendall Cronstrom, Edina, 
Journalism, is learning editorial duties 
at MSP Publications, publisher of Min
neapolis-St. Paul magazine; Heidi 
Egan, Minocqua, Wis., Geography, is 
developing an interactive model of wa
ter movement in the Twin Cities basin 

with the U.S. Geological Survey; Dale 
Kakkak, Keshena, Wis., who plans to 
major in Journalism, is gaining publish
ing experience with The Circle, an 
American Indian newspaper; Otto 
Loggers, Shakopee, an honors stu
dent in Scandinavian Languages, is 
working with the Dahloff Swedish im
migrant collection in the Special Col
lections and Rare Books department 
of Wilson LJbrary; Jean Lundaii-Ford, 
Mason City, Iowa, a Psychology major 
planning an individualized studies de
gree, is a child advocate for the Juve
nile Courts Guardian ad Utem Pro
gram of Hennepin County; Maren 
Nelson, Buffalo, Art History honors 
student, is working on projects in the 
decorative arts department of the Min
neapolis Institute of Arts; John Sosh
nik, Maple Plain, Urban Studies, is 
helping residents of Minneapolis' Elliot 
Park neighborhood make use of as
sistance programs through Catholic 
Charities; Sean Toren, Minneapolis, 
honors student in Philosophy and East 
Asian Studies, is a volunteer teaa'itfrof 
philosophy at South High School in 
Minneapolis; Mary Wolin, Richfield, 
Olild Psychology, is counseling abused 
children through the "Friend in Child" 
program at the Hennepin County 
Community Services Department. • A 
fuU tuition award to study harp has been 
given to Music major Carolyn Dueis 
of Sioux Falls, S.D. Dueis will begin work 
on a master's degree in music per
formance at the University of Michigan 
this fall. • Child Psychology junior L. 
Read Sulik won top honors for the best 
paper in the social sciences division at 
the First Annual National Conference 
on Undergraduate Research. 

Karen Wolff Appointed School of Music Director 

A college implementation committee, 
which has not yet been appointed, will 
oversee the pilot projects and implemen
tation of the requirements. It will report 
back to the CLA Assembly with specific 
course proposals in 1989. 

Neither Bridwell-Bowles nor Simler 
are in a hurry for a quick fix. They prefer 
to move slowly to develop a program 
that will work for high scho61 and 
college students. They both think this 
plan is worth a try. 

"Language is like an arm or a leg," 
Bridwell-Bowles said. "It grows imper
ceptibly. Writing must be central in the 
learning process. If it is, it will grow 
very naturally. If marginalized and left 
exclusively to the composition program, 
it won't thrive as it should across the 
University." • 

II The School of Music has the poten
tial to become one of the top music 

schools in the country, according to its 
new director. Karen Wolff, associate 
dean of the University of Cincinnati 
College-Conservatory of Music, will 
begin her new position July 1. 

"We intend to make this a major 
music school," Wolff said. "The U 
seems prepared to put the resources into 
it to make that possible, plus the wonder
ful artistic environment in the Twin 
Cities points to a good chance of 
success," she said. 

Raising funds to add a performance 
hall to the new School of Music building 
is a priority. "We cannot have the spot
light on performance activities in the 
school without having a suitable hall for 
them," she said. The University has 
received $1.6 million in matching 
money from the legislature to build a 
I 000-seat auditorium, but will have to 
seek private donations to raise the 
remainder of the $6.8 million needed for 
construction. 

Wolff said she plans to put more 
resources into full time faculty, particu
larly in the performance area. It is well 
grounded in the academic area, she said. 

The School of Music should have a 
closer relationship with the major Twin 
Cities' orchestras and opera company, 
she said, and she plans to develop coop
erative programming. She was attracted 
to the University because of the music 
organizations in the Twin Cities, she 
said, and those organizations should be 
beneficial to students in a University 
setting. 

Wolff, 49, has also served as head of 
the division of music education and as 
acting dean of the College-Conservatory 
of Music. She specializes in choral 
conducting for youth singing groups. 
She founded the College-Conservatory 
of Music Children's Choir in 1982. It has 
performed with collegiate groups and 
appeared with the Cincinnati Symphony 
Orchestra last summer and was invited 
to compete in the international musical 
festival in Wales. 

Wolff received her Ph. D. from the 
University of Michigan in 1979. She has 
been a faculty member and administra
tor of the College-Conservatory of 
Music since 1978. • 

Karen Wolff 



By Bill Hoffmann 

II Severely limited vision since child
hood has spurred Psychology 

professor Gordon Legge to become a 
pioneer in low vision research. His find
ings promise new hope that the visually 
impaired will be able to read. 

