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EDITORIAL 

BOYS' AND GIRLS' CLUB WORK 

Boys' and Girls' club work has 
become a permanent feature of our 
educat1onal system. The industrial 
contests organized about ten years 
ago have done a great deal. to create 
interest in industrial educat1on. The 
elements of agriculture, horne eco
nomics, and manual training are n.ow 
taught in nearly all of our best h1gh 
schools and graded schools. The 
boys' and girls' club work has been 
found to be a splendid connecting link 
between the classroom work and the 
horne The club work interests the 
fathers and mothers in the school by 
using the simple horne duties as im
portant factors in the training of the 
children while the boys are made to 
learn th~t their part of the horne work 
is really worth while. The contest 
demands the actual doing of things 
under horne conditions. It interests 
many in the individual importance of 
a horne project. 

It is a good thing for our young 
people to hear of things well done by 
some one else and to feel that by 
doing their work well they will help 
others. When a boy performs his 
task alone, he is likely to put forth 
his best efforts, if it is the result of 
awakened interest Th1s 1s one of 
the great principles of club work. 
There 1s a strong campaign on for 
cooper tion along all }ines af!d boys 
and girls like to orgamze. W1se par
ents and teachers can use this fact 
to g od advantage m this work. 

A boy ' orn club may take the 
place o he l!ang. The girls' bread 
'"""-"'~!: c\ub w\\\ p,\'1<' the g\r\s som -
tUlJJ I ll au 'u d uu·n \ "J ,. 

of th( y ' orn clubs of Ia t year 
produced splendid results in gettmg 
the boys tog ther. The agricultural 
men of Blue Earth County had four 
boys' corn clubs which are worthy to 

model for otfH>r parts of the 
State. These clubs brought th«; boys 
together and gave them sornethmg to 
do during a large part of the year 
while they were growing the1r acres 
of eorn After the corn was harvest
ed. they orgamzed as a seed corn 
club and sold the seed corn as a 
club 

The high-school agricultural man 
has an unusually good opportunity for 
organizmg club work in a cornrnu
mty, through his s~ort-course cla~s, 
which usually conststs of splendid 
young fellows representinJ!t a fairly 
large part of the cornrnumty. Many 
of the men have organized the short
course classes as county boys' clubs, 
with the plan that each boy serve ~s 
a leader in his own neighborhood m 
orgamzmg the local club. Some of 
the places where thi• plan has been 
tned with splendid results are Ben
son Rush City, and St. Peter. Lead
ership is one of the big results of 
clu~ work and this is an excellent 
way of getting it 

Contests Teach the Value of 
United Effort. 

Contests also develop community 
pride and foster a spirit of loyalty by 
interesting many in local projects. 
The boys' corn club, orgamzed to 
have eac.h member grow an acre of 
the best corn, possibly develops the 
same spirit as the baseball cl1:1b and 
in th1s way makes a cornrnumty ap 
predate the value of work well done 
Examples of this may be found in 
the different communities of the State 
where certain contests were very suc
cessful last year. The community 
around Excelsior, where the champion 
corn-grower of last year's contest 
showed his splendid results, is thor
oughly wide-awake to what this work 
means and proud of what Lynn Har
rison did. All the other boys in this 
county are anxious to do just as well. 

The lesson on corn from the book 
is abstract; but this knowledge ap
plied to the growing of the best acre 
of corn makes it real. It means a 
good deal for a boy to plan the work, 
prepare the ground, get good seed, 
and plant, cultivate, and harvest his 
crop. He is led to study corn from 
all available sources. He begins to 
realize the value of his schoo1 work 
in the subject and connects the horne 
work with what his teachers are giv
ing him. Several boys in the contest 
last year had the misfortune to have 
cows, hogs, or chickens destroy their 
corn, and realized as never before, 
what ownership means. One little 
girl, taking part in the poultry con
test, had her finest chick taken by a 
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cruel hawk. She cried for a w u e 
day as tf her heart would break. 
Hawks had taken a great many chick· 
ens from her mother's flock every 
year without affecting the girl, but 
this was her flock and it meant a 
great deal to her. 

The boys' and girls' club projects 
for Minnesota, for 1914, in which 
there is a state-wide interest, are the 
Boys' Acre Yield Corn-Growing Con
test and the Girls' Bread-Making Con
test. These contests are limited to 
boys and girls between the ages of 
10 and 18 years. The corn contest 
is limited to boys. Every boy must 
plan, plant, cultivate, and harvest from 
one to four acres of corn. From the 
four acres, one is selected as the con
test acre. He must also keep a record 
of all expenses. The yield of dry 
corn counts 60 per cent; the financial 
statement showing the economy of 
production, 20 per cent; and the story 
of "How I Grew My Acre of Corn," 
20 per cent. State prizes amounting 
to $800 will be awarded. The high
school agricultural men are in gen
eral taking hold of this contest en
thusiastically. Murray and Yellow 
Medicine counties have added a pig
contest feature, while several other 
agriculturists have varied the contest 
in other ways to suit local needs. 

