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Landscape Planning 
E. M. HUNT 

A N attractive and comfortable home is the goal of almost everyone, 
regardless of profession or occupation. Because of this universal 

interest in the home, success is often reflected in the quality and appear
ance of the house and its immediate surroundings. 

Although expensive houses are out of the reach of many, beautiful 
homes are not. Attractive and livable homes are dependent to a large de
gree on the effectiveness of the surrounding plantings. A small amount of 
landscape materials, properly arranged, can transform the humblest cot
tage into an enjoyable home of which the owner may well be proud. 

It is the purpose of this bulletin to point out some of the simpler 
principles involved in a good landscape design, and to outline a procedure 
for developing a long-time plan for effectively planting the home. 

WHAT LANDSCAPING SHOULD DO 

The first thing required of a landscape planting is that it enhance the 
appearance of the home. It should add brightness and interest as well 
as blend the house with the earth in such a way that the house appears 
to be a part of the grounds instead of an artificial blemish on the land
scape. 

Convenience is essential to a livable home and can be obtained with
out sacrificing appearance. 

Beauty and convenience combined in a property can not fail to in
crease its value in many ways. Greatest of these is the immeasurable 
satisfaction of living in attractive and comfortable surroundings. 

IS YOUR HOME PROPERLY PLANTED? 

Apply the following test to your home. Unless you can answer 
"yes" to a majority of the questions, something is wrong with the land
scape scheme and a plan of improvement should be prepared. 

Are the buildings and driveways protected from wind and snow by a 
suitable windbreak? (See Extension Bulletin 194.) 

Is the barnyard properly separated from the yard by hedges or other 
"screen plantings"? 

Are unattractive objects, such as clotheslines, woodpiles, and garbage 
cans hidden from the front yard? 

Are visitors led to the front door instead of the back? 

Is there plenty of shade in both the front and back yards? 
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Is the lawn open and inviting, instead of cluttered with bushes and flower 
beds? 

Do the shade trees and foundation plantings "frame" and "dress up" the 
house instead of merely hiding it? 

Is a part of the yard separated from the front and back yards in such a 
manner that it can be enjoyed privately by the family and guests? 
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FIG. 1. COMMON SYMBOLS USED IN LANDSCAPE DRAWINGS 

MAKE PAPER PLANS 

Before actual operations for the improvement of the yard are begun, 
considerable time should be spent in making sketches of the yard and 
the changes proposed. It will be much easier to see and correct mistakes 
on paper than after they have actually been made on the grounds. 

The Original Sketch 

The original drawing, to which improvements are later added, should 
indicate the position of only the permanent objects such as buildings, 
trees, fences, main roads, etc. Use the symbols in figure 1 to indicate 
these objects. 



4 EXTENSION BULLETIN 193 

In order to have the completed drawing represent the true condi
tions, it will be necessary to adhere rigidly to some arbitrary scale. 
Choose a convenient ratio such as 1 inch equals 16 feet or 1 inch equals 
32 feet, and space all the symbols on the drawing accordingly. 

It will be necessary to actually measure the distances on the yard 
and later convert these measurements to inches or fractions of inches on 
the drawing. If the drawing is made on cross-section paper, usually 
obtainable at school supply counters, it can be kept to scale without the 
use of a ruler. 

To simplify the taking of measurements on the yard, it is usually 
advisable to establish a base line on a road, fence, or some arbitrary 
line on the lawn, and make all measurements from this starting point. 
(See fig. 2.) 
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FIG. 2. MEASUREMENTS MADE FROM A BASE LINE ESTABLISHED 

ON A MAIN ROAD 

Drawing in Improvements 

\Vhen the original sketch is completed, you will be in a position to 
analyze the planting needs of the grounds and can begin to draw in the 
improvements. 

