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David Feinberg with drawing contributions from Tibetan Survivor: Dorjay Sakya 
and artists: Caroline Kent, Malorie Binn, Veronica Williams, Lauren Haberly, and 
Jamie Winter Dawson 
 
At the beginning of the first interview with Dorjay, we asked him what his favorite color 
was. He said he didn’t have one, but when asked to choose from red, yellow, or blue, 
without hesitation he chose blue. The first image he put onto the canvas was the 
mountains. Mountains were the one thing Dorjay missed the most about Tibet. As the 
interview continued, we learned that he was in Lhasa, Tibet during the uprising in 
September of 1989.  
 
Right outside his hat shop, in the market, the Chinese military arrived in trucks. Shots 
rang-out as Tibetan civilians became the immediate target of the Chinese soldiers. In the 
confusion of the event, people could not discern where the bullets were coming from.  
Tear gas was thrown into the crowds and as people covered their faces the Chinese 
threw large rocks down on them. Dorjay knew he had to make a decision. He could get 
involved and help his people, or he could stay behind to care for his ailing mother. For a 
split second, he paused; he then knew he had to help the injured and dying people right 
at his doorstep.  
 
A photograph of Dorjay’s mother and father was chosen for the painting. His father is 
wearing traditional attire and a typical Tibetan hat. All of the artists including Dorjay 
made drawings of hats that Dorjay still owned from his shop. He then chose from these 
drawings which ones should appear in the painting. On the right side of the piece, an 
arbitrary mark was made with blue paint and Dorjay interpreted it as incense. This 
reminded him of the incense that his people would burn on religious pilgrimages into the 
mountains. Dorjay wrote “Good Wishes” in Tibetan in the center of the canvas, and 
below it, there is a photograph of a house similar to the one he lived in. To this day, 
Tibetan houses are being torn down and replaced with modern Chinese-style apartment 
buildings. 


