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From the dean 

A time for reflection and rededication 
It's so easy to veer off course. 
But in a year of unprecedented budget cuts-when CLA's 
budget was cut $5 million and state support was slashed a 
whopping 26 percent-we pledged to keep moving for
ward and keep the college strong. 

Faculty and staff from across the college rose to the 
occasion and made many, many tough choices to ensure 
CLA's vitality. We worked together to protect the col
lege's top priorities and core values- the excellence of 
our faculty; the excellence of their teaching, scholarship, 
and creative work; and the excellence of the academic pro
grams that we provide our students. 

And it 's a good thing we did. As word has gotten out 
about the excellence of a CLA education, the number and 
quality of student applications has skyrocketed, and most 
of this increase has come from Minnesota's very best and 
brightest. This fall, we will welcome to CLA one of the 
strongest freshman classes on record. 

Discussions will continue this coming academic year 
about innovative ways to enhance the excellence of our 
faculty and the work that they do. We will be looking for 
new ways to create even more powerful educational expe
riences for our students-to educate creative, innovative, 
and imaginative future leaders who can put ideas togeth
er in fundamentally new ways. 

There is nothing so very new, of course, in this drive 
to excellence; but in these challenging times, it's more 
important than ever that we stay focused on the road ahead. 

Sure, steady progress 
As CLA dean, I need to remind myself constantly to heed 
one of the cardinal lessons of a liberal edu-

cal disasters, bankruptcies, layoffs, road rage . .. . Under the 
ceaseless assault of bad news, we are too often in a reac
tive, not reflective, mode. 

As the challenges of living in this century multiply 
exponentially, the work that we do each and every day in 
CLA is a powerful reminder that creative, thoughtful peo
ple sharing insights and knowledge across disciplinary, 
cultural, and geographic bound
aries can make progress toward 
solving complex and seeming
ly intractable problems. Indeed, 
the creation and sharing of 
knowledge-not rumor, not 
sound bytes, not scattered bits 
of data, but real knowledge and 
understanding-is fundamen
tal to improving the lives of 
people the world over. 

Urgent questions 
What seems to work in our 
democracy? What doesn't? 
And where do we go from here? 

How do we weigh individ
ualliberties or self-interest and 
the common good? 

How do we preserve a free 
Dean Steven J. Rosenstone 

and independent press in an age 
of media consolidation? 

How do we work toward religious, political, and racial 
tolerance in a world whose national borders, power rela

tionships, immigration patterns, and 
cation: The way to the future is sometimes 
a bumpy and circuitous path through unfa
miliar terrain, with unexpected detours and 
hairpin turns. And as we negotiate those 
paths, it doesn't hurt to stop once and a 
while just to take in the sights, even to smell 
the lilacs. 

As any great artist, scholar, or scientist 
knows, breakthroughs-those so-called 
"eureka moments" -may come in a flash 
of inspiration, but that inspiration doesn't 
sprout full-blown out of untended ground. 

The work that we do each and 

every day in CLA is a power

ful reminder that creative, 

thoughtful people sharing 

insights and knowledge ... 

can make progress toward 

solving complex and seem

ingly intractable problems. 

political and economic alliances are 
constantly shifting? 

To whom do the world's resources 
"belong"? What do sovereign nations 
in a global community have a right to 
claim as their own? 

How do we ethically and respon
sibly compete for, preserve, and share 
the world's natural resources? How 
do we balance economic and envi
ronmental interests? 

It is fed by months, even years of focused exploration, 
reflection, and knowledge accumulation. It takes time. It 
takes patience. It takes perseverance. 

If ever a world demanded careful, informed reflection, 
it's the one we wake up to each day, the one whose morn
ing headlines trumpet a steady onslaught o.f unsettlin.g 
stories-war and terrorism, deadly epidem1cs, ecolog1-

How do we shape and reshape our 
cities? How do we think about and form policy regard
ing such public goods as transportation, housing, our 
schools, libraries, and parks? 

How do we revitalize a sagging economy? How do we 
manage economic risk and uncertainty at home, at work, 
and in the marketplace? 

continued on page 12 
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by Mary Shafer 

While she was living and teaching 
in Copenhagen in 1971, Marcia 
Muelder Eaton stumbled upon 
an object that would shape her 

professional passion. Stopping by a modern 
art museum, Eaton saw an unsettling exhib
it: pieces of slaughtered horses displayed in 
glass jars. 

Then and there, says the U of M philos
ophy professor, CLA Dean's Medalist, and 
2003 recipient of the University's Distin
guished Women Scholar Award, "I decid
ed that before I died I would answer the 
question, 'Is that art?"' 

It's not exactly the kind of experience 
that ordinarily launches a love affair, but 
that's how Eaton describes it. "I fell in love 
with that problem like I fell in love with my 
husband," she says. "It captured me." 

No one was more surprised than Eaton 
herself, who had started college as a pre
engineering major. Finding that her own tal-

Looking good, being good 
ents and interests "lay more in ideas than in 
things," Eaton says that once she got into 
philosophy, "I never wanted to leave." 

That decision has been the U's good for
tune. Since arriving on campus in 1972 with 
a Ph.D. from Stanford, Eaton has earned an 
international reputation as a scholar of art 
and ethics. Of course, the ideas that hold her 
fascination are still grounded in "things." 
Indeed, as a teacher and lecturer, she's 
known for her props, one of which, a hum
ble cake pan, evokes the inevitable question: 
"Is this art?" 

Context is everything 
As a philosopher, Eaton loves nothing bet
ter than sifting her way through perspec
tives about art, ethics, and utility-putting 
art and other objects in a cultural context 
and looking at the aesthetics and ethics of 
their creation, their history, their purpose 
and use, and people's experience of them. 

CLA Tod•y . Summer 2003 

2 



"Some people say that when you have an 
aesthetic experience, you are just reacting 
to a work's formal properties, just to what 
you see or hear immediately," she says. "But 
I think that's false. You don't put aside who 
you are when you look at art. We humans 
have a built-in response to the context of art. 
When you take art out of context, you rob it 
of its value." 

At the very core of Eaton's view of art 
is her belief that aesthetic properties can be 
understood fully only in relation to culture 
and human values-including ethical val
ues. "Some properties matter in some cul
tures, not in others," she explains. "Shapes, 
colors, sounds matter differently in differ
ent cultures. Whether something is original 
is very important in our culture; in others, 
it 's not so important." 

A staple of early socialization, children's 
books conspicuously use aesthetic proper
ties--both visual and literary-to make eth
ical points, says Eaton. In the children's clas
sic "The Little Engine That Could," Eaton 
notes that the story's 
aesthetic appeal is pre
cisely what makes the 
moral (about striving 
and refusing to give up) 
memorable. 

"The author was a 
genius at arriving at a 
phrase and repeating it," Eaton says of the 
story's rhythmic, repetitive refrain, "I think 
I can, I think I can." 

Throwing international politics into the 
mix, Eaton finds a provocative example in 
recent news dispatches from Iraq. "Most peo
ple think of gold as inherently beautiful," 
she says. But when the palaces in Baghdad 
were opened to reveal Saddam Hussein's 
gold bathroom fixtures, "it wasn't just gold. 
This is someone who used gold to make a 
sink. That matters in how we see it" -not to 
mention how we see Hussein, or even Iraq. 

"Our ethical values influence our aes
thetic values," says Eaton. "And it works the 
other way around as well." 

Eaton's work ultimately has public poli
cy implications. Her goal as a teacher and 
scholar, she says, is to help students and oth
ers understand the complex role art plays in 
the lives and values of communities--and 
to be vigilant. Art, says Eaton, has the power 
to edify but also to "seduce." 

"Genuine aesthetic appreciation," Eaton 

says, "requires intellectual 
exertion. The opposite of 
'aesthetic' is 'anesthetic.' My 
greatest challenge is to con
vince students that they need 
to stop and think, not to seek 
only anesthetic, mind-numb
ing experiences. 

"Having really green grass 
is dangerous," Eaton says by 
way of example, noting that it 
takes "polluting, dangerous 
chemicals" to create yards 
where the grass is greener. 
Understanding the potential 
environmental costs of the 
pursuit of beauty, Eaton has 
worked with landscape archi
tects to develop designs that 
are in keeping not only with 
aesthetic standards but also with the envi
ronmental, cultural, and other standards of 
communities. 

So what about that horse exhibit in 
Copenhagen? In her 
latest book, M erit, 
Aesthetic and Ethical 
(Oxford University 
Press, 2001 ), Eaton 
maintains that if an 
object has certain 
"intrinsic proper

ties" considered worthy of aesthetic atten
tion in a particular culture, then yes, it's 
art within that culture. The dismembered 
horses, however repugnant they may seem 
to us, thus do count as art. But, Eaton 
argues, they are "not very good art. Great 
art sustains repeated attention over time; 
aesthetically valuable experiences are 
those by which we are turned on, not off." 

Recently, Eaton has become deeply 
involved in an art education reform effort, 
spearheaded by the Getty Museum in Los 
Angeles, to incorporate aesthetics into a 
K-12 arts curriculum. Since her recent 
book has, in her words, "pretty much said 
what I think I have to say," Eaton is now 
"concentrating on refining those views 
and doing what I can to get students to 
take the ideas seriously and build their own 
views as a result.'' 

One thing Eaton hopes students will 
take away from her work is an apprecia
tion for the diversity of aesthetic experi
ences: "Students should never go away 
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without thinking, 'This Monet is great, but 
what might a Hopi say about it?"' • 

MARCIA EATON 
Professor, philosophy 

Education 
• Ph.D., philosophy, Stanford University; B.A., 

Knox College 

Most recent books 
• Merit, Aesthetic and Ethical (Oxford Univer

sity Press, 2001) 
• Basic Issues in Aesthetics (Wadsworth, 1987); 

translated into Finnish, 1995 

Reflections on art and the environment 
"The wetland where I was photographed for 
this article [used to be] a meadow where 
kids could play, fly kites, etc. Land man
agement folks decided to turn it back into a 
wetland to provide better drainage. Many 
people complained that they had turned a 
beautiful field into an ugly swamp. " 

Reflections on art and life 
"Art does not always suddenly transform one 
into a Muslim or a democrat or a Marxist-

. though it may contribute to such transfor
mations. It does make one experience 
kitchens and umbrellas and blonde hair and 
crowds and birches and Lincoln and the 
Danube differently. It also opens one to and 
makes one more enthusiastic about seeking 
what other cultures have to offer. These 'triv
ial' changes are, of course, potentially pro
found." (Merit, Aesthetic and Ethical, p. 30) 

Room with a view: 
"I see Loring Green from my [downtown Min
neapolis] condo-1 love that view and know 
that high density living is better for the envi
ronment than having a house with a huge, 
high-maintenance lawn. I feel good about that." 





