
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
 

No October Mailing 
 
 
You may have noticed that you did not receive an October 2003 issue of the MINITEX / OCLC 
Mailing.  We skipped an October issue this year, mainly because OCLC was in a state of flux at 
that time regarding Bits and Pieces, which serves as the source of many of the articles we use in 
our Mailing to help keep you up-to-date with OCLC products and services. 
 
[Virginia Dudley, MINITEX] 
 
 
 

OCLC’s New Web Site 
 
 
OCLC has redesigned its Web site!  Check it out at www.oclc.org.  The new site contains 
everything the old site had, but much has been rearranged.  You may need to redirect your 
bookmarks.  OCLC has also introduced a new service on the site called “Community.”  
Community is a place where librarians can exchange ideas and discuss the latest developments vital 
to libraries of every type and size.  OCLC calls Community a fusion of knowledge, advice and 
camaraderie, and all visitors are encouraged to participate.  You can access Community from the 
home page, or go to: 
 

http://www.oclc.org/community/default.htm  
 
[Virginia Dudley, MINITEX]  
 
 
 

COLLECTIONS AND TECHNICAL SERVICES 
 
 
 

OCLC Connexion Client Interface Now Available 
 
 
The Windows-based client interface to OCLC Connexion is now available!  This first release 
includes interactive online cataloging functionality along with macros and labels.  Much more will 
be added to the client in future phases, including a macro recorder, additional authorities 
functionality, local files, and batch processing.   
 

http://www.oclc.org/community/default.htm


The client software is available for free download to OCLC Cataloging members from the 
Connexion client Web site at: 
 

http://www.oclc.org/connexion/interface/client/default.htm  
 
You can download and begin using the client with your existing cataloging authorization and 
password.  The Web site also includes a tutorial, documentation, a list of upcoming enhancements, 
and tips to help Passport users migrate. 
 
Connexion is OCLC’s flagship cataloging service, a powerful, flexible suite of tools with built-in 
access to WorldCat, the world’s largest bibliographic database.  Users now have two Connexion 
interfaces to choose from:  the new Windows-based client interface described above and the 
previously introduced Web-based browser interface.  You can pick the interface of your choice.  
Connexion offers many new features including an enhanced save file, no record size limitations, 
linked headings from bibliographic records to authority records, keyword searching in the 
Authority File, and more.  To learn more, visit the Connexion Web site at: 
 
  http://www.oclc.org/connexion/default.htm  
 
[David Whitehair, OCLC-CAT mailing list, 10/7/2003; edited] 
 
 
 

Passport End-of-Life for Cataloging 
 
 
OCLC continues to add functionality to Connexion, which will eventually replace all current 
cataloging interfaces. 
   
Initially, OCLC is focusing on adding Passport functionality to Connexion, since Passport for 
cataloging use will be discontinued in the future.  Previously, the end-of-life for Passport for 
cataloging was announced as December 31, 2003.  This has now been extended, and OCLC will 
provide six months advance notice of the new date.  Although the new end-of-life date has not been 
set, OCLC has determined that it will not be before September 2004. 
 
Passport for ILL and Passport for Union Listing will remain until all functionality is available in 
another interface.  OCLC has not yet issued end-of-life estimates for Passport for ILL and Passport 
for Union Listing. 
  
[OCLC, Bits and Pieces, October 2003; edited] 
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When to Migrate Your Cataloging Activities to OCLC Connexion 
 
 
The MINITEX BATS unit recommends the following: 
 
If you are still using Passport for Cataloging, you should consider migrating to either the 
Connexion browser or the Connexion client within the next several months.  There is a wealth of 
information about both interfaces available from the Connexion Web site at: 
 

http://www.oclc.org/connexion/default.htm  
 
Online tutorials for each interface can be accessed from: 
 

http://www.oclc.org/support/training/connexion/default.htm  
 
If you are currently using CatME, with its offline, local file, and batch capabilities, AND, if you are 
happy with CatME, you should not migrate to Connexion at this time.  You should wait until all of 
CatME’s functionality is available in the Connexion client before you make the switch.  It is not 
known at this point when full functionality will be available in the client interface, but that date is 
likely to be more than a year away.  
 
For questions and migration considerations, please contact the MINITEX BATS Unit (612-624-
4002, 800-462-5348, mino@othello.minitex.umn.edu). 
 
[Virginia Dudley, MINITEX] 
 
 
 

Connexion Setup Worksheets Available 
 
 
To help you migrate from OCLC Passport or OCLC CatME to one of the two interfaces of OCLC 
Connexion, OCLC has developed Setup Worksheets.  They contain a list of basic settings to check, 
select, or enter before you use either the Connexion browser or the Connexion client for cataloging. 
Required settings are noted.  
 
