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About the cover picture:
With the passing of Marion Brooks-Wallace  and Morris Rockstein, it’s an appropriate time to highlight the 
influence our past professors and alumni have had on our current department.

Prof. A. Glenn Richards (A) not only advised Marion Brooks-Wallace (B) but Hodson Alumni Award Recipient 
K.S. Boo, Ph.D. 1973 (C), Frank Fisk, M.S. 1939, Ph.D. 1949 (D), James Baird, M.S. 1959 (E), Hodson Alumni 
Award Recipient, Morris “Rocky” Rockstein, Ph.D. 1948 (F), and Sping Lin, M.S. 1950, Ph.D. 1952 (G), whose 
generous donation to the department funds two fellowships for first-year graduate students.
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Marion Brooks-Wallace was generous in her own right, funding the Marion Brooks-Wallace Fellowship to 
support innovative Ph.D. research in basic insect science.  Her scientific legacy continues in the department, as Dr. 
Timothy J. Kurtti, Ph.D. 1974 (H), continues innovative research in our department.

NPS Photo of spider web taken by John Brandow; 1978
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Welcome from the Department Head
Susan Weller

Dear alumni, friends and colleagues,
2007 has been a year of change, renewal, and 

new initiatives for our Department and College. 
We have several events to share with you before 
looking forward to 2008.

A delightful change included welcoming 
our 2007 cohort of graduate students into 
Entomology, and celebrating the successful 
completion of Masters’ (Borwicz, Kyhl, Olson 
[nee Filipek], Tenczar, Watson and Yoder) and 
Ph.D. degrees (DaCosta, Hsu, McCornack and 
Shih). We also welcomed Dr. Uli Munderloh 
as an associate professor in January 2008. Her 
internationally-recognized research program on 
tick-borne diseases adds an important dimension 
to our department’s research portfolio. At our 
annual Fall Welcome, we celebrated the arrival of 
new students, post-doctoral researchers, faculty 
visitors, and staff. Janet Moe and Gary Reuter 
were recognized for their outstanding contributions 
to our department, as recipients of the 2007 
Outstanding Civil Service/Bargaining Unit/Support 
Staff Awards.

Unfortunately, not all change is welcome ... 
We and the discipline of insect physiology lost 
two outstanding scientists and long-time friends 
this year, Dr. Morris Rockstein and Dr. Marion 
Brooks-Wallace. They were both students of Dr. 
A. Glenn Richards. Before the study of aging 
was popularized, Dr. Rockstein completed his 
Ph.D. on the physiological effects of aging on 
worker honeybee brains in 1948. He went on 
to have a lengthy and renowned career as an 
insect physiologist, retiring from the University 
of Miami, School of Medicine. He returned to 
Minnesota as the recipient of the 1999 Hodson 
Alumni Award, and he established an endowed 
graduate fellowship in his and his wife’s name. The 
Soffer-Rockstein award recognizes the outstanding 
contributions of a senior Ph.D. student.

Dr. Marion Brooks-Wallace was both 
an alumna and professor of our Entomology 
department. After she completed her Ph.D. on 
intracellular symbionts of cockroaches (in 1954), 

she remained at Minnesota as a lecturer and joined 
the faculty as a tenure-track member in 1956. At a 
time when few women pursued careers in science, 
Dr. Brooks-Wallace was a creative and successful 
researcher and was remembered warmly for her 
commitment to her students. A few years ago, 
Marion created the Brooks-Wallace Fellowship to 
support innovative Ph.D. research in basic insect 
science. Her research and mentoring legacy lives 
on in her former students and her Fellowship.

On the theme of continuing and renewing 
legacies, this spring we embarked on a strategic 
planning effort led capably by Ralph Holzenthal. 
We anticipate completing a draft by spring 2008 
for comment by our alumni and stakeholders. We 
will be reviewed by the Graduate school in the 
2008-09 academic year. We are embracing these 
opportunities to examine how best to keep our 
department strong and vibrant.

We will be renewing some infrastructure, 
as well. I’m pleased to report that President 
Bruinnicks has approved our proposal to construct 
a new Bee Research and Outreach facility. We are 
now entering the fund-raising and facility design 
stage; this facility will be built entirely with private 
donations. We envision a building that will fully 
support bee research, extension programs and 
classroom instruction in apiculture. In addition, a 
public exhibits area is planned with tours that will 
be led by the (soon to be adjacent) Bell Museum’s 
programs staff. Dr. Spivak and her team have put 
in many long hours to bring the project to this 
launching point. Stay tuned for developments on 
our website and see page 10 of the newsletter for 
information on how you can help.

Alongside these renewals in mission 
and facilities, we have embarked upon new 
initiatives involving faculty research and graduate 
fellowships. I have space to highlight just a few. 
Dr. David Andow led an interdisciplinary team 
of University Researchers to obtain a coveted 
Minnesota Futures Grant concerning invasive 
species. Currently, we are in the process of 
establishing a graduate student fellowship in 
Structural and Urban Entomology to honor Dr. Phil 
Harein. Once fully endowed, the important legacy 
of his extension and research work in stored grain 
pests will be honored annually by supporting a 
graduate student. 

Although change is a predictable constant 
for academia, we experienced an accelerated 
rate this year due to the reorganization of our 
new College and new University Strategic Plan. 
On a practical level, CFANS is centralizing 
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Department of entomology

Alumni Reception
Spread the word!
Reno ESA Meeting, 2008

Departmental Changes
Welcome:

Alyssa Anderson, Ph.D. Student working with Len 
Ferrington

Mark Asplen, Post-Doctoral Associate working with 
George Heimpel

Jessica Burtness, EEB Graduate Student working 
with Marla Spivak

Christine Dieckhoff, Ph.D. Student working with 
George Heimpel

Michael Goblirsch, Ph.D. Student working with 
Stephen Kells

Elizabet Hannesdottir, Visiting student working with 
Len Ferrington.

Patina Mendez, Post-Doctoral Fellowship awardee 
working with Ralph Holzenthal

Stephan Pauls, Visiting researcher working with 
Ralph Holzenthal

Farewell:
Jeffrey Davis
Nicholas Desneux
Jetske De Boer
Robert Koch
Kris Wykhuys

several support activities (accounting, facilities, 
and IT). With a change in fiscal structures came 
the opportunity to recruit Jenni Snyder from 
Extension to lead the ESPM accounting cluster. 
She now oversees the finances of the four ESPM 
departments:  Entomology, Fisheries Wildlife 
and Conservation Biology, Forest Resorces and 
Soil, Water and Climate. Our angst about the new 
accounting structure has definitely been lessened 
by having Jenni at the helm! We are hopeful that 
the remaining centralization of CFANS support 
activities will also proceed smoothly.

And in case you were wondering why Susan, 
and not Mark, is writing this newsletter.... Mark 
Ascerno was granted a semester leave to pursue 
personal renewal and lead the development 
of distance delivery training modules for the 
IPM3 Consortium. Since July, Mark has been 
traveling to National Parks and working on 
module development. We are looking forward to 
his travelogue when he returns in January. In the 
interim, I am serving as Acting head which has 
definitely been a marvelous learning opportunity.

Looking forward to 2008... Our current and 
former graduate students continue to distinguish 
themselves, and each May (or early June), we 
celebrate their achievements at the annual Hodson 
Graduate Alumni Day. We invite you to nominate 
a former alumna or alumnus to be honored as the 
2008 Hodson Award recipient. We also ask that you 
visit us – in person or virtually (www.entomology.
umn.edu). Please share your news via the “News 
from Alumni and Friends” page and “Contact us” 
link provided there. Janet Moe is busily scanning 
our newsletter archives and we hope to have them 

electronically available soon. 
And as always, there are opportunities for you 

to contribute to Entomology’s future through tax-
deductible contributions.  Please consider adding 
your name to the growing list of proud alumni 
supporters.  Go to page 30 of the Newsletter or 
contact Susan/Mark about opportunities to support 
Entomology here at the University of Minnesota.

We were happy to see many of you at 
the Fifteenth Annual Alumni Gathering which 
was held during the National Meeting of the 
Entomological Society of America.  Mark returned 
from his National Park Tours in time to hand out 
this year’s fabulous door prizes!  We hope to see 
you again in Reno at the 2008 ESA meeting.

And that’s all the buzz from here, folks.

