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Taking Advantage of Newspapers and Farm Papers 

The teacher of vocational agriculture 
can perform a greater service to the 
community as well as promote the cause 
nf agricultural education if he is able 
to write agricultural articles that are 
interesting and instructive. 

Most papers are ready to publish news 
items about the school or farm and es
pecially so if the articles contain notices 
of coming events, accomplishments of 
local poeple, timely information for 
farmers, or suggestions which will bene
fit the readers. 

Newspapers and farm papers are the 
·most common mediums through which 
the teacher can reach the school patrons. 
The newspaper may be either the local 
paper published every day or once each 
week, or some city paper which has a 
wide circulation in that district. 

Any article for a newspaper is con
sidered a "story." It is very important 
that the right material is selected, and 
that the story when completed meets the 
requirements of the editor so that it will 
not be necessary for him to reject or 
rewrite it. 

What i~ News? 
One of the things that must be kept 

constantly in mind is that the informa
tion is for a specific group of people. 
After a teacher has made a survey of the 
farms in the district in which he is 
teaching, he has a basis for presenting 
certain facts. To give the enormous 
losses from insects and diseases in the 
United States during the last ten years 
may interest a few people, but the dam
age in your school district will give you 
the basis for your chief problems. There 
may be several thousand boys between 
the ages of I4 and 20 on Minnesota 
farms who are out of school, but the 
same information from the area covered 
by the paper is of more value to the 
editor. 

Another source for a newspaper story 
is the plans for the coming year. Let it 
be known that you are to teach farm 

crops, animal husbandry, etc., and what 
enterprises are to be studied by the boys. 
The difference in the method of pre
senting the work from that of the past 
with special attention to the home project 
plans, will attract attention. Be care£ ul 
not to plan more than you can do or 
have the farmers and school authorities 
expecting too much. 

The time to tell most about a project 
is after it has been completed. The pro
ject is the best source of material for 
your writing. When a boy has accom
plished something worth while let it be 
known. He will be encouraged by see
ing it in print, the editor will be glad 
to publish it, and it will be read by most 
of those taking the local paper. 
Increasing the Importance of News 
Several general factors contribute to 

the value of news and make it worth pub
lishing. First of all it must deal with 
facts and tell the truth. Nothing is 
ever gained by trying to make a record 
appear better than it is or to write on 
the supposition that no one will know 
any better. If a boy has been very suc
cessful in some project, the public wants 
the facts told in a straight, simple way. 

Timeliness is the big thing with many 
papers. They want the news while it is 
news and not after it has already been 
published or spread by other methods. 
Everything is moving too rapidly for 
people to give much attention to any
thiny very long after it has happened. 
In promoting coming events, start long 
enough in advance to keep other affairs 
from being put on the same date, then 
increase the publicity as the even nears, 
getting more specific and going more into 
detail with the last issues. 

With many topics seasonableness must 
be given consideration . The time to give 
methods on insect control is when the 
insects are causing trouble, or when, in 
the life cycle, the remedy will be the 
most effective. The value of selecting 
seed corn in the field should be empha
sized in early fall, and testing for germ-
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ination, in winter before the busy spring 
season. If articles are to be sent to 
farm papers, the necessary time they 
must be received in advance of publica
tion must be found out. 

The amount of interest the readers 
have in a subject will add to or detract 
from its value. It is much easier to in
crease interest in something already 
started than to introduce a new enter
prise. To improve the feeding methods 
of dairy cattle in a dairying region wou ld 
probably be easier than to change the 
farmers from dairying to hog produc
tion. The accomplishments of a boy 
who is well known in the neighborhood 
will attract more attention than the same 
things done by a stranger. Because of 
this, many events which make good stor
ies for a local paper are of no value for 
the larger city paper. The wi1ming of 
the school contest will get space in the 
local paper, the winning of the county 
contest wi ll attract the notice of the 
county papers, the winning of the state 
contest wi ll get the attention of the 
Twin City papers, while the winning of 
a first at the International Livestock 
show will be sufficient for a feature 
article in any of the large city papers 
and farm papers. 

The unusualness of some happening 
may attract attention, although the thing 
in itself may not be of special conse
quence. The interest aroused by a state 
record yield of an acre of corn may be 
used to impress certain points of value 
to the corn growers of the district. 

While the material for a story may 
depend somewhat upon local conditions, 
the method of writing is about the same 
for all newspapers. When you go to 
a new community, make a special effor t 
to get acquainted with the editor. Find 
out how he wants a story prepared, when 
it is acceptable, and how much space he 

can give you. If the superintendent of 
the school does not have space reserved 
in the paper, it may be that you can ar
range for a certain amount of space each 
week. Do not do this unless you know 
you can get your material in on time 
and not cause the editor to be anxious 
about the space being filled. If your 
articles are worth while the editor will 
help you get them published in the city 
papers. 

Value of the Lead 
Remember that the beginning of a 

story must attract the attention of the 
reader and create interest in what is to 
follow. The style must be simple and 
direct with the climax at the beginning. 
This is directly opposed to what you 
have always been told in composition 
writing-that the story should lead up 
to the climax. The beginning of a 
newspaper story proper is called the 
"lead," which generally consists of the 
first paragraph or only the first sentence. 