Tack the original sketch on a table or drawing board and place a 
sheet of transparent parchment or tracing paper over it. Begin sketch
ing in the rough design of new plantings, new paths, driveways, etc. 
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Show only the general position and size of the new features. Do not 
attempt to show the details of each plant until later. When the design 
seems satisfactory, trace in the lines of the permanent objects and indi
cate the individual plants. 

If desired, a separate tracing can be made to represent the develop
ments to be accomplished in each year, or a separate tracing can be 
made for each area of the yard. Thus several tracings over the original 
plan may make up the complete set of plans. The improvements may 
also be merely added to the original drawing. In detailed plans this is 
not very satisfactory as any mistakes made will have to be corrected by 
erasing or beginning the whole drawing over again. 

A LONG-TIME PLAN IS NECESSARY 

In the development of a home yard, considerable time and some 
expense may be involved. Fear of assuming this extra burden in any 
one year prevents many rural families from making improvements in 
the yard which would be in line with the improvements taking place on 
the farm as a whole. However, since the expected benefits from plant
ing amount to a good deal, it will be worth while to work on the project 
over a period of years. In this case a plan for the ef-ficient spending 
of time and money should be worked out. The plan should provide for 
improvements each year until the desired effect is obtained, without 
incurring too much labor or expense in any one year. 

A "five-year plan," such as the following, will suggest a division 
of the jobs to be done so that the basic improvements will be made first 
and the details added as time goes on. 

THE FIVE-YEAR PLAN 
First Year 

1. Prune or remove old or broken trees and shrubs. 
2. Grade lawn and seed in fall. 
3. Make necessary rearrangements in roads and walks. 
4. Clean up yard and make general repairs. 
5. Plant a suitable windbreak or improve the present one. 

Second Year 
1. Reseed patches of lawn which did not grow the first year. 
2. Plant trees for shade and background. 
3. Plant a few shrubs at important points for screening. 

Third Year 
1. Plant shrubs and perennials in foundation and border plantings. 
2. Make necessary repairs on lawn and replacements of shade trees. 

Fourth Year 
1. Start work on out-door living room. 

a. Construction work on steps, walls, special gardens, or pool. 
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b. Plant shrubbery to fonn background for feature objects. 
2. Add new annual or perennial plants for color effect. 

Fifth Year 
1. Build garden furniture-arbors, seats, etc. 
2. General maintenance and improvement. 

THE PRINCIPLES OF LANDSCAPE DESIGN 

Anyone can, with a little study, readily grasp the fundamental prin
ciples of design. An understanding of these will assist greatly in plan
ning a landscape scheme which is convenient and attractive. 

Division Into Areas 
The grounds around the house, like the house itself, may be thought 

of as being divided into rooms or areas. The division is made on the 
basis of the activities which should normally take place in each part of 
the yard. Each area can be dealt with more or less separately as far 
as landscape considerations are concerned. 

As indicated in the diagrams in figure 3, it is logical to make the 
first division by drawing a line across the yard somewhere near the front 
part of the house, separating the back yard from the front. The area 
into which the front door opens is called the "public area." The "service 
area" constitutes the space immediately around the back door and be
tween the back door and the outbuildings. This leaves a third area, usu
ally toward the back or side of the house which is known as the "private 
area." 

On the working sketch of the yard, these divisions are first indicated 
by lines. Then ovals or circles are drawn inside just touching the sides, 
wherever they seem to fit. The irregular spaces at the margins of the 
ovals can then be shaded in, and we have, roughly, the proper design 
for the planting of trees and shrubs. 

Following the rule of planting most of the plants and shrubs in the 
areas indicated by the shaded portions will avoid the effect of "scat
tering" or "patchiness" which usually results when no plan of design 
is followed. 

It will be necessary to violate the above rule in some cases in the 
placing of shade trees. For determining the proper position for shade 
trees in the front yard, it will be well to follow the suggestion in figure 
4. The house should be framed by the trees rather than blotted out by 
rows in front or single trees on each side of the walk. 