EDWARD PRESCOTT 
Professor, economics 

A NATION 
Education 
• Ph.D .. economics, Carnegie-Mellon University; M.S., 

Case-Western Reserve University; B.A., mathe
matics, Swarthmore College 

Selected honors and awards 

Award-winning economist Edward 

Prescott examines what makes some 

countries thrive while others languish. 

• Laurea Honoris Causa in Economica, University of 
Rome "Tor Vergata" 

• Erwin Plein Nemmers Prize in Economics 
• Fellow, American Academy of Arts and Sciences 
• Fellow, Econometric Society 

ur.pc.--r.H has no tolerance for mumbo 
jumbo. logic and precise language are 
the essential tools of good economic science, 
argues the University of Minnesota profes
sor. Economists who traffic in high-falutin' 
terms and only speak faster when questioned 
don't impress Prescott. 

"I like a nice neat language," the 62-year
old macroeconomist says. "Some words in 
economics are used six different ways. If 
someone uses one of those terms and you 
don't know how they're using it, you can't 
communicate. I get very frustrated by that." 

His own knack with straightforward eco
nomic vocabulary has allowed Prescott to 
ask and answer questions many economists 
once thought too complex or too broad to 
tackle: What causes depressions? Why do 
some countries thrive while others stagnate 
economically? Why is American produc
tivity so much higher than that of other 
countries? 

These are big questions, of course, but 
Prescott's facility at developing economic 
models for studying such issues and posit
ing answers has earned him considerable 
international recognition. In April, Prescott 
was awarded the $125,000 Erwin Plein N em
mers Prize in Economics, one of the most 
prestigious honors in the field of econom
ics. The award, which is paired with a prize 
in mathematics, is generally reserved for 
economists believed to be future contenders 
for the Nobel Prize. 

The Nemmers ceremony, held at North
western University in Chicago, came just 
days before Prescott was to accept an equal
ly impressive laurel on the U of M campus. 
A longtime Regents' professor, Prescott was 
recognized with a McKnight Presidential 
Endowed Chair in Economics. The award, 
made possible by a gift from the Minneapo
lis-based McKnight Foundation, recognizes 
excellence in research and teaching. 

Just as he has an interest in questions that 
affect real people, so, too, has Prescott made 

a commitment to making sure his the
ories jibe with real numbers, says Ed 
Foster, chair of Minnesota's econom
ics department. "What most strikes 
me about Ed's work is his commit
ment to the science of economics. 
Economics isn't always described as 
a science, but Ed insists on being able 
to test theories with numbers, to look 
at data and see if the theories hold up. 
He always focuses his evaluation, 
even of students' work, on the con
tributions to economic science." 

Web page motto (www.econ.umn.edu/-prescott/) 
"Progress, don't regress." 

People would be surprised to learn ••. 
He was a Fabian socialist in high school. 

Is renewed by ... 
"Doing new things. I like working on puzzles. If I 
were not a professor of economics, I would be dis
covering and inventing things. " 

Takes time out to ••• 
Coach youth soccer. 

At the end of a long day .•• 
"I walk around Lake of the Isles. Then sip a glass 
of good wine from my wine cellar and listen to 
music." 

Sphere of influence Family ties 

Prescott's wide-ranging research cov
ers the globe. Recently, he has zeroed 
in on the matter of productivity. At a 

Wife, Jan, an industrial psychologist; three children: 
Andy ("the soccer player"), Wynne (CLA history, 
'93), and Ned (who, "to [Ned's] chagrin, became an 
economist"); and four grandchildren. 

2002 conference, he posed this puz
zler: "Why do Americans work so 
much more than Europeans?" 

Looks forward to •.• 

What sounds like a cheeky ques
tion was actually serious academic 
inquiry. "Americans [generate] 50 per-
cent more [output) than the French on a per
person basis," says Prescott. That's a big dif
ference. But in the early seventies, that wasn't 
the case. The French worked more than 
Americans then. So what happened?" 

Searching for an answer, Prescott and his 
students sorted through mounds of eco
nomic data on productivity, consumption, 
and taxation. They compared data of other 
industrialized nations. "The primary reason 
that people get richer is that productivity fac
tor," he says. "There are huge differences 
between countries." 

American productivity increases don't 
necessarily mean that Americans are work
ing harder or longer. Other factors--includ
ing technology and government incentives 
for business-significantly boost produc
tivity, says Prescott. "People in the U.S. and 
Western Europe now get 16 times as much 
output from the same work effort as do the 
people of India," Prescott notes. But he 
believes the gap will close, noting that Indi-
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"More time for travel adventures." 

an living standards have begun to rise rapid
ly in recent decades. Just as the United States 
is now 20 times more productive than it was 
200 years ago, India and other developing 
countries will likewise see changes. "My 
expectation is that this increase in produc
tivity will continue," he says, "and that in a 
hundred years, the entire world will be many 
times richer than the United States is today." 

As for the state of the U.S . economy, 
Prescott says bluntly, "There is no down
turn." The U.S. is trending upward at rough
ly three percent a year in terms of productiv
ity, he says. Telecommunication innovations 
and Y2K fixes boosted output four percent 
above that trend in early 2000, but a year later 
the output per working-age person was back 
on track, per economists' predictions. 

Prototypes developed by Prescott have 
become the platform for economic models 
now used by central banks throughout the 
world. Art Rolnick, senior vice president and 
director of research at the Federal Reserve 

continued on page 6 



at Carnegie Mellon Uni
versity and a frequent 
research collaborator-is 

equally impressed with his 
Photo by Jayme Halbrltter protege's work. "Prescott 

Bank of Minneapolis, where Prescott is a practices high-wire economics, economics 
senior advisor, has said he believes Prescott without a net," said Lucas recently. "You 
is one of the most influential economists of begin by admiring his nerve, but after watch-
the last 30 years. ing him land on his feet again and again, you 

The 1995 N obellaureate in economics, gain respect for his skill and methods and 
Robert Lucas--one of Prescott's professors start to try to imitate them." 

La plus ~a change ••• 

Prescott, who knows something about 
teamwork from volunteering as a kids' soc
cer coach, notes that his own students are 

vital collaborators in much of his work. 
He has an enviable reputation as a 
research adviser, says department chair 
Foster, and many of his graduate stu
dents have gone on to groundbreaking 
careers in economics. 

For his part, Prescott appreciates the 
value of innovative interaction: "Stu
dents are less wedded to traditional ways 
of thinking," he says, "so it's easier to 

break out of the boxes. If you start thinking 
like other people do, you're going to come 
to the same conclusions that they do and hit 
the same dead ends that they did. 

"With students, you start fresh-and 
often a student will come in with a question 
that should've been asked but wasn't. It 
opens up different ways of thinking." • 

LEA lNG F • e v-~;~..:.::'~1 1eva IS 
students in Ruth Mazo Karras's class 
medieval women's history, contra

dtction rules. "'Things haven't 
changed much,' they say; or else, 'You've 
come a long way, baby,"' laughs Karras. 

"I hope they see that both of these things 
can be true," adds Karras. "People think 
there's a master historical narrative out there. 
But up close, the master narrative falls apart. 
When you look closely, history is complex. 
My students sometimes get frustrated because 
they say I introduce confusion. They want 
answers. But in history, you can't always see 
the answers." 

It seems that Karras has always been inter
ested in the questions. And with a professor 
for a father, she was a natural for an acade
mic career. But medieval studies? 

"I don't remember when I wasn't inter
ested," she says of the field, remembering 
that she always loved to read about what she 
now calls "the most fascinating period in his
tory" -the years from about 500 to 1500. 

As for her interest in gender, that emerged 

a bit later as an explicit focus of her work. It 
was after she finished her Ph.D. that she began 
exploring how gender and sexuality played 
out in the medieval world that had become 
her intellectual home away from home. 

Karras, named a CLA Scholar of the Col
lege this year, came to the University of Min
nesota in 2000 as a full professor. She was one 
of a handful of scholars (selected from 1,300 
applicants) to emerge from the history 
department's "megasearch" for the nation's 
best historians. 

Previously on the faculty of Temple Uni
versity in Philadelphia, Karras knew in a 
nanosecond that she and the U, with its thriv
ing women's history program, would be a 
good fit. 

"I felt as if I'd died and gone to heaven," 
she says of her interview for the position. "It 
was a very good fit intellectually, and though 
it was a tough decision personally, it was not 
at all tough professionally." 

If medieval European history sounds far 
removed from modern concerns, a class-
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or even a conversation-with Karras will 
quickly change that impression. From her 
you will learn about some fascinating and 
often surprising similarities, as well as dif
ferences, between contemporary views and 
institutions and those of medieval times. 

"Many of our state laws about marriage 
and family actually go back to medieval 
times," says Karras. "Medieval European 
families had a similar structure [to ours]. At 
the same time, it's useful to learn that many 
things we think of as 'natural' may not nec
essarily be that way. Take marriage, for 
instance. Although the Church tried to say 
it was a merging of two souls, in practice, 
marriage was a way of ensuring the legiti
macy of children. Marriage was a vehicle for 
passing on your inheritance." 

A version of this pragmatic view of mar
riage as an economic and procreative part
nership survives today as a legal concept, 
Karras says, but for most European and 
American couples, it is but a subtext in 
romantic narratives of marital love. 



The comparative historical 
perspective sheds light on polit
ical issues as well, says Karras. 
"It may not be relevant to what 
Congress is voting on this 
week, but certainly a historical 
perspective is important to the 
issues people care about." 

Taking the long view of 
interactions over the centuries 
among Christians, Muslims, 
and Jews, for instance, can 
help clear "a path toward 
greater understanding of the 
critical issues facing us in the 
Middle East," says Karras. 

Similarly, looking at gender 
over time casts in a whole new 
light questions about whether 
sexual orientation is innate or 
chosen. "A close look at histo
ry may suggest to us that it is 

7 

neither," says Karras, much of whose recent 
work has centered on gender and sexuality. 

"Our system for classifying sexual orien
tation didn't exist in other periods," she says. 
"People in medieval Europe didn't define 
other people as 'gay' or 'straight' depending 
on the gender of their erotic object. Rather, 
they classified them as 'masculine' or 'femi
nine' depending on whether they played an 
'active' or 'passive' role in sex, regardless of 
who their partner was." 

With her knack for undoing certitude and 
introducing complexity and confusion, Kar
ras is quick to explain that what we learn, or 
what we "know," we take in through the 
prism of our own experience. There is, in 

Karras's view, no singular history or 
true historical record. 

"People who say 'Just tell it as it was' 
don'tunderstand that the questions you 
ask are dictated by current history," 
Karras says. "It's the present that 
changes, not the past. The big 'lin
guistic turn' of the social sciences in 
the 1980s and '90s-the idea we can 
know the past, or indeed the present, 
only through language as embodied in 
texts-helped us understand that you 

can't know another person's experience; you 
can know only his or her words. That's a 
problem for the historian. Are we learning the 
'real' past or [someone's] version of the past?" 

It's the changing perspectives, though, 
that keep her field vital, Karras says. 