Kristina Prescott, EEB Graduate Student working 
with David Andow

Zeynep Sezen, Post-Doctoral Associate working with 
George Heimpel

Michael Simone, EEB Graduate Student working 
with Marla Spivak

http://www.entomology.edu
http://www.entomology.edu
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New Associate Professor
Ulrike Munderloh was recently appointed Associate Professor (tenure track) in the 
Department of Entomology, U of M.  Uli received her Doctorate in Veterinary Medicine 
from Ludwig-Maximilians University, in Munich Germany, and did postdoctoral work at the 
International Laboratory for Research on Animal Diseases (ILRAD) in Nairobi, Kenya and 
at the Waksman Institute of Microbiology at Rutgers University.  While at the Department 
of Entomology at Rutgers University she was Assistant Research Professor. She has been 
involved in graduate student research and teaching for a number of years at the U of M, and 
has established a productive research group investigating tick-borne pathogens at several 
levels, ranging from paratransgenesis to development of live diagnostic methods and vaccines 

for tick borne pathogens.  Her research activities are funded by the National Institutes of Health, Wellcome 
Trust, and the animal health industry. Uli currently has a master’s student Ms. Adela Chavez from Honduras 
who is examining antigenic variation of Anaplasma marginale in tick cell cultures. As part of her new teaching 
responsibilities, Uli will continue to be involved with the teaching of Medical Entomology (ENT 5275), will be 
offering a course on Emerging Vector-borne Diseases Spring semester, 2008, and is working on a new acarology 
course that covers spiders, scorpions, and, of course, ticks.  

Welcome, Uli!

Faculty News

U Delaware Presidential Citation for Outstanding Achievement 
awarded to George Heimpel

Dr. George Heimpel received the Presidential Citation for Outstanding Achievement from the 
University of Delaware based upon his Master’s degree in Entomology (1991).  The award 
honors University of Delaware graduates within the last 20 years who are making significant 
contributions as demonstrated through tangible results, innovations, promotions and company or 
community recognition.

The ESA Distinguished Achievement Award in Extension 2007 
awarded to Bill Hutchison

According to the November ESA Newsletter: 

His outreach and research focus includes the development of ecologically based IPM for 
vegetables and grapes, with a goal of reducing economic and environmental risk. In 1996, 
Dr. Hutchison and several graduate students developed the VegEdge web site  to support 
timely access of research-based Vegetable IPM results for growers, vegetable processors, crop 
consultants and extension staff in the Midwest Region. VegEdge is home to factsheets, real-
time monitoring data for several insect pests, and the Minnesota Fruit & Vegetable IPM News, 

a joint effort with the Minnesota Department of Agriculture IPM Program. During the summer months, VegEdge 
receives more than 2,500 requests/day. He has also published over 85 extension publications, 97 refereed journal 
articles and 17 book chapters. Dr. Hutchison has been very responsive to the needs of vegetable producers in the 
North Central Region. He recently led a multi-state effort to better understand migratory behavior and insecticide 
resistance in Helicoverpa zea, an effort that combines traditional research with data from multiple cooperators, to 
assist growers and IPM field representatives with real-time and strategic decision making.

Editor’s Note:  Bill was also awarded the NCB-ESA Distinguished Achievement Award in Extension for 2007

Photo: Marty Moen

http://www.vegedge.umn.edu
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In Memoriam
Marion Brooks-Wallace

1916-2007
by Janet L. Moe

Professor Marion Brooks-Wallace passed 
away peacefully in her home on  
September 3, 2007 at the age of 89.

Dr. Brooks-Wallace was a pioneer in 
more ways than one.  At a time when women 
were not encouraged to pursue a career in 
science, she received her B.A. (1947), M.S. 
(1950), and Ph.D. (1954) from the University 
of Minnesota.  She stayed at the University 
as a Research Fellow before becoming an 
Instructor in the Department of Entomology.  
In 1959, she was promoted to Assistant 
Professor, and was a full professor when she 
retired in 1986.

In 1954, she began studying cockroaches, a choice that many people 
found odd, according to Assocate Professor Ulrike Munderloh (Cohen 2007).  
At first, her research focused on the symbiotic bacteria in cockroaches that 
allowed them to survive on seemingly non-nutritious matter.  Then she 
branched out into research on symbiotes of other insects, which led to the 
establishment of cell lines, a useful tool to test effects of diseases on pest insects.  Her research was also wide-
ranging: in 1975, one of her graduate students started research on the effects of diet on the aster leafhopper, and in 
1980, she and another graduate student researched insect cancer cells.

Some of her research was both pioneering and ‘out of this world’.  For example, in 1970, the Department of 
Entomology’s Newsletter reported:

Although moon rocks from the Apollo 11 landing on the moon were displayed on the Minneapolis Campus Oct. 
2-3, 1969, moon dust actually came to the St. Paul Campus August 22. It all happened when Dr. Brooks went to 
the Manned Spacecraft Center at Houston to bring back 6 cockroaches, 4 of them fed moon dust, to laboratory test 
them for presence of disease-causing microorganisms. None was discovered. She has been a biological adviser to 
the Committee of the Cold-Blooded Animal Section of the Lunar Receiving Laboratory of the Manned Spacecraft 
Center since April 1969. She was one of three persons responsible for studies on insects. The three species fed or 
injected with lunar samples were: German cockroach, house fly, and wax moth. The insects had been chemically 

sterilized so posed no possible danger to the 
biologists working on them.

The abstract for the article about the 
experiments, published in Science (Benschoter 
et al.) read:

Lunar material returned from the first manned 
landing on the moon was assayed for the 
presence of replicating agents possibly harmful 
to life on earth.  Ten species of lower animals 
were exposed to lunar material for 28 days.  
No pathological effects attributable to contact 
with lunar material were detected.
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In 1986, Sigma Delta Epison/Graduate Women in Science, selected her as an honorary member for 
‘Excellence in Scientific Research’.

In the Winter 1994 Entomology Newsletter, she wrote about her advisor, A. Glenn Richards: “He is 
remembered by his graduate advisees for his emphasis on their learning to do independent research.”  She passed 
that same lesson along to her own advisees according to one of them, Professor Timothy Kurtti, who said, “ She 
fostered independent thought and research creativity in her students.” (Cohen 2007).

After she retired, she established the Marion Brooks-Wallace fellowship for Ph.D. students at the University 
of Minnesota.  This fellowship supports research in basic insect science and its intent is to foster development 
of innovative approaches or hypotheses that emerge from the student’s initial research finding.  Information on 
giving to this fellowship can be found at http://www.entomology.umn.edu/memoriam/wallace.html.

Her husband, Franklin Wallace, a professor of zoology at the University of Minnesota, died in 1995, and she 
is survived by her daughter, Virginia Brooks, sister Bess VanCleve, brother, Henry Brooks and two grandchildren, 
Liz Tufte and Steven Brooks.

References:
Benschoter, C. A., T. C. Allison, J. F. Boyd, M. A. Brooks, J. W. Campbell, R. O. Groves, A. M. Heimpel, H. E. 

Mills, S. M. Ray, J. W. Warren, K. E. Wolf, E. M. Wood, R. T. Wrenn, and Z. Zein-Eldin. 1970. Apollo 11: 
exposure of lower animals to lunar material. Science 169: 470-2.

Cohen, B. 2007. Researcher found value in a detested insect. Minneapolis Star Tribune. September 18, 2007, 
p. B6.

Faculty and Staff, May 1960: L-R: Edwin Cook (front), Clarence E. Mickel, Frederick C. Holdaway,  
Lloyd L. Smith, Laurence K. Cutkomp, Allen G. Peterson, William H. Marshall, A. Glen Richards,  

Alexander C. Hodson, John A. Lofgren, James R. Beer, Roger D. Price, Marion A. Brooks, Kenneth W. Tucker, 
Thomas A. Sochnauer, Mustafa M. Sisli, Mykola H. Haydak, Thomas F. Waters, Narayan G. Patel.

Beth Bonestroo and Marion Brooks-Wallace Marion Brooks-Wallace and John Witter

http://www.entomology.umn.edu/memoriam/wallace.html
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In Memoriam
Morris Rockstein

1916-2007

Born in Toronto, Ontario, Dr. Morris (Rocky) 
Rockstein completed his high school education 
in Brooklyn, New York and completed an A.B. 
in mathematics and biology at Brooklyn College 
(Magna cum Laude). He went on to complete a 
M.A. in Physiology at Columbia University before 
moving to the U of M in 1941 to undertake Ph.D. 
research with A.G. Richards. The title of his thesis 
was “The relation of cholinesterase to change in 
cell number with age in the brain of adult worker 
honey bee,” which was published in the Journal of 
Cellular and Comparative Physiology.