"As our research has shown, reading 
is often possible with extremely low 
vision. I am able to read suitably 
designed text-very large letters, 
printed as white characters on a black 
background-at rates of nearly 100 
words per minute, compared with 
normal rates averaging 250 words per 
minute," he said. 

"My vision resembles normal vision 
through frosted glass. I was often told 
that my sight was so bad as to be 
useless," he recalled. Low vision is 
defined as not being able to read a news
paper at a normal viewing distance even 
with glasses or contact lenses. 

Legge's work during his I 0 years at 
the University helped create the new 
field of low vision research. Legge 
recently received a $642,000 five-year 
grant from the National Institutes of 
Health's National Eye Institute to 
continue the research. 

Legge was selected this year for a 
Merit Award from the National Eye 
Institute. The award adds three to five 
years of funding to the NEI grant. The 
Eye Institute award is the only one at the 
University and only the third nationally. 

Until now, there has been no reliable 
means for predicting how well a person 
with a given eye condition would read, 
what viewing conditions would be best 
for reading, or what sort of reading aid 
would be most useful, he and his 
research team explained in a paper. 

Team members are Julie Ross, 
Andrew Luebker, and Mary Schleske, 
from the Psychology Department; Denis 
Pelli, now of Syracuse University; and 
Gary Rubin, now of Johns Hopkins 
University. A large part of the grant 
funding is used for personnel costs, he 
said. 

Low vision is largely a problem asso
ciated with aging. In the past, people 
simply accepted failing vision as a part 
of growing old, Legge pointed out. 
About 1.4 million Americans had severe 
visual impairment, 1977 figures 
showed. About 85,000 new cases are 
reported each year. Fewer than I 0 
percent of these people are totally blind. 
The rest have low vision. 

In the project's low vision laboratory 
in Elliott Hall, this optometer uses 
reflected laser light to measure where 
the eye of a subject is focusing on a 
pattern. Operating the laser opto
meter is graduate student Yuanchao 
Gu, Beijing, China. 

The most common causes of low 
vision are eye diseases that generally 
occur in the elderly-cataracts, glau
coma, and age-related maculopathy 
(retinal degeneration in central vision), 
he said in the paper. If treatment could 
not restore normal vision, many people 
gave up daily activities requiring sight. 
The prevailing wisdom was that the fail-

The clarity needed for reading was tested by the research team. It found that a 
resolution of 400 dots per character is the number beyond which reading by 
people with normal or low vision never improves. However, much lower resolu
tion is often sufficient. In this example, the bottom line has 484 dots per char
acter, the next line up has 120, the next line 31 dots and the top line has about 8 
dots per letter. 

Gordon Legge's Vision Is 
Hope to Visually Impaired 

ing eyes should not be used, but 
"conserved." 

So, some people were afraid to use 
their remaining vision. But research and 
experience over the past two decades 
have shown there are no risks in using 
impaired vision, Legge said. With read
ing aids and encouragement, people can 
read and continue many activities. 

In the laboratory, Legge and his 
researchers have designed methods to 
obtain a highly reproducible measure of 
the subject's reading speed. The meth
ods involve a subject viewing text that 
drifts across a TV screen, much like the 
moving weather overlays on commercial 
TV. The character's size, contrast, color, 
and spacing are controlled by a 
computer. The subject reads the text 
aloud. The drift rate is increased until 
the subject begins to make errors. 

The researchers found they can relia
bly predict maximum reading speeds 
based on two variables: whether there 
are blind spots in the central vision, and 
whether the image-forming structures of 
the eye are clear or cloudy. For people 
with tunnel vision, the researchers also 
found that rapid reading is possible with 
as few as four letters in the available 
field of vision. 

EduTec, Inc., a research firm in 
Brooklyn Park, is preparing to market a 
"fiberscope" reading aid, an invention 
by Pelli and Legge that developed from 
their research. It uses the kind of optic 
fibers used in medicine to look inside 
the body. The device carries an image 
from the printed page along a bundle of 
optical fibers to the eye. A microscope 
eyepiece enlarges the image for viewing. 
It also allows the reader to sit normally, 
rather than bending or holding the read
ing material up to the eyes. 

The fiberscope is more portable than 
other reading aids, Legge noted. For 
instance, it can be taken to the library 
and used to read the card catalog. Often 
people with low vision can't get their 
eyes physically close enough to read the 
cards. 

Legge said the high price of vision 
aids is a "real dilemma." The price of 
the fiberscope, for example, may exceed 
$1,000, and those who could benefit 
from it can't afford to buy it, he said. For 
instance, the closed-circuit TV system in 
his office is critical for reading in his 
research, but a lot of people who could 
benefit from such a system can't afford 
the $2,000 to $3,000 cost, he noted. 

Gary Domstrand of Edutec thinks 
many people could benefit from using 
the fiberscope. A woman told him she 
doesn't care how much it costs, she'd 
buy one because of the freedom it would 
give and she called it "her eyes." 