Setup Worksheet for the OCLC Connexion browser: 
 

http://www.oclc.org/support/documentation/connexion/browser/ 
gettingstarted/setupbrowser.pdf  

 
Setup Worksheet for the OCLC Connexion client: 
 

http://www.oclc.org/support/documentation/connexion/client/gettingstarted/setup.pdf  
 
[OCLC, Bits and Pieces, October 2003; edited] 
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New Technical Bulletin for Parallel Records 
 
 
Technical Bulletin 250: Parallel Records is now available online in both PDF and HTML formats.  
Please go to: 
 

http://www.oclc.org/support/documentation/worldcat/tb/250/default.htm  
 

(Remember: OCLC has discontinued issuing printed copies of technical bulletins.) 
 
TB250 announces changes to OCLC policy to allow for parallel records within WorldCat by 
language of cataloging.  Previously, records for the same title, but cataloged in different languages, 
such as English, Spanish and French, were considered duplicate records.  OCLC will no longer 
consider these records duplicates, but will consider them parallel records. 
 
This policy applies only to online cataloging and not to records contributed via batchload. OCLC 
will address batchload in the future with the Oracle implementation. 
 
[Ron Jones, OCLC-CAT mailing list, 10/13/2003; and TB250; edited] 
  
 
 

Converting Passport Constant Data to the Browser Interface 
 
 
Constant data records allow you to record information that is common to items you catalog using 
OCLC cataloging services. Constant data records created using Passport software can be converted 
to OCLC Connexion using a new Passport macro. The macro will convert the variable fields to an 
OCLC Connexion constant data record. 
 
In OCLC Connexion, when applying variable field constant data, you can apply one constant data 
record to any record format. If you currently have multiple copies of a constant data record in 
Passport for each format, you only need to convert one copy to Connexion if you only apply 
variable field constant data. 
 
Go to the Passport Macros page at: 
 

http://www.oclc.org/support/documentation/passport/macros/download.htm  
 

• Download the cdconbrw.mbk macro book.  
• Save it to your \oclcapps\passport folder. 
• To convert your Passport constant data record:  

1. Display the constant data record with Passport.  
2. Run the cdconbrw macro from the cdconbrw.mbk macro book. This macro reformats 

the variable fields to the format that is required by OCLC Connexion and copies the 
data to the Windows clipboard.  
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3. Switch to Connexion, and display a constant data workform in the MARC Text Area 
display.  

4. Paste the data from the clipboard into the constant data workform using the keyboard 
shortcut <Ctrl> <V>. Then save the workform. 

 
Note: This macro works on the first screen of a constant data record only. If you have a multiple 
screen constant data record, you cannot use it to capture the data after the first screen. You can use 
the tag command with the first variable tag to remove the fixed field and move more of your 
variable fields to the first screen (i.e. tag 010 <f11>); however, your display must begin with the 
first variable field from the record. Also, this macro copies variable fields only. You cannot convert 
fixed field constant data from the Passport record for use with OCLC Connexion. 
 
Another note:  Constant data records created on Connexion are stored in a constant data database 
shared by users at your library.  Constant data records created in the Connexion browser can be 
used in the Connexion client, and vice versa.  
 
For more information on using Constant Data Records in the Connexion browser, go to: 
 

http://www.oclc.org/support/documentation/connexion/browser/cataloging/use_bib_cd/  
 
For more information on using Constant Data Records in the Connexion client, go to: 
 

http://www.oclc.org/support/documentation/connexion/client/cataloging/ 
constantdata/constantdata.pdf  

 
[OCLC, Bits and Pieces, October 2003; Virginia Dudley, MINITEX] 
 
 
 

Connexion Browser Keystrokes and Shortcuts 
 
 
Many users find that they work more efficiently if they avoid switching between the keyboard and 
the mouse. Did you know that in Connexion you can control headings, set holdings, call up a label 
display, and more, without moving your hands from the keyboard?  
 
Connexion browser has three kinds of keyboarding shortcuts:  
 

1) Navigation bar/tab activation. These keystrokes make a tab or button the active element. 
They work from any place within Connexion. For example, try <Alt><S> to bring up the 
Contact Support window.  

2) Searching and browsing with Connexion. These keystrokes bring up the appropriate 
WorldCat search or browse screen or Authorities search or browse screen when either the 
Cataloging or Authorities tab is active. So, you can press <Ctrl><Shift><W> from an 
authority record to move to the Search WorldCat screen.  
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3) Whole record action commands within Cataloging or Authorities. These actions can be 
reassigned to your choice of keystrokes (within the limits of availability). For instance, if 
you decide that you want a keystroke shortcut for labels, you can reassign 
<Ctrl><Shift><L> to mean View Label in Label Program, rather than Edit Record. 
Remember, you can always use the mouse to select actions from the appropriate list. 

  
You can also use standard editing keystrokes, such as <Ctrl><C> to copy highlighted text and 
<Ctrl><V> to paste copied text into a record.  
 
When you use the Connexion browser, only a certain number of key combinations are available for 
shortcuts (many keys are already used by the web browser software itself). With the Connexion 
client, you can assign all actions to your choice of keystrokes. 
 