Dr. Rockstein progressed from Assistant to 
Associate Professor of Physiology at Washington 
State University before joining the New York 
University School of Medicine as an Associate 
Professor of Physiology. During his time in 
New York, he served as instructor in Marine 
Invertebrate Zoology at the well-known Marine 
Biology Laboratory at Woods Hole, MA. In 1961, 
Rocky moved to the University of Miami School of 
Medicine, where he was a Professor of Physiology 
with a joint appointment in the Department 
of Radiology. He chaired the Department of 
Physiology from 1967 to 1971. 

Throughout his career, Dr. Rockstein 
maintained his research interests in insect aging-
well before aging became a fashionable topic. As 
a pioneer in this area, he served as a Consultant 
to the Aging Program of the National Institute of 
Child Health and Human Development, and his 
expertise in insect physiology was the basis for his 
service on the Tropical Medicine and Parasitology 
Study section, also at the NIH. Over the course of 

his career, Dr. Rockstein received numerous honors 
and awards, including Fellow of the American 
Association for Advancement of Science, Fellow 
of the Entomological Society of America, Trustee 
of the Marine Biological Laboratory Corporation, 
Board of Directors of the American Association for 
the Advancement of Aging Research, and Vice-
president of the International Association for the 
Prolongation of Human Life Span. He received the 
University of Minnesota’s Outstanding Alumnus 
Award in 1977. 

Dr. Rockstein served as visiting professor and 
lecturer at several Universities both in the US and 
abroad, and he published more than 80 refereed 
papers and book chapters. To insect physiologists 
around the globe, Rocky is probably best 
remembered for his “Physiology of Insecta,” which 
includes 9 volumes published from 1964-1974, and 
for his “Biochemistry of Insects,” which, in 1978, 
was the first new text on this topic to appear in 
more than 15 years. 

In 1999, the Department honored Dr. 
Rockstein by selecting him as the Hodson Alumni 
Award recipient. 

In 2004, Dr. Rockstein set up a fellowship 
fund for the department, the Morris and Elaine 
Soffer Rockstein Fellowship Fund, to help support 
Entomology Graduate Students. The funds in this 
fellowship are matched by the University’s 21st 
Century Fellowship program.

In his obituary, the family asked that in lieu of 
flowers, donations be made to the fellowship fund 
he created.

Donations can be mailed to:  
Fund 7616 Morris and Elaine Soffer Rockstein 
Fellowship Fund 
University of Minnesota Foundation 
C-M 3854 
P.O. Box 70870 
St. Paul, MN 55170-3854 
Phone: (800) 775-2187

Donations can also be made online at http://
www.giving.umn.edu/giving_opps/outright_gifts/ 
Be sure to specify Fund 7616 Morris and Elaine 
Soffer Rockstein Fellowship Fund.

http://www.giving.umn.edu/giving_opps/outright_gifts/
http://www.giving.umn.edu/giving_opps/outright_gifts/
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Colony Collapse Disorder
by Marla Spivak and Gary Reuter

It is no wonder bees are suffering. They have to deal with resistant Varroa destructor mites, 
old wax combs with disease spores and pesticide residue, reduced forage, reduced diversity of forage, 
poor bee nutrition, crop and urban pesticides, increased acreage of monoculture farming, increased 
movement of bees, and importation of Australian bees. But the biggest question now:  is the collapse of 
honey bee colonies this year due to yet another factor?  Is there a new disease afflicting bees?  Are the 
effects of new classes of pesticides contributing to bee deaths?  Why are the bees leaving their colony 
and not returning?  What is the so-called Colony Collapse Disorder?  Scientists across the nation are 
trying to figure this out.  At this point, it is unclear why so many bee colonies are dying, and the name 
Colony Collapse Disorder is a placeholder until the true nature of the problem can be determined for 
certain.  Most likely, the bees are dying from a number of contributing factors that collectively place an 
enormous burden on the immune and detoxification systems of bees, eventually “putting them over the 
edge.”

What can you do?  Educate yourself.   
If you are not a beekeeper, please appreciate the bees in our environment!  Spread the word about 

the benefits of bees. Support research and extension efforts to promote the health of honey bees.  Learn 
to keep bees yourself!  

What is the University of Minnesota doing about the problem?  
Dr. Marla Spivak, Gary Reuter, and students focus all of their research and extension efforts 

on keeping bees healthy.  They teach several classes to the public, including keeping bees in northern 
climates, and raising and breeding queen bees.  There is a new on-line course that deals exclusively with 
beekeeping management techniques used to prevent and mitigate disease and mite transmission.  The 
Bee Lab web site has education materials on how to protect bees from pesticides, as well as materials on 
many general beekeeping practices.  The research efforts in Spivak’s lab concentrate on breeding bees 
for “hygienic behavior” - a mechanism of resistance against bee diseases and parasitic mites.  They are 
also researching ways to bolster the immune system of bees.  Please take a few minutes to navigate the 
lab’s web site for more information:  http://www.extension.umn.edu/honeybees/

http://www.extension.umn.edu/honeybees/
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Help our Bees!

Since 1918, the University of Minnesota has 
maintained an internationally recognized research 
and extension program on honey bees. Currently, the 
Department of Entomology supports the only bee 
research and extension program within the five-state 
region.  In recent years, the honey bee population has 
been severely threatened by diseases, parasitic mites, 
pesticides, and by the destruction of habitat necessary for 
prosperous honey bee colonies.

We have recently begun the planning 
stages to build a new internationally 
recognized honey bee research facility that 
features a public space for teaching and 
outreach to help address these issues.  This 
new interactive research lab will work in 
collaboration with our new Bell Museum of 
Natural History that is to be constructed in the 
next few years.  The key goal of this public 
space within our honey bee lab will be to 
encourage public understanding and involvement in research and education at the University

This facility, however, will need to be funded mainly through private funds.  We welcome any 
support you have to offer: financial contributions, letters to your local newspaper highlighting the 
issue and the need for support across the country and even contacting your local elected officials and 
encouraging them to pass any bills that would give aid to researchers and honey beekeepers nationwide.

If you wish to help fund our new facility, 
contributions can be sent to:

University of Minnesota Foundation
Fund #7168 Bee Center
C-M 3854
P.O. Box 70870
Saint Paul, MN 55170-3854

Or you can call Adam Fischer at 612-625-5766

Dr. Tanquary teaching Beekeeping

University of Minnesota Apiaries, September 1940

Beekeeping Short Course
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New BSL3 Plant Pathology Research Facility
by Zhishan Wu

The new Biosafety Level 3 (BSL3) Plant Pathology Research Facility was dedicated on November 
7, 2007, after being under construction for a little over one year.  The University of Minnesota (UMN) 
built the new state-of-the-art BSL3 facility on the St. Paul campus in partnership with the Minnesota 
Department of Agriculture (MDA).  The new facility is connected to the existing BSL2 Insect 
Containment Facility where several biocontrol research programs led by Entomology faculty members 
are carried out, including soybean aphid biological control and garlic mustard biological control.  The 
first biocontrol agent tested there, Binodoxys communis, a Chinese parasitic wasp of soybean aphid was 
approved by USDA APHIS to release in Minnesota and in other Midwestern states in the summer of 
2007.  

Plant Pathology Department Head Carol Ishimaru ppoke at 
the dedication ceremony.

New BSL3 Plant Pathology Research Facility.

The Minnesota state legislature, the MDA, the University of Minnesota, the USDA Forest Service 
and the Minnesota Soybean Growers provided funding for the construction and equipment.  As the only 
facility of its kind in the Midwest, this 5.2 million dollar facility will provide a secure environment 
for plant pathologists to conduct research on potentially devastating plant pathogens, such as Asian 
soybean rust, sudden oak death, and stem rust on small grains, before they arrive or become established 
in Minnesota and cause extensive economic damage.  The facility can also be used for research on 
various insect-vectored diseases.  Special features of the 4,500 square feet facility include four negative 
air pressure zones, two containment greenhouses, the misting room, a shower out system, and remote 
control of critical equipment, greenhouses and growth chambers.  The facility is expected to be certified 
by USDA APHIS and become operational in early 2008.

With the completion of the BSL3 Plant Pathology Research Facility, Minnesota has become a 
national leader in the fight against exotic agricultural pests which includes insects, noxious weeds and 
plant diseases.  The two facilities will be jointly operated by the UMN and the MDA.

L-R: Soybean Aphids (Photo by David Ragsdale, www.bugwood.org,), Sudden Oak Death, and Stem Rust  
(photos courtesy Louisiana State University AgCenter Archive, Bugwood.org 
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Andow Laboratory News

NSF-IGERT Grant
Several faculty in the Department (Andow, 

Heimpel, Krischik, Moon, Ragsdale, and Venette) 
are a part of a $3 million NSF Integrative Graduate 
Education and Research Training (IGERT) Grant 
on “Improving Risk Analysis for Invasive Species 
and Genotypes,” which started in August 2007.  
We provide traineeships to Ph.D. students ($30,000 
per year plus tuition) along with a curriculum and 
a variety of educational opportunities to work on 
the science underpinning real-world problems.  
Adam Zeilinger and Karrie Koch are two of our 
students who are presently supported by the grant.  
Information on the grant and applications can be 
found at http:// isg-igert.umn.edu/. 