Domstrand said if the fiberscope were 
on the market now, the price would be 
about $1 ,595. To get the price down, it 
would be necessary to manufacture and 
sell a large number, Domstrand said. If 
the fiberscope could be sold for $995, 
the market would be as large as a few 
hundred thousand people, he said. 

Legge hopes an electronic version of 
the fiberscope can also be developed. It 
would contain a miniature closed-circuit 
television system. "We have some ideas, 
but we're not really claiming to be engi
neers .... We know the vision and they 
know the engineering." Reading aids 
like the fiberscope "are nice by-prod
ucts" of the team's research, he 
observed. 

In addition to low vision, Legge's 
research has dealt with aspects of 
normal vision, including binocular inter-

action and stereo vision, the focusing of 
the eye, and pattern analysis in vision. 

For Legge, the story of his contribu
tions to the field of low vision research 
began, in a way, at the age of six. That's 
when his eyesight was damaged and he 
was in critical condition from the rare 
"Stevens-Johnson Syndrome." It is 
thought to be a severe allergic or 
immune system reaction. 

"I turned out to be an interesting 
ophthalmological case. People now have 
much less severe eye damage. So, I 
contributed to medical knowledge as a 
patient," he said. Timely development of 
cortisone was crucial in his recovery. 
Earlier, the syndrome had been fatal for 
some patients. 

Psychology might seem an unusual 
discipline for pursuing low vision 
research, but Legge explained that it is 
an extremely broad discipline, and that it 
has a long tradition of studying percep
tion. For Legge, it Wl;!S not such a large 
step from the study of normal visual 
perception to impaired perception, given 
his background in sensory psychology 
and his visual limitations. 

From his desk in Elliott Hall, Legge, 
39, originally from Toronto, can turn to 
a number of reading aid devices. His 
computer has a program that greatly 
magnifies type on the screen. He 
frequently uses a closed-circuit televi
sion magnifier to read texts. It can 
reverse the contrast, making letters 
appear white on a black background, 
which is important for his reading. He 
uses a Braille typewriter and he works 
from Braille notes in his lectures. He 
also tape records material read aloud. 

Gordon Legge has been a pioneer in 
developing the field of low vision 
research during his 10 years at the 
University. He has had low vision 
since childhood. 

His hobbies include playing "beep" 
baseball, which is similar to softball, 
except that the ball beeps. "I have to 
wear a blindfold," he said, because his 
low vision would give him an advantage 
over players without sight. There are 
three local teams and a national 
tournament. 

Legge counts finishing last year's 
Twin Cities marathon from Minneapolis 
to St. Paul among his latest, and perhaps 
sweetest, accomplishments. He trained 
and ran with a partner. While running he 
wore a talking wrist watch with a timer. 
How was the race? "Exhausting," he 
said, with a note of glee in his voice. • 



The McKnight-Land Grant Professorships will go to (left to right) David Lipset, 
Anthropology; Kaare Strom, Political Science; Phillip Ackerman, Psychology; and 
Steven Ruggles, History. 

New McKnight Professorships 
Boost Junior Faculty Careers 
By Jeanine Halva-Neubauer 

II Four CLA professors have won the 
University's new McKnight-Land 

Grant Professorships, which are 
designed to boost the careers of junior 
faculty members who could make signif
icant contributions to their disciplines. 
The professors are Phillip Ackerman, 
Psychology; David Lipset, Anthropol
ogy; Steven Ruggles, History; and 
Kaare Strom, Political Science. 

Each McKnight professorship carries 
a $16,500 annual research grant for the 
next three years. Winners receive two 
months' summer salary through 1989 
and a year's leave with pay in 1988 or 
1989. The program is made possible by 
the McKnight Foundation and is 
matched with monies from the Perma
nent University Fund. 

Ackerman received his doctorate from 
the University of Illinois in 1984 and has 
taught courses at the University since 
that time in engineering psychology, 
human abilities, and individual differ
ences. He is particularly interested in 
individual differences in learning. The 
McKnight grant will allow him to 
continue work in this area. 

Ackerman is developing a theory that 
suggests several cognitive abilities 
determine individual differences in 
acquiring skills. His theory integrates 
components of experimental psychology 
(which includes general laws of learning 
or skill acquisition) and differential 
psychology (which determines various 
types of cognitive abilities). 

Over the next three years, he plans to 
study how information-processing 
aspects of some tasks interact with goal
oriented components. Through such 
work, Ackerman hopes to identify 
conditions in which learning occurs. 

In addition to skill acquisition, Acker
man specializes in information process
ing and quantitative measurement. His 
research in these areas has appeared or 
will soon appear in Intelligence, 
Psychological Bulletin, Encyclopedia of 
Artificial Intelligence, and Learning 
and Individual Differences. 