"I was worried that medieval history was 
marginalizing itself because we weren't try
ing to make ourselves relevant. The attitude 
that 'If people don't understand my work, 
too bad' won't get you very far. In the last 20 
years or so, the interest in new directions and 
new twists on older works has been exciting, 
as medieval historians look at issues like gen
der, intercultural contact, the natural and the 
built environment, and other questions of 
concern in the modern period as well." 

With one foot planted firmly in each of 
three millennia, Karras finds nothing more 
gratifying than digging around in archives. 

"I think of it as needing to get my fix," 
she laughs. "In an archive, you handle a 
parchment that is centuries old and you feel 
such a connection to the people who created 
the parchment a thousand years ago. It's pret
ty amazing. 

"Medieval history may sound arcane, but 
it helps you understand both that things 
change and that deep and lasting structures 
are very important and very persistent." • 



by Eugenia Smith 

s hild, Vinay Gidwani moved 
with his family from the rural village of Dho
raji in Gujarat, western India (where his 
mother was a doctor at a charity hospital) to 
New Delhi , an urban metropolis with 
extremes of affluence and poverty. Today an 
assistant professor of geography and global 
studies in CLA, Gidwani points to that eye
opening childhood move as the beginning of 
his preoccupation with the dynamics- and 
root causes- of inequality. 

Growing up, Gidwani recalls, "I became 
aware of the stark disparities between urban 
and rural areas-and between middle-class 
families such as mine and most urban resi
dents." That awareness was still fresh some 
years later, when, for his Ph.D. dissertation, 
he studied how a large surface irrigation 
scheme transformed agrarian social relations 
in central Gujarat. He sought to determine 
how structural inequalities reproduce them
selves across generations and whether eco
nomically and politically excluded groups 
can overcome their disadvantages. 

Since then, Gidwani has traveled far both 
geographically and intellectually, develop
ing new theoretical paradigms and broad
ening the scope of his research. Today, his 
research focuses on the regional and nation
al implications of globalization for labor 
migration and social movements in India. 

Gidwani's scholarly approach-which 
takes him in, through, and around the nooks 
and crannies of multiple disciplines that 
include geography, anthropology, and eco
nomics- has enabled him to think about 
phenomena like "globalization" in uncon
ventional ways. But his search for a faculty 
position several years back demonstrated for 
him the pitfalls of living outside the tradi
tional academic box. "One of the problems 
of trying to evade disciplines is that disci
plines avoid you," he muses. 

Lo and behold, in 1999 CLA's geography 
and global studies programs were seeking a 
candidate with expertise in economic geog
raphy and international issues of develop
ment and globalization. Gidwani was the per
fect candidate. 

Working outside the box 
Writing what he calls "labor's geographies," 
Gidwani takes a wide-angle approach to 
"spatial phenomena" that is truly ground
breaking, says geography professor and 
department chair John Adams. 

Gidwani doesn't study nations, cultures, 
or political and economic systems in isola
tion, as discrete chapters in a value-laden, 
top-down "master historical narrative." 
Breaking from what he calls the "forward 
march" paradigm of history-a "universal
ized story of progress" with winners and 
losers and developed ("civilized") and devel
oping ("uncivilized") nations-Gidwani 
seeks to "make space for difference, for alter
native histories and geographies." 

Describing Gidwani's work, Adams says, 
"Noting how globalization is breaking down 
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local labor markets, Vinay emphasizes its 
complex impact on migrants' livelihoods in 
the places where they circulate. Yet he is also 
interested in their possible broader impact 
on national politics-for example , the 
growth of Hindu nationalism in response to 
disruptions of globalization." 

In his forthcoming book, The Nature of 
Work, the Work of Nature, Gidwani shows 
how "place-specific ecologies and logics of 
work" unsettle conventional accounts of eco
nomic development and agricultural change. 
"To better understand societal, structural 
inequalities in society, it's been important for 
me to first understand inequalities within 
labor relations," he explains-that is, "how 
labor is constituted to reflect what societies 
value as 'good,' how social hierarchies crys
tallize, and how relations of power operate to 
reinforce the status quo." 

Gidwani's comparative research puts per
sistent inequalities in perspective worldwide, 
including in the United States. Take migrant 
labor, for instance. Global trade agreements 
have opened up world markets for agribusi-



VINAY GIDWANI 
Assistant professor, geography and global studies 

Education 
• Ph.D. University of California, Berkeley, 1997; M.F.S. 

Yale University; A.B. Bowdoin College 

If I could have one wish ... 
"I love questions that allow me to imagine my ideal 
world! If I had that one miraculous wish, I would 
ask for a world free of fear, prejudice, and stifling 
inequalities." 

Some life-changing books 
• Gopinath Mohanty's novel Paraja, about "the bru

tal exploitation of tribals" in the eastern Indian 
state of Orissa: "I was left with a sense of outrage 
that still today reminds me why I first entered acad
emia." 

• The Moral Economy of the Peasant, by Yale polit
ical scientist James C. Scott 

• The Making of the English Working Class, by British 
historian E.P. Thompson 
Says Gidwani, "The concept of 'moral economy,' 
which Scott borrows from Thompson, was a pow
erful way of getting away from economic reduc
tionism and thinking more productively about the 
ordinary motivations that can inspire ordinary peo
ple to extraordinary actions." 

Notes on life and family 
"My wonderful partner, Divya, is my staunchest 
critic and friend; and my 9-month old son, A seem 
(his name means "without borders"), has remind
ed me, as I reluctantly enter middle age, how sub
lime it is to feel and act spontaneously." 

ness and brought a flood of migrant workers 
to the U.S. But like agricultural workers in 
India, these contract workers are only ten-

uously protected by labor laws, says 
Gidwani. They generally are paid sub
sistence or below average wages, live 
in substandard housing, and reap few, 
if any, of the fruits of their labors. 

As globalization radically alters 
national and local economies and 
nations both strong and weak race to 
compete in the world marketplace, 
labor bears the brunt of the impact, 
says Gidwani. The shock wave has 
been felt in industries across the Unit
ed States, including right here in Min
nesota. Steel workers on the Iron 
Range face competition not only from 
within U.S. borders but also from 
around the globe, where cheap, non
union labor is plentiful. 

In the end, global shifts in 
economies and labor regimes affect 
local political systems in significant 
ways, says Gidwani. As in India, 
where the rise of Hindu nationalism is 
tied to global economic shifts, politi
cal reconfigurations in Minnesota and 
across the United States can be traced 
in part to global as well as domestic 
economic forces. 

Think globally, act locally 
Recently named a McKnight Land

Grant Professor, Gidwani is bringing his 
research into his classrooms to prepare the 
next generation to investigate issues that will 

drive the economic and political futures of 
the world's people. 

"[What's important is) what questions 
we pose to students and what questions they 
take from the research," Gidwani says. "We 
give them the tools for thinking critically 
about issues that affect people of all nations, 
whether they are studying labor practices 
in rural India or the changing political econ
omy of Minnesota." 

Aware of the limits of the classroom set
ting, Gidwani and a dozen or so colleagues 
and graduate students are sending those 
tools beyond the academy with a bimonth
ly newspaper, The SouthAsian. The goal of 
the paper, he says, is to "bring people with 
South Asian roots into conversations around 
issues of common concern." 

Dialogue is central, Gidwani stresses. In 
keeping with a teaching philosophy that he 
describes as "heterodox," he advises stu
dents on his Web site, "Dissent from the 
taken-for-granted. Defend your point of 
view, without being dismissive of alterna
tive positions; use alternative ways of see
ing to map the limitations of your own gaze, 
and to sharpen its focus. 

"Learning is a process of cooperative 
conflict: ultimately, we argue with texts, dis
tant authors, and each other to advance a 
dialogue, not to defend a dogma." • 
Student intern Joanna Dornfild contributed to this story. 

The multicultural meanings 
by Mary Shafer Of 

w hen Mi•jon• ("Minj•") L•u•ovi< 
arrived at the University of Minnesota fall 
1999, she brought in her imagination a sto
ried Minnesota landscape populated by a cast 
of familiar characters. 

"What I knew about Minnesota was from 
[Garrison Keillor's] 'Prairie Home Com
panion,"' she laughs. "I expected to see lots 
of Norwegian bachelors." 

To be sure, she did find some Norwegian 
Lutherans-but she also found people of 
Laotian, Hmong, Tanzanian, Sudanese, 
Oromo, and South Asian heritage. And she 
has unearthed traditional Middle Eastern 
dance and ancient Tibetan folk music and 

Japanese drumming and an exuberant choir 
from Oromia, all part of a Twin Cities musi
callandscape that Lausevic finds all the more 
diverse the more she digs. 

Lausevic is an ethnomusicologist, a spe
cialist interested not only in music but in the 
people who make the music-and she draws 
her insights not only from the study of music 
itself but also from the social sciences and 
humanities. She wants to know how people of 
various cultures give meaning to and are 
shaped by their unique musical sounds. 

Ethnomusicology was not a field that Lau
sevic set out to study, although she grew up 
in the right place for it. Born in Sarajevo--
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the capital of Bosnia and Herzegovina
Lausevic trained as a classical pianist, with 
an eye to performing. But she also was an 
eyewitness to music's ability to both ease and 
inflame ethnic and political tensions. 

"Music was politics in Bosnia," she says. 
"It was used to forge national identity, to con
solidate, to encourage fighting or threaten 
the other side. It was how people identified 
along political lines. 

"Think about a stadium of people singing 
the national anthem. It makes people feel 
united. It makes you feel like you're think
ing what everyone else is thinking. If you 
touched on a concrete issue with the people 

continued on page 10 



in that stadium, everyone would disagree. But 
music doesn't question that." 

Captivated by what she saw as the awe
some power of music, Lausevic began doing 
research on that phenomenon. In 1991, she 
came to Wesleyan University in Connecticut 
to earn a master's and then a doctoral degree 
in ethnomusicology. When she arrived at the 
U as an assistant professor, Lausevic brought 
with her a desire to "peel away the layers and 
find what's inside" the very eclectic music of 
her new environment. It didn't take her long 
to get going. 

That fall, Lausevic and her students began 
developing a Web site called "The World In 
Two Cities," dedicated to exploring and doc
umenting musical expression in Minneapolis 
and St. Paul. What they have found in the 
ongoing project is an extraordinarily rich 
musical scene: "From the Barrios of South 
Minneapolis, Frogtown, the East African West 
Bank, and the Little Mogadishu of Loring 
Park ... the Twin Cities is resonating with 
many different sounds," says the introduction 
on the site's home page. 

"This is what I hoped for," Lausevic says 
of the site, which continues to grow and has 
garnered some national attention. "I see this 
as part of a larger agenda-to enable people 
to recognize there is something very valuable 
here and to allow their voices to be heard. It's 
an effort to understand how music survives, 

Photo by Jayme Halbrltter 

to try to bridge gaps. I want to introduce 
musicians to new venues, and find out how 
musicians themselves fit in. It's also been a 
great opportunity for students to get exposed 
to the big picture." 

