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Th is issue of The Visitor is dedicated to the memory of Dexter D . Mayne. He 
was a member of the Agricultural Education Department and a member of The 
Visitor staff. The commemorative tributes are representative of various groups with 
whom Mr. Mayne had established friendly contacts. 

A. ~1. FIELD 

DEXTER DWIGHT MAYNE 

Born to Reverend icholas and Mary Elizabeth Mayne on May q, r863, a son, 
Dexter Dwight, who was to become a vital force in the educational development of 
the nation. Around his birth-place, Beetown, \Visconsin, he spent his early childhood 
days, the family moving to Platteville when Dexter was four years old. At Platte
ville he attended the public schools and the State Normal School, being graduated 
from the latter when he was 20 years old. The year following his graduation from 
the Platteville State Norma l School he served as principal of the public school at 
Fennimore, Wisconsin, going to Elkhorn, \Visconsin, the following year where he 
remained for five years. While at Elkhorn he was married to Nella G. Coman of 
Spring Prairie, Wisconsin, and to this union were born four children, James, Mac, 
Dexter and ella. From 1889 to 1893 he was superintendent of schools at Fort 
Atkinson, going from there to Janesville where he was principal and superintendent 
of schools for eight years. In 1901 he became superintendent of schools at Ishpeming, 
Michigan where he remained for one year. In 1903 he accepted the call to his great
est life's work, the School of Agriculture of the University of Minnesota, a position 
which he occupied up to the time of his death, December 14, 1929. It is at the School 
of Agriculture that his genius flowered, and grew to a fulness that made that institu
tion the outstanding one of its kind in the world. In it he lived, to it he gave his life. 
and it stands today as a memorial of achievement and unse lfish devotion dedicated 
by thousands of grateful and loving hearts, to whom he had shown the way of success 
and happiness. 

To Professor Mayne the problem of education was the problem of enriching 
the nation's life with minds of maturity, integrity of character, and social sympathy. 
He inaugurated new principles of educational contact which now constitute the very 
core of the School of Agricu lture, and which have served as foundation stones for 
similar educational institutions throughout the world. He was born to fight for the 
goodness which is at the heart of things, and he made it a point to see that goodness 
and develop it. He had the power to arouse and persuade the intellect in the clarity 
and orderliness of his talk, brightened by humor and tingling wit. It seemed to him 
to be his duty to teach, not to tickle mankind. The ambition which made him 
preeminent was the ambition to create new ideals or to re i11 umine old neglected ones. 
Among his greatest mental gifts was the power to look into the future, to assemble 
facts to marshall his propositions in due order, to gener~ l ize fairly and to state his 
interpretations with such clearness and soundness that they sank into minds that 
listened. Mr. Mayne was origina l, fearless, and independent in his thinking and 
men could not frighten, deceive or cajole him. He gave his trust and loyal support 
to those who worked with him, defended them against injustice, and upheld them 
against misrepresentation. Thousands with bowed heads honor his memory, and with 
one voice to a11 time proclaim him a 11101<. 

]. 0. CHRISTIANSON 

Acting Principal, School of Agriculture 
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C01Il\IHlORATlVE TRIBuTES 

Dexter D. Mayne was an extraordinary individual. He ear ly dedicated him
self to serving his fellowmen through the medium of the useful. Born and reared 
in a rm·al community in Wisconsin. he began at an ear ly age to add his limited in
crement to the income of his father's family. He was its principal , and for several 
years its only, financial reliance. As the son of a minister, he was both by heredity 
and environment drawn toward the life of the student. lu common with most young 
men of that period who enjoyed study, he turned to teaching as the most satisfying 
occupation. 

His energy, originality, enthusiasm. cheerfulness, integrity, unswerving loyalty 
to principle, and his ability not only to teach but to organize and manage, advanced 
him rapidly in public school teaching. He was one of the pioneers in placing 
agriculture as a study in the public schools and one of the first to write a textbook 
for public school agriculture. His great interest in the study of agriculture brought 
him to the favorable attention of the authorities of the Un i,·ersity of Minnesota, wh•> 
were searching for a principal of the School of Agriculture. They called Mr. :\1ayne 
to the position in 1903. 

Of the forty-one years this School of Agriculture has existed, the last twenty
six have been under the principalship of Professor 1fayne. No brief sketch can 
adequately portray the degree to which the remarkable success of the School is due to 
the guiding genius of this unusual man. Thousands of students have entered its 
portals, unsophisticated, hesitant, unfamiliar with many features of cou,·entional pro
cedure, and after a few months or years have gone forth to assume sound, sane, and 
altruistic leadership in their home communities. By what legerdemain these trans
formations of personality have taken place cannot be fully told here, but many of 
them if traced to their real beginnings would be found to or iginate in the fertile 
initiative of Dexter D. Mayne. 

