
UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 
Graduate School 

Minutes of the Executive Committee Meeting 
Tuesday, June 8, 1976 

11:30 a.m. 626 Campus Club 

Members Present: Faculty repre~entatives--Larry McKay, R?bert Schreiner, 
Burton Shapiro, John Darley, Lanny Schm1dt; Student re
presentatives--Sue Erkel, George McCandless, Harriet 
Lewis, Richard Zera; Administrative representatives-
Warren Ibele, Chair, Edward Foster, Andrew Hein, Harry 
Lease, Kenneth Zimmerman; Civil Service representative-
Dianne Krogan; Staff--Shirley McDonald; Secretary-
Beverly Miller. 

The minutes of the meetings of April 13 and May 20 were approved. 

I. FOR ACTION 

A. Proposed Policy Regarding Form of Graduate School Thesis, Revised 

A proposal by Dean Foster on the format of the graduate thesis was 
submitted to the Committee. Because of the press of other business 
a motion to table the proposal until fall term was approved. The 
item will be carried forward to the first Executive Committee 
agenda in the fall. 

B. 

Professor McKay presented the proposal for a membership rotation 
scheme for the Plant and Animal Sciences Policy and Review Council. 
Dean Ibele briefly reviewed constitutional requirements with regard 
to Policy and Review Council membership and concluded that the pro
posal met those requirements. It was pointed out that Biochemistry 
continues to hold membership on both the Plant and Animal Sciences 
and the Health Sciences Policy and Review Councils. The membership 
rotation proposal was approved as submitted. 

C. Proposal Regarding Training in Pharmacology at the Mayo Graduate 
School of Medicine under the Aegis of the Graduate Program in 
Pharmacology at the University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Revised 

Dean Ibele introduced the proposal to extend the Pharmacology program 
to Mayo under the aegis of the Minneapolis program and Professor 
Shapiro reviewed the content of the proposal, indicating that it would 
resemble other special cooperative efforts arranged with Minneapolis 
graduate programs. Questions which were raised earlier about admissions 
to the program had been resolved. Dean Hein made the point that it 
was essential that all applications, whether students were recommended 
for admission or not, be channeled through the Graduate School 
as complete applicant records must be maintained. Dean Zimmerman asked 
whether it was the intention to offer both master's and doctoral 
degrees as the proposal seemed to speak in terms of the Ph.D. After 
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some discussion it was decided that the master's option should be 
left open to students who found it necessary to terminate short 
of the Ph.D. The proposal was approved with this stipulation. 

II. FOR DISCUSSION 

A. Report of the College of Education Task~Force on Graduate Studies 

Professor Schreiner introduced the Report of the Task Force for 
Reorganization of the Graduate Programs in the College of Education, 
and reviewed the contents of the report. He directed special 
attention to the recommendation for the creation of a Council on 
Graduate Studies and to the section which dealt with the omnibus 
Ph.D. in-Education. There was a discussion of the confusion 
arising from the umbrella program in Education both in the minds 
of students and in the administration of the programs. The hope 
was expressed that the Task Force recommendations would result in 
a clearer definition of the programs available. 

B. Report on 5-Level Courses 

On the issue of 5-level courses Professor Shapiro reported that 
the Health Sciences Policy and Review Council was interested in 
seeing a distinction between the professional courses (e.g., those 
required for the M.D.) and others in the Health Science areas 
which are offered for graduate credit. The professional 5-level 
courses go through the professional curriculum committee, but 
others at the 5-level go neither through the professional committee 
nor to the Graduate School. They are reviewed only at the depart
mental level. His Council will be pursuing the matter. Professor 
McKay indicated that the Plant and Animal Sciences Policy and 
Review Council thought that dual-numbered courses at the 3- and 
5-levels should be looked into. Dean Ibele suggested that the 
Council of Graduate Students might wish to prepare a white paper 
on the subject. Dean Lease reported that all 5-level courses on 
the Duluth campus are ·reviewed by the Duluth Graduate Faculty Com
mittee and that dual numbering is not permitted. Dean Ibele said 
that he did not believe there was any problem in this regard in 
the physical sciences; Dean Foster reported that the Social Sciences 
Policy and Review Council had recommended that the Executive Commit
tee look into the matter, particularly into the dual-numbering of 
courses between undergraduate and graduate level. The issue will 
be carried forward. 
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c. Composition of Examining Committees 

A letter from Professor Willard Hartup raised the issue of service 
by members of the same family on an individual student's examining 
committee. Dean Ibele reported that the Directors of Graduate 
Studies would be asked, in recommending membership on examining 
committees, to maximize the number of independent judgments of a 
student's work. This would be stressed•·in the handbook for 
Directors of Graduate Studies which is scheduled for distribution 
in fa 11, 1976. 

D. Grading. of Written Preliminary Examinations 

Mr. McCandless asked that this item be added to the agenda. He 
had been ·made aware of situations in which individuals overseeing 
doctoral preliminary written examinations were not members of the 
graduate faculty. As students perceive the writtens as more 
important than individual courses as a part of the program, it was 
thought appropriate that individuals preparing and reading the exami
nations be members of the graduate faculty. Dean Ibele responded 
that the appropriateness of such a practice would depend upon whether 
or not the field was highly quantitative. Dean Foster pointed out 
that this was done in Economics, because it was their experience that 
the new faculty who had recently completed their own doctoral programs 
had current and up-to-date knowledge in the various speciality areas 
and were, therefore5 fully qualified to assume these responsibilities. 
There was a brief discussion as to whether this practice was consis
tent with the practice of appointing people to teach graduate level 
courses. Dean Zimmerman suggested that it might be difficult to 
transfer the Economics experience to other fields. It was concluded 
that the Policy and Review Councils should take up the issue to 
determine the extent of the practice and whether or not there were 
problems involved. 

III. FOR INFORMATION 

The Council of Graduate Students asked the assistance of the Dean's 
Office and the Executive Committee in urging programs to elect student 
representatives to COGS. 