A big-picture teacher she is, often send
ing her students into the community and 
inviting to her classroom musicians who bring 
with them unfamiliar traditions and styles. In 
one particularly memorable 
session, a family of Sacred 
Harp singers-the Lee fami
ly-from Hoboken, Georgia, 
joined Lausevic in her class
room to teach their art form. 

A rural Southern tradition 
with origins in 17th-century 
England, Sacred Harp is writ
ten with shaped, geometric 
notes and sung without accom
paniment. Some students were 
so moved by this intense, spir
itually rich music that they later 
visited the Lees in Georgia. 

music in larger contexts-how meaning is 
created, how we relate to it. It's really about 
listening as key to understanding. 

"We are encouraged very little to think 
about how music is used. I teach the applica
tion of music to daily lives. We try to imag
ine scenarios like, 'What kind of music would 
I put on if Grandma or a friend were over?' 
That helps us think about values and how we 
present ourselves. 

"As an ethnomusicologist, I want to equip 
people to understand, to keep their minds 
open," Lausevic continues. "In this way, you 
become both a better musician and a better 
person. I really feel ethnomusicology is a 
lifestyle. Your work never stops." 

At least it doesn't stop for Lausevic, who, 
with her musician husband, Tim Eriksen, just 
completed work on a major motion picture 
to be released in December 2003. For "Cold 
Mountain," which stars Nicole Kidman and 
Jude Law, Lausevic and Eriksen were brought 
in to organize a Sacred Harp singing for a 
recording session and then teach the actors 
how to sing this music. 

"I twas so moving," she says. "The entire 
crew, everyone, was so moved and found a 
much deeper role for the music." 

Meanwhile, Lausevic continues to expand 
her horizons, with "millions of projects in my 
head and only so much money and time," she 
laughs. "I leave it to chance to figure out what 
should be done." • 

Find A World of Two Cities on the Web at 
cla.umn.edu/ twocities. 

"In Western culture, we're 
used to sheet music," Lausevic 
says. "But there is so much you 
can't read from a sheet. We 
can't reduce music to notes. 

Rehobot Oromo International Choi~ (EthoRian choir) 

"I teach that meaning lies 
not just in emotional response 
to music, but in understanding 
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Wesleyan Klezme~ Ensemble 
P.andemonium Steel Band (with Queen Latifah) 



SPEAKING out 
by Eugenia Smith on language development 

ewspapers are filled with reports of 
p or perfo)jmance and high dropout rates in 
A rica's i · creasingly diverse schools, espe
cially 'n places like the Twin Cities, whose 
culture has been transformed by waves of 
immigration. Kathryn Kohnert wants to turn 
those statistics on their heads. Her view is that 
if something isn't working, it can be fixed
with some know-how, basic research, and 
canny, culturally unbiased rethinking of the 
problem. 

While working as a speech-language 
pathologist for bilingual children and adults 
in San Diego, Calif., in the early 1990s, Kahn
ert found she had questions that were not 
being addressed in research about how to 
diagnose language disorders in bilingual 
speakers. "We had some gaping holes in our 
understanding," she says. 

So she enrolled in a dual program at San 
Diego State University and the University of 
California, San Diego, to study the cognitive 
underpinnings of language in typical second
language learners and in monolingual chil
dren with language disorders. 

Kohnert realized the Ph.D. would allow 
her more broadly to influence clinical lan
guage assessments. As a researcher, she could 
both discover new ways to diagnose language 
disorders and train the next generation of 
speech pathologists. She could, she says, 
"have a bigger impact on the profession"
and, ultimately, on performance in the 
schools, where the research really takes root. 

Born and raised in rural Minnesota, Kahn
ert traveled to Bolivia in 1978-79 as an 
exchange student. In the 1980s, she took a 
time-out from college to live for several years 
in Mexico, where she perfected her Spanish 
and immersed herself in communities far 
more diverse than the Minnesota she grew up 

in. Little did she know that, some years 
later, the Minnesota she once again 
called home would be much 
changed-it would look more like the 
rest of the world-and that she would 
be a national leader in cognitive 
research on language development, 
especially in bilingual speakers. 

What Kohnert found was a Min
nesota transformed by immigration 
from Africa, Asia, and Latin America. 
In the Twin Cities today, roughly 24 
percent of children in Minneapolis 
public schools and 41 percent in St. 
Paul public schools are learning Eng
lish as a second language. Many don't 
begin learning English until they reach 
school, leaving them vulnerable to aca
demic failure. This refashioned Min
nesota has become a living laboratory 
for Kohnert 's research-" fertile 
ground," she says, for developing an 
understanding of first- as well as sec
ond-language learning. 

Reaching beyond the lab 
Kahnert's base of research is her lab
oratory in Shevlin Hall. But her sphere 
extends well beyond campus. At a local 
preschool, she works to identify chil
dren who might have language disor
ders. (Early identification "can make 
a world of difference," she says, in chil
dren's future reading and general aca
demic performance levels.) And in off
campus workshops, she teaches their 
primarily Spanish-speaking parents 
how to foster language development 
in their bilingual children. 

Back in the classroom, Kahnert's work is 
steering the next generation of educators and 
speech pathologists. In the department' s 
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KATHRYN KOHNERT 
Assistant professor, communication disorders 

Education 
• Ph.D. University of California, San Diego 

Professional experience 
• University of Minnesota, 2000-
• Licensed speech-language pathologist, Kaiser 

Permanente, San Diego, 1992-2000 

Consultancies 
• El Centro, Minneapolis 
• La Familia Guidance Center, St. Paul 
• El Colegio, Bilingual Charter School, Minneapolis 

Her students say ..• 
Kahnert's a "sass-talking dynamo" (end -of
semester evaluations). 

Her heroes are ..• 
Her parents: "I am the fifth of seven children and 
was born and raised in Waseca, where my par
ents still live. They are two of the brightest peo
ple I have ever met. I got my work ethic from 
them, and I strive to have their integrity as well." 

In her free time •.. 
She is rehabbing her 100-year-old Mpls. house 
and spending time with her 8-year-old son. ("Of 
course I also love reading, as does any academic.") 

Secret pleasure •.. 
Watching television crime mysteries ("very guilty 
pleasure")-"Yep, I'm a 'Perry Mason,' 'Matlock,' 
'Murder She Wrote,' 'Law and Order' fan." 

People would be surprised to learn ..• 
" ... that I am a native Minnesotan-born and bred. 
I have some characteristics (fast talking, rela
tively frank) that are very un-Minnesota-like. But 
I'm a Minnesotan at heart. I love weather, I admire 
kindness, I appreciate stoicism and quiet strength." 

introductory course, Communication Dif
ferences and Disorders, Kohnert stresses the 
importance of recognizing diversity within 

continued on page 12 



a broad language-learning framework. An 
understanding of normal variation across 
cultures, languages, ages, and abilities is 
needed, she says, to truly understand what 
are traditionally called "disorders." 

From the dean, continued from page 1 

The traditional language assessment 
model reflects the biases of the dominant cul
ture of native English speakers, Kohnert 
says. It is based on monolingual, middle
class, white students, and does not take into 

account other types of language learn
ing, or the learning of two or more 
languages either simultaneously or 
sequentially. Kohnert's aim is to iden
tify and develop less biased ways to 
assess language and learning. 

Kohnert is especially concerned 
about the number of bilingual kids 
who are either over- or under-identi
fied as having communication disor
ders. Teachers and administrators 
need to recognize that when kids are 
learning two languages, they will 
develop proficiency at different rates, 
she says. Learning differences in lin
guistically and culturally diverse pop
ulations of children may be just that
differences, and not problems. A 

perceived lag or measured 
"deficiency" or anomaly in 
vocabulary, grammar, or 

pronunciation does not mean a disor
der-and to treat it as such can be 
damaging to the child. 

Only careful diagnostic assessment 
using culturally sensitive methods and 
benchmarks can establish the presence 
or absence of a bona fide learning 
problem, says Kohnert, who hopes to 
discover "ways to intervene to maxi
mize each child's learning ability while 

respecting their diverse experiences." 
Interdisciplinary collaboration is key to 

a full and rich understanding of language 
learning, says Kohnert. Pulling together 
insights from sociology, cognitive psychol
ogy, neuroscience, education, and linguis
tics, she adds, "I think we can make sub
stantial headway in valuable assessment 
techniques for diverse learners which will 
translate in better assessments for everyone." 

Kohnert hasn't strayed far from her roots 
as a practicing clinical speech-language 
pathologist. "Working as a clinician is real
ly what has informed my research," she says. 
In turn, this research will one day transform 
clinical practice. In the department's Child 
Language Lab-a national mode for 
research on cognitive and language pro
cessing skills-Kohnert and codirector Jen
nifer Windsor are working with both chil
dren and adults to better understand 
language development. The end result will 
be better assessment and treatment. 

Each day, this work takes Kohnert one 
step closer to the language assessment tools 
she seeks. And her success has been duly 
noted, not just by admiring students and col
leagues but also by her colleagues across the 
University. Her groundbreaking research 
earned her a 2003 McKnight Land-Grant 
Professorship, which recognizes junior fac
ulty whose work demonstrates" originality, 
imagination, and innovation" and demon
strates "potential to make significant contri
butions to their disciplines." • 
Intern joanna Dornfeld contributed to this story. 

How do we make both ethical and economically feasible deci
sions about access to quality health care and social services for 
all ages and communities? 

How do we sort through the barrage of words and images 
that comes our way? How do we separate commercial messages 
and advocacy from the "facts"? 

their teaching and research, they are inventing spaces where new 
knowledge can be freely created and shared, and where com
peting views can be weighed and measured, orthodoxies chal
lenged, and values tested. 

These are the kinds of questions that underlie the research 
projects of CLA faculty and inspire the discussions that unfold 
in their classrooms. Such questions are at the very heart of a lib
eral education, not to mention our survival as a society. 

A new high-tech weapon, vaccine, or genetically engineered 
food will surely grab headlines. But behind the scenes, CLA's 
professors--including those featured in this issue--are broad
ly engaged in the research needed to address the long-term cul
tural, social, and economic issues that will determine the vital
ity of our communities, our nation, and our world. Through 

They are helping to preserve the kind of reflective, thought
ful public discourse that is essential to the survival of a democ
ratic society. Their work is a constant reminder of why the U ni
versity of Minnesota is such a vital institution. 

I know that many of you believe in liberal education as much 
as I do--and you have demonstrated that belief time and time 
again with your participation in the life of the college, with your 
many cards and letters to legislators, and with your philanthropic 
gifts. I am grateful for your support-and I hope that you will 
stay with us as we navigate the rocky but always scenic and invig
orating path that lies ahead.-SteYen Rosen.rtone, dean 
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FACU LIY/STAFF 
Marcia Eaton (philosophy) was awarded the Universi
ty's Distinguished Women Scholars Award in Human
ities, Social Sciences and Arts for 2003. (See story 
this issue.) 