Lipset, who teaches courses in legal, 
political, and symbolic anthropology, 
received his doctorate from the Univer
sity of California at San Diego. Under 
the professorship, Lipset will expand on 
earlier fieldwork involving the Muriks, a 
coastal fishing and trading people of 
Papau New Guinea. 

Behavioral changes between the 
sexes, especially with regard to recent 
economic, social, and political transfor
mations in Oceania, will be the focus of 
his study. Specifically, he wants to assess 
male economic dependency on females 
by examining Murik village politics. 
Lipset will return to Papau New Guinea 
to conduct this research. 

Lipset's publications include Gregory 

Bateson: The Legacy of a Scientist, 
"Culture, Exchange and Gender: 
Lessons from the Murik," in Cultural 
Anthropology, and an upcoming section 
on democracy in Papau New Guinea for 
Democracy in Developing Countries: 
Asia (Vol. 3 ). 

Ruggles has been at the University 
since 1984 when he received his 
doctoral degree from the University of 
Pennsylvania. With the McKnight grant, 
Ruggles-an expert in historical 
demography, social history, and history 
of the family-will examine the trans
formation of American household struc
ture between 1880 and 1980. 

Through census data and a life-course 
approach (e.g., how living arrangements 
vary with age as well as transitional 
periods such as marriage, graduation, 
getting a job), he hopes to gauge when 
household changes occurred, where they 
first occurred, and which groups were 
first affected. 

Citing the rise of fragmentary types 
of living situations, Ruggles contends 
that family structure has changed rapidly 
in the last century. Yet, he maintains no 
clear economic relationship exists 
between economic development and the 
simplification of household structures; 
causality instead rests with attitudinal 
changes, social structure, demographic 
context, and the social welfare 
environment. 

This research follows on the heels of 
the historian's just-published book, 
Prolonged Connections: Demographic 
Change and the Rise of the Extended 
Family in Nineteenth-Century England 
and America. 

Norwegian-born Strom obtained his 
doctorate from Stanford University in 
1984; this is his first year at the 
University. 

As a general comparative political 
scientist, Strom studies Western or 
advanced industrialized democracies. 
The McKnight program will help him 
conduct a comparative study of political 
competition in Western democracies. 
Strom will focus on three aspects of 
political competition: its meaning and 
significance; measures of interparty 
competition in the democracies studied; 
and the consequences of competition at 
the individual, organizational, and 
systemic levels. 

According to Strom, political compe
tition is a major concern ofthe disci
pline, especially as it relates to 
democratic theory. No comprehensive 
comparative study of political competi
tion exists, a situation Strom hopes his 
work will begin to rectify. 

His research writing in the English 
language appears in the journals Ameri
can Political Science Review and 
Comparative Political Studies .• 

