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CEREMONY ETIQUETTE 
As a courtesy to the graduates and other guests, we ask that you remain in 
your seat throughout the entire ceremony. Graduates should return to their seats 
after crossing the stage. Degrees are conferred at the end of the commencement 
ceremony. 

CELL PHONES AND PAGERS 
Please turn off all cell phones and pagers before the ceremony begins. 

PHOTOGRAPHS 
For your convenience, we have made arrangements with professional 
photographers to take a picture of each graduate immediately after walking 
across the stage. This service will enable each student to have a photograph 
of this special event. Photography and recording are permitted; however, 
please be thoughtful of your surroundings and fellow audience members. 

ACADEMIC COSTUME 
Academic gowns date back to the ~4th century, when they served two functions 
of nearly equal importance: to indicate the academic rank of the wearer, and 
to keep the scholar warm in the drafty stone halls of academia. 

The markings, cut, and colors of the modern-day academic costume-cap, gown, 
and sometimes hood-indicate the academic degree, the field of study, and the 
institution that granted the degree. Master's gowns, black and untrimmed, have 
pointed sleeves. Doctor's gowns in the United States are traditionally black with 
velvet front facings and crossbars on the sleeves, but in recent years 
a number of universities have adopted gowns of distinctive school colors. 

A new University of Minnesota Ph.D. gown and matching tam made their 
appearance in ~988 to celebrate the centenary of the first Minnesota doctor 
of philosophy degree. The new Minnesota gown is maroon, trimmed with black 
velvet chevrons and gold metallic braid. The traditional gown may still be worn. 
The Minnesota hood, which may be worn by anyone with a doctoral degree from 
the University of Minnesota, is black with a maroon chevron on gold. Each 
institution has its own pattern of colors on the hood, worn around the neck and 
down the back of the gown. The length and shape of the hood identify the most 
advanced degree the wearer has earned, and the velvet edging shows the field. 

At commencement ceremonies hoods are worn by those who already have the 
doctoral degree. Degree candidates wear gowns appropriate for the degree they 
are about to receive, and new doctorates are hooded on stage. 

THE CEREMONIAL MACE 
The University of Minnesota mace, a ceremonial staff used for formal occasions, 
was carried for the first time in ~96~ by Regents Professor of Physics Alfred O.C. 
Nier at the inauguration of President 0. Meredith Wilson. Art professor Philip 
Morton designed the mace: a crystal sphere four inches in diameter surmounted 
by the North Star, symbol of the state of Minnesota, on a solid aluminum handle 
set with the University Regents Seal. 



About the University of Minnesota 

The University of Minnesota, ranked among the nation's top public 
universities, reflects the commitment to education of a state that is only 2oth 
in population. It is almost alone among universities in the United States in its 
combination of three characteristics: an international research university, 
a land-grant institution with a strong tradition of education and public service, 
and a metropolitan academic community. 

The Twin Cities campus, the University's largest campus, is made up of 17 
colleges and offers the full range of academic and professional degrees. A 
comprehensive campus in Duluth offers undergraduate and graduate 
programs. The Morris campus offers a four-year liberal arts program. 
Crookston offers associate and baccalaureate degrees in technical, career
oriented programs. Rochester, formally established in 2006, is the newest 
campus and serves the academic and professional needs of southeastern 
Minnesota. 

The University is the primary center in Minnesota (and parts of the 
surrounding region) for instruction and research in the health sciences, law, 
engineering, agriculture, and forestry. 

When the University was founded as a preparatory school in 1851, Minnesota 
had been a territory for just two years, and statehood was still seven years 
away. The school was built on not much more than the pioneers' faith in 
education. The University struggled financially in its early years and was 
forced to close during the Civil War. It reopened in 1867. Two students 
received Bachelor of Arts degrees at the first commencement in June 1873. 
Since then, the University has granted more than 6oo,ooo degrees. Students 
earn undergraduate and graduate degrees in more than 370 fields of study. 

In 2006, the University of Minnesota Rochester was designated as a full and 
official coordinate campus of the University of Minnesota system, and shortly 
after, selection of a downtown location to grow the campus began. In fall of 
2007, UMR staff moved into the new facilities at University Square in 
downtown Rochester and welcomed its new Chancellor, Dr. Stephen 
Lehmkuhle. Dr. Lehmkuhle was inaugurated in April 2008 with a community 
celebration and formal address. The Center for Allied Health Programs places 
students in CLS and OT at Rochester as one oftwo performance sites. 