In all this work, the local contest 
and exhibit are the most valuable 
part. It is a splendid plan to have 
a local exhibit, either as a separate 
school fair or as a part of the county 
fair, the boys and girls taking part 
in this club work. 

The bread-making contest is limited 
to gtrls. The teachers of horne eco
nomiCs in the high schools can do 
a good deal by encouraging their 
girls to tak'e part in this contest. In 
the br ad-making contest, the girls 
are encouraged to take part in the 
home work by being required to hake 
brea<l at home at least six brnes, and 
to report on this work, which counts 
30 points on the final score. Indi
vidual as well as club prizes are given 
to encourage mdividual efforts, and 
at the same time to teach the girls 
\\" value t T to \ h r T • h 

lu rn t r a sp c al <h'll on tra 
tion und r the t th t her 
or some other leader, who reports on 
the club efforts. Each club is re
QUired to report its organization and 
the names of members and officers, 
whiCh makes them feel tliat they are 
working together This will encour 
age community spirit and develop an 
mterest in the activities of the young 
people on the . part of the parents. 
Each girl makes her best loaf of 
bread as a final exhibit to be sent 
to the University to be judged, and 
also gives a short account of her club 
work in the contest, taking as her 
subject, "How I Learned to Make 
My Loaf of Bread." Many of the 
home-economics teachers have al
ready organized clubs among the 
members of their classes, feeling that 
this contest makes a point in their 
teaching, especially on the subject of 
bread, and helps connect the school 
work with the home work. The con
testants are divided into two classes 
-one for girls in high, graded, and 
consohdated schools having a special 
teacher in horne economics, and the 
other for girls from schools havmg 
no special teacher in this subject. 

Many of the agricultural men are 
taking up different lines of contest 
work. Bemidji, Rush City, Koochich
ing County, and others have reported 
splendid plans for poultry contests. 
The poultry work is one of the best 
lines of club work for the younger 
boys and girls, and can be made to 
mean a good deal tor a community. 
At a very small cost, settings of pure
bred eggs will be distributed in th1~ 
way and thus a great many people 
will become interested in getting 
pure-bred poultry. In several places, 
the contestants are required to keep 
poultry records and special prizes are 
given along this line. Park Rapids 
and Cloquet are doing excellent work 
in a home-garden contest, in which 
children are encouraged to have a 
share in the horne garden. Good seed 
is given, or sold at a small cost. Next 
fall the children will exhibit at a local 
fair for which business men have 
raised the premium fund. Potato 
contests have been organized in Cook, 
Koochiching. Beltrami, Pennington, 
and Yellow Medicine Counties. Girls' 
tomato-growing contests have been 
organized in several places, as special 
work for the girls. 

Nearly every county fair premium 
list has a department for the boys 
and girls of the community. This is 
a very good feature of the club work 
and should be supported by the spe
cial teachers of the high schools. In 
the club work, prizes are necessary 
in order to create an interest, but we 
are gradually getting away from the 
idea that the premium is the most 
important part. An effort should he 
made to make the boys and girls feel 
that the prize is but a small part of 

the value ot the contest. Cash prizes 
are .not the best form to be given. 
Prizes of pure-bred live stock, ma
chinery, short courses, trips, agricul
tural books, and other things of this 
kind are preferable. Jackson County 
reports offering a pure-bred Holstein 
calf as first prize in their corn contest. 
Their other prizes are pure-bred live 
stock, and machinery, with small cash 
prizes. In order to make club work 
successful, we should attempt to keep 
in close touch with the boys and girls 
who enter these contests. There 
should be a great deal of "follow-up" 
work. A circular letter or personal 
vis1t now and then will mean a great 
deal for a boy who is taking part in 
the contests. 

0. H. Benson of the United States 
Department of Agriculture, Washing
ton, D. C., has ~eneral supervision of 
the boys' and gtrls' club work in the 
northern states and a great many 
valuable bulletins on different cluh 
projects may be secured by addressing 
him. The Agricultural Extension Di
vision of the University of Minnesota 
also has a number of circulars and 
bulletins on contest work.-T. A. 
Erickson. 

