
Senate Committee on Student Affairs 
Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, March 3, 2010 
2:30 ~ 4:00 p.m. 

 
[These minutes reflect discussion and debate at a committee meeting of the University of 
Minnesota Senate or Twin Cities Campus Delegation; none of the comments, conclusions, or 
actions reported in these minutes represents the views of, nor are they binding on, the Senate or 
Delegation, the Administration, or the Board of Regents.] 

Present:  Olga Zakharenko (co-chair), Kendre Turonie, Carlos Torelli, Gabrielle Schmiegel, 
Thomas Bilder, Nathan Pelzer, Philip Mlaker, Anthony Albecker, Kendre Turonie 
 
Regrets:  Silvia Canelon, Joyce Holl, Kristine O’Connor, Adam Arling, Megan Hines, Thomas 
Rozeske, Miranda Kacer, Thomas Reynolds (co-chair), Elizabeth Vose 
 
Absent:  Andy Howe, Edward Ehlinger, Tina Falkner, Amelious Whyte, Christiane Bartels  
 
Chair Zakharenko called the meeting to order at 2:41 p.m. and welcomed members.   
 
Members were given the links to the University Senate governance organizational chart and the 
committee charge and Chair Zakharenko brought a copy to review as a group to understand their 
place as a committee within the governance structure.  Professor Torelli stated that he is aware 
students organize amongst themselves to inform their peers of pertinent information and asked 
Zakharenko if she knows how they go about organizing.  Zakharenko was unsure of the method 
students use to connect outside of formal student organizations networking.   
 
Professor Bilder stated that he had concerns about items listed on the committee’s charge under 
Duties and Responsibilities.  The items in question are as follows: 
 
Duties and Responsibilities 
 
��a. To formulate and recommend to the Senate policies pertaining to all student affairs and all 
University-registered student organizations that are not within the control or supervision of any 
other committee of the Senate. 
 

1. To receive and review an annual report from the Chair of the Student Services Fee 
Committee operating on each campus, as well as any other reports pertaining to fees such 
as an annual summary of waivers granted permitted in the Regents Policy. 

2. To recommend to the Vice Chancellor or the Office of Student Development (as 
appropriate), in consultation with the senior administrator of the Student Services Fee 
process on each campus, any changes in the individual campus policies and/or procedures 
for the allocation of the Student Services Fee on that campus, as well as to address issues 
noted in resolutions submitted annually by fees committees on that campus. 

3. To review any changes to the Student Services Fee policies and/or procedures on each of 
the campuses 

 



Bilder pointed out that the committee has not been receiving said updates or formulating 
recommendations on policy.  Zakharenko agreed and noted that the committee has had updates 
from several student organizations on campus but the committee has done little with the 
information.  Bilder stated that students are at the center of much controversy on campus and a 
report from the Office of Student Services or Student Affairs would be helpful.  Bilder continued 
saying he was interested to know how the Student Service Fee Subcommittee became formed.  
He thinks that is an area that Student Affairs should become involved and Professor Torelli 
agreed and stated that a Student Affairs Committee member should be attending those 
subcommittee meetings.  Zakharenko suggested someone from the Office of Student Services be 
invited to a future committee meeting to give a report/update.  She also suggested the committee 
review their charge at the first meeting of the academic year to refresh memories and give more 
direction to the committee for the rest of the year.  Members discussed that they do have the 
power to formulate and recommend policies or policy changes and that it is important to 
recognize and utilize their committee power.  Mr. Albecker added that he thinks there are people 
in the higher order of committees that could become good allies with Student Affairs.   
 
Professor Bilder said he does not think committee rules are being enforced.  He exampled that 
Student Affairs currently has members that do not attend meetings and said he would like to see 
those who sign up for committee service meet their commitment and at the least, send a 
representative to attend in their place if they are unable to attend.  Chair Zakharenko 
recommended that the committee work on promoting their mission and goals to students as a 
way to garner a larger, stronger membership.  She said she sees that it is difficult to get student 
participation in governance in other committees as well as their own.  She also suggested 
contacting the College of Education to collaborate on promotion.  Professor Torelli asked if 
Student Affairs should have more connections with other student organizations on campus.  Ms. 
Turonie said there are so many and Mr. Pelzer agreed and suggested they narrow their scope to 
organizations most suitable to the committee’s mission and goals.  Pelzer asked how they should 
go about contacting the organizations and Turonie said most of them have an advisor or point of 
contact.  Turonie suggested contacting targeted student organizations and letting them know that 
the Student Affairs Committee could be a good resource for them to raise awareness of their 
concerns.  Zakharenko suggested recruiting for the committee from those organizations.  Bilder 
recommended giving an open invitation to students from the groups to attend a committee 
meeting but make it more relaxed and informal.  Torelli suggested inviting someone from the 
Senate Consultative Committee, perhaps the chair, to visit and tell the committee what they do 
and how they may work together.   
 
Hearing no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 3:16 p.m. 
 
Lisa Towry 
University Senate Office 
 