The Public Area 
The public area is so named because it connects the front door with 

the street or driveway and is open to the gaze of the public. If the 
division is properly made by hedge or border plantings, the back yard 
will be at least partially hidden from this point. The public's first 
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impression of the home 
is gained through this 
area. It should be one 
of spaciousness and dig
n i t y, unmarred by 
glimpses of the more 
unsightly objects neces
sary to the service area 
and the barnyard. 

The few plantings in 
front should be simple. 
The area should consist 
mainly of open lawn, free 
from flower beds and 
shrubs. Special features 
such as rock gardens, 
pools, and conspicuous 
flower beds do not belong 
here. The house should 
be the main point of in
terest and should be al
lowed to dominate the 
scene to the exclusion of 
all other feature objects. 
Bright shrubs or flowers 
should not be planted in 
regular beds or rows in 
the middle of the lawn 
but should become a part 
of the foundation or 
border planting. 

The Service Area 
The main purpose of 

the service area is to con
fine such objects as 
clotheslines, garbage cans, 
milk cans, and woodpiles 
to one part of the yard 
where they will not de
tract from the appear
ance of the other areas. FIG. 3. DIVIDING THE YARD INTO AREAS 
Since these articles can 

not be made to look particularly attractive, no great effort toward beau
tification should be made in this area other than neat and convenient 
arrangement. Sufficient trees should be planted to provide shade for 
an outside work table if it is desired. The trees and shrubbery should 
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be so arranged that it will be possible to drive a truck or wagon into the 
area when it is necessary to bring coal, wood, or other supplies to the 
basement entrance. 

The Private Area 
This should be a comfortable secluded area for rest, recreation, and 

the entertaining of friends. If it is to meet these requirements, it must 
have plenty of shade, it must be cheerful and interesting, and it must 
be adequately equipped with tables, chairs, and other outdoor furniture. 

The development of this area, including special features such as 
pools, rock gardens, special flower gardens, seats, and arbors, need 
be limited only by space and the gardener's imagination and energy. 
It will be well, however, to consider carefully each new feature to be 
added in order to avoid stuffiness and confusion of arrangement. 

The Relationship of Areas and the Driveway 
Through observation of figure 5 it is obvious that although each area 

is a separate unit, there is a definite relationship between it and the 
rooms of the house. The public area must necessarily be at the front of 
the house. Similarly, the service area and the objects in it, to be con
venient, must be near the back door and the out-buildings. 

To insure this relationship in a plan, it is well to consider the drive
way before a division into areas is attempted, as a rearrangement of the 
driveway may be necessary. The importance of the driveway in pre
venting the back yard from becoming the public area is evident upon 
examination of figures 6 and 7. 

Foundation Planting 
The planting around the base of the house is one of the most im

portant in the landscape scheme. Its purpose is often misunderstood. 
The object of the foundation planting is not particularly to hide the 
foundation, but to blend the house with the lawn. Most of our houses 
are too tall and box-like. They appear to have dropped from the sky 
and do not have the proper intimate relation· with the lawn and the 
plantings on it. This appearance can be overcome somewhat by ade
quate comer plantings. The harsh angle produced where the wall meets 
the ground should be softened by a planting which outlines a curve con
necting the vertical with the horizontal line (See fig. 8). In order 
to obtain this curve, it may be necessary to extend the plantings six to 
eight feet from the corners of the building. 

It is not necessary to plant solidly across the remaining wall. Groups 
of shrubs may be used at various points, leaving spaces between where 
the wall can be seen. To avoid monotony, the heights of the shrubs 
should be varied. The variation should conform to, or harmonize with, 
the lines of the house. Instead of covering the windows with shrubs 
which are too tall, low ones which will reach only to the lower part 
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should be planted. Higher shrubs can be planted where there are tall 
upright lines made by corners and doorways. 