HIGH-SCHOOL CORN- AND 
STOCK-JUDGING CONTEST 

The Visitor is indebt<.. ~ P. E. 
Miller of the West Central S~;hool of 
Agriculture for the following account 
of a contest held at Morris: 

"The West Central School of Agri
culture of the University of Minnesota 
conducted the Second Annual Minne
sota High-School Corn- and Stock
Judging Contest on March 12 and 13. 
Seven western Minnesota high schools 
were represented-those of Canby, 
Benson, Wheaton, Beardsley, Her
man, Alexandria, and Villard. A team 
of three represented each school and 
the two days' competition was for a 
stlver trophy cup offered by the West 
Central School of Agriculture The 
cup must he won two years out of 
three by the same school before 1t 
'lecomes tht• p rm nent r pe y of 
tllc • cup. ' 

"The first day f the contest was 
devoted to coru-judgm Eight 
classes of white and yellow dent corn 
were judged and the reasons for plac
ing were gtvetl orally before E. C. 
Davis of the Coll,•ge of Agriculture 
who served as judge tor the corn 
work. The second <lay of the contest 
was devoted to the ju<igmg of live 
stock. In this division K. F. Warner 
of the College of Agriculture served 
as judge. A total of 1,500 points was 
the possible score, 600 being on corn 
and 900 on live stock. 

"The ranking of the teams was as 
follows: 
Villard . . . ........... 1,211.2 points 
Herman 1,148 " 
Alexandria ........... 1,105.7 
Canby . . . 1,089.7 
Wheaton ............. 1,068.7 
Beardsley 1,031.5 
Benson . . . . . . . . . . . . . 913.2 

"Thursday evenmg the visiting 
teams were ntertained by the School 
of Agriculture with a program ap
propriate to the occasion. The Agri
cultural School acted in the capacity 
of host for the visiting schools and 
furnished all judging material and 
accommodations for the visitors. 

"Keen interest was manifested in 
the judging and it was the concensus 
of opinion among the judges that very 
excellent work was done by practi
cally all contestants, showing good 
training and careful work. 

"The following agricultural m
structors coached and accompanied 
their teams: B. Ostrolenk, Canby; E. 
S. Miles, Villard; H. L. Popenoe, 
Alexandria; W. J, Rupert, Wheaton; 
C. H. Schoprneyer, Beardsley; A. Z. 
Arehart, Benson; W. E Watson, Her
man. 

"The contest of last year was also 
a decided success. Inter-colle~iate 
<"ontests of this kind have been held 
for several years. but their introduc
tion into the secondary schools is an 
innovation. While these two contests 
have reallv been experiments. they 
have terminated so successfully and 
such splendid work has been done 
that their future is now assured and 
each year will see an a11nual High
School Corn- and Stock-Judging Con
test at the West Central School of 
Agriculture, at Morris. 

"Commenting on thE' contest, sev
eral instructors remarked that their 
pupils had received much valuable 
training in working for the team and 
all were anxious for a bigger contest 
next year." 

THE TRAVELER 

B. M. Gile, who is in charge of th~ 
agriculture in the Bemidji high school 
is organizing poultry clubs among tht 
grade pupils in the city and in tht 

adjacent rural sc hoots. The local fair 
board has offered forty-four prizes for 
chickens raised by pupils between the 
ages of ten and eighteen years. Mr. 
Gile is also plannin~ to hold a poultry 
show in the school gymnasium in De
cember. To assist the pupils who do 
not have facilities at their homes for 
hatching eggs the school board has 
offered to furnish three incubators 
which will be kept under the control 
of the school. The eggs will be 
hatched free of charge. The children 
are entering into the work with a 
great deal of enthusiasm. 

ELIMINATING THE GOPHER. 

The latter part of April and the 
first week in May IS the best time 
to get rid of the gophers in and 
around the field that is to be planted 
to corn this year. Poisoned corn is 
good bait By laying the first bait 
about the middle of April; the second 
near the end of the month, and a 
third during the first week in May, 
the gophers should be pretty well 
eliminated by corn-planting time The 
poisoned corn may be prepared as fol
lows: In a quart of hot water dis
solve one-fourth of the amount of 
strychnine contained in a one-eighth 
ounce bottle. After the strychnin 
is dissolved and the water IS cool 
as much corn may be put in as the 
solution will cover. If less corn than 
that is needed, put in about what will 
go around. Leave the corn in the 
solutiOn twenty-four hours, then re
move it, saving the solution that was 
not taken up by the corn for use a 
little later. 

