
Disabilities Issues Meeting Minutes 
Wednesday, February 17, 2010 

10:00 ~ 11:30 a.m. 
Morrill Hall, room 238A 

 
[These minutes reflect discussion and debate at a meeting of a committee of the University of 
Minnesota Senate or Twin Cities Assembly; none of the comments, conclusions or actions 
reported in these minutes represent the views of, nor are they binding on, the Senate or 
Assembly, the Administration or the Board of Regents.] 

Present:  Alex Lubet (chair), Joanna O’Connell, Mary Muwahid, Frank Symons, Joanie Tool, 
Dale Branton, Kimberly Simon, Miriam Krause 
 
Regrets:  Carol Rachac, Tammy Berberi, Amber Mayer, Donna Johnson, Peggy Mann Reinhart 
 
Absent:  Julia Robinson, Susan Rose, Carla Tabourne, Michelle Jones, Brittany Parkman, Dave 
Fuecker, Roberta Juarez, Mari Magler, Victoria Nelson 
 
Chair Lubet welcomed members and introductions were made.  A motion was made to approve 
the November 2009 meeting minutes; it was seconded and passed unanimously. 
 
Chair Lubet reported on current events from the Disabilities Student Cultural Center (DSCC) 
group.  DSCC will be holding a monthly educational brown bag series entitled Lunch & Learn.  
The series promotes education about what the group is involved in and upcoming events on a 
monthly basis.  The first Lunch & Learn will be held the first Friday in March.   
 
During DSCC’s recruiting process of high school students, it highlights what the University has 
to offer all students, including those with disabilities.  A dinner for prospective students is held in 
the spring, which faculty are invited to attend.  For more information, click on 
http://www.sua.umn.edu/groups/directory/show.php?id=230.   
 
Lubet announced that comedian Josh Blue will be doing a student only performance of his stand-
up comedy at the University on April 22, 2010.  Josh has cerebral palsy and is known for his 
comedic delivery of life with a disability.  The performance is open to all students.   
 
Lubet said there will be an all-day retreat for a select interdisciplinary group of staff and faculty 
in the interest of creating a proposal for a graduate minor in disabilities’ studies.  Louis 
Mendoza, Office of Equity and Diversity, will review the proposal to consider what shape the 
minor would take.  The administrators of the interdisciplinary group will hold a half-day 
disabilities symposium on April 30th.  The keynote speaker will be Tobin Siebvers who works in 
the field of disabilities studies at the University of Michigan.  The focus will be the differences 
between students with various disabilities and the rest of the student body.   
 
Lubet mentioned the plan for an international conference on disabilities studies and education is 
underway.  The conference will be held between July 22, 2010 and July 28, 2010.  There will be 
two international speakers; one from Malta and the other from York University in Canada.  
There will be no registration fee for attending the conference.  



 
Old Business/New Business 
 
 Chair Lubet announced that his appointment as chair of the Disabilities Committee will come to 
an end June 30, 2010.  He asked members for suggestions for next year’s chair.  Professor 
O’Connell who serves on Committee on Committees asked members to forward their 
suggestions to her.  Ms. Tool asked about the qualifications for the appointment.  O’Connell said 
the desire to serve is the main one but also someone who is interested in the charge of the 
committee.  They will need to be able to address the current issues and continue on with the 
committee’s agenda. 
 
Ms. Krause suggested the committee have a presentation on or take a tour of the new science 
building, with a focus on amenities for the disabled.  She said that Roberta Juarez, Disabilities 
Services, would be a good resource.  Ms. Towry, University Senate Office, stated she would 
contact Ms. Juarez to explore options.   
 
Professor Branton asked about what the formal protocol is for requesting feedback from 
Disabilities Services (DS).  He said there are issues that are not being addressed that should be 
and thinks perhaps a formal rule needs to be implemented to ensure issues getting addressed.  
Ms. Tool agreed.  O’Connell said the DS has improved vastly in service provided from earlier 
encounters.  She contemplated records showing comparable data regarding their services from 
years past to the present.  She said having such data would give them something solid to work 
with in their quest for improvement.   
 
Hearing no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:36 p.m. 
 
Lisa Towry 
University Senate Office 
 
 