Leads may be either ( 1) a summary 
lead, (2) a single big fact lead, (3) a 
group fact lead, (4) a freak or an un
usual lead, (S) a direct quotation lead, 
( 6) an indirect quotation lead, ( 7) a 
human interest lead, or (8) a suspended 
interest lead. 

The summary lead is most common 
in newspaper stories and gives in the firs t 
sentence or paragraph the most interest
ing facts of the article. I t answers the 
questions : Who? Which? When? What? 
The fo llowing article from a Twin City 
dai ly illustrates a one-sentence summary 
lead. Notice the development of the 
story. The article can be "cut" at the 
end of any paragraph without affecting 
the meaning. 

so,ooo EGGS VIE FOR POULTRY 
SHOW RANK 

Fanciest Cackles of F armyard Royalty 
Greet Breeders From Fi·.re States· 

at Armory 
" More eggs than Minneapolis ever 

saw at one time before in all the 
city's history, more individual and col
lective cackling and crowing than ever 
has risen over the noises of the city, 
assembled today at the armory, when 
poultry breeders and fanciers of five 
states gathered for the thirty-ninth an
nual show conducted by the Minnesota 
State Poultry Association. 

" In addition to 4000 poultry kings 
and kinglets, queens and princesses, 
the largest number ever assembled 
at a Minnesota show, there were 
nearly so,ooo eggs exhibited in what 
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exhibitors said was the largest egg 
display ever arranged in the North
west. 

"Turkeys, racing pigeons and rab
bits added to the general farmyard 
aspect of the armory. Prizes were of
fered in every class, 39 trophies and 
more than $2ooo in cash awards, in 
addition to scores of mercantile prizes. 

"Sectional meetings of poultry fan
ciers, a poultry short course, in charge 
of N. E . Chapman, director of poultry 
raising courses at University Farm; 
conferences of producers and buyers, 
and meetings of the association are 
on the week's program. 

"Mr. Chapman opened the poultry 
short course today, other speakers in
cluding 0. A. Barton, E. C. Henkel, 
president of the state association; 
Frank Cross, Miss E. L. Cooke, W . 
G. Brierley, T. Kaas and Dr. W. A. 
Riley. 

"The show commemorates the 
seventy-fifth anniversary of the first 
poUltry show conducted in America, 
which was staged at Boston, with 
Daniel Webster among its exhibitors. 
Commemoration of this event is plan
ned as a part of a vaudeville program 
tomorrow night, and at the annual 
dinner of the association, Saturday at 
6:30 p.m. at the A. 0. U. W. hall, 310 
East Hennepin Avenue." 

The nature of a freak or suspended 
interest lead is shown by the following: 

"The famous line from the opera 
'Robin Hood' about the tailor whose 
crossbow shaft killed his favorite pig 
instead of a crow is eclipsed by one 
in a bill introduced in the state House 
of Representatives Monday." 

In the lead be original if possible; 
do not follow chronological order in be
ginning the lead unless there is no other 
way; avoid long and complicated sen
tences; have a variety of sentence struc
tures; do not let insignificant facts creep 
in and detract from the main idea; give 
a bird's-eye view of your story suggest
ing clearly what it is about; remember 
that there is always some one fact or 
group of facts more important or inter
esting than any of the others and that 
this must be featured, and do not neglect 
the "punch." 

Follow the lead with the details or 
account of what happened. Keep the in
teresting part to the front all the time 
so if the reader stops or the story is 
"cut" it will not affect the thought. 

News is good from the editor's point 
of view to the extent that it interests 

his readers. If the owner of the grand 
champion barrow of the International 
Livestock Show lives in a distant state 
it may not attract the attention of most 
local stock raisers, but if ] ohn Short 
of your school with his project pig 
Jumbo should win the same contest it 
will be of enough interest to the local 
paper to give a complete description of 
the care and feeding methods used in 
producing the animal. In either case it 
will furnish the basis of a feature article 
for livestock papers. 

Farm papers may be classified as ( r) 
the general farm paper with most of 
the subscribers in one state or section, 
(2) the special or breed journals, and 
(3) the farm paper with a national Cir
culation. 

Purposes in Writing 
The chief objects in writing for the 

general farm paper should be to be 
of service to your district, to promote 
agricultural education, and to improve 
yourself professionally. Read the paper 
and study the nature of the articles. 
Have something to say and then say it 
in a plain, brief way. The special breed 
papers are pleased to publish accounts 
about animals of the breed which they 
represent. 

Should you wish to write for money, 
it will be necessary to make a more 
careful study of the paper you expect to 
write for and the nature of the articles 
they accept. The news storv will be 
easier but the feature story will be worth 
more financially. It is generally neces
sary to accompany a feature story with 
nhotographs and to he ab1e to write in an 
interesting and a characteristic manner. 
You will be free to use your own style 
if it does not violate any of the regula
ti ons of the paper for which you are 
writing. Many feature articles are 
based upon interviews and the informa
tion used mav have bPen reported in a 
rePUlar news storv but it will increase the 
value of your story to g-ivP new informa
tion. It is the nractice for the author 
to write the headings in feature articles 
but this part of a regular news story 
is clone by someone in the office. 

