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Question: What neighborhood do youth in Minneapolis, Miami, and Missoula have in 
common? Answer: The Youthhood (www.youthhood.org). 

Youthhood.org is a dynamic new Web site that young adults and their teachers, 

parents and mentors can use to plan for life after high school. The site, launched April 
11 by ICI's National Center on Secondary Education and Transition (NCSET), addresses 

the needs of youth with and without disabilities. 
Youthhood.org is a free, holistic future-planning tool that teenagers and adults can 

both use. It is organized around the metaphor of a neighborhood, with content areas 
representing life issue "locations" that youth can "visit." The site has two main purposes: 

1) To provide curricula for adults to use with youth to help them plan for their futures. 
Teachers, youth workers, community leaders, parents, and other adults can use 
these curricula as a "stand-alone" or as a supplement to an established curriculum. 
There are curricula for each life area, such as education, work, and independence. 
For example, the curriculum on independence is called "The Apartment;" it helps 

adults teach youth about housing, budgeting, staying healthy, and managing family 
ties. Students can submit their coursework and receive teacher feedback online in 

password-protected areas reserved for each teacher and his or her students. 
Students and teachers can also use the curricula in a traditional classroom format. 

2) To be a resource and future-planning tool for youth, and a place where they learn from one 
another. Youthhood.org is primarily meant to be used by youth with the support 

and guidance of adults in a classroom or other group setting, but it speaks directly 
to youth about their plans, using youth-friendly language and artwork designed by 

youth. As youth become used to the site, they can customize their future planning 
without the adult filter. The site also has features that encourage youth to listen to 

and learn from other youth, including an online magazine, Under the Hood, that is 
written and edited by youth from across the country. In addition, the site will 

include leadership profiles of youth from across the country. Youth should be able 
to consult their peers for feedback and help, and to feel that they have something to 

offer in return. 

"It will be a wonderful tool for teachers, youth, and families," said David R. Johnson, 

director ofNCSET. 
Later this spring, NCSET will host an event for ICI staff and friends to celebrate the 

launch of the new site. Watch for upcoming announcements. 
Youthhood.org is a NCSET project. NCSET is funded by a five-year, $9.5 million grant 

from the Office of Special Education Programs, u .S. Department of Education. FFI on 
Youthhood.org contact Pam Stenhjem at (612) 625-3863 or huntx010@umn.edu. 

Staff Update 
• Staff Departures: Jenni Smith, 

Student Secretary, NCSET; Eric 
Lanners, Community Program 
Assistant, School-Age; and Ankit 
Sehgal, Student Administrative 

Specialist, NCEO. 

• Pat Salmi presented a Continuing 
Education class on wayfinding design 

for people with varying capabilities at 
"Interiors 'OS," the international 

conference for the American Society of 
Interior Designers, held in San Diego, 

March 16-20. 

• Angela Amado will present strategies 
for strengthening community-wide 
accountability, commitment, and 

action supporting community 
inclusion of persons with disabilities 

at the Second Annual Inclusion 
Summit sponsored by Arc Great 
Rivers and MnTASH on April 21, 
4-7 p .m., at Black Bear Crossing in St. 

Paul. 

• Traci Laliberte is co-coordinting a 
forum entitled "Collaborating to Serve 
People with Disabilities in the Child 
Welfare System," to be held on the 

University's St. Paul campus, April 27 
(see announcement in Miscellaneous). 

Dates to Remember ... 
• April 20: Orientation Brownbag for 

new hires and their supervisors, 12-1, 

118 Pattee Hall 

• April 22: Personnel Committee 

Meeting, 10-11, 118 Pattee Hall 

• April 29: Pizza Forum, 12-1, 
118 Pattee Hall 

• May 2: ICI Council, 10-11:30, 
118 Pattee Hall 



From the Front Office ---------
News from lei's Administrative Staff 

• P&A Appointments. The process for 
determining P&A appointments for 
2005/06 will begin soon. PIs, pro
gram area coordinators, and supervi
sors should watch for more informa
tion coming soon. Current P&A 
appointments for 2004/05 end June 
13. Questions? Call Beth at 6-8042. 

• GRA Summer Appointments. The 
process for GRA Summer Appoint
ments has begun. Spring semester 
GRA appointments end May 29. 
Information on summer appoint
ments will be disseminated via e-mail. 
Questions? Contact Beth at 
nelso106@umn.edu or Amy at 
kuro0008@umn.edu or 4-2380. 