University alumni include several Nobel Prize winners, a former chief justice 
of the United States, two former vice presidents, the heads of Fortune soo 
companies, pioneers in medicine, civil rights leaders, top journalists, and men 
and women who have achieved distinction in every field. 

Alumni and their families and friends are always welcome at the University. 
Alumni are invited to continue their relationship with the University through 
the University of Minnesota Alumni Association and its college associations. 



Program 

PROCESSIONAL 

Marshal- Donna Spannaus-Martin, PhD, MLS 

WELCOME AND OPENING REMARKS 

Janice Conway-Kiaassen, PhD, MT (ASCP) SM 
Director, Clinical Laboratory Sciences 

STUDENT ADDRESSES 

Scott VanOrsdol, CLS Class of 2013 

Maria Schweiss, OT Class of 2014 

AWARDS AND SCHOLARSHIPS 

Janice Conway-Kiaassen, PhD, MT (ASCP) SM 
Director, Clinical Laboratory Sciences 

Peggy M. Martin, PhD, OTR/L 
Director, Program in Occupational Therapy 

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS 
Rick Panning, MBA, MLS(ASCP)cM 

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES 

CONFERRING OF DEGREES 

The Honorable Abdul Omari 
Regent, University of Minnesota 

HAIL! MINNESOTA 

CLOSING REMARKS 

Peggy M. Martin, PhD, OTR/L 
Director, Program in Occupational Therapy 



About the Speaker 

Rick Panning 
MBA,MLS(ASCP)cM 

Rick has been involved in the medical 
laboratory profession since 1975. After 
four years as a medical laboratory 
scientist in hematology and coagulation 
at Regions Hospital in St. Paul, he started 
his management career as a Hematology 
Supervisor at St. John's Hospital in St. 
Paul and two years later was promoted to 
Assistant Laboratory Administrator. 

Ric management and leadership career has taken him to North Memorial Medical 
Center as Director of Laboratory and EKG Services, HealthEast as Marketing 
Manager for Laboratory Services, President of Laboratory Services at Fairview 
Health Services, CEO of American Red Cross Blood Services, Vice President of 
Laboratory Services at All ina Health and to his current position as Director of Shared 
Clinical Services at Fairview/University Medical Center. 

Rick has been very involved as an active professional for medical laboratory science, 
including many state, regional and national committees within the American 
Society for Clinical Laboratory Science (ASCLS). He served as ASCLS Minnesota 
state president in 2001-2002, Regional Director on the ASCLS board of directors 
from 2003-2006 and ASCLS national president in 2007-2008. He has also been 
active member in the Clinical Laboratory Management Association (CLMA) and the 
American Association for Blood Banks (AABB). Rick has a specific focus on 
laboratory workforce issues and as part of that has been active in the Health Force 
Minnesota laboratory task force, is the past chair of the national Coordinating 
Council for the Clinical Laboratory Workforce, and is currently the co-chair of the 
Minnesota Laboratory Personnel Licensure Coalition. Rick speaks frequently on the 
topics of workforce issues, government and regulatory issues, and leadership. 

Rick received his Bachelor of Science in Clinical Laboratory Science at Minnesota 
State University, Mankato in 1975. In 1982 Rick received his Master's in Business 
Administration in Healthcare Administration at the University of St. Thomas. Rick is 
currently pursuing his doctorate in business administration at Metropolitan State 
University and writing his dissertation on the topic of laboratory test utilization. 



CLS Awards and Scholarships 

The American Society for Clinical Pathology National Student Honor Award 
This award recognizes student excellence in the laboratory professions. 

The Beckman Coulter Foundation Scholarship is a highly competitive scholarship 
given to students with the greatest potential for success. 

The following scholarship funds were established through the generosity of 
committed alumni and former faculty to help students join the CLS profession. 

Constance Bakken is a 1946 graduate of the program and has been a generous 
supporter ofthe CLS program. 

The Karen Karni Scholarship Fund was established through the generous 
contributions of Constance Bakken to honor the lifework of Dr. Karni, a 1963 
alumna and former instructor in the program. 

Yvonne Chenoweth Cooke was a 1937 graduate of the Medical Technology 
Program who established both a scholarship and endowed professorship. 

The Gonyea-Stewart Scholarship Fund was established in 1986 by former 
professor, Lorraine Gonyea-Stewart, using funds from the sale offerritin she had 
purified. 

The McConnell Scholarship was established in 1992 in memory of Betty Rae 
Kramer McConnell, a 1945 graduate of the Medical Technology Program. 

