


The Iris family 
Includes 66 genera, and over 2,000 species 

Iridaceae originated in Antarctica-Australasia in the late 
Cretaceous period, roughly 82 million years ago 

Majority now grow in southern Africa and temperate and 
highland South America. 

Most species are deciduous due to the pronounced dry or cold 
periods that exist where they grow 

IRIDACEAE FAMILY 



Native to South America. Brazil, Argentina, Uruguay 
Introduced to U.S. coastlines. California, Texas, Florida, North 

and South Carolina. 
Hardy in USDA zones 8b-10b. 

Many synonyms. Phallocalis coelestis, Cypella plumbea ‘Goblet 
Flower’, Herbertia platensis ‘Blue Tiger Iris’ (Australia) 

Grown in open woodlands, and in open grassland margins. 
pH of  5.5-7.5, moderate water needs 

Do not over water. Do not remove spent floral stems (they might 
produce more blooms!). 

CYPELLA COELESTIS 



Herbertia platensis (Blue Tiger Iris) 

Cypella coelestis (Goblet Flower) 



Herbaceous monocot with erect habit 

Overlapping, spear-shaped leaves create an 
appearance similar to that of  a fan 

Flowers in clumps topped with blue, goblet-shaped 
flowers on a sturdy but airy stem 

Each flower has 6 petals: 3 large blue-lavender 
petals, and three tricolor petals of  white, yellow 

and blue. 

Blooms last just hours, but the succession of  
blooms will last the summer  

TAXONOMIC DESCRIPTION 



Once bulb develops at the base of  
each stalk 

Bulb scales are richly colored 
burnt-orange and are much more 

delicate that they appear. 

Used as underground storage 
structures 

The preferred method of  
propagation for this species 

BULBS 



Week 

1-4 Sow in 128 tray, germ. mix, mist house @ 70F 
Half  of  the seeds will be covered with vermiculite, half  will be laid on the 
surface of  the soil. 

4 Transplant to standard 1801 insert tray with LC-8 as media 
Move to the greenhouse @ 65F 

6 Light feed.  

8 Transplant to round 4 1/2” geranium pots with LC-8 as media  

10 Medium feed.  

10- Continue growth until sale date (Mother’s Day) 

PRODUCTION SCHEDULE 
(INITIAL) 



Week 

1-4 Sow in 128 plug tray. Germinate on surface- no vermiculite. 
Mist house @ 70F 

4 With low concentrations of  IBA (100ppm), transplant the seedlings into 1801 
insert trays and move them into the greenhouse 
Light Feed. 

8 Transplant to round, 4 1/2” geranium pots with LC-8 as the media 
Needs to be in full sun* 

10 Light feed 

14 Transplant into round, 6” geranium pots to promote root mass growth 
LC-8 as media 
Light feed 

18 Ready for sale if  you’re lucky! 

PRODUCTION SCHEDULE 
(PROPOSED) 



60 seeds to begin with. Sown in 128 plug tray. Half  covered 
liberally with vermiculite, the other half  was laid on the soil 

surface (control). 
No germination until week 4 (control), and nothing in the light-

free group germinated until week 5. 
At 7 weeks, 85% germ. was achieved. No germination after that. 
All but 1 seedling germinated in the control treatment. The other 

8 seeds that did not germinate were apart of  the light-free 
treatment 

Time restrictions* for second experiment. 

EXPERIMENTS 



Not so common member of  a very common plant family. 
Selling this plant as a rare Iris for a few years could be a way to 

get into the market.  
Once a market is established, cross-breeding and hybridization 
amongst other Iris’ could create great new color patterns and 

flower shape. 
Has orchid-like qualities that are very appealing. Could breed to 

pronounce these characteristics, sell from there. 
Halloween/ Fall plant?? 

MARKET NICHE 



MUST HAVE PATIENTS 