Milestones. The following ICI staff 
members will be recognized for their 
years of service to the University at the 
State of the College and Awards 
Celebration on April 20 from 2-4 p.m. 
at the Weisman Art Museum: 

- 5 Years of Service - Amy Kurowski, 
Ann Mavis, and Julia Socha. 

Miscellaneous 
• Forum. A free forum entitled 

"Collaborating to Serve People with 
Disabilities in the Child Welfare 
System" will be held April 27 from 9 
a.m. - noon at the Countinuing 
Education and Conference Center 
(formerly the Earle Brown Center) on 
the St. Paul campus. Presenters from 
the University and several counties 
will discuss best practices in Minne
sota and future steps toward interdis
ciplinary collaboration. This forum is 
intended for child welfare and 
disability social workers, other 
human service workers, students, and 
community members. CEUs from 
Minnesota's Board of Social Work 
will be provided. Questions? Contact 
Traci Laliberte at lali0017@umn.edu 
or (612) 625-9700. 

10 Years of Service - Angela Amado, 
Cammy Lehr, Jane Minnema, Susan 
O'Neil, and Christopher Watson 
(Christopher is a CEED employee). 

15 Years of Service - Ruth Berman, 
Bob Prouty, and Teri Wallace. 

The event is open to all staff and 
students. 

• P&A Vacation Records. Vacation 
records for March/April are due April 
29. Please submit them to Beth in 107 
Pattee Hall. 

• Personal Holiday. Civil Service/BU 
staff have u~til June 30 to use your 
2004/05 personal holiday. Please 
indicate its use on your absence card. 
Questions? Call Beth at 6-8042. 

• Reflection Groups. Reflection 
Groups, which are part of the 
Certificate in Disability Policy and 
Services, are being held for certificate 
students, GRAs and interested others. 
On April 28 Marijo McBride will 
present "Recreation and Leisure" 
from 3:45-4:45 p.m. in 118 Pattee 
Hall. FFI contact Marijo at 4-6830 or 
mcbri001@umn.edu. 

• Panel Discussion. A panel discus
sion entitled "How Should We 
Measure Reading Comprehension?" 
will be moderated by Jim Y sseldyke 
on April 22 from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
in Room 155, Peik Hall. 

• Birthdays. Marijo McBride (4/18), 
John Smith (4/19), Chris Opsal 
(4/21), Kamil Guven (4/25), Tom 
Delaney (4/29), Teri Wallace (4/29), 
Kentaro Kato (5/3), Alison Bendix 
(5/4), Bill Murray (5/4), Patricia 
Salmi (5/5), Micheal Moore (5/6), 
Cynthia Jiban (5/13), Tracy Morgan 
(5/15), and Amanda Webster (5/15). 
Did we miss your birthday? Let us 
know! Call 4-2380 or e-mail 
kuro0008@ umn.edu. 

Bits & Pieces ----
Information from the Institute's Web 
Development Team (11 Pattee, 6-8649) and 
Publications Office (109 Pattee, 4-4512) 

• New Publications. The following new 
Institute publications are available: 

Synthesis Report 54: Alternative Routes to 
the Standard Diploma (March2005). 
Published by the Institute's National 
Center on Educational Outcomes 
(NCEO) and available at 
www.nceo.org. 

ICI Publications Catalog (Spring 2005). 
Available in the Publications Office. 

• Certificate Program Flier. The flier 
for the Certificate in Disability Policy 
and Services has been updated and is 
available in the Publications Office. 
The 12-credit prQgram - which is for 
undergraduates, graduates, and 
community professionals - is a 
collaborative effort of the University's 
Department of Educational Policy and 
Administration and ICI. 

• Take Impact Along. When you 
introduce people to ICI, think about 
giving them a couple of issues of 
Impact on a topic of interest to them. 
There are 31 topical issues in stock in 
109 Pattee on the themes of the arts, 
diversity, inclusive education, faith 
communities, volunteerism, violence 
against women, parents with cognitive 
limitations, political activism/voting, 
person-centered planning, recreation, 
and social inclusion, to name a few. 

FYI Deadline. Items for the next FYI 
should be submitted to Tom in 109 
Pattee Hall or e-mailed to donag003@ 
umn.edu by Tuesday, May 10. 