Minnesota Futures Project
Dave Andow and a group of 12 other 

faculty, including Hutchison, Krischik and Venette 
from our Department, were recently awarded 
a Phase I grant from the Office of the Vice 
President for research to improve interdisciplinary 
collaboration in the University.  The Phase I 
grant will be used to conduct an interdisciplinary 
symposium during March 3-5, 2008 and prepare a 
Phase II research grant.

Invasive exotic species (species that are 
new to an area) cause significant economic and 
ecological impacts worldwide; in the US alone, 
losses are estimated to be $137 billion annually.  
Nonetheless, it has proven very challenging 
to predict the risk of invasiveness following 
initial introduction of an exotic species.  Hence, 
regulatory oversight of exotic species remains 
problematic.  There is widespread agreement that 
neither restricting all new introductions (such 
as release of new plant cultivars from breeding 
programs), nor ignoring the potential risks of 
exotic species is a reasonable response, and several 
national laws and international treaties have been 
established to address these issues (International 
Plant Protection Convention [IPPC], Convention 
on Biological Diversity [CBD], Plant Protection 

Act [PPA]).  These frameworks have met limited 
success in reducing exotic species invasions 
around the world; an inability to predict invasive 
potential has been a major impediment. 

Our overall goal in this Minnesota Futures 
Project is to build interdisciplinary collaborations 
to develop models that predict invasion risk and 
assemble empirical data to test these models.  The 
specific objectives of the proposed symposium are 
to: 

•	 Discuss the impact of exotic species 
and the need for research with students, 
state agencies, and other stakeholders in 
Minnesota;

•	 Enhance the public dialogue in Minnesota 
on exotic species risks to the environment;

•	 Bring together some of the major thinkers 
worldwide on these issues to initiate 
collaborations with Minnesota faculty; 

•	 Build and strengthen research 
collaborations in Minnesota to improve 
prediction of invasive potential.

Soybean Aphid.
Picture courtesy David Ragsdale and www.insectimages.org

http:// isg-igert.umn.edu/
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Ferrington Laboratory News

Moriya Rufer and Len Ferrington completed Version 1 of 
the Volunteer Stream Monitoring Interactive Verification 
Program (V SM-IVP), which went on-line in December 
2006.

The interactive pages allow Citizen Volunteers to verify 
identifications of aquatic insects to Family level. The 
home page is located at: 
http://www.entomology.umn.edu/midge/VSMIVP.htm 

This interactive verification program was made possible 
through the University of Minnesota Technology-
Enhanced Learning (TEL) Grant Program in order to aid 
citizen monitoring groups in the identification of aquatic 
insects.

All photographs in Version of the VSM-IVP were taken 
by Moriya M. Rufer except as otherwise noted in the 
captions.

The VSM-IVP is designed to serve as a supplement to The 
Guide to the Aquatic Invertebrates of the Upper Midwest 
(see picture) which can be down-loaded for free at  
http://www.entomology.umn.edu/midge/GuidePage.htm.

Graduate Student Changes

Klaudyna Borewicz, M.S. (Advisors: Roger Moon 
& Ann Fallon) Bloodmeal Hosts of Culex tarsalis 
(Coquillett), the Principal Vector of West Nile Virus 
in Minnesota.

Michelle DaCosta, Ph.D. (Advisor: Susan Weller) 
Phylogenetic Studies of Utetheisa Hübner, the 
Rattle Box Moth, and Other Arctiines (Lepidoptera: 
Noctuoidea: Arctiidae).

Cynthia (Simon) Hsu, Ph.D. (Advisor: George 
Heimpel) Spatial Distribution of the European Corn 
Borer, Ostrinia nubilalis (Hübner) (Lepidoptera: 
Crambidae), and Response of its Parasitoid 
Macrocentrus grandii Goidanich (Hymenoptera: 
Braconidae) to Host Spatial Heterogeneity.

Brian McCornack, Ph.D. (Advisor: David Ragsdale) 
Integrated Pest Management for Soybean Aphid, 
Aphis glycines Matsumura (Hemiptera: Aphididae), 
in the North Central U.S.

Joelle Olson, M.S. (Advisors: Roger Moon & Stephen 
Kells) Off-host Aggregation Behavior of the Bed 
Bug, Cimex lectularius (L.).

Graduations

New Graduate Students

Alyssa Anderson (Ph.D.) Advisor Len Ferrington.
Christine Dieckhoff (Ph.D.) Advisor George Heimpel.
Michael Goblirsch (Ph.D.) Advisor Stephen Kells.

Moriya Rufer, M.S. (Advisor: Len Ferrington) 
Chironomidae Emergence as an Indicator of Trophic 
State in Urban Minnesota Lakes.

Karen Shih, Ph.D. (Advisor: Ann Fallon) Evaluation 
of Polyploidy in the Fat Body of the Adult Female 
Mosquito.

Jermaine Watson, M.S. (Advisor: Tim Kurtti) 
Genetics of Malaria Resistance: The Comparison 
of Anopheles gambiae Resistance to Plasmodium 
falciparum and Plasmodium berghei.

Michele Yoder, M.S. (Advisor: David Ragsdale) 
Post-release monitoring of two classical biological 
control agents, Galerucella calmariensis (L.) and G. 
pusilla (Duftschmidt), on purple loosestrife, Lythrum 
salicaria L.

http://www.entomology.umn.edu/midge/VSMIVP.htm
http://www.entomology.umn.edu/midge/GuidePage.htm
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Since our last newsletter, a list of M.S. and Ph.D. Thesis titles has been posted on our site at  
http://www.entomology.umn.edu/hodsonaward/alumnithesistitlesA-E.html.  Please contact me at moexx012@
umn.edu if you find any errors.

As Dr. Weller mentioned in her letter, I recently discovered the back issues of the Department Newsletter, 
and was amazed to discover just how long the Department has been keeping in touch with its alumni.  Starting 
from the very first Newsletter, dated June 5, 1942, I have been scanning in the pages and converting them to 
electronic text so they may be posted on the web where everyone can read them.

The process has been both fascinating and frustrating.  Fascinating because it gives a glimpse into the past; 
frustrating because there is very little background information available about the people writing the letters.  Dr. 
Allan Peterson has been kind enough to provide me with some information and anecdotes which will be posted on 
the web, and I welcome any additional information our alumni and friends may have.

These are the people mentioned in the 1942 newsletters, along with the information I have about them.  An 
asterisk after the name indicates that we have some biographical information available about that person, but any 
additional information or personal anecdotes would be appreciated.

We are also missing several issues of the Newsletter and one of our issues (No. 7, June 25, 1943) is missing 
Page 16.  If you have a copy of Newsletter No. 7, 16-20 (1945-46) 23 (1947) 36 (1953 or 54), 48-49 (1959-1962), 
52 (1963-1965) or any Newsletters dated after Oct 1, 1970 and before March 1984, and are willing to lend us your 
copy to be scanned, please  let me know.