Paul Sackett (psychology) received the Distinguished 
Scientific Contributions Award from the Society for 
Organizational and Industrial Psychology. The award 
recognizes scientific achievements in industrial-orga-

~ nizational psychology, the study of human behavior in 
~ the workplace. 

Sackett is internationally recognized for his research 
on the development and validation of employee selec
tion systems. His work includes study of the tension 

Daphne Berdahl (anthropol
ogy), Genevieve Escure (Eng
lish), and Diane Katsiaficas 
(art) received McKnight 
Research Awards, sponsored 
by the University's McKnight 
Arts and Humanities Endow
ment and given for out
standing research and cre
ative work. 

between designing selection systems to maximize job Brenda Child 

Steve Ruggles (history) 
received the Population Asso
ciation of America's presti
gious Robert J. Lapham 
Award, which recognizes con
tributions to population 

performance and those intended to maximize ethnic, 
racial, and gender diversity; mea
surement and prediction of coun
terproductive workplace behavior; 
assessment of managerial poten
tial; and the role of personality in 
personnel selection. 

Lisa Disch (political science), 
Josephine Lee (English), and 
Andrew Elfenbein (English) 
received the 2002·03 Horace 
T. Morse University of Min
nesota Alumni Award for Out-
standing Contributions to 
Undergraduate Education. 

Recipients of the award for 
Outstanding Contributions 
to Postbaccalaureate, 

Graduate, and Professional Educa· 
tion were Sara Evans (history) and 

John Mowitt (cultural studies and comparative literature). 

Gary Thomas (cultural studies and comparative literature) and 

Gary Thomas 

Eden Torres (Chicano studies 
and women's studies) are the 
2002-03 recipients of CLA's 
Arthur "Red" Motley Exem· 
plary Teaching Award. 

Thomas Augst, Patricia Crain, 
and Eric Daigre 
received the Uni· 
versity of Min· 
nesota Communi· 
ty Service Award. 
The three English 
deparment col
leagues cofound
ed the Literacy 

Lab, which integrates civic engagement and service 
learning into the curriculum of literary studies; cre
ates new opportunities for independent study and 
literacy research for students; fosters the exchange 
of skills, knowledge, and experience between stu
dents and community learning partners; and devel
ops a new institutional model for collaborative 
research and teaching in the humanities. Visit the 
lab at: english.cla.umn.edu/literacy _lab. 

research, applications of 
demographic knowledge to improve the human condition, and 
service to the population profession. Ruggles was honored for his 
creation of key demographic datasets and his innovative efforts 

to make the data accessible. 

For his work as a poet and liter
ary scholar, George T. ("Ted") 
Wright (Regents' Professor 
emeritus, English) received the 
prestigious Robert Fitzgerald 
Prosody Award for lifetime 
achievement. University of Wis
consin Press recently published 
Hearing the Measures: Shake
spearean and Other Inflections
described by the publisher as "an 
eminent scholar's guide to hearing 
poets' work": The book "helps us 
hear the measures poets use to con
jure up strangeness, urgency, dis
tance, surprise, the immediacy of 
speech, or the sounding of silence." 

Josephine Lee Ray Gonzalez (English) received a 
2003 Minnesota Book Award for his recent book of poetry, The 
Hawk Temple at Tierra Grande, which also was nominated for a 
2002 Pulitzer Prize. He received the same award in 2001 for Tur
tle Pictures. His book The Ghost of John Wayne was named Best 
Book of Short Fiction by the Western Heritage Foundation. In 
previous years, Gonzalez received the McKnight Loft Fellowship in 

Poetry for 2002-03, the Universi
ty's McKnight Land Grant Profes
sorship (1999-2001), the President's 
Multicultural Research Award 
(1999-2001), and the PEN-Oakland 
Josephine Miles Book Award for 
Excellence in Literature (1997). 

Barbara Reid (emerita, theatre arts 
and dance) was inducted into the 
College of Fellows of the Ameri· 
can Theatre at the Kennedy Cen· 
ter-<Jne of the highest honors the
atre educators and professionals 
can confer on their peers. 

Brenda Child (American studies) received the Uni· Thomas Augst, Patricia Crain, Eric Daigre 

Elaine Tyler May (American Stud
ies) was awarded the Fesler-Lam· 
pert Chair for 2003-04. May's work 
centers on the intersections of gen
der, sexuality, domestic culture, and 

versity of Minnesota Community Service Award 
for her dedication to enhancing connections, interactions, and 
cultural understanding with and among Native American peo
ple. The award recognizes Child's contributions to community 
service and public engagement on behalf of the University. 

politics. She explores how issues 
normally considered part of private life- such as family, con
sumerism, and leisure pursuits-reflect, express, and influence 
American political, cultural, and social values. 

Awards, continuedonpage 14 
CLA T•lll•y . Summer 2003 

13 



Awards, continued from page 13 

Michal Kobialka (theatre arts and dance) was awarded the Fes· 
ler·Lampert Professorship for 2003-04. Kobialka's book on 
early medieval drama and theatre, This Is My Body: Representa
tional Practices in the Early Middle Ages (U of Michigan Press, 
1999) received the 2000 Association for Theatre in Higher Edu
cation Annual Research Award for Outstanding Book in Theatre 
Practice and Pedagogy. 

Lance Brockman (theatre arts and dance) and Leonard 
Polakiewicz (linguistics, English as a second language, and Slav
ic languages and literatures) received the 2003 University of 
Minnesota President's Award for Outstanding Service. 

Lou Bellamy (theatre arts and dance) and the Penumbra The
atre (of which Bellamy is founder and artistic director) were pre
sented with the Thomas De Gaetani Award in honor of his out
standing lifetime contribution to the performing arts community. 

Norman Dahl (philosophy) was awarded the Outstanding Direc· 
tors of Graduate Studies award for his work with graduate students; 
Judith Mitchell (assistant in political science) received the Out· 
standing Directors of Graduate Studies' Assistant award. 

2003 McKnight Artist Fellowships for Choreographers were 
awarded to three U of M dance instructors: Danny Buraczeski, 
Paula Mann, and Susana di Palma. Each fellow will receive a 
$25,000 fellowship award and will receive in-kind production sup
port for staged work. 

Jane Anderson (CLA Student Services) received the John Tate 
Award of Excellence in Undergraduate Advising for her con
tributions to undergraduate education. 

Susan Wagner (music) was awarded the Civil Service and Bar· 
gaining Unit (CS/BU) Award for 2003 for her leadership and ini
tiative in efforts to improve the working environment for CS/BU 
employees at the University. 

Zachery Keplinger Coelius 
(senior, political science and his
tory), recently named to USA 
Today's "All-USA Academic 
Team" as one of the nation's top 
40 students, was one of seven 
finalists for the 2003 Howard R. 
Swearer Student Humanitari· 
an Award. A record-breaking 127 

~ applications were submitted by 
~ college and university presidents. 
:J: 

Yolanda Williams (graduate stu-
dent, African American and 
African Studies) recently 
returned from giving six suc
cessful concerts of the opera 

Zachery Coelius Porgy and Bess in Switzerland. 

Gerri Brightwell, a Ph.D. stu
dent in English who is writing a dissertation on servants in Victorian 
literature, published Cold Country (Duckworth, London, 2002). 
Described on the flyleaf as "an assured first novel ... [about) the 
themes of friendship, love, and interdependence that power all 
human relationships," it is a picaresque narrative of the journey 
of two young women from Seattle to Fairbanks. 

Chris Barnes was selected from 80 volunteers to receive the 
"Going Above & Beyond" award from the English Learning Cen
ter in Minneapolis, where he completed an internship as part of 
his introductory course on teaching English as a second language. 

Toni Thompson (junior, School of Journalism and Mass Commu
nication [SJMC)) was awarded a prestigious Vance Stickelllntern· 
ship by the American Advertising 
Federation. Thompson, an honors 
student in journalism with a Span
ish minor, is the first U of M stu
dent to win this honor. 

Ching Lo, a senior at St. Paul Cen
tral High School, is one of five 
national winners of the $40,000 
Knight·Ridder Minority Schol· 
arship. She plans to enroll in CLA, 
with early admission to SJMC. Lo 
is a staff writer for The Hmong 
Times newspaper, is a member of 
the National Honor Society and 
the Hmong Women's Circle, and is 
active in Fresh Force, a communi- Toni Thompson 
ty service group involving St. Paul 
high school students. 

The following CLA students received the 2003 President's Stu· 
dent Leadership and Service Award: Kayla Brinkman, Kim 
Fortin, Ryan Grimes, Brian Kao, Sada Konkol, Joshua LaBau, 
Erica Misch nick, Daniela Morales, Gina Nelson, Jessica Nelson, 
Kate Nelson, Holly Pettman, Emily Rasmusson, Craig Scanlan, 
Gabriel Schlake, Sarah Stein, Aaron Street, Milo Sybrant, Jody 
Ward, and Daniel Weiske. Kayla Brinkman, Kate Nelson, and 
Jody Ward received the 2003 University of Minnesota Alum· 
ni Association Student Leadership Award. 

Sarah Stein received the 2003 Donald R. Zander Award for 
Outstanding Student Leadership 

ALUMNI/AE 
Jeffrey Davidow (M.A. '67, American studies), the State Depart
ment's most senior expert on Latin America, has been elected 
president of the Institute of the Americas. Before joining the Insti
tute, Davidow was a visiting fellow at the John F. Kennedy School 
of Government and a visiting scholar at the David Rockefeller 
Center for Latin American Studies. He has served as U.S. Ambas
sador to Mexico (1998-2002) and Assistant Secretary of State 
for Latin America (1996-98). 

Stephanie Wendt (D.M.A. '92) is one of four recipients of a $25,000 
McKnight Artist Fellowship for Performing Musicians for 
2003-04. Wendt, who studied piano with Lydia Artymiw, has had 
parallel careers as a concert pianist and as a broadcaster. She 
has taught on the keyboard faculties of several universities and 
has performed on international stages. 

Michael Levy (Ph.D. '82, English) became vice president of the 
International Association for the Fantastic in the Arts. 

Jon Garon ('85, theatre and psychology) is the new dean of St. 
Paul's Hamline University Law School. Garon, a national expert on 
intellectual property, previously was professor and associate dean 
at Western State University College of Law, Fullerton, Calif. 

Miranda Fischbach ('02, strategic communication and Spanish 
studies) received the prestigious Dr. Willard Thompson Schol· 
arship and the Minnesota President's Award from the Public 
Relations Society of America. 

To our readers: If you have recently received a significant award or 
professional honor, we'd like you to tell us about it! Please understand 
that we publish only items of broad or special interest or consequence 
to our readership. 
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In cooperation with the Institute of Technology and the Col
lege of Biological Sciences, CLA has for the last three years 
partnered with the Minneapolis Public Schools in an effort 
to increase high school graduation and college matriculation 
rates in urban schools. TEAM-UP, or Targeted Early Aware
ness for Minnesota Undergraduate Programs, is designed to 
introduce students in their formative fifth-grade year to the 
challenge and excitement of higher education. 

