
June 14,2010 

Reflections on the State of Minnesota's 
Apology to People with Disabilities 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Legislature of the State of Minnesota on behalf of the citizens of 
the state that the state apologize publicly to all persons with mental illness and developmental 
and other disabilities who have been wrongfully committed to state institutions, acknowledg
ing that it regrets this history of institutionalization of persons with those disabilities, and 
that it commits itself in their memory to move steadfastly to help Minnesotans 'with those 
disabilities who in the future turn to the state for services to receive them in the least restrictive 
manner. (H.F.168/S.F.ll35) 

This text is from the resolution passed by the Minnesota Legislature and signed by 
Gov. Pawlenty on May 25 offering an official apology to Minnesotans with disabilities 
and those with mental illness, and their families, who were harmed by the experience 
of institutionalization in the state reaching back as far as the 1800s. The resolution is 
the result of decades of work by activists - especially the Remembering with Dignity 
(RWD) project based at Advocating Change Together (ACT) - who have sought to close 
institutions, create more community and family living options for people with disabili
ties and mental illness, remember those who lived and died in Minnesota's institutions, 
and acknowledge that part of our history. 

Cliff Poetz, a self-advocate on the Institute on Community Integration (lCI) staff and 
former ACT /RWD board member, has been one of the people pushing for the apology. 
When asked for his reaction to the resolution, he observed, "I think the apology proves 
that if we are persistent we can make changes that are needed. It has taken 13 years 
to get the apology. Someone came to the ACT office back in the 1990s and said that 
nobody gave me an apology for being in the state institution. We started working on it, 
and I find it quite remarkable that we now have this apology. I think we've learned that 
the legislature is listening to us. Sen. John Marty and Rep. Karen Clark who authored 
the resolution should be given great credit, along with all legislators who supported it." 
Nathan Perry, another self-advocate at ICI and former ACT/RWD board member, adds, 
"The apology is important to me in that the state officially says that what they did was 
wrong. It also puts closure on the issue for so many people with disabilities that have 
lived in institutions." 

The apology also shows the importance of ongoing advocacy efforts. As self-advocate 
and ICI staffer Kurt Rutzen notes, "This year I've been in meetings about the problems 
that went on at the Minnesota Extended Treatment Options program and I would not 
sit down until they heard me loud and clear. Some staff at the Capitol have told me that 
they will only 'hear' what I say because I have a disability and know so well the experi
ence of dealing with the issues we need to deal with." And according to a statement 
from ACT, "This formal apology gives Remembering With Dignity important impetus 
as it continues to pursue it's other goals: marking the anonymous graves of those who 
lived and died in state institutions, as well as raising public awareness of disability 
rights issues." 

The full text of the resolution can be found at http://wdoc.house.leg.state.mn.us/ 
leg/LS86/HF1680.1.pdf, and information about RWD is at http://www.selfadvocacy. 
orgJprograms/rwd. 
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Staff Update 
• StaifHires: Megan Mahowald. GRA. 

NCEO; Sally Francis, Karen Johnson. 
and Whitney Meredith, GRAs, Transi
tion. StaifDepartures: Cara Bailey, 
Research Associate, Adult Services; Edita 
BudDca, GRA, Transition; Katherine 
Kelly. GRA. NCEO; and Carrie Nelson. 
GRA. Adult Services. 

• On June 10. Angela Amado presented 
on "History and Current Status of 
Community-Building and Social Net
working Research and Best Practices," 
at the AAIDD Annual Conference in 
Providence, Rhode Island. 

• NCEO was well-represented at the Coun
cil for Exceptional Children national 
conference in Nashville on April 21-24. 
Presentations from NCEO staff included: 
Martha Thurlow and Laurene 
Christensen led a preconference work
shop entitled "Tools and Techniques for 
Improving Accommodations Outcomes." 
Martha and Laurene presented a session 
with Courtney Foster from the South 
Carolina Department of Education on 
"Monitoring Accommodations for In
struction and Assessment" and Laurene 
and Courtney also presented "Selecting 
Accommodations for Instruction and As
sessment: Activities that Work." Sheryl 
Lazarus, Jason Altman, and Martha 
presented a poster called "Using AA
MAS to Improve Instruction and Assess
ment," and Jason presented a poster with 
the Alabama Department of Education 
and the Tennessee Department ofEduca
tion titled "Where Are We Now? Issues 
and Options Related to the AA-MAS, and 
Accommodations Decision Making." 

Dates to Remember ... 
• June 18: Pizza Forum, 12-1, 118 Pattee 

• June 22: ICI Council, 10-12, 118 Pattee 

• June 24: MN LEND Forum, various locations 
and times (see "Miscellaneous" overleaf) 



From the Front Office 
News from I(/'s Administrative Staff 

• CS/BU Personal Holiday. Civil Service 
and Bargaining Unit employees have until 
June 30 to use their 2009/ 2010 personal 
holiday. Please indicate its use on your 
absence card. Questions? Contact Beth at 
6-8042. 

• ICI Awards. ICI is accepting nominations 
for both the Future Leader Award and for 
the Individual Excellence and Community 
Building Award. Nominations are due 
to Amy Kurowski in 102A Pattee Hall by 
June 30. FFI, visit http:// ici.umn.edu/ 
intranet/ awards.html#iciawards. 