Aamodt, Thor*
Anderson, Roger
Barnett, Herbert C.
Benjamin, Daniel M.*
Bertagnolli, Alfred A.
Bickley, W. E.
Boyd, M. F.
Buzicky, Albert W.
Buzicky, Georgiana (Mrs. Albert)
Chen, Kan-Fan
Connell, Walter A
Daggy, Richard H.*
Denning, Donald G.*
Dery, Edwin
Dodge, H. Rodney
Douglass, Jess
Eddy, Samuel*
Elishewitz, Harold
Fan, Hsing Yun
Fisk, Frank
Fletcher, Frank C.
Granovsky, Alexander A.*
Gurney, Ashley B.*
Harden, Philip*
Hawley, Dorothy
Haydak, Mykola*
Heibel, Luella/Ruggles, Luella (Mrs. Gordon)
Hitchcock, John D.
Hodson, Alexander C.*
Hughes, John*
Jellison, William*
Johnson, Jr., Thomas H.
Karow, Helen (Department Secretary)
Knight, Kenneth L.
Knigin, Tamarath/Yolles, Tamarath (Mrs. Stanley F.)*

Kretzschmar, Gerhard
Larson, Tom
Lund, Horace O.
Lund, Jeanette (Mrs. Horace)
Medler, John T.*
Mickel, Clarence
Milliron, Herbert E.*
Nicholson, H. Page*
Oosthuizen, Martinus
Pederson, Calvin E.
Peters, Harold T.*
Peterson, Allan G.*
Peterson, Katherine (Mrs. Allan) see Wismer, Katherine*
Philip, C. B.
Pratt, Harry D.*
Pritchard, A. Earl*
Pritchard, Margaret (Mrs. A. Earl)
Quimby, Don
Quimby, Mary (Mrs. Don)
Riley, William A.*
Rockstein, Elaine (Mrs. Morris)
Rockstein, Morris*
Ruggles, Arthur G.*
Ruggles, Gordon*
Ruggles, Luella (Mrs. Gordon) see Heibel, Luella
Schroeder, Philip C.
Standish, John
Sun, Yun-Pei
Thomas, Edward
Tinkham, Ernest R.
Wallace, Franklin G.*
Weinman, Carl
Wismer, Katherine/Peterson, Katherine (Mrs. Allan)*
Yolles, Tamarath (Mrs. Stanley F.) see Knigin, Tamarath*

Web Site News
by  Janet Moe

http://www.entomology.umn.edu/hodsonaward/alumnithesistitlesA-E.html
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Pictures of Alumni & Friends mentioned in the 1942 Newsletters

Tamarath Knigin

Morris Rockstein

Division of Entomology and Economic Zoology, 1939
Back: Riley, Hanford, Ruggles, Shepard, Kohls, Mickel, Granovsky, Tanquary, ---, Murray;  

Middle: Aamodt, Telford, Denning, -----, Daggy, Pletsch, -----, Thomas, Pritchard;  
Front: Hodson, -----, -----, -----, Reinhardt, Haydak, Fisk

Martinus Oosthuizen  and Family Franklin G. Wallace

Gerhard Kretzschmar

Frank Fisk
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Alyssa Anderson – 2007: CFANS Global Change 
Fellowship, University of Minnesota; The 
Sping and Ying-ngoh T. Lin and Graduate 
School Block Grant Fellowship, University of 
Minnesota.

Will Bouchard – 2006: Morris and Elaine Soffer 
Rockstein and Graduate School Block Grant 
Fellowship, University of Minnesota.

Jeremy Chacon – 2007: Dayton-Wilkie Natural 
History Funds Grant, Bell Museum of Natural 
History.

Lourdes Chamorro-Lacayo – 2006: Doctoral 
Dissertation Fellowship, Graduate School, 
University of Minnesota; 2007: “Best paper of 
2006  award” from the Coleopterists’ Society.

Tederson Galvan – 2006: Marion Brooks-Wallace 
and Graduate School Block Grant Fellowship, 
for excellence at the Ph.D. Level, University of 
Minnesota.

Michael Goblirsch – 2007: The Sping and Ying-
ngoh T. Lin and Graduate School Block Grant 
Fellowship, University of Minnesota.

William Hutchison – 2007: ESA Distinguished 
Achievement Award in Extension.

Karrie Koch – 2007: Allan Peterson and Graduate 
School Block Grant Fellowship, for excellence 
at the M.S. level, University of Minnesota.

Christine Kulhanek – 2007: NSF Graduate 
Teaching Fellowship in K-12 Education (GK-
12), University of Minnesota.

Katie Lee – 2007: Scholarship from the 
Foundation for the Preservation of Honey Bees.

Brian McCornack – 2007: Dr. Alexander A. 
Granovsky Pest Management Scholarship, 
University of Minnesota.

Adela Oliva – 2007: Alexander P. and Lydia 
Anderson Graduate School Fellowship, 
University of Minnesota.

Gary Reuter – 2006: Wisconsin Honey Producers 
Beekeeper of the Year Award.

Desi Robertson – 2007: Morris and Elaine Soffer 
Rockstein and Graduate School Block Grant 
Fellowship, University of Minnesota.

Gregory Setliff – 2007: Dayton-Wilkie Natural 
History Funds Grant, Bell Museum of Natural 
History; Simons Foundation Summer Fellowship 
in Systematic Biology, Bell Museum of Natural 
History, University of Minnesota.

Jodi Swanson – 2007: Scholarship from the 
Foundation for the Preservation of Honey Bees.

Abigail Walter – 2007: CFANS Global Change 
Fellowship, University of Minnesota.

Honors and Awards

Best Paper of 2006 Award
Ph.D. candidate Lourdes Chamorro has 

received the “Best paper of 2006  award” from the 
Coleopterists’ Society for her paper: Chamorro-
Lacayo, M.L., A.S. Konstantinov, and A.G. 
Moseyko. 2006. Comparative Morphology of the 
Female Genitalia and some Abdominal Structures 
of Neotropical Cryptocephalini (Coleoptera: 
Chrysomelidae: Cryptocephalinae). The 
Coleopterists Bulletin, 60(2):113-134.

This annual award recognizes the best paper 
published in The Coleopterists Bulletin from the 
preceding year.

Scholarships from the 
Foundation for the Preservation 

of Honey Bees.
Katie Lee (M.S.) and Jodi Swanson  

(Ph.D.) were awarded 2007 Scholarships from 
the Foundation for the Preservation of Honey 
Bees which will be presented to them at the 2008 
National Beekeeping Conference in January.

Katie Lee’s research examines how to best 
sample colonies and apiaries for varroa mites.  
The goal of her research is to provide a basis for 
good IPM practices under migratory beekeeping 
conditions.

Jodi Swanson’s research explores the 
chemical cues associated with diseased brood to 
determine which of them elicit hygienic behavior.  
The goal of her work is to provide beekeepers a 
fast and reliable test to screen stocks and select for 
hygienic behavior.
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Hodson Graduate Alumni Award Recipient, 2007
Whitney Cranshaw

Whitney S. Cranshaw is Professor and Extension 
Entomologist in the Department of Bioagricultural 
Science and Pest Management at Colorado 
State University, Fort Collins. Dr. Cranshaw 
received his B.A. at Hampshire College, Amherst, 
Massachusetts (1976) and his M.S. (1979) and 
Ph.D. (1981) in Entomology at the University of 
Minnesota. Dr. Cranshaw was Extension Specialist 
- Entomology at the University of Minnesota 
before joining CSU in 1982.

At CSU, Dr. Cranshaw holds a three-way 
appointment (Extension/Research/Teaching). 
His research is in applied pest management of 
insect pests of horticultural crops, shade trees, 
ornamentals, fruit, turf, and greenhouse crops. His 
extension duties include all previously mentioned 
subjects plus household and medically important 
insects and “general entomological inquiries.” 
Among numerous awards Dr. Cranshaw has 
received for his extension contributions are: MVP 
(Most Valuable Professional) from the Colorado 
Association of Lawn Care Professionals (2004), 
Distinguished Achievement Award in Extension 
from the Entomological Society of America 
(1999), Turf Professional of the Year from the 
Rocky Mountain Regional Turfgrass Association 
(1996) and Person of the Year from Green 
Industries of Colorado (1992).

Dr. Cranshaw has advised 28 graduate 
students, 22 M.S. and 6 Ph.D. recipients. It is 
testimony to his commitment and enthusiasm 

that he has never had an advisee who did not 
complete his/her degree. Dr. Cranshaw is one 
of CSU’s most popular classroom instructors. 
In 2006, he was recipient of both the Waterpik 
Excellence in Education Award (presented at the 
Brigham Young University-CSU football game) 
and the CSU Alumni Association “Best Teacher 
Award.” His hugely popular undergraduate course, 
Insects, Science and Society has one of the largest 
enrollments of any course offered at CSU. Dr 
Cranshaw teaches two other courses, Horticultural 
Entomology and Insect-Plant Disease Relationship, 
co-teaches Integrated Tree Health Management and 
guest lectures in four other courses.

Dr. Cranshaw has authored four books 
popularizing insect science: Pests of the West 
(1992, 2nd ed. 1998), Bagging Big Bugs (2005) 
and Guide to Colorado Insects (2006) both co-
authored with Boris Kondratieff) and Garden 
Insects of North America: The Ultimate Guide 
to Backyard Bugs (2004). The latter work has 
been acclaimed as “the most comprehensive book 
on insect and mite pests of vegetable, fruit, and 
ornamental plants now in print” (James Baker, 
North Carolina State University). “Whitney 
Cranshaw is probably the only entomologist 
who could pull off such a large undertaking! His 
clear, concise writing style, his completeness, 
and his attention to proper illustration will put 
this book ahead of any other in the field” (David 
Shetlar, Ohio State University). Awards received 
for Garden Insects of North America include: 
the Entomological Project Award from the Board 
Certified Entomologists, Entomological Society 
of America, North Central Branch (2005), Garden 
Writers of America, Bronze Award/Technical Book 
Writing (2005), and Finalist (Educational Non-
fiction), Colorado Book Awards (2004). 