Beginning in 2000 with Jordan Park Elementary, the pro
gram has worked with the entire fifth grade population of 
North Star Community School for the last two years. 

This year, 120 North Star fifth graders made two visits to 
the University of Minnesota to participate in "mini-classes" 
led by University faculty, tour a residence hall, and experience 
student life. Groups of three to five students were matched 
with undergraduate team leaders, who became their mentors 
and guides throughout the visit days. 

"The relationships that developed between fifth graders 
and their team leaders were spectacular," says program co
coordinator and CLA senior Josh LaBau. "Several kids 

GopherGrads:Fouryearsinfourdays 
Through a partnership called Gopher Grads, CLA helps bring 
high-schoolers to the U from the metro area to taste slices of stu
dent life. The program, in its second year, brought some 120 stu
dents from 40 high schools to sample four years of college in 
four days. The students studied Chinese and beginning acting, 
and took classes in conflict resolution, the physics and biology 
of color, the rhetoric of social movements, wars and the econo
my, and places of memory in the world's cities. 

"We've created a kind of living snapshot of the University 
experience, with the goal of helping high school students from 
many different backgrounds picture themselves going to col
lege at the U-including some for whom college may once have 
seemed out of reach," says Steven Rosenstone, CLA dean, who 
taught one of the classes, "Conflict and Cooperation: A Political 

Strategy for Life." 
"As an investment in local youth, this program helps us be a 

good neighbor and partner to the schools that educate these kids 
at a critical time in their lives, when they are making decisions 
about their futures. We think it's a win-win for all concerned
the University, the schools, and, most importantly, the students." 

English major turns detective 
During a class research project, Abigail Davis (M.A. '92, Eng
lish, Ph .D. candidate) became intrigued by the story of a Pequot 
Indian woman who was executed for the murder of her "bastard 
child." Davis (and Karla Palmer, the fictional sleuth she created) 
went on what she calls a "ghost hunt." following a trail of docu
ments and apparent cover-ups back to the Pequot War of the 
early 17th century, and then forward to the 1738 gallows, where 
the (probably innocent) woman was "Hanged up by the Neck 
between the Heavens & the Earth until She be Dead, Dead, Dead." 

The result is a novel based on the 1737 trial, Hanging Kather

ine Garret (Heritage Books, 2003). 

Fifth-graders team up for history class project 

remarked to me, 'Not only am I going to college, I'm going 
to this college!' This is an important program that we hope to 
expand, introducing even more youth to college and hope
fully keeping them on track for success." 

"After four years of digging, I decided to write a novel about 
the case, sticking to the historical record as much as possible," 
says Davis. "I could not solve the puzzle as a literary historian
! finally hit a dead end-but I could give the story an ending as 
a fiction writer, and give a silenced woman a voice. 

"[English professor] Edward Griffin, who is now my Ph .D. 
adviser, provided endless support, suggestions, and advice (both 
academic and editorial) for this project. I never could have done 
it without his guidance." 

Jaar students showcase hope 
In May, Alfredo Jaar, world-renowned artist and Winton Chair 
in the Liberal Arts, along with his 25 students, showcased pro
jects developed in his yearlong course at the University, "Pro
ject One: Culture in the Age of Global ization." 

The exhibits and performances, billed as "16 Spaces of Hope," 
drew curious and admiring crowds at sites across the campus as 
well as at sites throughout Minneapolis. The students brought to 
their work perspectives from many discip lines, including art, 
architecture, history, geography, po li tical science, education, 

and business. 
The students' projects-which included film, broadcasts, 

mixed media installat ions, photography, digital audio, public per
formance and earthenware-addressed a broad range of ques
tions related to the Twin Cities community. Many focused on 
immigrat ion issues affecting the East African and Latino com
munities in the Twin Ci t ies. 
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glasnost byAndysteiner 

global DIPLOMAC 

1.r.~n~~~ldWWjlJ'z•trb•aljcln on a map 
are proba 1¥~sllm.-And urdr5syou're a pol
ie-/;~~k. chances are even slimmer that 
you know that the U.S. Ambassador to the 
oil-rich central Asian nation is Ross Wil
son, B.A. '77, International relations. 

A career diplomat with master's degrees 
from Columbia University and the National 
War College, Wilson, 47, has served as ambas
sador to Azerbaijan since 2000. This winter, 
the Edina native was back in Minnesota as the 
featured speaker in the Minnesota Interna
tional Center's Ambassador Series. His talk 
focused on the need for maintaining strong 
relations with the governments of the region. 

Azerbaijan, which borders the Caspian Sea 
between Iran and Russia, is about the size of 
Indiana and is home to some 8 million peo
ple. The majority-Muslim country is rich in 
natural resources, including oil, but its aver
age citizen brings home just $700 a year. In 
the early 1990s, Azerbaijan was torn apart by 
a civil war between Azeri Muslims and Ortho
dox Christians with ethnic ties to nearby 
Armenia. A cease-fire has been in effect since 
1994, but the war left at least 550,000 refugees. 

The political situation in Azerbaijan 
remains sensitive, and Wilson believes that 
the role the U.S. plays in this region will be 
key to maintaining the peace. In January, Wil
son spoke with free-lance writer Andy Stein
er about the life of a diplomat. Here are 
excerpts from that conversation: 

What makes an effective ambassador? 
First of all, you have to be friendly. You have 
to be comfortable spending a large percent
age of your time with government officials, 
but you also have to enjoy getting to know the 
public. And you have to know a little bit about 
a huge breadth of subjects. I give lectures at 
universities in Azerbaijan, and the questions 
I get asked range from politics to the U.S. 

economy to American popular culture to 
studying at universities in this country. 

What does your average day look like? 
I manage U.S. relations with Azerbaijan, and 
I serve as a spokesman for the U.S. govern
ment to the local media. I also meet daily with 
government ministers. And then there is a 
large amount of public speaking. On an aver
age day, I devote significant portion of my 
time to promoting American business, and on 
maintaining good relations with the Azerbai
jan oil and gas sector. 

Did you always want to be an 
ambassador? 
No. I started out with the idea of being in 
music. During my freshman year, I start
ed in music, and right off I got aD in ear 
training. It was the first time in my life 
that I'd gotten aD, and I drew the logi
cal conclusion from that. 

So how did you make the transition 
from music to foreign affairs? 
For me, it was actually a natural switch. From 
a relatively early age, I was interested in pol
icy and history and what was going on in the 
world. And then at some point during my 
freshman year, someone from the state depart
ment came to speak to one of my classes. That 
made a big impression on me. 

What are some of the highlights of 
your Foreign Service career? 
When I started in 1979, I was assigned to the 
Soviet Desk. I worked there for eight months, 
then I went to the Soviet Union right before 
the 1980 Olympics. The domestic situation 
was really tense at the time, and in Moscow, 
U.S./ Soviet relations were tense as well. I was 
in Moscow until!981. I also served in Moscow 
from 1987 to 1990 during the Gorbachev-glas
nost era, and that time it was almost the reverse 
of what I had experienced the last time I was 
in the country. Now the Russians wanted to 
talk to us. They wanted advice. 

Why should we care about Azerbaijan? 
If September II taught us anything, it's that 
maintaining good relations with relatively 

small countries is of great importance to our 
national security. We can't afford to have states 
like Azerbaijan fail. It is in our best interest to 
help this country succeed in terms of envi
ronmental protection and human rights, and 
in maintaining peaceful relations with their 
neighbors. For 70 years, this region was closed 
to the world. We need to play a key role in its 
transformation. 

A big part of your job is building a pos
itive impression of the United States 
in your host country. Is America a tough 
sell in Azerbaijan? 
Anti-American sentiment is less of a problem 
in my part of the world than it is in others. 
Azerbaijanis are basically very pro-Ameri
can. They are wary of Russians, and in their 
eyes we represent the opposite sort of values 
and governance. We're trying to introduce 
Azerbaijanis to this country by building an 
exchange and study program. Over the last 
10 years, we've brought about 1,400 Azer
baijanis to the United States to study at Amer
ican universities. This is the best way for them 
to get to know what life in our country is real
ly like.• 

Art (above): Azerbaijan International Maqazine, winter 2002. Credit: AZER.com, Art by Vugar Muradov at AZgallery.org 
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Warrior 
by Sam Kean FOR DEMOCRACY 

M ax Kampelman, Ph.D. '52 (political 
science)-lawyer, teacher, diplo
mat, champion of democracy and 

human rights-is a statesman for these com-
plex times. And yet, this veteran Cold War
rior still believes that, in the end, it's all about 
good and evil. 

"The heavens don't dictate evils and atroc
ities," says Kampelman-people do, and so 
people must stop them. This simple philoso
phy has served Kampelman well: a seasoned 
veteran of the diplomatic wars, he's still fight
ing the good fight-and he still believes vic
tory is possible. 

Kampelman's work in the 1980s as the chief 
U.S. nuclear arms-reduction negotiator with 
the U.S.S.R. led to the destruction of 2, 700 
nuclear weapons-and arguably a safer 
world. Largely for these efforts, he has earned 
a 1989 Presidential Citizens Medal and 1999 
Presidential Medal of Freedom-the highest 
citizen honors in the United States-and 13 
honorary degrees, including one from the 
University of Minnesota. 

A pacifist early on, Kampelman came to 
support the use of force if necessary "to resist 
fascism, communism, terrorism, or other 
threats to U.S. national security, democracy, 

and human dignity." 
There simply are times, 
he insists, for muscle. 
And a liberal arts edu
cation, he says, should 
not only broaden intel
lects and develop com
munities, but also 

Kampelman believes that only 

democratic societies can 

achieve fully what he calls the 

"ought" of human rights and 

human dignity for all. 

Kampelman believes unre
servedly that only democratic 
societies can achieve fully what 
he calls the "ought" of human 
rights and dignity for all peo
ple. Acknowledging his debt 
to Gandhi's non-violent revo-

teach students that "there is good and evil in 
the world," and prepare them "to do their best 
to either convert ... or resist [the evil)." Kam
pelman himself has learned those lessons well. 

Curiously, it was a medical experiment that 
first brought Kampelman to Minnesota in the 
mid-1940s. Prominent University researcher 
Ancel Keyes (who developed K rations) had 
launched a study in which human participants 
severely restricted caloric intakes to deter
mine the effects of starvation on health and 
mental functioning. Kampelman volunteered. 

As a conscientious objector during World 
War II, Kampelman was required by law to 
participate in work of national importance. 
He picked the starvation study because he 
thought it "important when you consider pris
oners of war and .. . concentration camps." 
(The study remains "the classic work on 
human starvation," he says.) 

Meanwhile, to distract himself from 
his empty stomach, a very hungry 
Kampelman worked toward a political 
science Ph.D. and taught University 
classes. Soon, he met Hubert 
Humphrey ("the best teacher I ever 
had," says Kampelman. "And that was 
not in the classroom"). 

