
Senate Committee on Student Affairs 
Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, February 3, 2010 
2:30 ~ 4:00 p.m. 

238A Morrill Hall 
 

Present:  Thomas Reynolds (co-chair), Olga Zakharenko (co-chair), Nathan Pelzer, Thomas 
Bilder, Kendre Turonie, Anthony Albecker, Joyce Holl, Carlos Torelli, Adam Arling, Silvia 
Canelon, Miranda Kacer, Kristin O’Connor, Philip Mlaker, Thomas Rozeske 
 
Regrets:  Nathan Pelzer, Amelious Whyte, Betsy Vose, Gabriele Schmiegel 
 
Absent:  Christiane Bartels, Andy Howe, Megan Hines, Edward Ehlinger, Tina Falkner, Bruce 
Gildseth, Laurie McLaughlin, Sandra Olson-Loy, Peter Phaiah, Kay Thomas, Sue Van Voorhis 
 
Guest:  Wokie Freeman, program director, Office of University Relations 
 
Chair Reynolds welcomed the committee and introductions were made. 
 
The Alliance ~ Kendre Turonie & Wokie Freeman 
 
Ms. Freeman introduced The Alliance to members and gave a brief history of its inception.  The 
Alliance is an initiative comprised of University staff, students, administration, local business 
owners, and government dedicated to the improvement and sustainability of the neighborhoods 
surrounding the University.  Freeman stated that within the past several years, homesteading in 
the area has given way to the conversion of property into rental property.  The absentee landlord 
aspect coupled with a transient population of incoming and departing students has brought an 
increase of party complaints and a decline in property maintenance.  The Alliance wants to bring 
home owners back to the neighborhood with a focus on sustainability and to promote the area as 
a great place to live, work and attend school.  The initiative covers the Marcy Holmes, Como, 
University, Prospect Park, and Cedar Riverside neighborhoods. 
 
Since the beginning of the program, there have been more than 500 rental properties inspected 
and over 2000 property violations resolved.  In collaboration with city officials, work toward 
property improvement continues.  The Student Neighborhood Liaison Program works to educate 
and engage students living in the area as an active member of their community.  Liaisons educate 
students living in the area on their rights and responsibilities as renters and community members 
by door knocking and hosting block events to share resources or help create block clubs.  
Liaisons work in pairs with a minimum of five hours per week and they do earn a stipend.  Some 
of the liaison community events hosted include board game night, shovel night and fire safety in 
the home seminar.  Many of the liaisons for the program are found from word-of-mouth 
marketing.  Ms. Turonie said that she target markets her search for students working in similar 
fields.  
 
Ms. Freeman said that the Office of University Relations is working with the expertise at the 
University and private developers to enhance the University district and formalize its governance 



structure.  Creating a connection between the neighborhoods surrounding the University will be 
essential in the effort to bring about a shared vision of prosperity and unity.  There will be a 
Prospect Park and 29th Avenue light rail station that will be a neighborhood improvement and 
they would like to move forward on some projects that were started but never completed.  
Freeman said that within 10 to 20 years from now, the population will increase significantly and 
they are trying to plan for that as well.  Currently, there is a healthy vacancy rate among rental 
property.  New student living spaces are being built, which will increase that rate, forcing land 
lords to look outside the student population for renters.  This is not necessarily a beneficial 
situation.  Student enrollment has remained flat since 2002 and is not projected to increase any 
time soon.  Encouraging home owner occupancy will help fill the gap in a positive way. 
 
The Alliance is offering great incentives for homebuyers to consider buying in the University 
area.  There is $150,000 worth of homebuyer incentives available to use for down payments and 
closing costs as well as available funds for home improvement.  The project was first funded in 
2008 with an agreement that it would be budgeted for five years of funding.  They do not 
anticipate an increase for expansion any time in the near future.  More information about The 
Alliance can be found at http://www.community.umn.edu/alliance.   
 
Future Agenda Ideas 
 
Chair Reynolds asked members for their thoughts on agenda items for the rest of the semester.  
Joyce Holl said campus safety is a concern.  She was displeased with the lack of communication 
from the University after the recent robberies and shooting on campus.  She said she was 
unaware of the incident until she saw it on the news and as an employee and the parent of a 
University student she wants more information in a timely manner from University 
administration.  Ms. Turonie said the University does directly inform those within a certain 
circumference of a given incident.  Turonie suggested inviting Chuck Minor (chief of on-campus 
police) to give an update on recent campus events and security measures. 
 
Co-chair Zakharenko suggested inviting someone from the University Career Center to visit and 
talk about what they have to offer students.  In addition, she thought it would be beneficial for 
University colleges to hold a college fair on campus, highlighting what each has to offer.  She 
said she would contact the career center to find out about attending a meeting. 
 
Professor Torelli asked if there had been changes in regard to issues with traveling and profiling.  
Has there been an impact on visas being issued, etc.  Ms. Turonie suggested asking the Office of 
International Student Services for an update.  Torelli also thinks they should look into current 
and future budget issues that will impact students and try to prepare them for what may lie ahead.  
Ms. Turonie added the importance of retaining student employment as a vital program to the 
University.  Mr. Rozeske said that housing jobs on Duluth campus have been cut.  He would also 
like to discuss housing re-zoning in Duluth as well as charge of the committee. 
 
Ms. Holl said she would like an update on the Student Leadership Program, including current 
offerings and workshops.  Ms. Turonie said she would talk with co-workers to bring someone in 
to talk about student programs currently being offered.   
 



Ms. Canelon would like to know about building and program changes on campus. 
 
Mr. Arling would like to review the fundamentals of the committee charge.  He enjoys learning 
about resources and events but would like to know what they can do with the information as a 
committee.   
 
Hearing no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 3:26 p.m. 
 
Lisa Towry 
University Senate Office 
 