His web page can be found at:   
http://www.colostate.edu/Depts/bspm/Faculty_
Pages/cranshaw.html

http://www.colostate.edu/Depts/bspm/Faculty_Pages/cranshaw.html
http://www.colostate.edu/Depts/bspm/Faculty_Pages/cranshaw.html
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Graduate Student Award Day Pictures, 2007

About the Hodson Graduate Alumni Award
The Hodson Graduate Alumni Award in the Department of Entomology, College of Food, Agricultural and 

Natural Resource Sciences at the University of Minnesota was established in 1998 in memory of Dr. Alexander. 
C. Hodson, Department Head from 1960-1974.  The award is intended to annually recognize and honor an 
outstanding alumna or alumnus of the Department of Entomology.  The Award will be presented annually 
during the Department’s Honors Day, which also pays tribute to the achievements of students in the Entomology 
Graduate Program.

Dr. Hodson was born in Reading, Massachusetts and attended the University of Massachusetts (B.S. 1928), 
and then the University of Minnesota (M.A. 1931 and Ph.D. 1935).  During his graduate student period, he 
also attended the University of Washington’s Puget Sound Biological Station in the summer of 1930 where he 
studied marine ecology, an experience which was to have a profound influence upon his later career.  He studied 
and worked as a Teaching Assistant, and later as an Instructor, while a graduate student in the Departments of 
Zoology, and Entomology and Economic Zoology.  Through his career in the latter Department, he moved up 
through academic ranks to Professor and finally to Head of the Department in 1960.  In 1962, he was instrumental 
in changing the Department’s name to Entomology, Fisheries, and Wildlife.  In 1974, at the age of 68, he retired.  
Dr. Hodson passed away March 13, 1996 at the age of 89.

Top L: Brian McCornack receiving the 
Dr. Alexander A. Granovsky Pest 
Management Award.

Top R: Karrie Koch, Recipient of the Allan 
Peterson and Graduate School Block 
Fellowship for excellence at the M.S. 
Level

Middle L: Ted Galvan receiving the Marion 
Brooks-Wallace and Graduate School 
Block Fellowship for excellence at the 
Ph.D. Level

Middle R: Abby Walter, recipient of the 
CFANS Global Change Fellowship.

Bottom L: Alyssa Anderson, Recipient of 
the CFANS Global Change Fellowship 
and the Sping  and Ying-ngoh and 
Graduate School Block Fellowship

Borrom R: Desi Robertson receiving the 
Morris and Elaine Soffer Rockstein 
and Graduate School  Block Grant 
Fellowship
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Graduate Student Award Day Pictures, 2007

The Department’s Graduate Student Award Winners

Chris Kulhanek, Frenatae Vice President, presenting Marla 
Spivak with the 2007 FAME award

Dr. Ted Radcliffe

Whitney Cranshaw receiving the Hodson Graduate Alumni 
Award from his Advisor Dr. Ted Radcliffe
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The Department of  Entomology, College of  Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource 
Sciences at the University of  Minnesota is proud to announce a call for nominations for 
the  2008 Hodson Graduate Alumni Award. The Award, named in honor of  Dr. Alexander 
Hodson, Department Head from 1960 - 1974, is intended to annually recognize and honor 
an outstanding alumna or alumnus of  the Department of  Entomology. The Award will be 
presented during the Department’s Honors Day which also pays tribute to the achievements of  
students in the Entomology Graduate Program.

Nominations are invited based on the following:
❖	One awardee will be chosen annually in February and invited to participate in the Department’s 

Honors Day. The award includes travel to St. Paul and related expenses. 
❖ Nominees must have received a graduate degree in an entomological program from the 

University of Minnesota. The degree must have been granted at least five years before 
nomination. 

❖	 Nominees must have demonstrated distinguished accomplishment and leadership in 
entomology through research, writing, teaching, extension or administration, and related career 
activities. 

❖	 Nominations consist of a letter highlighting the nominee’s accomplishments, a current 
curriculum vitae, and three letters of support. Only one nomination from the same source will be 
accepted in a given year. 

❖ The awardee must be willing to present a seminar during the Department’s Honors Day in May, 
2008. 

❖	 The award will not be bestowed on the same person more than once in ten years. 

Nominations will be accepted at anytime, but must be received by 31 January to 
be considered for the current year’s award. The awardee will be selected by the Awards 
Committee of  the Department of  Entomology.

To be eligible for the 2008 Award, nominations must be received by  
31 January, 2008. The Award will be presented at a  

Department Honors Day in May 2008.

Nominations should be sent to:
Dr. Mark E. Ascerno 
219 Hodson Hall 
University of  Minnesota 
1980 Folwell Ave 
St. Paul, MN 55108 

2008
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Alumni & Friends - College Update
Bill Hutchison and Mary Buschette, Alumni Relations

Keep connected to the University of Minnesota 
through both the University of Minnesota Alumni 
Association (UMAA) and the College of Food, 
Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences Alumni 
Society.

M Alumni Online is a web service that 
includes a directory of more than 300,000 alumni and 
friends of the U of M. The service also includes career 
networking tools. All U of M alumni may register for 
M Alumni Online free of charge and update their own 
directory listings. UMAA members may search the 
alumni directory and participate in the career network. 
Explore M Alumni Online at www.alumni.umn.edu/
MAlumniOnline. 

The College’s Alumni Society offers many 
networking and social opportunities.  The Mentor 
Program matches undergrads with professionals in 
their career interest areas.  Alums can also volunteer to 
provide informational interviews via email and phone. 
Classes Without Quizzes was a half-day seminar that 
highlights how the research in the College impacts 
our daily lives (April 1, 2006).  The Golf Scramble for 
Scholarships consists of a golf tournament and silent 
auction to raise funds for student scholarships.   
More information is available at 
http://alumni.cfans.umn.edu 

Additional resources:
U of M Website - www.umn.edu

U of M Alumni Association - www.alumni.umn.edu 

Entomology & Friends Email list for information and 
notices of events: Go to  
http://www.entomology.umn.edu and click on link for 
Alumni mailing list

If you have any questions about activities and 
events for alumni and friends, or to receive a monthly 
electronic alumni newsletter, please contact:

Mary Buschette  ‘87
Director for Alumni Relations
College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences
235 Skok Hall
2003 Upper Buford Circle
St. Paul MN 55108
612-624-1745/800-UM-ALUMS
mbuschet@umn.edu 

The Publicity Committee has a long-term goal of 
improving communication among alumni and friends of 
the department.  Beginning with the Spring ‘97 Newsletter, 
the department renewed its commitment to provide a more 
consistent forum for keeping you posted with departmental 
news, with fellow alumni and friends.  For those with access 
to the WWW, we are planning an expanded new series of 
Alumni & Friends pages which we hope many of you can use 
to obtain more frequent updates.  The newsletter, the WWW 
page, and the Annual Mixer at the National ESA meeting  
are three primary ways we hope to improve and maintain 
communication.

We Want to Hear from You!
Depending on when you graduated, or last walked 

the byways of Hodson Hall, you may have a very clear 
or somewhat fuzzy recollection of our department.  You 
may also have some unique stories and memories of the 
department that we would enjoy hearing.  Regardless of when 
you last visited, we and our alumni would appreciate any 
updates you would like to provide, including your current 
position, address, favorite aspects of your position, travel 
opportunities, etc.  Finally, any suggestions you might have 
for our department or the newsletter would be appreciated as 
well.

If you know where some of our alumni are located, 
please let us know.  You may use the update form at the end 
of this newsletter for other alumni as well as any updates or 
change of address that you have had.

Goals:
• Renew commitment to alumni and friends of the 

University of Minnesota, by providing timely news 
of departmental and alumni activity.

• Facilitate connections between alumni and friends, 
and alumni and faculty, by providing updated 
addresses (including e-mail), and more alumni and 
friends information in the Newsletter.

• Provide a forum for acknowledging alumni and 
current graduate student accomplishments.

• Encourage support for program needs within 
Entomology, with a primary emphasis on Excellence 
in Graduate Education.

Suggestions Always Welcome!

Contact:
 Bill Hutchison
 612-624-1767
 hutch002@umn.edu

Alumni and Friends of the Department:  If you have not 
recently sent us an update regarding your varied activities, 
please do so before the next newsletter!  You may send your 
updates, directly to Janet Moe, by e-mail to:  moexx012@
umn.edu, OR feel free to use the form in the back of this 
newsletter. 