After campaign and U.S. Senate 
work for Humphrey in the 1940s and 
'50s, and subsequent work in human 
rights, this self-described "Humphrey 
Democrat" was tapped as chief arms
reduction negotiator in 1985 by Repub
lican President Ronald Reagan. 

By this time, Kampelman had 
evolved from a conscientious objector 
who "could not see himself killing" to 
a Marine Corps reservist who still 
abhorred killing but recognized, he says, 
the importance of military strength in 
protecting and preserving democracies. 
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lutionary philosophy, he 
nonetheless believes that "the overwhelming 
force of love" that subdued Gandhi's foes is 
far more elusive in a nuclear age, when nations 
and people in conflict are separated by great 
distances, their interactions mediated by tech
nology-including both television and high
tech weaponry. In the absence of close human 
contact, says Kampelman, no "overwhelm
ing ... love" can intervene. 

Since his successful efforts in arms nego
tiation ended in 1989, Kampelman has chaired 
the United Nations Association, Georgetown 
University's Institute for the Study of Diplo
macy, Freedom House, and the American 
Academy of Diplomacy, among other active 
commitments. Recently, he helped found the 
Council for a Community of Democracies 
(CCD), an international, nongovernmental 
group designed to unite the democracies of 
the world. 

Given his push for worldwide democracy 
and his experience with arms reduction, Kam
pelman has a unique vantage point from which 
to view how events are unfolding in Iraq. So 
far, he likes what he sees. 

"We were blessed by the accident of hav
ing forefathers who were wise enough to instill 
democracy," he says, and the U.S. should "not 
be selfish" with it. And despite anti-Ameri
can sentiment around the world, he believes 
removing the Iraqi Ba'ath regime lies within 
the U.S.'s self-interest and obligation. 

A different sort of obligation, a personal 
one to his mentor, brought Kampelman back 
to the University of Minnesota in May for a 
Hubert Humphrey retrospective. As with 
most of his trips to Minnesota these days, his 
stay was brief. But even if from a distance, he 
has done the University and his liberal arts 
pedigree proud, sharing his gifts with the rest 
of the world. • 



In business as in the liberal arts, making creative links is the start of 
success, says entrepreneur Steven Snyder. 
Last year, Snyder, a one-time Microsoft executive and the former 

CEO and chairman of a high-flying Twin Cities tech firm, enrolled in 
his first creative writing course at the U. It was a struggle at first, he 
admits, but this businessman's voyage into the murky waters of fic
tion, memoir, and creative nonfiction ultimately proved liberating. 
"Just imagine a person who'd been shackled by years of creative sti
fling in regard to the written word, and who now sees a whole new 
way of expressing oneself," Snyder says. "That was me." 

Snyder may be a high-tech guy with an undergrad degree in math, 
but his grounding is firmly in the liberal arts. A resident of Orono, 
Minn., Snyder earned a master's in psychology from the U in 1990, and 
a Ph.D. in 1994. He always knew, he says, that the U was an incuba
tor for innovation, a place where good ideas were born and nurtured. 

Net Perceptions, Inc., the Twin Cities company that Snyder found
ed with U computer science professor John Riedl in 1996, got its start 
selling software hatched at the U. The firm's personalization and pre
cision-marketing software, a blend of technology and psychology, 
was adopted by Amazon.com and other Internet companies. "The 
University provided the foundation and the psychology that helped me 
recognize the importance of collaborative filtering as a technology, 
which led to the creation of Net Perceptions," Snyder says . 

Snyder was just 13 years old when his father, a technical writer with 
the electronics company RCA, came home from work with a com
puter manual. It was the late 1960s, and computers were still both rare 
and as big as houses, but the elder Snyder seemed to be acting on a 
hunch. "I remember him handing the book to me," the younger Sny
der recalls. "He said, 'Here, I think you might be interested in this."' 

In fact, the boy was fascinated by the subject-and as computers 
unleashed a tsunami of global change in business and culture over the 
next three decades, Snyder rode the wave to professional success. 
While still in high school, he got an after-school job as a computer 
programmer with the University of Pennsylvania physics depart
ment. In 1983, with a bachelor's in mathematics from Drexler Uni
versity and an M.B.A. from Harvard Business School, Snyder signed 
on with a promising Seattle company, Microsoft. He became one of 
Bill Gates' closest advisers and the manager of the software compa
ny's language products division, tripling the unit's business to more 
than $60 million before taking early retirement in 1988. 

The U was the magnet that drew Snyder to the Midwest. "I felt a 
yearning to give back something to society, and I saw psychology as 
a way to help people develop and reach their full potential," Snyder 
says. On the basis of the psychology department's pioneering repu
tation, he enrolled in the U's master's program, intending to pursue a 
new career as a clinician or a researcher. But when the conceptual 

. ~9.Q.O~f~!D.g .. tt1~.P..0.I$. 
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The startup went public in 1999 and achieved a stock price of near
ly $60 per share before the collapse of the tech sector in 2001. The 
company's rise and ongoing business, however, have been a boon all 
along to the University, which licenses the technology (developed at 
the U) to Net Perceptions for commercial use. 

by Joel Hoekstra 

seeds of Net Perceptions resurfaced in a conversation he had with 
Reid!, Snyder found himself drawn back to business. 

These days, Snyder is retired again, and he claims he's not looking 
for any business opportunities. He left the Net Perceptions board last 
year and is enrolled in several classes at the U. He recently complet
ed a course in the interpretation of biblical law, and he plays piano 
with a student jazz combo in the School of Music. 

Sharing the wealth 
For a man focused for so long on business, the liberal arts offer a smor
gasbord of learning opportunities. Snyder is keen on making sure that 
others can sample widely from such offerings. He recently endowed 
two graduate student fellowships, one in psychology and one in cre
ative writing. Among other things, he hopes the funds will allow stu
dents to take advantage of professional travel opportunities. "One of 
the things I found in my career was that going to conferences was a 
very important part not only of graduate education, but of any pro
fessional pursuit," he says. 

Whether as preparation for a business career or the icing on the 
cake, Snyder says he would encourage anyone to plunge into the lib
eral ar.ts. ·:The benefits are that you can think more broadly-you 
can bnng Ideas across the disciplines," he says. 

"One thing I now do very well, but I couldn't before, is connect
ing the dots b~twe~n hi.story, literature, culture, and religion. Making 
those connecnons IS so Important for living in the world. And business 
is all about connecting the dots, about seeing underlying patterns." • 
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Growing up near Dusseldorf, Ger
many, during World War II, Hella 
Lindemeyer was the eldest of four 

children in an "interesting, thought-pro
voking, and music-filled household," where 
she fine-tuned her intellect in stimulating dis
cussions with her father, a historian and 
accomplished amateur pianist. 

"Those years were formative to me," she 
says. "Necessities like food and coal were 
scarce. Because of the constant bombing, 
school was suspended for a year." Yet she did 
graduate--albeit belatedly-and went on to 
Newham College in Cambridge, England, 
and then to the University of Heidelberg, 
where she earned a degree in English and 
German literature. 

After also receiving a diploma from drama 
school, she performed in leading roles as a 
"young heroine" on stages throughout Ger
many-in plays both classical and modern. 

E 
connection by Mary Shafer 

Life has changed dramatically for 
Hella Lindemeyer Mears Hueg since she 
arrived in Minnesota some decades ago. 
Yet she has never lost touch with the 
German heritage that she cherishes. And 
she still lives in her first American home, 
a gracious colonial now hidden behind 
full-grown elms and oaks on a hill in 
Mendota Heights, Minn. 

Mears Hueg began her life here as a 
graduate student in American studies, 
learning about the "intricacies of Amer
ican politics and culture." With her hus
band, Norman B. Mears-a renowned 
inventor, industrialist, and philan
thropist-she traveled extensively 
worldwide, taking frequent visits to 
Germany. The couple's travels left her 
little time for formal study, and so she 
left graduate school to become a student 
of the world. 

"Life taught me all the things I didn't 
know in 1966," she muses. 

Acting on her passion for education 
and the arts, she soon began serving on 
the boards of such organizations as the 
Opera Guild, the Guthrie Theater, the 
Institute for Ecumenical and Cultural 

Research, the Minnesota Orchestra, and the 
St. Paul Chamber Orchestra. Over the years, 
she has continued to support these and other 
organizations with both service and philan
thropic gifts. Meanwhile, she has maintained 
her deep ties to her first home, frequently vis
iting her German family and staying abreast 
of Germany's cultural and political life. 

Following Norman Mears' death, she met 
and married University professor emeritus 
William Hueg, who shared her love of the 
arts and also her commitment to education. 
Together, they have generously supported 
both passions. 

These days, Mears Hueg is given to reflec
tion-and "putting her house in order." A 
few years back, she found herself asking, 
"What kind of legacy would I like to leave 
to express my love and appreciation for the 
two countries I call home?" Her answer grew 
out of her dual heritage--her German child-
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hood and her American adulthood: She 
decided to endow the Hella Lindemeyer 
Mears Fellowship in German Studies. 

The idea first took root when she met 
CLA dean Steven Rosenstone in Naples, Fla., 
where she and her husband were wintering. 
She decided to come to Minnesota for a 
visit-to see for herself the transformed 
campus that Rosenstone had described. She 
especially wanted to see how the German 
department was faring. 

"With today's globalization," she says, "I 
was concerned that Germany might not be 
considered important anymore." To her 
immense delight, during a daylong visit with 
faculty and graduate students she learned that 
the U's program in German studies was thriv
ing-indeed, was one of the nation's best. 

Awarded for the first time this spring, the 
Hella Lindemeyer Mears Fellowship will pro
vide a year of full support to graduate stu
dents who show outstanding promise as 
scholars and teachers of German literature 
and language. The award is intended to "free 
the student from extraneous obligations," 
allowing full commitment to thesis work. 

"I wanted to give something to Ph.D. 
candidates and at the same time take the seeds 
of education and nurture them in a mean
ingful way," she says. "As we shaped the fel
lowship, my intent was that the language 
wouldn't die. To preserve it, you have to start 
with the young." 

And the younger, the better. Fellowship 
recipients are expected to commit a certain 
number of hours each week to working with 
high school students. "What I hope," says 
Mears Hueg, "is that they not only will keep 
alive the literature and culture of Germany, 
through research and teaching, but also will 
awaken and foster enthusiasm for that in high 
school students. 

"My deepest conviction is that the arts and 
education are important ways to create a civ
ilized society. We must support arts and edu
cation to achieve that. This is not the pursuit 
of an elite, but it holds the promise for an 
enlightened and enriched community." • 



FROM 

MARY 
HICKS, 

Under the umbrella of Campaign Minnesota, we 
have worked aggressively over the past seven 

years to raise private funds to ensure the excellence 
of CLA for future generations. 

