
[In these minutes: updates, shared governance, legitimate absences policy additions, docket 
approval] 
 
STUDENT SENATE CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE (SSCC) MINUTES 
 
MARCH 11, 2010 
 
[These minutes reflect discussion and debate at a committee of the University of Minnesota 
Senate; none of the comments, conclusions, or actions reported in these minutes represent the 
views of, nor are they binding on, the Senate, the Administration, or the Board of Regents.] 
 
PRESENT: Kathy Julik-Heine (chair), Aaron Carlson, Andrew Heairet, Jonathan Lundberg, 
Kris Schwebler, Andrew Smith, Greg Summers. 
 
ABSENT: Jeffrey Anderson, Manjari Govada, John Worden. 
 
GUESTS: Ryan Kennedy, Scott Wickland. 
 
1. CHAIR’S REPORT 
 
Kathy Julik-Heine reported that she spoke with Regent Allen this morning about attending the 
April SSCC meeting to discuss the presidential search criteria and the student member on the 
search advisory committee. This person is usually the MSA President, but SSCC can make other 
suggestions. 
 
She also said that members will be going to Rochester on March 25 to welcome those students to 
the Student Senate. 
 
Lastly, she and Aaron Carlson have crafted a letter on the issue with the Student One-Stop and 
student evaluations to present to the Regents. 
 
2. STUDENT ASSOCIATION/ASSEMBLY UPDATES 
 
Greg Summers said that CSA is working on student recommendations to the campus master 
plan, such as requesting that green space is maintained when additions are made. Elections are 
scheduled early April. 
 
Jonathan Lundberg stated that UMDSA's efforts to bring Zipcar to campus will not take place 
since the University is unwilling to test the system and risk cost increases to the program. A 
leadership summit will be held on April 23 with the two other institutions around Duluth. 
Elections will take place April 6-7. The course guide drive has been completed, as has revisions 
to the smoking policy, although it is hard to tell that any changes were made to the policy. 
 
Aaron Carlson reported that MSA's volunteer tax assistance program is running. MSA has 
approved resolutions on pro-rating the UPass and holding a second presidential debate. A 
presentation was made on UMore Park and discussions are being held on medical amnesty. The 



Minneapolis social host ordinance was approved. Lastly, MSA's fee request has been almost 
completely funded after initially being severely cut. 
 
Kathy Julik-Heine said that MCSA completed its technology fee allocations and elections are 
April 7. MPIRG presented information on a higher education task force to add high education as 
one of its core initiatives. 
 
3. DISCUSSION OF SHARED GOVERNANCE  
 
Ryan Kennedy, coordinator of the Legislative Certificate Program for MSA, joined the meeting 
to talk about shared governance. Since he came to the University he has been trying to find a 
way for students to have a right to be part of the decision-making process. He has been building 
momentum for two years and will hopefully have something completed by the end of the 
semester. 
 
In about 80-90 percent of cases, such as through the Senate, students are involved, but in a 
meeting with administrators in January, several key areas without student input were highlighted: 
• Budget – many administrators do not internalize the impact on students when decisions 
are made and presentation after the budget is approved does not provide student insight 
• Capital planning – since these are six year plans there is a thought that it is not feasible to 
include students 
• Graduate School – students were force to react versus being included in crafting the 
decision 
Wisconsin has a state statute that requires student input into all decisions, and the campuses have 
created guidelines for implementation. 
 
He initially wanted to use the same model, but in the meeting with administrators the issue of 
constitutional autonomy from the state was raised, and a compromise of a Regents policy was 
posited. Students are drafting the language which will be circulated for review tomorrow. He 
would like to include SSCC in this review. 
 
Since the final outcome is to have administrators want to work with students, he is working hard 
on the internal option, but a state statute would always be a possibility. 
 
A member suggested that federal legislation mandating shared governance at all federally-funded 
institutions would also be an option to consider. 
 
Kathy Julik-Heine said that SSCC would provide feedback on the language and the proposal 
would be presented to the Student Senate on April 1. 
 
4. DISCUSSION ON ADDITIONAL LEGITIMATE ABSENCES IN POLICY 
 
The committee discussed adding additional absences to the makeup work policy. Members made 
the following comments: 
• Additions include required graduate and professional school interviews, student parents 
with minor dependents who are sick, and senators 



• MSA and GAPSA have approved the student parents addition 
• Each one should be brought separately to the Student Senate 
• Senators would not need to be an addition to the list, but just recognized as a University-
sponsored event 
• Potential for discussion at April 21 Educational Policy meeting 
• Are senators being excused from just Senate meetings or all Senate-related activities? 
• More specific language might allow for easier approval 
Scott Wickland, a CLA senator and student parent, said that Susan Warfield, Director of the 
Student Parent Help Center, spoke at the MSA meeting about allowing a student parent to miss 
two class sessions without providing a note. If this option is pursued, she should be asked for 
comments. He also said that requiring only a doctor's note is not acceptable since many student 
parents would need to pay a high fee just to receive a doctor's note when a note from the daycare 
provider denying access would be more appropriate. 
 
Members agreed that three separate resolutions would be added to the April 1 Student Senate 
agenda. Text will be due by March 23. 
 
5. APPROVAL OF APRIL 1 STUDENT SENATE AGENDA  
 
The agenda was approved as amended. 
 
6. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
With no further business, Kathy Julik-Heine thanked all members for attending and adjourned 
the meeting. 
 
Becky Hippert 
University Senate 
 