• Pay Cuts and Furloughs. On May 
14, the University's Board of Regents 
approved compensation plans for the 
coming fiscal year, which runs from July 
1,2010 through June 30, 2011. Pay for 

Miscellaneous 

• MN LEND Forum. Professor Richard 
Grinker of George Washington Universi
ty, author of Unstrange Minds: Remapping 
the World of Autism and parent of ail adult 
daughter with autism, will be the keynote 
speaker at the annual MN LEND Forum 
on June 24. ICI is one of the partners in 
the MN LEND. At 9:30 a.m., Grinker will 
address an academic and professional 
audience on "The Effect of Culture on the 
Recognition and Prevalence of Autism 
Spectrum Disorders," in the Phillips 
Wangensteen Building. At 2 p.m., he will 
address the community on "What in the 
World is Autism? Global and Cultural," 
at the Minnesota Department of Health, 
Snelling Office Park, 1645 Energy Park 
Drive, Saint Paul. Each presentation will 
be followed by a discussion and question 
and answer period. The lectures will be 
videotaped and posted on the MN LEND 
Project Web site. FFI or to register, please 
visit http://lend.umn.edu. 

• Reflection Groups. Two upcoming 
Reflection Groups for the Institute's Certif
icate in Disability Policy and Services are 
open to ICI staff and interested others. On 
June 22, a panel will present on '''Thicker 
Than Water:' Perspectives from Adult 
Siblings of People with Developmental 
Disabilities," 1-2 p.m. On June 30, another 
panel will present on "Adults with Dis
abilities Discuss Marriage and Sexuality," 

faculty and Professional and Administra
tive staff will be reduced 1.15 percent 
during the new fiscal year. Bargaining 
Unit and Civil Service employees must 
take an unpaid, three-day furlough during 
the last week of December 2010 - result
ing in a 1.15percent pay reduction for 
the fiscal year - to facilitate a shutdown 
of University campuses (except essential 
facilities and services) in late December 
with minimal disruption to students. For 
further information on compensation 
changes, University closure, furloughs, 
27th pay period implementation, and so 
on, visit University Human Resources' 
question and answer Web page at www1. 
umn.edu/ ohr/ economyandu/ qanda/. 

10-11 a.m. Both presentations will be held 
at 118 Pattee Hall. Please RSVP to Kristin 
Hamre (or for further information) at 
khamre@umn.edu. 

• NICHCY Web Site in Spanish. The 
National Dissemination Center for 
Children with Disabilities (NICHCY) has 
launched NICHCYen espanol, the Center's 
Spanish Web site, providing information 
on disabilities in children, early interven
tion, and the special education process. 
All ofNICHY's disability fact sheets are 
now available in Spanish. FFI, visit www. 
nichcy .org/ spanish/Pages/ defa ult.aspx. 

• Succeeding on theJob. The Institute for 
Community Inclusion's Real People, Real 
Jobs Web site is a growing catalog of suc
cess stories about individuals working in 
paid jobs in their communities. Through 
the use of innovative, frontline employ
ment support practices, these individuals 
are earning money, forming networks, 
and contributing to their communities. 
FFI, visit http:// realworkstories.org. 

• Birthdays. Vicki Gaylord (6/18), 
Connie Burkhart (6/21), Libby Hallas
Muchow (6/ 26), Rachel Halvorson 
(6/ 30), Ann Bailey (7/2), Trisha 
Beuhring (7/4), Charlie Lakin (7/10), 
and Shawn Lawler (7/10). Did we miss 
your birthday? Let us know! Call 4-2380 
or e-mail kuro0008@umn.edu. 

Bits & Pieces 
Information on New Publications and Web Sites 

• New Publications. The following new 
ICI publications are available: 

- ICI Publications Catalog (Spring/Summer 
2010). Available from the Publications 
Office and on the Web at http://ici.umn. 
edu/ products/ docs/lCCFeatured_ 
Publications_Catalog. pdf. 

- Cognitive and Achievement Differences 
Between Students with Divergent Reading 
and Oral Comprehension Skills: Implications 
for Accessible Reading Assessment Research 
(May 2010). Published by the Institute's 
Partnership for Accessible Reading Assess
ment (PARA) and available on the Web at 
www.readingassessment.info/resources/ 
publications/P ARAdivergentReport. pdf. 

- Response to Intervention: Ensuring Achieve· 
ment for All (DVD, April 2010). Published 
by the Institute's Research Institute on 
Progress Monitoring (RIPM). Available 
from the Publications Office and for free 
viewing on the RIPM Web site at www. 
progressmonitoring.net. 

• Journal Article on Poverty and 
Racism in Schools. ICI's Pam 
Stenhjem, along with Carolyn Hughes 
(Vanderbilt University) and Reginald 
Newkirk (Canadian expert on race and 
human rights) published the article 
"Addressing the Problem of Disenfran
chisement of Youth: Poverty and Racism 
in Schools," in the Spring 2010 issue of 
Reclaiming Children and Youth: Positive 
Behavioral Strategies, 19(1). 

• Web Development Conference 
Presentation. Megan Dushin and 
Santiago Fernandez-Gimenez (colleague 
from Academic Support Resources) 
facilitated an "unconference" or informal 
discussion at the U's MinneWebCon, an 
April 12 Web development conference 
on the topic of "Agile Project Manage
ment: Oxymoron or Imperative?" Notes 
from this session can be found at http:/ / 
pcmc.umn.edu/docs/ AgilePM_ 
Unconference2010Notes.pdf. 

• FYI Deadline. Items for the next 
FYI should be submitted to Tom 
(donag003@umn.edu) by Friday, 
July 9. 