DIRECTOR OF 

DEVELOPMENT 

As we reach the end of Campaign Minnesota, we 
are both grateful and optimistic. We are grateful for the 
simply amazing show of support for the programs, 
faculty, and students of CLA. The money raised sup

plements funding from the State of Minnesota. It does not and 
cannot replace it. But we're optimistic that, despite rather bleak 
economic times, with public funding percentages shrinking to 
all-time lows, we will continue to prosper. 

A backward glance 
As the campaign comes to a close, we look hack with a flush of 
pride on seven years of growth-not only in private dollars to 
the college hut also in friendships . We have renewed and 
strengthened our relationships with friends of long standing 
and have made many new friends. We have even turned some 
cold calls into warm and lasting friendships. And we have been 
in touch with many new people-including freshly minted alum
ni / ae-who, we hope, will want to continue the relationship. 

For every person whose life we touch, we hope that we reach 
many more. We like to think that, in the spirit of "six degrees of 
separation," the influence of our college is exponential. Every 
student, every alum, every member of our faculty and staff 
makes contributions to the world in her or his own way. Each is 
also an ambassador to the world, carrying the CLA message and 
bringing hack, we hope, the loyalty and friendship of people 
they meet-from Buffalo to Beijing, Beirut, and Berlin; from 
Andover to Argentina, Angola, and Azerbaijan. 

Campaign highlights 
In the words of Dean Steven Rosenstone, 

"As alumni and friends, faculty and staff, we have built a col· 
lege we can be very proud of. We all owe a share of our sue· 
cess to this college. We share, too, a great responsibility to 
future generations of students-to ensure their access to a col· 
lege worthy of the very best and brightest among them. Work· 
ing together, we can open the doors wide, to the highest lev· 
els of excellence." 

In our last issue of CLA Today, we listed campaign donors 
of $500 and more. In this issue, we want to highlight some of 
what those gifts have brought to the college. 

Student support 
More than 87 new fellowships and 96 new scholarships have 
been funded by private gifts since July 1, 1996. 

Graduate fellowships (endowments of $25,000 or more) are 
eligible for a match by the University's 21st Century Fund. 
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THE IMPACT OF CAMPAIGN MINNESOTA 

• CLA Campaign goal: $75 million 

• Raised through May 2003: $90 million 

• $48 million for faculty support 

• $32 million for student support 

• $10 million for facilities support 

Faculty support: building faculty strength 
New endowed chairs have given CLA a tremendous boost in 
building a high-quality faculty. Faculty support has contributed 
to rankings that have put the University of Minnesota among 
the nation's top public research universities. 

Facilities 
Many crucial facilities projects-both renovations and new con
struction-have been funded in part through campaign gifts, 
including: 
• The Art Building- Watch for the grand opening fall semes

ter 2003! 
• Barbara Barker Center for Dance, which opened in 1999 

and houses one of the nation's finest dance programs. 
• The new Minnesota Centennial Showboat, which this sum

mer is floating its second University Theatre season on Har
riet Island in St. Paul (June 20- August 23, 2003) with Bram 
Stoker's Dracula, directed by emeritus theatre professor 
Charles Nolte with olios directed by Vern Sutton. 

• Murphy Hall renovation and creation of the Center for New 
Media Studies. A $10 million gift from Hubbard Broadcast
ing to the School of Journalism and Mass Communication 
enabled investment in new media equipment and research. 

• The Julia Davis Speech-Language-Hearing Center in 
Shevlin Hall, whose mission is to supervise students in clin
ical education, provide service to the University and the com
munity, and advocate for people with speech, language, hear
ing, or cognitive communication disorders. 

Looking ahead: continuing needs 
We know that we wouldn't he where we are today without the 
generosity of our donors and friends. But this is only the begin
ning. As state support to the University continues to shrink (as 
it most likely will), we will have to continue to rely on this gen
erosity to sustain our excellence without increasing tuition 
beyond what all hut the most affluent students are able to pay. 
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Your gift matters! 

"My scholarships allowed me 

to pursue my undergraduate 

education in CLA without 

having to worry about finan

cial difficulties. I have 

worked as a columnist for 

the Minnesota Daily, served 

on the CLA Student Board, 

and was selected for the 

MacArthur Honors Program. 

I feel certain that my educa

tion here will prepare me for 

my career, something that I 

might have missed if I had 

not received scholarships. 
-Diana Xuan Fu, freshman hoMrs 

student, glohal studies and psychology 

Supporting students-for our future 
Only about four percent of our undergraduates receive achieve
ment scholarships-the lowest percentage in the Big Ten. This is 
not a distinction we view with pride. 

Wouldn't it be wonderful to be at the top? 
Since Campaign Minnesota began, private funding has brought 

to CLA 183 new scholarships and fellowships. But with roughly 
16,500 students in the college, this is still just the proverbial drop in 
the bucket. 

What this means is that, even though CLA has exceeded its cam
paign goal, we're neither ready nor able to sit back and simply savor 
our successes. As tuition rises, we will need many new scholarships 
and fellowships to make even modest increases affordable. 

We still have a long way to go toward offering enough compet
itive scholarships and fellowships to ensure continued access and to 
sustain the excellence of our student body over the long haul. 

Student success goals 
Attracting great students and helping them succeed has been a crit
ical priority for Campaign Minnesota. Competition with other 
schools and rising tuition will continue to make gifts to this area 
more important than ever. We must: 
• Increase merit-based scholarships to compete with other schools 

for the best and brightest students. Comparable institutions now 
far outpace us in both numbers of scholarships and dollar amounts 
of scholarships. 

• Offset rising tuition to help students stay on track to graduate 
in four years. (Tuition increased by double digits this year and 
will again next year.) 

• Boost CLA's ability to compete for the nation's top graduate 
students, who will be tomorrow's cultural, intellectual, and edu
cational leaders. The annual cost of attendance for graduate and 
professional students ranges from $15,000 to $30,000, including 
tuition, fees, books, room, and board. Most graduate students 
won't choose a university solely because of a fellowship, but 
money can play a decisive role in the selection process. Espe
cially for students with limited resources, a fellowship can be the 
tiebreaker. 

Faculty support-for teaching and learning 
When CLA professors enter their classrooms as teachers, they bring 
with them the new knowledge and understanding, new ways of 
knowing, new metholodogies, and new art forms that they have dis
covered and developed in their research and creative explorations. 
Their research and experimentation pushes the envelope of what 
we know, and makes both teaching and learning fresh and vital, not 
to mention crucial to the future of our planet. 

Private support for faculty has helped us attract some of the 
nation's leading scholars and teachers and helped us sustain and 
build our centers of excellence and launch new research initiatives. 
As we enter a new era of budget cuts, we will need private support 
more than ever to preserve the stature of our faculty and keep bring
ing to CLA the nation's brightest rising stars. 

Please support CLA's stellar faculty and students! To make a gift or pledge to the College of Liberal Arts, you may contact us in 
the CLA Office of External Relations, 225 Johnston Hall, 101 Pleasant Street S.E., Minneapolis, MN 55455; phone (612) 625-
5031; e-mail claext@cla.umn.edu. To make a gift or pledge online, go to: www2.cla.umn.edu/givingtocla/. 
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FROM 

MARY 
HICKS, 
DIRECTOR OF 

DEVELOPMENT 

Ah, retirement ... that dream of lounging in 
the backyard chaise, iced tea in hand, sur
rounded by great books and planning your trav-
els to exotic places ... 

Wake up, Mary! That's only a dream! Or is it? 
Retirement can only be as wonderful as you plan for, and it's 

important that planning begin well in advance for those "golden 
years." Like Hella Mears Hueg, who is profiled in this issue, many 
of us are reflecting on what we will leave behind: What's our lega
cy? How did our lives make a difference? 

Those of you who have read my previous CLA Today columns 
know that I believe philanthropy can play a powerful role in deter
mining that legacy. It can even put a smile on your face as you lounge 
in that chaise spinning your dreams. 

So how can I ensure that my IRA account will help my dreams 
outlive me? 

Taking charge of your legacy 
Thanks to IRS rule changes enacted in 2001, it's easier to make this 
happen. The changes make the IRA a far more useful retirement 
and estate planning tool. You still must select a beneficiary and begin 
taking minimum distributions when you turn 70-1 I 2. But under the 
old rules, those minimum distributions were based entirely on 
instructions you had made in advance, when you originally named 
your beneficiaries and chose a life-expectancy calculation method. 
That was a problem for many post-retirement folks who suddenly 
realized their original selections and projections were wrong, or 
simply less than ideal from the standpoint of tax planning and wealth 
preservation. 

The new rules say your former selections don't matter. The new 
standardized tables, which are the same for everyone, allow for max
imum tax-deferred compounding for you and your heirs. It's also 
easier for your heirs to stretch out the distributions over their own 
lifetimes. 

Under the new rules, your beneficiary choice doesn't affect the 
calculation of your minimum distributions. Previously, you could 
change beneficiaries, but you couldn't alter the original life expectan
cy calculations to reduce distributions and extend the life of the 
account. Now, using a single life-expectancy table, the required min
imum distribution will change each year based on your actual age. 
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As for your heirs, distributions of the inherited retirement account 
will generally be based on the life expectancy calculations of the 
actual beneficiaries of the account, and not, as previously, on the 
life expectancy locked in at the time of the original beneficiary des
ignation. And a primary beneficiary may, if she or he prefers, have 
the account pass to a contingent beneficiary-such as a younger 
heir or a charity-thus extending the life of the account. 

Making your intentions clear 
To make clear your own preferences for IRA distributions after your 
death, you should make what has been called an "IRA will"
detailed instructions to the custodian or trustee of your IRA or 
retirement account. 

With proper instructions, the custodian can make distributions in 
a way that will most benefit you and your beneficiaries by extending 
the duration of the account and postponing payment of income 
taxes. And remember that you can also name the College of Liber
al Arts as a beneficiary of your IRA or retirement account and avoid 
both income tax and estate tax on that account at your death. 

Anyone who has named more than one beneficiary of an IRA or 
other retirement account should contact the account custodian to 
make sure instructions are clear and to take full advan,tage-of the 
rules. I or any of the major gift officers in my office would be happy 
to help point you in the right direction. If you would like some guid
ance, just give us a call at 612/625-5031. 

A word of thanks 
I've said it before, and I'll say it again, and again: thank you, thank 
you, thank you! The amazing success of Campaign Minnesota has 
been such a tonic to us, especially as the larger economic picture has 
threatened sometimes to dampen our spirits. Your generosity not 
only has kept the college strong but also has buoyed us again and 
again as we have worked to sustain the economic and academic health 
of this college that we all care so much about. 

So again ... Thank you, from the bottom of my heart-for your 
support, for your friendship, for your enduring loyalty to CLA and 
to the University of Minnesota. I hope that you will stay by our side 
in the years ahead. 

Now, speaking of tonic, how about that glass of ice tea? And oh, 
by the way, have you read the latest Frances Mayes book? Ah, Tus
cany .. . -Mary Hicks 