WHAT THE PROFS ARE DOING 
Charles Backstrom 

• Charles Backstrom, Political Sci
ence, has received one of three John 
Tate awards for excellence in under
graduate advising. Backstrom was 
chosen from a 30-candidate pool for 
his work with students seeking gov
ernmental internships as well as with 
his own advisees. Sponsored by the 
Office of Educational Development 
Programs and University College, the 
award-named in honor of University 
College's first dean-is designed to 
promote academic advising. Recipi
ents must be nominated for this honor, 
which includes a $1 ,000 cash award. 
• Regents' Professor Paul Meehl, 
Psychology, was elected into the Na
tional Academy of Sciences in April. Of 
the more than 1 ,500 lifelong mem
bers, fewer than 200 come from social 
and behaviorial science disciplines. • 
History professor Carta Phillips re
cently received a Guggenheim Me
morial Fellowship for her studies of the 
Spanish wool trade from 1350 to 1780. 
Award winners are selected for "unu
sually distinguished achievements in the 
past and exceptional promise for fu
ture achievements'' in the humanities, 
social, and natural sciences. Currently 
on leave, Ph~~ps is writing a book on 
the wool trade with her husband, who 
also specializes in Spanish history. She 
was one of 273 recipients chosen from 
more than 3,400 applicants. • The 
1987-88 Bush Foundation Individual 
Artist Fellowship has been given to En
glish professor Patricia Hampl. The 
$29,000 award will allow Hampl to work 
on her book, Memoir of a Catholic 
Childhood. • The Hill Visiting Profes
sor Program has brought four distin
guished people to campus this spring. 
Erwin Hiebert, history of science pro
fessor at Harvard University, has joined 
the University's History of Science and 
Technology program. Hiebert's publi
cations range from detailed studies in 
the history of science to general anal
yses of the philosophical and religious 
ramifications of scientifiC thought. He 
is teaching a course titled, "The Sci
entist as Philosopher of Science." Colin 
Renfrew, archaeology professor at the 
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University of Cambridge, England, 
where he also obtained his doctorate, 
is visiting Art History. Renfrew gained 
attention for revising European prehis
tory through the use of calibrated ra
diocarbon testing. He currently is 
teaching two courses: "Archaeology 
of the Mind" and "Style and the Indi
vidual in Ancient Art." W.E.S. Thomas 
of Christ Church, Oxford, England, is 
in the Political Science department. The 
British professor is particularly inter
ested in the history of political thought 
and has done extensive research on 
James and John Stuart Mill. He is con
ducting two courses on the develop
ment of political thought. Liviu Ciulei, 
who teaches in the theatre arts de
partment at Columbia University, pre
sented workshops and lectures for the 
Theatre Arts department during his 
week-long visit in April. The Roman
ian-born director holds master's de
grees in architecture and theater. From 
1980-85, Ciulei was the Guthrie The
atre's artistic director. • Elizabeth 
Belfiore, Classical Studies. received 
an American Council of Learned So
cieties Fellowship to write a book on 
Aristotle's Poetics. • Pianist Alexan
der Braginsky and cellist Tanya Re
menikova, spent two weeks perform
ing and giving classes in mainland China 
and Taiwan. The trip was sponsored 
by the Shanghai Conservatory of Mu
sic, Chinese Cultural University, and 
Pacific Cultural Foundation. Originally 
from the Soviet Union, the Music pro
fessors-who have been at the Uni
versity since 1976-have been invited 
to return to the area next summer. • 
Madelon Sprengnether, English, has 
received a National Endowment for the 
Arts award of $20,000 for creative non
fiction prose. • Recently elected as 
fellows of the American Association for 
the Advancement of Science were 
Jeylan Mortimer, Sociology, and 
Dwight Burkhardt, Psychology. • 
Music professor Reginald Buckner 
received the ''Jazz Educators of the 
Year" award from the Minnesota unit 
of the National Association of Jazz Ed
ucators. 

For the 1985-86 academic year, 
1925 students graduated from CLA 
Graduates were most likely to receive 
the Bachelor of Arts degree (1564 or 
81.3 percent). The college also con
ferred these degrees: Bachelor of 
Science, 135 (7.0 percent), Bachelor 
of Individualized Studies, 89 (4.6 per
cent), and Bachelor of Fine Arts, 32 
(1.7 percent). According to figures 
from Student Academic Support Ser
vices, the average age of CLA gradu
ates is 25.7 years. 



Spano Studies Politics 
On Campus, At Capitol 
By Sue Quinlan 

COLLEGE 
II Maybe you can't go home again, but 

you can certainly go back to school. 
And that's what increasing numbers of 

mia has both helped and hindered him in 
his studies. He graduated summa cum 
laude from the University and always 
felt he had the ability to do well "when I 
put my mind to it," but the graduate 
school environment is different than 
undergraduate studies. "People say 'You 
must know tons,"' because he's worked 
in the political arena, "but sometimes 
political science and politics aren't so 
related," Spano said. 

CLA, 2-Year Colleges Approve Transfer Policy 
The Minnesota Community College 

System and Cl.A have reached agree
ment to facilitate the transfer of students 
from the community colleges to Cl.A. 
Beginning this fall, students who wish 
to complete their first two years at a 
community college and then transfer 
to Cl.A would be expected to fulfill 
general education requirements 
established by CLA. Once in the 
program, they would be allowed to 
enroll concurrently in Cl.A courses not 
offered at the community college. At 
the time of transfer to CLA, their 
community college coursework would 
be reviewed. In order to be part of the 

A $1 million gift from the H. B. Fuller 
Company Foundation matched by the 
Permanent University Fund will endow 
the Elmer L. Andersen Chair in Corpo
rate Responsibility which will serve both 
the School of Management and Cl.A. 
The chairholder is expected to do 
interdisciplinary research, teaching, and 
service to foster knowledge and 
understanding of corporate responsi
bili!J'. Elmer L. Andersen, is a former 
president of H. B. Fuller, former Minne
sota governor, and former chair of the 
Board of Regents. 

More than 3,700 or 21.2 percent of 
CLA students were placed on 
academic probation or suspension last 
year. One of the major causes of 
probation is the part-time student who 
has to work, Dean Fred Lukermann 
said. That student has to leave campus 
and is away from library resources and 
other students. It is difficult to compare 
Cl.A with other liberal arts colleges in 
the country, because most schools use 
grade point averages to determine 
probation. CLA uses a courses
completed ratio. Cl.A also has two 
levels of probation: Level 1 if a student 
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easy-transfer program, students who 
enter a community collge would have 
to meet Cl.A's automatic admission 
level of a 150 PAR score {a combina
tion of test scores and high school rank). 
They would be expected to: 1) complete 
12 or more of 16 courses to meet the 
Cl.A writing practice requirement, the 
four group distribution requirements, 
and at least the equivalent of two quar
ters of the second language require
ment; 2) earn at least 90 transferrable 
credits, 75 of which must be taken at 
the community college; 3) maintain a 
2.2 grade point average. 

fails to complete 75 percent or more of 
annual course work with at least a C 
average; Level 2 if a student fails to 
complete 50 percent or more of annual 
course work with a C average. Proba
tion is now figured only once a year, 
because of budget cuts. The college 
would ~keto return to a quarterly review, 
Lukermann said. 