A. V. STORM, Professor and Head of the 
Department of Agri cu ltural Education 

For loyalty to his school, interest in his students, and genuine devotion to hi s 
work, no one on the staff of the University of :\{innesota rated higher than Mr. 
Mayne. He was not an idealist merely: he was a practical schoolmaster also. Long
before the scientists in education began talking about obiecti,·cs, Mr. Mayne had a r
ranged programs of instruction. definite and specific in character, with a view to 
training young men and young women for life on the farm. These programs laid 
a basis for understanding and appreciating rural life and improving the economic 
situation of the farmer and his wife. The success which attended Mr. Mayne 's work 
is attested by the respect and esteem that thousands of graduates and former students 
of the School of Agricu lture hear for him. It i~ not that respect which comes from 
fear, nor that .affection whi ch is based upon mere sentiment: it is that respect and 
that affection based upon rugged character. constancy of purpose. diligent devotio1: 
to a task, faithfulness to a program. and an unremitting interest in his academic 
children. 

Lon; s D. CoFHIAX 
President, University of Minnesota 

The elements of geniu s were planted in Professor Dexter Dwight l\Iayne. It 
was not fvr him to follow trodden and beaten path-; in any undertaking. He wou ld 
have been unh<:ppy if he had to do things as other people did them. But he was 
charitable. kindly and patient \\'ith those who failed to move in his direction. There 
fore, he was stimu lating without being offensive. He had great faith in the type 
of education w ith which he \\'as identified and he sought constantly to adapt it to 
the needs of the young people who attended the School of Agriculture. In making 
adaptations he developed many ideas that have become so widespread in the educa
tional system that a large percentage of the public may never know the extent and 
value of the contributions that might \"ery properly be credited to him. 

\V. C. CoFFEY, Dean, Department of 
Agriculture, University of ?\finnesota 
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It was my privilege to serve for ten consecutive years as a member of the 
School of Agriculture staff under Mr. Dexter D. Mayne's principalship. It was 
ever my observation that as an executive he possessed in unusual measure that quality 
which we recognize as social vision; as a supervisor he maintained at all times the 
impersonal ·viewpoint; as a colleague he inspired courage, self-confidence, and happi
ness in his fellow-workers; as a counsellor of youth he has given in a brief interview 
a steadying purpose to hundreds of boys and girls that must continue to bless their 
individual lives. To those of us who were permitted to be his students and hi s 
faculty, 1fr. Mayne"s memory must ever denote "A MASTER TEACHER." 

GEORGINA LoMMI~N, Director Training School, 
State Teachers College, Moorhead, Minn. 

Professor Dexter D. Mayne, student. teacher, thinker. doer, resourceful leader, 
and painstaking follower, was of unusual personality and was intensely loyal to his 
life work-the development program for the Central School of Agriculture. His 
students can truthfully say that he inspired them to Ji,-e bigger and better lives. 

BENJAi\liX F. D UNN 
Teacher of Agriculture, Rochester, Minn. 

Professor Mayne possessed unusual ability in seeking out new methods and 
discoveries which trained scientists were making in their various lines of activity 
and in making the practical application of that which would promote better living. 

He endeavored to train his students to keep alert for new ideas but to hold 
steadfast to fundamental principles and that which was true, looking for the good 
that was in all activities rather than pointing out that which was faulty. 

vVrLLIAM Boss, Professor, Agricultural Engineering 

In the death of Professor D. D. Mayne. the rural people of Minnesota lost an 
able and fearless leader. His unselfish deYotion to the cause of Agriculture was 
an inspiration to thousands of young men and women who attended the Central 
School of Agriculture during his service as Principal. 

His firm conviction that "The School" filled a great need in bringing opportu
nities of education to farm boys and girls C<'.used him to make untold personal sacri
fices as he labored for the welfare of the institution. Never have witnessed greater 
loyalty than he held for his school. 

His going was a great personal loss to me. For fifteen years I had the privilege 
of his advice and counsel. \Vhi le in school. in col lege. in the army, and in the arena 
of politics I carried my problems to him. He caused them to appear simple and easy 
of solution. He was truly a great character. 

VrcroR Cr-rtusTGAC, Congressrr.an, Fi~st District 

No better illustration that a man's works live after him can be found than in the 
life of Professor D. D. Mayne. The thousands of students who came under his 
influence are still active in their communities. reflecting the charactet·, knowledge and 
wisdom he imparted to them. Professor Mayne was a force fot· good. Every 
alumnus and student of the school was his friend. The world is better because he 
lived in it. 

K. ]. HOLMBERG 
State Secretary of Agriculture 

Enthusiasm, generosity and friendliness were strong attributes of Professor 
D. D. Mayne. These characteristics he imparted to his pUIJils and his associates in 
a large degree. His leadership was forceful without being dogmatic and his venture
some spirit en! ivened his lectures and discussions. He was an inspiring teacher anrl 
friend whose influence will long be felt in the lives of those who were privileged 
to know him intimately. 

AKDKEW Boss 
Vice Director. Experiment Station 