Alumni & Friends

http://www.alumni.umn.edu/MAlumniOnline
http://www.alumni.umn.edu/MAlumniOnline
http://alumni.coafes.umn.edu
http://www.umn.edu
http://www.alumni.umn.edu
http://www.entomology.umn.edu/
mailto://mbuschet@umn.edu
mailto://hutch002@umn.edu
mailto://moexx012@umn.edu
mailto://moexx012@umn.edu
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Photos from Ft. Lauderdale (2006)

Nancy Schellhorn

Peter James
Susan Weller with Hat

Deb McCullough and Rich Hansen

John Sargent and Joelle Olson

Matt Carroll and Erin Hodgson
Robert Suranyi, Chis DiFonzo, Dave Ragsdale, Jeff 

Davis and  John Glaser (EPA)

Handing out door prizes

Joelle Olson with a Honey Bear
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Photos from Ft. Lauderdale (2006)

Matt Carroll with his prize

Grad Students Greg Setliff and Desi Roberston

Ted Radcliffe, Kathy Flanders and Richard Jones

Kamal Gandhi and Jana Lee

Ted Granovsky and Peter James

Having a good time

A U of MN Calendar!

Visiting with Old Friends

Susan Weller and Erin Hodgson
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Photos from San Diego (2007)

Albert Grable and Mark Ascerno Bob Koch, Deb McCullough, Bill Hutchison and Jeff Hahn

Eric Mussen

Karrie Koch, Abby Walter and Zeynap Sezen
Ted Granovsky

Chris DiFonzo and Gerrit Cuperus Roger Moon, Tim Lysyk (Ag Canada, Lethbridge), and  
Heloisa and Aricio Linhares, from Campinas, Brazil

Robert Bartelt and Florence Dunkel David Bartels and Chris DiFonzo



29

Photos from San Diego (2007)

Robert Suranyi and 
Jorge Ruano Rossil

The Systematics Clade (L-R):
Amanda Roe, Michelle DaCosta, 
Peter Larson, Susan Weller, Ralph 

Holzenthal, Patina Mendez, 
Becky Simmons

David Ragsdale and Advisees 
(L-R): Chris DiFonzo, Brian 

McCornack, Jorge Ruano Rossil, 
David Ragsdale, Erin Hodgson, 
Robert Suranyi, Karrie Koch, 

Matt Carroll

Ted Radcliffe and Advisees (L-R): 
Jeff Davis, Robert Suranyi,  

Jorge Ruano Rossil, Matt Carroll, 
Ted Radcliffe, Chris DiFonzo, 

Whitney Cranshaw,  
Gerrit Cuperus, Betty Radcliffe
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WISDom In generoSIty
….from the UofM Foundation and the College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences

Generosity through wills, trusts, and other 
kinds of planned gifts promises great things for 
the future of the University of Minnesota.  Alumni 
and friends have provided funds for scholarships, 
fellowships, professorships, research and special 
programs while meeting personal financial goals.

All gifts are truly investments in wisdom—
knowledge for a changing world.

They also can be wise financial investments.

Name an Endowment and 
Increase your Income Payments

Life income agreements allow you to create 
a named endowment and generate an annual 
income for you and/or other beneficiaries. Tax 
advantages include increased income (some of 
which may be tax free), estate tax charitable 
deductions, and a full or partial bypass of capital 
gains if you give appreciated securities.

Charitable Gift Annuity 
A charitable gift annuity can be established with a 
gift of $10,000 and is funded with a gift of cash or 
marketable securities.  You and one other person 
can receive income from your gift for life—at 
an annuity rate of up to 11.3%, depending on 
your age.  Your annuity rate and your income tax 
deduction are based on age at the time the gift is 
made.

Age	 Annuity	Rate*	 Annuity	 Tax
		 	 (Based	on	 Deduction*
	 	 $25,000	gift)
90+	 11.3%	 $2,825	 $14,108
85	 9.5%	 $2,375	 $12,847
80	 8.0%	 $2,000	 $11,874
75	 7.1%	 $1,775	 $10,566
70	 6.5%	 $1,625	 $9,216
65	 6.0%	 $1,500	 $8,093
60	 5.7%	 $1,425	 $6,786

*Rates and tax deduction for two lives will be 
lower.  Tax deduction may vary slightly depending 
on the month of the gift.

“I never thought I could make such a 
wonderful gift.”

A charitable remainder trust provides the donor 
or designated beneficiary annual income payments.  
It combines charitable giving with other financial 

goals, including life or long-term income and a 
bypass of capital gains if appreciated property is 
used. You can establish a charitable remainder trust 
with a gift of $100,000 or more by transferring 
cash, stocks, bonds, and/or real estate to establish 
the trust.  The trust will pay a life income to you 
and others, at either a fixed amount  (annuity 
trust) or a percentage of the trust’s market value 
(unitrust).

Example: 
John and Mary, both age 65, fund a charitable 
remainder unitrust with $100,000 in appreciated 
securities that originally cost $50,000.  They 
choose a 5% payout rate and receive a charitable 
deduction of $35,069.  Their first year income 
will be approximately $5,000.  Future income will 
vary with the trust value.  Assuming an 8% total 
return for the trust, the before-tax benefit to them 
over their life expectancies is estimated to be over 
$194,922. After their lifetimes, the remaining 
principal estimated to be over $216,953 passes to 
the Department of Entomology.

Charitable Lead Trust 
If you have more income than you need to 

maintain your lifestyle, and want to support the 
university before transferring assets to family 
members, then a CLT may be a good estate-

planning tool for you.  You can look forward to 
these benefits when you set up a CLT:

• Provide immediate valuable resources for 
the University

• Benefit family members with your gift
• Keep the appreciation of your trust assets 

out of your taxable estate
• Maintain control of the trust assets
• Fund the trust with growth assets and pass 

appreciation to family members without 
gift tax

• Shrink or eliminate federal gift and estate 
taxes on transfers of trust principal to heirs

A Charitable Lead Trust pays income to the 
University for a term of years, and then transfers 
assets to your family at a reduced federal gift and 
estate tax rate.  There has never been a better time 
to take advantage of this estate-planning tool.  The 
combination of low valued stocks and the lowest 
IRS AFR (rate used to determine the tax impact 
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of the transfer) create an opportunity to pass what 
could be significant gain in these stocks to family 
members at a very reduced estate tax cost.  

Example:

A stock worth $200,000 (which was worth 
$500,000 two years ago and could return to that 
value in 10 years or less) could be passed to 
children in ten years from 8% lead trust at a gift tax 
cost of $69,504.  If the stock should increase at an 
even greater rate, all the additional value would be 
passed on with no additional gift tax cost. 

A CLT may be a testamentary lead trust (you 
invest in the University and then transfer assets 
to your beneficiaries at reduced or no estate tax) 
or a grantor lead trust with certain term limit.  It 
is possible to get the trust assets back (a grantor 
lead trust) after a certain term, often 20 years.  
However, a grantor lead trust doesn’t allow you 
to save on gift and estate taxes because the assets 
remain in your estate.

Create a Legacy Through your Will or your 
Retirement Plan

• A substantial gift can be made without 
affecting your family’s current financial 
security

• Both principal and the income of your 
assets ARE available to you during your 
lifetime

• The ultimate use of the funds may be 
designated as you see fit

• A scholarship or fellowship endowed 
through a bequest carries in perpetuity the 
name you designate

• You enjoy the good feelings that come 
from knowing that your gift will be an 
investment in wisdom and knowledge

• Tax savings for your estate are maximized.

Legacies make important statements about 
who we are, what we believe in, the people and 
institutions who have shaped us, and how we 
want to be remembered.  Leaving a Legacy to 
the University of Minnesota is a testament to 
your feelings for the University and ensures that 
what you experienced will be carried on to future 
generations.

Language for a bequest:

I give, devise, bequeath to the University of 
Minnesota Foundation, University of Minnesota, 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55454  (insert sum, 
property, or percentage of estate), which shall 
be used for the support of the College of Food, 
Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences, 
Department of Entomology.

Designating a beneficiary for I.R.A. and/
or Retirement Fund Designation Form:  You 
may use similar language as a bequest.   Check 
with your fund manager for a designation form to 
include the University of Minnesota Foundation 
and your preferred college or department.

“It gives me a great sense of satisfaction to be able 
to provide a scholarship long after I’m gone.”

