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Abstract: Some parents have enough concern about a proposed link 
between vaccinations and autism that they delay or refuse to 
immunize their children. The evidence clearly shows that there is 
no link between vaccinations and autism. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This document was created by a medical student enrolled in the 
Primary Care Clerkship at the University of Minnesota Medical 

School as part of the course project.  The aim of the project is 
to present information on a medical topic in the format of a 

patient education handout.  It does not necessarily reflect the 
views of the University of Minnesota Medical School physicians 
and faculty.  These materials are provided for informational 

purposes only and are in no way intended to take the place of the 
advice and recommendations of your personal health care provider.  
The information provided may no longer be up to date since it has 
not been reviewed since the date of creation.  The information 
provided should not be used to diagnose a health problem or 

disease, or as a means of determining treatment.  In the event of 
a medical emergency, immediately contact a doctor or call 911. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

• Vaccines have been proven 
to be safe 

• Vaccines help prevent 
serious and even deadly 
diseases 

• Vaccines are usually 
covered by insurance 

• Many devastating diseases 
are now rare thanks to 
vaccines 
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Information 
for Parents 

A recent study of nearly 
30,000 children showed 

that vaccines do not lead to 
autism 

Many other large studies 
have also shown no link 

between vaccinations and 
autism 

The rate of autism did not 
go down after mercury was 

removed from vaccines 

Autism is better 
understood, and therefore 

diagnosed more often, than 
in the past 
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More Resources for Parents 

Tell your 
doctor if your 

child: 

www.thenursery.com/files/imagecache/image-inl...  

• Is sick 

• Has had an allergic 
reaction to a 
previous vaccine 

• Is allergic to latex, 
eggs, or yeast 

Centers for Disease Control: 

http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/ 

 

U.S. Department of Health & Human Services: 

http://www.fda.gov/ForConsumers/ConsumerUpdates/ucm048750.htm 

 

American Academy of Pediatrics: 
http://www.cispimmunize.org/fam/fam_main.html 
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