Cl.A faculty were awarded more than 
$2 million in grants for the first half of 
fiscal year 1987, July 1986 to Decem
ber 1986. The awards are made by 
public agencies and private founda
tions. Among those receiving awards 
were Richard Depue, Psychology, 
$152,612 for studies of persons at risk 
for depressed disorders; Norman 
Garmezy, Psychology, $423,250 for 
risk and protective factors in the major 
mental disorders; and Travis Thomp
son, Psychology, $124,972 for drugs, 
teaming, and behavior in the mentally 
retarded. 

Undergraduate enrollment spring 
quarter was 15,059, up 4.6 percent 
from 14,391 in spring 1986. 

JUNE 
Lectures 
24 Reception and discus
sion with Thomas Niles, 
U.S. Ambassador to Can
ada, 4-5:30 p.m., Hum
phrey Center Atrium. For 
information, call 625-0576 
26 Distinguished Carlson 
Lecture: "The U.S. Con
stitution: Foundation for or 
Barrier to World Leader
ship?" Warren Burger, 
former Chief Justice, U.S. 
Supreme Court, and 
chairman of the Constitu-

tion Bicentennial Commis
sion; and Harold Stassen, 
former Minnesota gover
nor and an original signer 
of the United Nations 
charter, 12:15 p.m., 
Northrop Auditorium. Free 
tickets available in 
advance. For information, 
call 625-7514 

Exhibit 
Thru June 28 ''The Birds 
of Minnesota,'' waterco
lors, Bell Museum of Natu
ral History, Jaques 
Gallery. For information, 
cafl624-1852 

Performances 
15-August31 "The Bat," 
directed by Lee Adey, 
Theatre Arts, Tuesday 
thru Sunday, 

Commencement 
14 Cl.A Commencement. 
1 p.m., Northrop Audito
rium, keynote speaker is 
Colorado Rep. Pat 
Schroeder. For informa
tion, call 624-2848 

7 p.m., Sunday 
matinee at 
2p.m., 
Show-

people are doing, as evidenced by the 
rising median age among CLA under
grad and graduate students. Nearly 34 
percent of University students-about 
15 ,000-are 25 or older, according to 
last fall's enrollment figures. 

These "older than average" students 
face some special problems after a hiatus 
of a decade or more from the academic 
scene. But their experience and employ
ment in the "real world" also gives them 
some advantages over their younger 
counterparts. 

Once such untypical student is Wy 
Spano, a professional lobbyist who 
received a bachelor's degree in Political 
Science from the University in 1960 and 
a master's from Rutgers in 1961 and then 
waited nearly a quarter century before 
returning to the University in fall 1986 
to pursue a doctoral degree in Political 
Science. 

When asked about his motivations for 
returning to school, Spano was quick to 
point out that ''I'm in the business of 
politics, a business that tends to foster a 
lot of banter." Consequently, when 
friends put the same question to him, he 
replies that "it's my menopausal 
degree." On a more serious note, he 
admitted that "I always loved school ... 
and having people tell me to read books 
and all the things that are involved .... 
(The University) is one of my favorite 
places." 

Although his degrees are in Political 
Science, Spano worked in public rela
tions for 15 years after graduation. He 
noted that "there's not always a terribly 
strong connection between your degree 
and line of work." But he also ran for the 
Minnesota Legislature on the Republi
can ticket in 1964 and always considered 
himself to be "on the periphery of poli
tics," so his decision to become a full
time, professional lobbyist was a natural 
one. 

When the Legislature is in session, 
Spano and his colleagues put in 100 or 
more hours of work a week, which 
doesn't leave much time for his studies. 
But for the other seven months of the 
year, his schedule is flexible enough to 
allow him to take classes. 

Spano feels his time away from acade-

boat on the Mississippi. 
For information, call625-
4001 

His fellow graduate students are 
"incredibly bright," according to Spano, 

WySpano 

"and when I started I was struck by how 
far behind I was. They're talking about 
authors I haven't read . . . . You don't read 
Ph.D. theses when you're in politics, you 
read the newspaper!" 

A Republican in the '60s, Spano 
switched to the Democratic Party in 
1973 and has remained a Democrat 
since, although he works with people 
from both parties and insists on keeping 
an open mind. "There are a number of 
issues where I could be convinced of 
either side," he says. 