MORE INFORMATION

For confidential inquiries concerning cash 
gifts, or gifts of securities for the Department of 
Entomology, contact:

Cynthia Cashman 
Director of Development
CFANS External Relations
235 Skok Hall
2003 Upper Buford Circle
St. Paul, MN  55108
Ph:  612-624-7489
Ph:  1-800-775-2187
Email:  cashman@umn.edu

Along with the UofM’s recent emphasis on 
undergraduate scholarships, we in Entomology 
are continuing to focus on new gifts and 
endowments to support Distinguished Graduate 
Fellowships.  Current fellowships and scholarships 
include the Morris and Elaine Soffer Rockstein 
Graduate Fellowship, the Sping & Ying-ngoh Lin 
Graduate Fellowship, the Allan Peterson Graduate 
Fellowship, the Granovsky Pest Management 
Scholarship and the Marion Brooks-Wallace 
Graduate Fellowship.

Please visit http://www.cfans.umn.edu/
alumnidonors.html for more information.

mailto:cashman@umn.edu
http://www.cfans.umn.edu/alumnidonors.html
http://www.cfans.umn.edu/alumnidonors.html
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Alumni Updates

Jetske De Boer (post-doc 2004 – 2007) was awarded a competitive post-doctoral 
fellowship at the Center for Ecological and Evolutionary Studies at the 
University of Groningen in the Netherlands.

Cynthia (Simon) Hsu (Ph.D. 2007) has accepted a post-doctoral research 
position at Cornell University.

Dr. Que Lan (Ph.D. 1993), currently Associate Professor of Entomology at U. 
Wisconsin Madison, is featured in a recent “Discovery series of University of 
Wisconsin faculties” in the Wisconsin State Journal for her efforts to identify 
compounds that block cholesterol metabolism in mosquitoes. 
 
Lan’s team used a technique called high-throughput screening to evaluate 
more than 40,000 chemicals. It was determined that only 12 met their criteria. 
Lan’s team is now in the process of setting up field-testing, to be done next 
summer at U.S. Department of Agriculture facilities in Florida. If all goes 
well, putting the science to practical use is likely 5-10 years down the road. 
Daughter Crystal and son Hunter were very proud to show their teachers and 
classmates what their mom does.  
 
If you are interested in reading the story, you can find the article in the 
following website: 
http://www.madison.com/wsj/home/local/index.php?ntid=252105&ntpid=5

Jana Lee (Ph.D. 2004) has accepted a permanent position as a Research 
Entomologist at a USDA-ARS laboratory in Corvallis, Oregon.

Kris Wyckhuys (post-doc 2005 – 2007) has accepted a position as research 
director at the Horticulture Research Center of the Universidad Jorge Tadeo 
Lozano, in Bogota, Columbia.

Min Zhu (Ph.D. 2004), currently Associate professor at China Jiliang Univ., 
Hangzhou, received a three-year National Science Foundation grant. 
 
The grant is about RMB 260,000, and will be matched by her University.  Min 
reports that “the grant competition was high,” with a success rate of 19%.

http://www.madison.com/wsj/home/local/index.php?ntid=252105&ntpid=5
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Dr. Allan Peterson (Ph.D. 1947 and Professor Emeritus), recently moved from his farm near Aitkin to 
Crookston and is now living near his son and grandchildren.  He sent the Department two poems to 
commemorate the occasion.

Goodbye, Old Farm! 

You have given me happiness in the daytime 
And peace in the night-time! 

I love the old log house, the rolling land, and the pond 
And the wooded hills that lie on beyond! 

I love my paths in the woods with so much to see, 
All the flowers, the beaver house, and the heron rookery! 

I love to cut wood to stack in the barn 
For cold winter days to keep the house warm! 

I love to watch the birds at the feeders, 
So busy from morning until night!

And see the moon and the stars 
Rise over the trees so bright! 

‘Tis then the deer come out on the meadow 
To feed at the end of the day;

So peaceful it is to see them there 
Grazing on clover and remnants of hay. 

Goodbye, Old Farm! 
You have been a wonderful part of my life! 

May the old log house live on for another hundred years!
Earthly things must come to an end, 

But precious memories live on forever! 
Goodbye, Old Farm! I love you! 

And Goodbye, Dear Friends. I love you, too! 
God Bless You! 

Here I Be!

Another chapter in life, and here I be
Sitting in the lap of luxury!

No more weeding in a hot summer sun.
It seems as if my work is done.

So in air-conditioned comfort here I be
Sitting in the lap of luxury!

No more a long walk for the mail.
It’s right at my door without fail!

So in my armchair here I be
Sitting in the lap of luxury!

No more sawing and splitting wood.
Instead I sit in a relaxed mood,

And with book in hand here I be
Sitting in the lap of luxury!

No more plowing and shoveling snow.
This is not the life I know!

I am as lazy as I can be
Sitting in the lap of luxury!

I walk every day for exercise
But not very far as you can surmise.

So at my age of 93, here I be
Sitting in the lap of luxury!

My son, his wife, and grandkids, too
Are here to help in all that I do.

So with much joy and thankfulness here I be
Sitting in the lap of luxury!

Dr. Peterson’s new address is: 
1642 Summerfield Drive. Apt. 1
Crookston, MN  56716 
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After we contacted Dr. Peterson regarding the newsletter archive project, he sent along some 
anecdotes about life in the Division of Entomology and Economic Zoology:

Soon after I arrived in Minnesota in the summer of 1939, I had 
been in a potato field, and in mid-afternoon returned to my desk, 
dirty, sweaty, and wearing some old khaki pants and a T-shirt.  There 
was a note on my desk that Dr. Riley wanted to see me.  So I walked 
in his office to see what he wanted.  When I came out, two grad 
students were solemnly waiting for me.  They said “Grad students 
must never go to see Dr. Riley unless they are wearing a suit and a 
tie.

Dr. Granovsky always wore a suit, white shirt, tie and felt hat to 
the field.  He finally relented and changed his suit pants for britches 
and fence boots.  A farmer saw him in his neighbor’s potato field.  
He called the neighbor. “There is a boy scout in your potato field.  
You’d better see what is going on!”

Ed Thomas was Dr. Shepard’s grad student.  At the Christmas 
party Mrs. Thomas was standing sipping a cup of coffee.  Ed 
Thomas came up.  She said, “How do you do, Mr. Thomas!”  He 
said, “How do you do Mrs. Shepard.”  Then Ed said, “Mrs. Shepard, 
do you know how to play motorboat?”  She replied, “Why, no, Mr. 
Thomas.  How do you play that?”  Ed put his finger in her coffee, 
twirled his finger and made a noise like a motor with his tongue.

After the war I stopped to see Dr. Riley at his house on 
Cleveland Ave.  He was retired, but he wore his formal suit, white 
shirt, tie and felt hat.  He was taking off the screens and putting 
on storm windows.  He grinned at me and said, “You know, I have 
never done this before, but it is kind of fun!”



35

HELP US KEEP OUR ALUMNI DATABASE CURRENT!
You do not need to complete this if you recently supplied this information for us.

Name: ___________________________________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________________________________

City, State & Zip: __________________________________________________________________

Phone: __________________________________________________________________________

e-mail: __________________________________________________________________________

U of M Degree(s): _____________Year: _______________ Advisor: ________________________

Current Position: __________________________________________________________________

Institution/Employer: _______________________________________________________________

Business Address: _________________________________________________________________

Business Phone: _________________________ Fax: ____________________________________

Previous employment history:

1  ______________________________________________________________________________

2  ______________________________________________________________________________

3 _______________________________________________________________________________

Professional/Personal Highlights:  _____________________________________________________

: _______________________________________________________________________________

: _______________________________________________________________________________

OK to highlight selected information in next newsletter?  Please circle:    yes      no

OK to print address/phone/e-mail  in next newsletter?  Please circle:    yes      no

Please e-mail Janet Moe if you’d like to sign up for our Alumni and Friends e-mail list.

If you’d like to receive this newsletter electronically, via an e-mailed web link or PDF file, please e-mail Janet 
Moe (moexx012@umn.edu).

P.S.  Please send photos for our next Newsletter!
Please return to:

Attention:  Janet Moe
Department of Entomology
219 Hodson Hall, 1980 Folwell Ave.
University of Minnesota
St. Paul, MN  55108

mailto://moexx012@umn.edu
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The Entomology Newsletter is an annual publication of the Department of Entomology, University of Minnesota.  
The University of Minnesota is committed to the policy that all persons shall have equal access to its programs, facilities, and 
employment without regard to race, color, creed, religion, national origin, sex, age, marital status, disability, public assistance 
status, veteran status, or sexual orientation.

Department of Entomology
University of Minnesota
219 Hodson Hall
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Phone: (612) 624-3636
Fax:     (612) 625-5299
E-mail: entodept@umn.edu
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