
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGIES COMMITTEE 
MINUTES OF MEETING 
OCTOBER 5, 2010 
Morrill Hall Room 238A 
 
[In these minutes: committee business; creation of task force on transfer to Moodle; discussion of 
2010-11 agenda] 
 
[These minutes reflect discussion and debate at a meeting of a committee of the University of 
Minnesota Senate; none of the comments, conclusions or actions reported in these minutes 
represent the views of, nor are they binding on, the Senate, the Administration or the Board of 
Regents.] 
 
PRESENT:  Ted Higman (Chair), Judd Dudgeon, Pam Solvie, Billie Wahlstrom, James 
MacDonald, Bonnie Westra, Yuk Sham, David Arendale, John Butler, Sue Van Voorhis, Mary 
Vavrus, Brent Larson, Stephen Cawley 
 
REGRETS:  Allison Jacobson, Aaron Doering 
 
ABSENT:  Benton Schnabel, Paul Rubenis 
 
OTHERS ATTENDING:  Bernard Gulachek, Ann Hill Duin, Myron Lowe, Simin Hickman, 
Scott Barnard, Ken Hanna   
 
Professor Ted Higman called the meeting to order and welcomed those present.   He asked the 
committee members to introduce themselves.  The committee approved the May 4, 2010 meeting 
minutes.  Professor Higman reviewed the committee’s charge, 
http://www1.umn.edu/usenate/charges/scitch.html.   
 
Next, Professor Higman reviewed the list of agenda topics compiled from the previous year’s 
minutes, and from his recent meeting with Anne Hill Duin Associate Vice President of the Office 
of Information Technology (OIT).  He asked the committee members to consider which items 
should comprise the 2010-11 agenda, and to prioritize those items.   
 
Potential Agenda Items: 
Phasing out of Web Vista in favor of Moodle and OIT’s plan to facilitate the transition 
Professor Higman indicated that last year the committee had considered forming a summer task 
force to consider this topic, but the task force had not been formed.  Now, the committee needed 
to consider whether this was necessary going forward.  Professor Bonnie Westra indicated that 
the Moodle transition is an important issue for the school of nursing, and she would like to be 
involved in a task force if one is formed.  Ms. Hill Duin indicated that the transition has already 
begun and there are number of existing committees considering the issue.   Ms. Hill Duin then 
gave a short update on the Moodle transition.  She stated that about 2/3 of courses are using 
Moodle and 1/ 3 are using Web Vista.  She further indicated there is a Course Management 
System (CMS) transition committee, a steering committee and an implementation group 
(including academic operational staff throughout the University).  Internally, there is an OIT 
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project team working to increase capacity for the transition.  There is also a subcommittee of the 
academic technology advisory committee, and an OIT directors subcommittee.   
 
It was agreed that the Senate Committee on Information Technology (SCIT) did not need to form 
a task force of its own, but that the issue was an important one and should be on the November 
agenda. 
 
Google Applications  
Professor Higman indicated that he would like to have a timeline for the transition to Google.  
Steve Cawley, Vice President of OIT, addressed the need for consultation on this issue, and 
indicated that he recently spoke to the Faculty Consultative Committee about establishing a 
timeline for the transition.   He also indicated that the longer two environments are supported the 
more difficult the transition will be.  The committee agreed that this would be on the November 
agenda. 
 
Terabyte per faculty cloud storage  
Vice President Cawley indicated that there is a request for proposal to look at storage options.  
He further stated that storage optimization is a national issue on which there is partnering across 
institutions to provide contracts for storage.  Vice President Cawley stated he could update the 
committee on these issues. 
 
Data security/privacy policies in particular HIPPA/FERPA/FISMA compliance 
Professor Higman stated he is interested in considering the topic of compliance with the Federal 
Information Systems Management Act (FISMA), and asked who had expertise in this area.  Vice 
President Cawley stated Ed Deegan, Director of the Academic Health Center Information 
Systems, has technical expertise in this area, and has done work on the FISMA requirements.  It 
was also mentioned that the School of Public Health produced a document mapping out 
compliance requirements, and this might be helpful to SCIT. 
 
OIT compact overview 
Vice President Cawley stated this would take about half of one meeting.  It was agreed that this 
topic could be paired with the issue of Data Security and be taken up in December. 
 