BUILDING UP A RUN-DQ\Vj\; 
FARM 

Henry C. Lau, in ro years, Transforms 
a Redwood County Farm 

By Don P. Shannon 
"A \i\Tell-Improvecl Farm in Redwood 

County" was the sign under the picture 
of a beautiful farmstead displayed in 
the Redwood county booth in the agri-
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cultural building at the Minnesota state 
fair last fall. It was the picture of the 
farm of Henry C. Lau, president of the 
Minnesota Crop Improvement Associa
tion, and also president of the Tri-County 
Farm Improvement Association of Red
wood, Lyon, and Murray counties. 

"The picture, which is reproduced on 
this page, tells the story of the state of 
improvement of the Lau farm as it stands 
today. It is also indicative of the spirit 
of Henry Lau, a man who believes in 
building up his land, in improving his 
crops and livestock, and whose example 
and constructive leadership are doing 
much to encourage other farmers to fol
low better methods of farming. 

"The picture does not tell, however, 
what this farm was ten years ago when 
Mr. Lau moved onto it. It cannot tell 
the story of how this farm had been 
mined for 30 years before Mr. Lau 
bought it. It does indicate Mr. Lau's 
achievement in building up. a highly pro
ductive farm out of what was once a 
run-down farm." 

This is only a portion of the article, 
which with the pictures covered more 
than a page in "The Farmer" of January 
25, 1925. The part given here is a 
story in itself but it is only the intro
duction to the more detailed description 
of how the farm was built-up and what 
Mr. Lau had to say about it. The writer 
had evidently seen the pictures and 
realized the opportunity for the feature. 
After some practice in writing you will 
see possibilities for stories in happenings 
which otherwise you would not notice. 
The opportunities for directing the read
ers of papers to good farming methods 
by well chosen topics oresented in an 
attracitve way, are unlimited. 

Points to Remember 

In any \vriting it is always well to 
keep in mind : ( 1) that your story must 
be of interest to a large percentage of 
the readers, ( 2) that a speci fie story 
is better than the general story, (3) that 
the farmer knows considerable about the 
farm, (4) that your personal opinion 
must not creep into a news story, (5) 
that the story must be told in just as 
few words as will present the idea clearly 
to the reader. 

Some topics which should generally 
be avoided are: (r) Old subjects, un
less they can be presented in a new way 
or unless they are g-iven from a new 
viewpoint, (2) subjects which require 
too much technical information, (3) sub-

jects which will interest only a few, 
(4) subjects which are general unless 
you can illustrate them by specific ex
amples, and (5) subjects which are di
dactic. 

Suggestions for preparation of copy: 
(I) Use standard size paper 80 by II 
inches; (2) write on one side of the 
paper only; (3) leave wide margins; 
(4) use a typewriter and triple space; 
(5) on the first page begin a third of 
the way from the top. 

D. C. M. 

LIVESTOCK JUDGING CON
TEST 

The plans for the livestock judging con
test for the agriculture departments in the 
state are well under way and the rules for 
the contest have been drawn up by the 
state committee. It is planned to divide 
the state up into four districts and each dis
trict hold a contest for the departreents in 
that section some time in May to be fol
lo.wcd by the state contest in connection with 
the agriculture teachers Short course in June 
at University Farm. The exact dates for the 
district contest have not been set but the dates 
will he arranged by Mr. Calrow from the state 
office. 

The object of the contest is not to see which 
instructor can train the best team in livestock 
judging but to stimulate interest among the 
agriculture students in livestock judging. While 
each instructor can develop some interest in 
the livestock work in his own department, the 
chance to judge in competition with other de
partments in the state for prizes furnishes a 
stimulus that can not be obtained any other 
way. If each instructor takes the opportunity 
offered by the contest to give the students 
something to work for besides the local judg
ing he will undoubtedly secure better results 
with more interest on the student's part. The 
contest will also give some free advertising to 
the work in the state and it can be used locally 
to stir up interest. 

The Farmer has kindly donated prizes for 
the best team and the highest individual. The 
prize for the highest scoring team will be a 
sil\'er loving cup and the prize for the highest 
individual will be a free trip to the Interna· 
tional Li ve Stock Show in Chicago in 1925. 
The district prizes will be left up to the dis
trict committees entirely, as will the classes 
used, breeds, etc. 

It is hoped that the instructors will take an 
interest in the contest and try and make it 
benefit th em as well as make it a success 
throughout the state. A change has been made 
in the rules since they were printed, or, r a ther, 
an error correctPd. The rules read, "Any 
member of a Smith-Hughes, Part-time, or nine· 
months class." This should he changed to 
read, "Any member of a State-Aided or Smith 
Hughes nine-months or part-time class." 

L. A. Churchill, Chairman of Committee. 


