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ICI's National Center on Educational 
Outcomes Receives $45 Million Grant 
The U.S. Department of Education (USDOE) has awarded $45 million to the National 
Center on Educational Outcomes (NCEO) at the Institute on Community Integration 
(lcr) to form a partnership that will develop innovative approaches to alternate assess
ments for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities in grades 3-12. The 
new National Center and State Collaborative (NCSC), funded by the Office of Special 
Education Programs in the USDOE, is a network of national centers and 19 states and 
is directed by NCEO senior research fellow Rachel Quenemoen and NCEO Director 
Martha Thurlow. 

Over the next four years, NCSC will build a comprehensive assessment system 
based on the Common Core State Standards that includes project-developed tools and 
processes to support educators as they plan and provide appropriate instruction for 
students with the most significant cognitive disabilities. These supports will help Indi
vidualized Education Program teams accurately identify the learner characteristics and 
make appropriate decisions about how each student participates in the overall system 
of assessments. 

In today's schools, all students with disabilities must be participating and making 
progress in a curriculum based on the academic content standards defined for all 
students, content that is age-appropriate, engaging, and challenging. Some educators 
have been concerned about instruction and assessments for such a highly varied group 
of students, since students with the most significant cognitive disabilities may learn 
and show what they know in different ways from their classmates. Rachel Quenemoen 
responds to these concerns saying, "Very early on in this work, we found startling 
evidence that students with the most significant cognitive disabilities were able to 
master and apply in meaningful ways the academic skills and knowledge that we never 
before had tried to teach them. We also know that development of new academic as
sessments cannot ensure improved outcomes for students without other high quality 
educational practices in place. That is why our project will develop not only a system of 
assessments to accurately reflect what the students have learned, but we will also build 
an integrated system of curriculum and instructional materials along with intensive 
professional development and support to build capacity in our schools to teach these 
students well. " 

The NCSC partners include NCEO as the host and fiscal agent, along with the 
National Center for the Improvement of Educational Assessment, the University of 
Kentucky'S Human Development Institute, the College of Education at the University 
of North Carolina - Charlotte, and edCount. The 19 state partners are Alaska, Arizona, 
Connecticut, District of Columbia, Florida, Georgia, Indiana, Louisiana, Massachu
setts, Nevada, New York, North Dakota, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South Carolina, 
South Dakota, Tennessee, Wyoming, and six U.S. entities in the Pacific Rim. Together 
they have 90,000 students with Significant cognitive disabilities in grades 3-12. 

For more information contact Rachel Quenemoen at quene003@umn.edu. 

Staff Update 
• Staff Hires: Kristin CiCi and Nam 

Kim, GRAs, Transition. Staff 
Departures: Becky Lim, GRA, Transi
tion; and Jenny Tranmer, Temporary/ 
Hourly, Transition. 

• Derek Nord has been selected to receive 
the 2010 Young Professional Award from 
the Association of University Centers on 
Disabilities (AUCD). The award is given 
in recognition of his contributions to 
the Association and the disabilities field, 
especially in the area of employment and 
persons with disabilities. Presentation of 
the award will be made at a special cer
emony during AUCD's Annual Meeting 
on November 2. 

• Jean Ness and David R. Johnson are 
the ICI project directors for the Institute's 
new $668,918 subcontract on Check 
& Connect: A Model for Engaging and 
Retaining Students with Intellectual Dis
abilities in Higher Education, a five-year, 
$2.2 million grant awarded to Central 
Lakes College by the U.S. Department 
of Education, Office of Postsecondary 
Education. This project is a partner-
ship of Central Lakes College in central 
Minnesota, Ridgewater College in west
central Minnesota, and ICI. Jean is also 
the Institute's project director for ICI's 
new $277,570 subcontract on Connect
ing Through Service, a three-year, $1.4 
million grant from the Corporation for 
National and Community Service to the 
Fond du Lac Education Division of the 
Fond du Lac Band ofLake Superior 
Chippewa in northeastern Minnesota. 
Both projects began October 1, 2010. 

Dates to Remember ... 
November 5: ICI 25th Anniversary Celebration, 
5:30-7:30, McNamara Alumni Center 

• November 9: ICI Counci l, 10-12, 118 Pattee 



From the Front Office 
News from ICI's Administrative Staff 

• Community Fund Drive. The 2010 
Community Fund Drive (CFD), the 
University's annual drive to raise funds 
for local non-profit organizations, began 
October 1 and ends October 31. Last year 
U ofM employees pledged $1.2 million to 
the seven participating federations. This 
year the U is committed to surpass that 
pledge amount and promote "Double 
your compassion. Double your concern. 
Double your giving." For further informa
tion and to pledge online, visit the CFD 
Web site at www1.umn.edu/cfd/. Ques
tions? Contact Amy Kurowski (102 Pattee, 
kuro0008@umn.edu, 4-2380), Laurene 
Christensen (202 Pattee, chri1010@umn. 
edu, 4-5832), or Lori Sedlezky (212 Pattee, 
sedl0003@umn.edu, 4-7668). 