The doorway is the most important point in the public area. Be
cause of its importance it should be "emphasized" by drawing attention 
to it. Emphasis on any point can be gained by arranging the planting 
in such a way that the observer's attention is directed to the point first 
before being allowed to wander elsewhere. The easiest way to place 
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FIG. 4. PROPER PLACING OF SHADE TREES TO FoRM A BACKGROUND AND TO 

FRAME THE HousE 
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emphasis on the doorway is to make the plants around it stand out from 
the rest of the planting by differences in height, shape, or color. 

Interest and brightness may be added to the foundation planting by 
grouping annual or perennial flowering plants along the outer margin. 
They should be arranged in irregular masses in front of the background 
provided by the taller shrubs. 

Borders and Hedges 
Division of the yard into areas and the separation of theseareas is 

usually accomplished through the use of plants arranged in borders, 
hedges, or irregular masses. Where space permits its use, the combina
tion shrub and perennial border is probably the most satisfactory. It 
presents a very natural, informal appearance and provides a suitable 
background for special feature objects. In planting a border, tall shrubs 
are placed at the back In time these become bare and open at the bot
tom and are therefore "faced" with a row of intermediate size directly 
in front of them. The intermediate shrubs may in turn require facing 
with still smaller ones or with perennial or annual material. Such a 
border when complete may occupy a space 12 to 20 feet in width. 

In yards where there is not sufficient space for a border, a hedge 
requiring only 3 to 6 feet may be used. However, hedges do not lend 
themselves to informal design as well as borders. The appearance of a 
hedge is necessarily more stiff and artificial, especially if trimming or 
clipping becomes necessary. Low hedges are useful in indicating divi
sions or boundaries where it is not desirable to shut the vision off 
entirely. 

In areas where space is extremely limited, materials used for screen
ing undesirable views and making divisions should take up no more 
ground than is absolutely necessary. Vines trained on a trellis or fence 
will serve very effectively in such cases. 

Walks 
Walks have two important functions in a landscape scheme. They 

should provide a safe and convenient surface for walking, and they 
should lead people to, or attract attention to, interesting features of the 
landscape. 

No attempt should be made in the construction to draw attention 
to the walks themselves. Adding bright colors by means of coloring 
matter in the cement and arranging flowers or unusual stones in rows 
along the edge usually result only in distracting attention from the 
interesting features which really merit attention. 

Whether or not a walk should be curved is a problem individual to 
each landscape. Curves necessary to avoid permanent objects, to avoid 
steep grades, or to follow the general lines of a border or area are 
justified. Only gentle, graceful curves should be used, however. Walks 
with too abrupt lines lose their utility, attract attention to themselves, 
and thus perform none of the functions for which they were intended. 
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FIG. 5. THE RELATIONSHIP OF AREAS IN A FARMSTEAD PLAN 

FURNITURE AND ACCESSORIES 

Making a yard comfortable and attractive requires a certain amount 
of furniture and other accessories. Good taste is just as essential in 
choosing these articles as it is in selecting furnishings for the house. 
Chairs and seats for the lawn should be of simple and sturdy construc
tion. Obviously artificial objects, such as iron deer, gaudily painted 
birds and animals, and ornate fountains or benches, are not in keeping 
with the desired simple outdoor atmosphere. Flower beds inside auto
mobile tires, watertanks, and similar man-made objects are discordant 
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notes which defeat the original purpose of restoring the landscape to a 
restful, natural appearance. 