Abner Neeley was a 1938 graduate ofthe Medical Technology Program, whose 
goal was to support other students gain a similar education to the one he had 
received at the University of Minnesota. 

Our oldest scholarship fund, the William A. O'Brien Scholarship was 
established in 1939 in honor of the first director of Medical Technology to help 
needy and deserving students. 

Distinction Designations in University of Minnesota, Twin Cities Coursework 

Undergraduate students earn degrees "with Distinction" or "with High Distinction" 
based on a cumulative Grade Point Average (GPA) with at least 6o credits 
completed. Students graduating "with Distinction" must have earned a cumulative 
GPA of 3·75 or higher in coursework at graduation; students graduating "with High 
Distinction" must have earned a cumulative GPA of 3.90 or higher in coursework at 
graduation. 



CLS Award and Scholarship Recipients 

AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR CLINICAL PATHOLOGY (ASCP) NATIONAL 
STUDENT HONOR AWARD 
Scott VanOrsdol 

CLS ALUMNI SCHOLARSHIP 
Hassan Jahad 
Sivun Leng 

Mony Mak 
Dalika Tiev 
TamTran 

CONSTANCE BAKKEN SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
Kallie Geissler Estelle Koprowski 

CLARICE OLSON SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
Sotheany Sun 

BECKMAN COULTER SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
Ayla Fish JodiL.Lane 

Ji Hye Park Sexton 
Jannelle Yin 

YVONNE CHENOWETH COOKE SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
Yosef Assefa Nghi Huynh 

GONYEA-STEWART SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
Arnie Chan 

KAREN KARNI SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
David Hudrlik Katelyn Marie Johnson 

MCCONNELL SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
Adam Dokkestul 

ABNER NEELEY SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
Susan Garner 
Hassan Jahad 
Kent Johnson 

Sivun Leng 
Mony Mak 
TamTran 
Gebi Tahiro 

WILLIAM A. O'BRIEN SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
Aleligne Abdissa 
Ashley Brown 

Nasro Nur 
Karen Park 
Malakai Ryker 

Jannelle Yin 

Dereje Tesema 
Ji Hye Park Sexton 
Yaqub A. Shire 
Sotheany Sun 

Katie Shaw 
James Tran 



OT Awards and Scholarships 

The following scholarship funds have been established through the generosity of 
alumni who are committed to helping students achieve their goal of joining the 
profession of occupational therapy: 

The goal of the Borghild Hansen Memorial Fellowship is to award applicants with 
academic excellence in occupational therapy. 

The Richard J. McCauley Fellowship in Occupational Therapy aims to increase 
diversity in the profession of occupational therapy. 

The McCauley, Alumni, and Friends Occupational Therapy Fieldwork Fellowship 
assists second year occupational therapy students in completing the Level II 
fieldwork for a degree in occupational therapy. 

The Marie Louise Wales Fellowship supports students who demonstrate the 
potential to contribute to the health of children through occupational therapy. 

The following fellowships and scholarships were also awarded to occupational 
therapy graduating students: 

Leadership Education in Neurodevelopmental and Related Disabilities (LEND) 
fellowships are granted to graduate students who are committed to improving the 
quality of life for children with neurodevelopmental disabilities and their families. 

The Sunja Klein Ford MOTA Scholarship are given to promising students who 
demonstrate leadership potential within the Minnesota Occupational Therapy 
Association. 



OT Award and Scholarship Recipients 

BORGHILD HANSEN MEMORIAL FELLOWSHIP 
Elizabeth Collins 
Amanda Lingl 
Heidi Heuer 

RICHARD J. MCCAULEY GRADUATE FELLOWSHIP 
Benjamen Kraus 

MCCAULEY, ALUMNI & FRIENDS OT FIELDWORK GRADUATE 

FELLOWSHIP 
Terri Karow 
WillowSvien 

LEVEL II CCR FIELDWORK FELLOWSHIP 
Terri Karow 
WillowSvien 

MARIE LOUISE WALES FELLOWSHIP 
Lauren Mae Sherman 

LEND FELLOWSHIP 
Anna Aslani 

SUNJA KLEIN FORD MOTA AWARD 

Alice Hibma 



Bachelor of Science in 
Clinical Laboratory Sciences 

Aleligne Abdissa Jodi L. Lane* 
Amber Anderson Sivun Leng 
Summer Ali Asamarai Becka Ly 