• Attention Vacation Eligible Staff and 
Supervisors. Two training dates have 
been announced for Workgroup Calen-

dar, the College of Education and Human 
Development's (CEHD) online vacation 
tracking and reporting tool. Jenny Olson 
from the College's Financial Services 
Office will lead the trainings in Room 
325 of the Educational Sciences Building. 
Workgroup Calendar will change how 
eligible staff and their supervisors request 
and report vacation so they must attend 
one of the trainings, which will be held on 
October 21 from 2-3:30 p.m. and on Octo
ber 27 from 10-11:30 a.m. Please RSVP to 
kuro0008@umn.edu by October 19. 

• Institute Council Update. The Institute 
Council met on October 12 and among 
the topics discussed were the following: 
new/pending grant awards for ICI, the 
upcoming staff survey about the experi
ence of working at ICI, Kickoff planning 
update, and plans for the University 
furlough period. 

Miscellaneous ---------------

• Art Opening. On October 26, the artists 
whose work now appears in Pattee Hall 
will introduce their creations to the public 
from 1:30-3 p.m. This exhibit, the Fall 
2010 Independent Artists Exhibit, is a 
selection from seven independent artists 
in the community: Dorothy Cina (glicee 
and watercolor), LouAnn Hoppe (water
color and acrylics), Mark Davison (clay 
sculpture), Monica Honz (photography), 
Patrick (photography), David Spohn 
(solar plate etchings), and Jane Strauss 
(photography). Art tours begin at 2 p.m. 
The art is for sale and several pieces have 
already been purchased. If you would like 
to buy any artwork, please give the artist's 
name and the title of the piece to Megan 
Dushin at dushi001@umn.edu or 612-
626-8649. This art will exhibited through 
the end of2010. For more information 
about this and other art exhibits in Pattee 
Hall, please visit http://ici. umn.edu/ art. 

• MN LEND Seminars. The Minnesota 
Leadership Education in Neurodevelop
mental and Other Related Disabilities 
(MN LEND) program invites the public 
to participate in its seminar series this fall 
on Thursdays from 8:30 a.m. until noon 
in Room 325 of the Education Sciences 
Building. On October 21, Peter Scal and 

Amy Hewitt will speak on "Speech and 
Language." On November 4, Joe Reichle, 
Frank Symons, and Michael Reiff will 
speak on "Autism Spectrum Disorders: 
Interventions and Developmental 
Approaches and Psychopharmocol
ogy." Questions? Contact Beth Fondell 
(fond0030@umn.edu, 612-624-6830) 
or Kelly Nye (knye@umn.edu, 612-626-
7322). 

• ACT Event. On October 29, Advocating 
Change Together (ACT) will host "Year of 
the Apology," an event featuring cocktails, 
dinner, board elections, and a program 
celebrating the 2010 Minnesota legisla
ture's apology to people who were kept 
and mistreated in state institutions during 
the 20th century. ACT will explore plans 
for 2011 during the meeting. RSVP to 
Kathy at 651-641-0297 by October 21. 

• Birthdays. Ross Moen (10/18), 
Megan Dushin (10/22), Matt Schuelka 
(10/24), Nathan Perry (10/27), Lynn 
Price (10/31), Ann Mavis (11/4), 
Michael Molenaar (11/6), Kelly Nye 
(11/10), Jean Ness (11/14), and Ruth 
Berman (11/15). Did we miss your birth
day? Let us know! Call 4-2380 or e-mail 
kuro0008@umn.edu. 

Bits & Pieces 
Information on New Publications and Web Sites 

• New Publications. The following new ICI 
publications are available: 

- Quality Support, Quality Lives (DVD, 
September 2010). Produced by RTC 
Media, part of the the Institute's Research 
and Training Center on Community Liv
ing. Available from the Publications 
Office. To preview the trailer, visit http:// 
rtc.umn.edu/rtcmedia/ qsql/. 

- SupportingJohs and Careers in the Commu
nity module (September 2010). A course 
published by the College of Direct Sup
port (CDS), an Internet-based curriculum 
for Direct Support Professionals managed 
in partnership by MC Strategies/Elsevier 
and the Institute's Research and Training 
Center on Community Living. Available 
at http://info.collegeofdirectsupport.com 
(click on the link for "New CDS Course! 
'Supporting Jobs & Careers in the Com
munity"'). 

• New Curriculum Online. Intersecting 
Cultures: Where Anishinaabe Arts Over
lap with Standards-Based Curriculum (aka 
"Project Intersect"), one of reI's Expand
ing the Circle projects, has published the 
Intersecting Ojihwe Art Curriculum on the 
Web at http://intersectingart.umn.edu. 
Working teachers, community elders, and 
culturalists based the curriculum on local 
art and culture to better address Ojibwe 
students' needs. 

• College of Direct Support Event. The 
College ofDirect Support (CDS) and 
Therap Services are holding "Side-by-Side 
Technology: Therap, CDS Training Con
ference VII" on October 19-21 in Burns
ville, Minnesota. This conference brings 
together the two industry leaders in the 
field of utilizing Web-based technologies 
to educate and train a workforce delivering 
support services, and will feature multiple 
interactive sessions and workshops focus
ing on the services provided by Therap 
and on the curriculum and the Learning 
Management System offered by CDS. Reg
istration is online at www.therapservices. 
net/registration.php?conf=10. 

• FYI Deadline. Items for the next 
FYI should be submitted to Tom 
(donag003@umn.edu) by Monday, 
November 8. 