In addition to his lobbying firm, 
Spano, Lennes & Associates, Spano also 
devotes time to his position of political 
commentator on ·~lmanac," KTCA
TV's weekly roundup of state issues and 
events that appears Friday evenings and 
is rebroadcast Sunday mornings. 

He said politics is a "fun" business 
and enjoys having people think his 
commentary "contributes some light to 
the discussion." • 

JULY 
Exhibit 

23 *David Parsons, cho
reographer and dancer 
with the Paul Taylor Dance 
Company, 8 p.m., North
rop Auditorium. For infor
mation, call 625-6600 

1 -Aug. 30 ·'The Mac
Kenzie Collection: 20th 
Century Studio Ceram
ics," featuring the works 
of Warren MacKenzie, 
Studio Arts, and "Ameri
can Women Printmakers 
from the 1930s and 
1940s," University Art 
Museum, third floor, 
Northrop galleries. For 
information, call 624-987t 

24 Organ recitaVdemon
stration, Dean Billmeyer, 
Music, on the depart
ment's new organ, 3 p.m., 
213 Ferguson. For infor
mation, call 624-1 069 



Patricia Schroeder 

COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER 

Outstanding 
Achievement 
Award Goes to 
Pat Schroeder 
II Rep. Patricia Schroeder, (D.-Colo.), 

a 1961 magna cum Laude graduate 
from History, will give the keynote 
address at the June 14 CLA Commence
ment. The University will present her 
with an Outstanding Achievement 
Award, the highest honor presented by 
the Board of Regents to a University 
graduate. 

Schroeder will speak about "Leader
ship--Taking Charge." 

Schroeder was a member of Phi Beta 
Kappa honor society while at the 
University. She graduated from Harvard 
Law School and passed the Colorado 
Bar in 1964. Schroeder is dean of the 
Colorado congressional delegation, as 
well as the most senior woman in 
Congress. She has served in the House 
leadership as a Democratic Whip since 
1978. 

In Congress, Schroeder has been 
involved in issues of foreign and military 
policy, arms control and disarmament, 
women's economic equity, educational 
opportunity, civil and constitutional 
rights. She is a member of the House 
Armed Services Committee, the House 
Judiciary Committee, the House Post 
Office and Civil Service Committee, 
and the House Select Committee on 
Children, Youth, and Families .• 

ALUMNI 

SOME OF THE BEST MANAGEMENT COURSES 
AREN'T. 
Ym wm't fin::l the wual 
management courses on the 
University ofMinne:scta Liberal 
Arts graduate's resume. 

Whatyruwillfindisa 
backgrwnd that- from 
Art to BDogy to European 
fUstay to Psychology. 

Yw'U find a person who's 
been taught to 9ee possibility. 

Apei'.UI.whocanlhink 
beyond the o!Mws .00 """" 
problemscreativel)c 

A persoo who's been taught 
by scme of AnlerK:a's finest 
scholars. Professionals who 
amrually<n>!riboR.OOdevek:<> 
new knowledge in their fiekls. 

Yoo1lfindthataUofM 

~~~~': 
m.c;pone., IU has been tauglt 
to be a learner frttvet. 

The kind of persoo it takes 

~~~~ 
O!hern to reach rugber. Think 
t;gge.-.AOOstrivefurther. 

UniversityofMinnestn 
Liberal Arts graduates aren't 
yoLD' average people. But then, 
the best managers aren't either. 

For .... mtormatian, call 
Lisa H ..... ot the Cdlege of 
Libera! Arts !:a=~ 
Of1Dd612l 624-7505. 

UofM lmAI. Am GRAilUATES 
Management Material. 

Alumni Society Creates CLA Ad Campaign 

The members of the College of Ub
eral Arts-University College Alumni So
ciety Board think they got an educa
tion that has prepared them for work 
in a professional world, and they want 
employers in the area to know it, too. 

The Alumni Society has created an 
advertising campaign using magazine 
ads, posters, and direct mail that is in
tended to do just that. 

The campaign, which wiU cost more 
than $20,<XX>, was made possible with 
services donated from art directors, 
printers, and photographers, most of 
whom are CLA alumni. The creative 
work was done by Campbeii-Mithun 
Advertising. 

The ad, ''Some of the Best Manage
ment Courses . .. Aren't" appeared in 
the May issues of Corporate Report and 
Minnesota magazines. The Alumni So
ciety negotiated reduced advertising 
rates. The ads are scheduled to ap
pear again in early fall, according to 
Bruce Thorpe, chair of the Society's 
Communication's Committee. 

The same ad was mailed to 2,500 
personnel officers and business lead
ers encouraging them to use the CLA 
Placement Office to recruit prospec
tive employees. 