Update on the proposed OIT computer Standardization Program 
Ms. Hill Duin provided information on this topic.  She stated there is a Strategic Sourcing 
Committee considering this issue from a procurement perspective.  It was also noted that the 
standardization program touches on server consolidation, hosting pod storage, and policies 
regarding students’ ownership of mobile devices. 
 
EFS and shadow systems 
 This topic was eliminated  
 
Digital Conservancy update  
John Butler, Associate University Librarian for Information Technology indicated that SCIT 
considered the digital conservancy last year as part of the update from the library.  Professor 
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Higman asked Mr. Butler if there had been any significant changes on this issue, and Mr. Butler 
stated there had not.  The digital conservancy update was removed from this year’s agenda. 
 
Ideas for teaching with mobile technology and not just superimposing technology on the 
curriculum 
Professor Westra indicated this is an issue of importance.  She stated that because technology is 
changing so rapidly the issue is really how to support faculty in their use of technology.  
Professor Higman mentioned he is interested in knowing if faculty are being provided with the 
mobile technology tools they need, and whether or not the provided tools are being used.   It was 
determined that this topic should be coupled with the issue of the impact of technology on 
student performance. 
 
2009 President’s Emerging Leaders (PEL) Research Cyberinfrastructure Alliance (RCA) Survey 
 
Ms. Hill Duin reported that an update on the RCA occurred over a year ago, and that the RCA 
looked collectively at support of cyber resource structure.   The committee determined that it 
would like to receive information on the recent work of the RCA. 
 
Technology and tuition 
Professor Higman stated the committee received an update on this issue last year, but it remained 
unclear whether or not technology fees would be incorporated into tuition.  Vice President 
Cawley indicated that Budget Director Julie Tonneson would be able to provide a short update 
on this topic. 
 
How to empower faculty with technology resources 
Professor Westra indicated that this topic encompasses a variety of different technologies 
including Moodle, Camtasia Relay, and mobile connector.  The committee determined the topic 
could be bundled with the committee’s discussion on mobile technology. 
  
Review laptop programs 
Professor James MacDonald indicated this relates to the topic of computer standardization.  He 
went on to state that there is difficulty standardizing students’ selection of laptop computers.  He 
sited the impact of the computer-purchasing program provided by Dell and the choice of Apple 
by the last two incoming classes.  He also mentioned that the standardization of mobile devices 
impacts labs.  Another committee member indicated that the idea of standardized laptops is 
going away, and the future is desktop virtualization.  Professor Yuk Sham questioned whether 
SCIT should review current recommendations of the standards for laptops.  Ms. Hill Duin stated 
that the Strategic Sourcing Committee reviews this annually.  It was agreed that that a review of 
laptop programs should be on SCIT’s agenda. 
 
Update from the Academic Technology Advisory Committee 
The committee determined it would like to receive an update from the Academic Technology 
Advisory Committee in the spring. 
 
Technology Enhanced Learning Council update 
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Vice Provost Billie Wahlstrom stated that she and Vice President Cawley co-chair this 
committee.  However, the committee and some of the working groups within it are currently 
being reconfigured.  Professor Higman indicated the committee would receive an update from 
Academic Technology Advisory Committee after December. 
 
Two Factor Authentication update 
The committee determined it was not necessary to receive an update on this issue.  
 
RCA update and review 
This topic was discussed under the issue of the RCA Survey.  The committee determined it 
would receive this update in February or March. 
 
Professor Higman asked the committee if there were any other issues that needed to be on the 
2010-11 agenda.  Professor Westra stated she would like to discuss whether technology-help 
resources are meeting faculty and student needs.  For example, she has experienced difficulty 
accessing a person to help with Moodle in a timely manner.   Other strategic initiatives requiring 
SCIT input mentioned by Vice Provost Wahlstrom were working with CIM, noncredit 
registration, new catalogues, and learning object repository folios.  Vice President Cawley stated 
the OIT compact review would also trigger some new items for the committee to consider.  Vice 
Provost Wahlstrom indicated she would bring the compact for her office as well.  Sue Van 
Voorhis mentioned another topic for the committee’s consideration would be the role of 
technology in the graduate school transition.  Mr. Butler mentioned identity management.  
Finally, Vice President Cawley mentioned providing an update on the upgrade to the people soft 
technology.   
 
Hearing no further business, Professor Higman adjourned the meeting. 
 
       Dawn Zugay  

University Senate Office 
 