For a full list of Connexion browser shortcuts and options you can set, see the documentation at: 
 

http://www.oclc.org/support/documentation/connexion/browser/gettingstarted/ 
options_keyboard/#gs-keystroke-options  

 
[OCLC, Bits and Pieces, October 2003] 
 
 
 

Bibliographic Validation Changes 
 
 
On September 12, 2003, OCLC made the following validation changes for Bibliographic records: 
 
New Codes Validated 
 

1) Relator codes: 
fpy - First part  
spy - Second part 
 

2) Classification Scheme Source code in 086 and 087 fields: 
celex - CELEX document number 
 

3) Term, Name, Title Source codes in 600-651, 655-658: 
galestne - Gale Group subject thesaurus and named entity vocabulary 
gtt (expanded to include 655) -GOO-trefwoorden thesaurus  
hapi - HAPI thesaurus and name authority, 1970-2000  
maaq - Madâkhil al-asmâ’ al-‘arabîyah al-qadîmah  
opms - Opetusministeriön asiasanastao  
qrmak (expanded to include 655-658) - Qâ’imat ru’ûs al-mawdû’ât al-‘Arabîyah al-
qiyâsîyah al-maktabât wa- marâkaz al-ma’lûmât wa-qawâ’id al-bayânât  
reveal - REVEAL Union Catalog Project 
sgp - Svenska genretechningar fö periodika  
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4) Source codes for 024 subfield $2: 

isan - International standard audiovisual number 
istc - International standard text code  
iswc - International standard musical work code  
 

5) 026 subfield $2: 
fei - Fingerprints = Empreintes = Impronte (Paris: Institut de recherche et d’histoire 
des textes)  
stcnf - Vriesma, P.C.A. The STCN [Short title catalogue Netherlands] fingerprint  
 

6) 041 subfield $2: 
iso639-1 - Codes for the representation of names of languages—Part 1: alpha-2 code 
(ISO 639-1:2002)  
knia - Kody naimenovanii íàzykov: GOST 7.75-97 
 

7) 042 subfield $a: 
reveal - REVEAL Union Catalog Project 

 
8) 583 subfield $2: 

pda -  
  
Repeatability changes 
 

1) More than three Geographic Area Codes may be input in field 043 
2) Field 046 changed to repeatable 

 
[OCLC, Bits and Pieces, October 2003] 
 
 
 

REFERENCE SERVICES 
 
 
 

PAIS Archive Database Advance-Purchase Offer Extended 
 
 
OCLC PAIS has announced the upcoming availability of the PAIS Archive, a retrospective 
database providing subject and bibliographic access to resources on global public policy and social 
issues. 
  
Forthcoming in 2004, the PAIS Archive will contain the full content of the PAIS Bulletin, 1915-
1976, previously available only in print format. The PAIS Archive will complement the PAIS 
International database, also available via FirstSearch, which covers the years 1972 to present. Both 
are international, interdisciplinary, and selective, and provide bibliographic and subject access to 
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periodicals, books, gray literature, government publications, and other materials covering 
significant political, economic, social and cultural issues affecting international and local 
communities, countries, governments and society. 
  
Contact Karen Docherty at MINITEX (800-462-5348, 612-624-2924, kdochert@umn.edu) for 
details on a special offer for orders placed before March 1, 2004. For additional information, 
visit the PAIS Archive database information page at: 
http://www.pais.org/products/ArchiveInfo.stm. 
 
[OCLC, Bits and Pieces, October 2003] 
 
 
 

Discontinuation of the CINAHL Database 
 
 
Following its recent acquisition of CINAHL Information Systems, EBSCO has informed OCLC of 
its intention to terminate its contract to distribute the CINAHL database on OCLC FirstSearch. 
Consequently, per-search access to the CINAHL database will be discontinued effective from 
Wednesday, Dec. 10, 2003. Sales of new subscription to the CINAHL database will cease as of 
October 31, 2003. All current subscriptions will be honored until their expiration date and will not 
be renewed. 
  
Users of the CINAHL database might consider MEDLINE, HealthInfo, and MDXHealth Digest as 
possible alternatives for health, nursing and wellness information. 
  
If you have questions, please contact Karen Docherty at MINITEX (800-462-5348, 612-624-2924, 
kdochert@umn.edu). 
 
[OCLC Announcement, Oct. 24, 2003] 
 
 
 

IMPORTANT!:  H.W. Wilson Databases on FirstSearch 
 
 
The H.W, Wilson Company has withdrawn its permission to OCLC to offer all but one of its 
databases on a per-search basis via FirstSearch.  This change will be made on Dec. 17, 2003, and 
will affect all the Wilson databases currently on FirstSearch, except for Wilson Select Plus, which 
will remain available via per-search, with its full text.  The affected Wilson databases, or their 
abstract versions, will remain available via FirstSearch subscriptions. 
 
For more information, to discuss alternatives, or to switch from per-search to a subscription, please 
contact Karen Docherty at MINITEX (800-462-5348, 612-624-2924, kdochert@umn.edu). 
 
[Virginia Dudley, MINITEX, from OCLC Announcements, Oct. 2003] 
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