The private area will, in most cases, contain more special features 
than the other areas. Besides furniture needed to make it comfortable, 
rock gardens, pools, arbors, and specialized flower gardens may be a 
part of its development. It should be remembered that few of these 
features are a complete unit in themselves. Each one requires a setting 
or background to be provided by the contours and plantings of the 
area. Caution must be used, then, to select only those objects which will 
harmonize with the general atmosphere of the grounds. 
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FIG. 6. GooD DRIVEWAY ARRANGEMENT 

Convenient parking- space, walk, and screen planting- encourage the use of the 
front door. 
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FIG. 7. POOR DRIVEWAY ARRANGEMENT 

People are led directly to the back door because of the lack of a convenient 
stopping place in front. 
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PLANT MATERIALS 

As mentioned in the previous discussion, pleasing design is depend
ent to some extent on the use of plants of various sizes and forms. 
Space does not permit a discussion here of the appearance and culture 
of the hundreds of tree, shrub, and flower varieties which might be 
used. However, the following lists, in which plant materials are ar
ranged according to height, will suggest some of the materials com
monly used. 

Large Trees for Shade, Background, and Framing 

American elm 
Chinese elm 
Green ash 
Silver maple 
Weir's maple 
Schwedler's maple 

Norway maple 
Sugar maple 
Basswood 
Honey locust 
Hackberry 

Black walnut 
*Oaks 
tLombardy poplar 
tBolleana poplar 
Butternut 

• Suitable when native, but too slow-growing for planting purposes. 
t Good for framing and background, not suitable for shade. 

Large Evergreen Trees for Shade and Background 

White pine 
Ponderosa pine 
Scotch pine 

Austrian pine 
Colorado spruce 

White spruce 
Black Hiiis spruce 

Medium or Small Trees for Limited Space 

Mountain ash 
Ornamental crabapples 
Birches 

Amur maple 
Golden willow 

Russian olive 
Laurel leaf willow 

Tall Shrubs for Borders, Informal Hedges, Screens, and Foundation Plantings 

Tartarian honeysuckle 
Common lilac 
Chinese Iilac 
] apanese lilac 
Siberian pea tree 
Big scentless mock orange 

Sweet mock orange 
Red osier dogwood 
High-bush cranberry 
Wahoo 
European burning bush 

American arbor vitae 
*&d cedar 
Tamarisk 
]uneberry 
Purple-leaved plum 

* Alternate host for cedar apple rust. Should not be planted within one-half mile of apple 
trees. 

Alpine currant 
Japanese barberry 

Shrubs for Low Trimmed Hedges 

Dwarf pea shrub *Lodense privet 

* Tender. \Vinterkills considerably some years. 
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FIG. 8. DESIGN OF A FOUNDATION PLANTING TO "TIE" THE HOUSE IN 

WITH THE GROUND 

Medium Shrubs for Borders and Foundation Plantinqs 

Lemoine mock orange 
Bridal wreath spirea 
Garland spirea 
False spirea 
Cotoneaster 
Ninebark 
American elder 

Scarlet elder 
Alpine currant 
Flowering currant 
Flowering plum 
Russian pea tree 
Morrow's honeysuckle 
Hills of snow hydrangea 

P.G. hvdrangea 
Rugosa rose 
Red-leaved rose 
Grey-stem dogwood 
Sumac 
Arrow wood 

Low Shrubs for Foundation Plantinqs and Facinqs 

Anthony Waterer spirea 
Froebel's spirea 
Japanese barberry 
Snow berry 

Coralberry 
Pfitzer's juniper 
Savin juniper 

Andorra juniper 
Mugho pine 
Prostrate juniper 
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Woody Vines for Fences, Trellises, Arbors, or Walls 

Engelmann ivy 
Virginia creeper 

Russian pea tree 
Siberian pea tree 
Alpine currant 

Grape 
Rambler roses 

Shrubs for Trimmed Hedges 

Cotoneaster 
*Common buckthorn 

Clematis 
Bittersweet 

Morrow's honeysuckle 
Tartarian honeysuckle 

* Alternate host for oat crown rust. Should not be planted in rural areas. 

Herbaceous Vines for Fences, Trellises, Arbors, or Walls 

Morning glory 
Wild cucumber 

Matrimony vine 
Creeping juniper 

Scarlet runner bean Cypress vine 

Shrubs and Vines for Ground Cover 

Vinca minor Wild cucumber 
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