"The mailing was distnbuted broadly 
to bolster the image of the liberal arts 
and to encourage them to consider 

liberal arts graduates," Thorpe said. 
A large poster with a color drawing 

of a parrot that says "Training Isn't 
Everything" was scheduled to be 
printed in early June. It will be sold to 
students and alumni and used for 
membership promotion. The price has 
not yet been determined. A poster can 
be purchased by calling Susan Fleish
mann, director of alumni relations, (612) 
625-5031. 

The idea for an ad campaign grew 
out of responses in a focus group ses
sion last year on what the Alumni So
ciety could do to better serve gradu
ates and alumni.• 

American 
Women 
Prlntmakers, 
July 1-Aug. 30 

Conferences Snelling and Gibbs Farm Minneapolis Institute of University of California-
8-11 ''Culture and Museum. For information, 
Metropolis: Production call Center for Ancient 
and Reception of Culture StudieS, 625-2503 

Arts. For information, call santa Barbara, speaking 
Leslie Denny, 625-0727 on universal grammar, 
16-17 Minnesota Confer- Humphrey Center. For 

SEPTEMBER 
Conference 

OCTOBER and the Arts in a European 18-17 III *"Repr~nting 
Metropolis, Berlin 1900 to our Past,' • a publio pro
the Present.'' For informa- gram providing behind-

ence on Language and information, call Unguis-
Unguistics. BrtJce Hayes, . tics, 624-3528 
University of California-Los *alumni receive discounts 
Angeles; David lightfoot, for lheee events 1~20 *"Playing Hurt," 

a conference on the iden
tification, prevention, and 
treatment of the medical 
problems of musicians, 
sponsored by the School 
of Music, Minnesota 
Orchestra, and MacPhail 
Center for the Arts, down
town Minneapolis. For 
information, call Vema 
Monson, 625-5813 

Lecture 
16 "Viking Age York: 
Reconstruction and Pre
sentation of a Major 
Archaeological Site,'' 
Peter V. Addyman. York 
(England) Archaeological 
Trust, 7:30 p.m., Minne
apolis Institute of Arts, 
reception follows. For 
information, call Center for 
Ancient Studies, 625-
2503 

tion, call German, 625- the-scenes views into the 
4377 translation of research University of Maryland; *Indicates admission charge 

14-16 .. "Perception and through living history 
Presentation of the Past," museums such as Colo-

and sandra Thompson, 

a scholarly conference nial Williamsburg, pre-
addressing how research- sented by the Center for 
ers into the human past Ancient Studies and span-
communicate the results sored by the Minnesota 
of their work to the gen- Humanities Commission, 
eral public, including dis- program scheduled at 
cussions and tours of Fort 



Five CLA Professors 
Win Teaching Awards 
II Five CLA professors won top 

honors in CLA and the University 
this spring for teaching and their contri-
butions to undergraduate education. The 
CLA Distinguished Teacher Awards for 
1985 will go to Allen Isaacman, History, 
and Gordon O'Brien, English. 

Brian Job, Political Science, Susan 
McClary, Music, and Martin Sampson 
III, Political Science, won three of the 
nine all-University Horace T. Morse-

Amoco Awards for contributions to 
undergraduate education. They will 
each receive a $1 ,500 prize. 

The Distinguished Teacher Awards, 
which have been sponsored for the past 
27 years by the CLA Alumni Society, 
also carry honorariums of $1 ,500. 

The awards will be presented at the 
CLA Commencement, Sunday, June 14, 
in Northrop Memorial Auditorium .• 

Left to right: Gordon 
O'Brien, Susan McClary, 
Martin Sampson Ill, Allen 
lsaacman, and Brian 
Job. 
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ATTENTION 
Alumni who attended the University between 1953 and 1963 and have since 
contracted multiple sclerosis (MS) are needed for a study in Psychology. Patience 
Dirkx, a doctoral student in Counseling Psychology, is investigating differences in how 

people adjust to having multiple sclerosis. 
Dir1o<, who herself has MS, hopes to see if predictable coping patterns occur that might 

help individuals with the adjustment process. 
Anyone who attended the University between 1953 and 1963 would have taken psycho

logical assessment tests during orientation that could provide data on these variables prior 
to the onset of MS. 

Test information will remain confidential; data will be identified by code numbers only. An 
interview may also be conducted. Dirkx hopes information from interviews and assessment 
tests can form the basis for her dissertation. 

If you are a former University student with MS and would like to participate in this 
study, please send a letter with your birth date, year(s) at the University between 1953 and 
1963, and student identification number (if known) to Patience Dir1o<, Department of 
Psychology, University of Minnesota, 75 E. River Road, Minneapolis, Minn. 55455, or call 
(612) 338-0870 .• 