Yosef Assefa Many Mak 
Stacey Anne Bell Hanna Melaku 
Pavel Bondarenko Dung Nguyen 
Joseph Bondarenko Nasro Nur 
Tatyana Borisova Dennis Ochoki Okindo 
Ashley Brown Karen Park 
Arnie Chan Andrew Rode 
Adam Dokkestul Jill Rollins 
Ayla Fish* Malakai Ryker 
Wondu Galata Ji Hye Park Sexton 
Susan Garner Katie Shaw 

Kallie Geissler Yaqub A. Shire 

Mary E. Gibson Natalie N. Smith 

Laurie Haas Sotheany Sun 

Cheryl Heidbrink Gebi Tahiro 

Kim Hildebrandt Dereje Tesema 

Kelsey Hoen Dalika Tiev 

Jessica Hoffman James Tran 

David Hudrlik TamTran 

Alison Hullsiek Ha Truong 

Nghi Huynh Scott VanOrsdol** 

Hassan Jahad Ibrahim Waaeys 

Katelyn Marie Johnson Jannelle Yin 

Kent Johnson RuiYu 

Estelle Koprowski Abdusalam Yusuf 

Students graduating with Distinction or with High Distinction are indicated with a single or 
double asterisk, respectively, next to their names in the program(*, **). 



Master of 
Occupational Therapy 

Nina Affeldt** 

Anna Aslani** 

Benjamin Barrett 

Joyce Barry 

Sarah Marie Braski** 

Ann Brotzler* 

Mary Beth Brown 

Elizabeth Collins 

Melissa Degen 

Jennifer Delane** 

Lisa Duberowski** 

Mark Falvey 

Melanie Feddema 

Courtney Frank 

Gina Gibson** 

Abby Heiderscheit** 

Sara Renae Hermsen 

Heidi Heuer* 

Melissa Ann Heyrman 

Alice Hibma* 

Terri Karow 

Michelle Kloke** 

Courtney Kral* 

Benjamen Kraus* 

Mary Kruger* 

James Landsberger 

Amanda Lingl** 

Elizabeth J. Martens** 

Allison Mclachlan* 

Hannah McMahon 

Jessica Munsch 

Courtney Nelson 

Lacey Olson 

Brittany Pelto 

Michelle Peterson 

Kimberly Pritchett** 

Sara Louise Schalmo 

Maria Schweiss** 

Lauren Mae Sherman 

Kimberly Stokke 

Willow Svien* 

Kallie Tabor 

Kathleen Thomason 

Emily Wendorff* 

Amber Rae Wortz* 

Carly Ellen Writz 

Students noted with* or** have earned a cumulative GPA greater than 3·75 or 3.9, respectively. 



Professional Oaths 

CLINICAL LABORATORY SCIENCES 

"Upon entering at this time into the practice of Clinical Laboratory Science, I 
accept, with full realization of their implications, the responsibilities associated 
with my profession. To the best of my ability, I will endeavor to 

• Practice, maintain and promote standards of excellence in the art and 
science of my professioni 

• Exercise sound judgment and integrity in the establishment, performance, 
and evaluation of all laboratory testingi 

• Promote the highest standards of care for patients served, and to 
personally demonstrate faithful caring to themi 

• Respect each patient as an individual, remembering the rights of each to 
dignity, privacy, and confidentialityi 

• Establish cooperative working relationships with my colleaguesi 
• Continue to maintain my competence by pursuing appropriate educational 

activitiesi 
• Contribute to the advancement and well-being of the community and 

society as a wholei and 
• Actively demonstrate my commitment to these responsibilities throughout 

my professional life. 

To these principles I hereby subscribe, promising to conduct myself at all times in 
a manner appropriate to the honor of my profession." 

OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY 

"Respectfully and enthusiastically I do hereby promise my whole-hearted service 
to care for those entrusted to me. I assure competence in my work and will strive 
for greater knowledge, skill and understanding in the discharge of my duties in 
whatever role I embrace: practitioner, educator, researcher, or manager. I 
solemnly declare that I will hold and keep sacred whatever I may learn in the 
lives of those I enter. 

In embracing the responsibilities and the challenges of working with persons of 
diverse backgrounds, I will uphold a person's right to self-determination and will 
always endeavor to provide quality care. I pledge from this day forth to forever 
serve ethically and compassionately, and hope for patience, gentleness, and 
understanding in all therapeutic partnerships." 



(Please stand during the performance of the 
University of Minnesota school song) 

Hail! Minnesota 

Minnesota, Hail to thee! 
Hail to thee, our college dear! 
Thy light shall ever be 
A beacon bright and clear. 
Thy sons and daughters true 
Will proclaim thee near and far. 
They will guard thy fame, and adore thy name; 
Thou shalt be their Northern Star! 


