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Introduction 
This Fact Sheet has been prepared by the University of Minnesota to provide an update to the Twin Cities and 
University community concerning the environmental investigation and proposed cleanup of the site for the 
TCF Bank Stadium, future home of the University's Gopher football team. The initial Fact Sheet regarding the 
stadium site was published in August 2005. 

The stadium project involves construction of an approximately 5o,ooo-seat outdoor football stadium, surface 
parking, and related improvements. Additionally, some existing public roadways are being realigned to 
accommodate the project. 

Site location and background 
The TCF Bank Stadium will be on the east bank of the University's 'Rvin Cities campus, in Minneapolis, 
Hennepin County, Minnesota. The project site's boundaries generally coincide with University Avenue to the 
south, Oak Street S.E. to the west, the southern edge of the former railroad yard to the north, and 23rd Avenue 
S.E. to the east. Much of the project site is currently being used by the University for surface parking. From 
approximately the r88os through the mid-1960s, approximately 24 acres of the site were formerly operated 
as a railroad yard by Chicago Great Western Railway Company The land was acquired by the University of 
Minnesota from the railroad in 1990. 

In addition to its use as a railroad yard, the site has had a number of other past industrial uses, including as a 
wood treating facility, a bulk petroleum storage facility, a grain elevator, and an asphalt plant. Most significantly, 
the former Republic Creosoting facility operated on the site from approximately 1903 to 1919. Creosote, 
used as a wood preservative at the time, is no longer commonly used, because of its toxicity to humans. In 
1995, a hot spot containing heavily 
contaminated soil was excavated 
and heated to high temperatures in 
an effort to destroy the petroleum
based compounds. The Minnesota 
Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) 
has now directed the University to 
address remaining soil and groundwater 
contamination associated with 
Republic Creosoting and certain 
other historical releases of hazardous 
substances. 

Site investigation 
activities 
During summer and fall of 2005, 
Wenck Associates, Inc. (Wenck), at the 
direction of the University, conducted 
a study of soil and groundwater at 
the site. The results of the study are 
documented in the Investigation 
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Report (Wenck, October 2005), which has been reviewed and approved by the MPCA. In general, the results 
indicated the railroad yard area had been impacted by isolated releases of petroleum products or fill containing 
low-level polycyclic hydrocarbons typical of ash or other industrial byproducts. Groundwater impacts were 
also identified. Based on the results of the study; the most significant impacts present on the site are those 
associated with the former Republic Creosoting facility. The MPCA requested that the University identify and 
assess potential response action alternatives to address the environmental impacts associated with Republic 
Creosoting, and develop a recommended approach for addressing those and other impacts at the site. 

The proposed cleanup alternatives 
Various response action alternatives were identified in the Feasibility Study (Wenck, September 2006) to 
address the residual soil and groundwater contamination at the site. The alternatives considered ranged from 

"no action" to removal and disposal of contaminated soils at a hazardous waste landfill in another state. The 
alternatives were evaluated based on balancing criteria established through state and federal law. Based on 
a review of the various alternatives in light of those balancing criteria, the recommended response action 
alternative is excavation of contaminated soils and off-site thermal treatment. Selection of this alternative is 
supported by a number of the balancing criteria, including community acceptance, short- and long-term risk, 
cost, and the preference for a permanent solution. The University is preparing a Response Action Plan (RAP) 
regarding the recommended cleanup alternative. The proposed RAP will be submitted to the MPCA for 
review by Friday; October IJ, 2006, and will be made available for public review and comment. 

Community involvement opportunities 
The MPCA will host a public meeting about the Feasibility Study and proposed RAP and accept public 
comments on those documents. The public meeting will be held on November 8, 2006, at University Lutheran 
Church of Hope, 6or- 13th Avenue S.E., Minneapolis, Minnesota. MPCA will accept public comments to the 
Feasibility Study and proposed RAP from Monday; October r6, 2006, through Wednesday; November I), 2006. 
Written comments may be provided to MPCA at the public meeting or by mail or hand delivery to: 

Mr. Wayne Sarappo 
Project Manager 
Remediation Division 
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 
Location: SP-5, po Lafayette Road 
St. Paul, MN 55155 

A Community Involvement Plan and information about the proposed stadium and the environmental review 
process are available at www.umn.edu/stadium/environmentaLprocess.html, as well at the information 
repository established for the site at the southeast branch of the Minneapolis Public Library; 1222 S.E. 4th 
Street in Minneapolis. Library hours are available at www.mplib.org/southeast.asp. 

More information 
Please contact Jan Morlock, Office of University Relations, 6u-624-83r8 or jam@umn.edu. You may also 
contact the following MPCA staff members for further information regarding the site: Lynne Grigor, 6)1-296-
8572, or Wayne Sarappo, 651-296-7297· 
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