If all of the gophers are not killed 
off before the corn is planted, then 
corn soaked twenty-four hours in the 
strychnine solution mentioned abov 
may be planted thicker than usual i1 
a few of the outside rows. In a recen 
trial at University Farm, corn soaked 
in a strychnine solution for twenty 
four hours germinated just as well a 
corn that was soaked in pure wate 
for the same length of time, or a 
corn that was not treated at all. If 
the gophers are not out of the way 
by corn-planting time, this method 
should be given a trial. It will help 
you get a better stand of corn, which 
means a higher yield. The planter 
will have to be regulated so as to 
give the desired drop of the soaked 
corn. Strychnine is a deadly poison 
and should be handled with the great
est care. Keep the strychnine solution 
and the corn while it is soaking, and 
afterwards, out of reach of childre 
and all domestic anirnals.-A. 
Arny. 
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COMING EVENTS 

SUMMER SCHOOL COURSES. 
The regula annual summer session 

of the College v1 Ag-riculture will oc
cur at University Farm, June 15 to 
July 24, 1914. 

Opportunity will be given at this 
time for regular college work in agri~ 
culture and horne economies. Seven
teen different courses in agriculture 
nd ten in horne economics will be 

offered at that time for college credit. 
The college class work will start 

promptly on June 15, registration be
mg completed on Friday and Satur
day, June 12 and 13. 

Up to the limit of the accommoda
tions, board and room can be had at 
~he C:ollege of Agriculture by apply
mg m advance to J. M. Drew, 
Registrar. 

In addition to the regular college 
work there will be special lectures by 
Dr. Eugene Davenport, Dean of the 
College of Agriculture, University of 
Illinois, during the week beginning 
June 29; a similar course by Dr. P. P. 
Claxton, Commissioner of Education 
of the United States, during the week 
beginning July 13, and an additional 
course by different men of national 
reputation who will be present at the 
National Education Association dur
mg the week beginning July 6. 

The high-school agricultural in
structors of Minnesota will also have 
a spec1al convention during the week 
beginning July 20. buring this time 
they will discuss their work and take 
some additional class-room work in 
ubjects peculiar to Minnesota condi
IOns. These classes will be taught 

by the members of the college faculty. 
During the same week, from July 

10 to 25, the horne e1.onornics teachers 
of the high schools of the State will 

Is<;> hav.e a convention, the plan of 
wh1ch w1ll be about the same, that is 
p rt of each day will be devoted t~ 
spec1al class-room work taught by the 
home economics teachers of t he col
lege and a pa rt devoted to confer 
nces upon the work as they End it 
J. .... u 

f co 1 ~ a d 1 ch \ 
lany teach r of econdary schools, 
•rincipals of schools, and regular cQ\
e~e students, will take advantage of 
h1s opportunity ac; they have done 
'uring former summers 

Those who are interested should 
Wt'it~ to Prof ssor A. V. Storm, Di
rector of the Summer Session, for 
further and more complete informa
tion. 

NEWS 
R. V. Brown, ;,ssista in the agri

cultural department of the high school 
at Albert Lea, has resigned to enter 
commercial work. He is succeeded 
by C. L. Yule from the Wisconsin 
College of Agriculture. 

J S. Klinka of L1ttle Falls has been 
elected to a pos1t1on as county agent 
in Wisconsin. He will leave his pres
ent pos1tion August 1. 

The Minnesota Association of High 
School Agricultural l nstructors held 
its fourth annual meeting at the Col
lege of Agriculture, March 27 and 
28. The sessions were devoted to 
the discussion of problems connected 
with extension and class-room work. 
Seventy-seven of the one hundred 
thirty-six instructors were in attend
ance. The officers elected for the 
ensumg year are: President, A. M. 
Field, Northfield; vice-president, A. J, 
Olson, Waseca; secretary, W. ]. Cor
win, Grand Rapids; Treasurer, W. E. 
Hedgcock, Albert Lea. 

W. W. Schmitt, agricultural in
structor at Bagley, 1s m the hospital 
at Bemidji with inflammatory rheu
matism. R. M. Day, a graduate of 
Ames, is in charge of the work at 
Bagley during Mr. Schmitt's absence. 

C. L. McNelly, who has been in 
charge of the agriculture in the Will
mar high school for several years, 
has resigned. He will begin farming 
at the end of the school year. H. L. 
Popenoe, of Alexandria, will go to 
Willmar. 

NOTICES OF INDUSTRIAL 
LITERATURE 

The Folk High Schools of Den
mark, by L. L. Friend. Issued by the 
United States Bureau of Education, 
Washington, D. C. Free. A descrip
tion of the organization, courses of 
study and work of the folk high 
schools. The author makes the fol
lowing statement in his introduction: 
"My own feeling after visiting Den
mark and making a serious study of 
the folk high schools and their meth
ods is that they have some very 
practical suggestions to offer us for 
the improvement of rural education 
in this country." 




