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NCEO Funding Renewed for 
Five Years 
The Institute's National Center on Educational Outcomes (NCEO) has been awarded five 
more years of core funding from the U.S. Department of Education, Office of Special 
Education Programs. NCEO was established in 1990 and, with the new $5 million grant 
which took effect October 1, will continue through 2010 with a slight change in scope 
and operations in its role as a National Technical Assistance Center on Assessment for 
Children with Disabilities. 

NCEO has long been a national leader in promoting participation of students with 
disabilities in national and state assessments, standard-setting efforts, and graduation 
requirements. While most activities will remain the same, NCEO is no longer funded to 
conduct original research. Thus, NCEO will ~lace increased emphasis on summarizing 
and synthesizing empirically-based assessment and accountability approaches for 
students with disabilities, and translating research findings into resources and training 
for practitioners. A strong Research to Practice Panel has been e;,tablished to help make 
that intent a reality. 

The center will verifY the implementation of assessment and accountability policies 
and practices related to students with disabilities. For example, NCEO will summarize 
states' policies on participation and accommodations for state testing. It will also 
analyze the extent to which states publicly report on the performance of students with 
disabilities on state tests. Periodically, NCEO will collect information directly from 
states to provide an update of the status of their activities related to the inclusion of 
students with disabilities in state assessments. 

NCEO will also engage in a variety of technical assistance and dissemination activities, 
including the maintenance of its Web site, which receives about 5,000 hits per day, as 
well as conducting national and regional meetings and teleconferences. Specific activi
ties will be initiated to improve the capacity of states to meet their data collection 
requirements related to reporting on state assessment data and annual performance 
reporting, including their State Performance Plans. All of this will be done in a context 
of wide-ranging collaboration with other technical assistance efforts and many other on
going and sometimes unexpected events in the policy world oflarge-scale assessment 
and accountability. A strong Community of Practice on inclusive assessment and 
accountability has been established to support these efforts. 

"In today's standards-based educational systems, all students-including all students 
with disabilities-are expected to demonstrate proficiency in statewide assessments 
aligned to content standards," said center director Martha Thurlow. "As states and their 
stakeholders grapple with a host of assessment and accountability issues, we will help 
build their capacity to identify and implement practices that use a thoughtful approach 
grounded in research, informed by practice, and responsive to emerging understanding 
and the changing landscapes of school reform." 

Collaborating in the center are NCEO, National Association of State Directors of 
Special Education, and the Council of ChiefS tate School Officers. 

FFI about the center, contact Martha at thurlOOl@umn.edu or (612) 624-48226. 

Staff Update 
• Sta1JHires: Lynn LaPointe, 

Community Program Specialist, 
Transition; Jennifer Davie, GRA, 
RIPM; Zoila Mercedes Ganuza, 
GRA, RIPM; and Michelle Beck, 
GRA, RIPM. Staff Departures: 
Carrie Sword, Coordinator, Transi
tion; and Julie Davis, Coordinator, 
Transition. 

• CliffPoetz received the Governor's 
Award for Leadership in Disability for 
2005 on October 27. In a separate 
honor, on October 3 WCCO radio 
named Cliff "Good Neighbor of the 
Day" for his 30 years of work in self
advocacy. 

• Christopher Watson and Carol 
Leitschuh from the Center for Early 
Education and Development pre
sented "Innovative Practices in Early 
Childhood Education: From Infancy 
to Pre-School," a two-day seminar at 
the Center for American Education in 
Singapore, November 12-13. 

• Cammy Lehrwas keynote speaker at 
the Nebraska Forum on Dropout 
Prevention on November 3 at College 
Park, Grand Island, speaking on 
"Promoting School Completion." 

Dates to Remember ... 
• November 17: Consumer Advisory 

Council, 4:30-7:30 p.m., Radisson Hotel 

• November 18: Pizza Forum, 12-1, 
118 Pattee Hall 

• November 24-25: University Closed 

• December 5: ICI Council Special 
Session, 8:30-1, McNamara Center 

• December 6: Personnel Committee, 
10 a.m., 118 Pattee Hall 

• December 9: ICI Winter Gathering, 
11:30-1:30, Pattee Hall Lobby 



From the Front Office Bits & Pieces 
News from leI's Administrative Staff Information from the Institute's Web 

ICI Council Update. The Institute Please notify Amy at 4-2380 of any 
Development Team (11 Pattee, 6-8649) and 

• Publications Office (109 Pattee, 4-4512) 
Council met November 7 and changes. 

discussed NIRS reporting require- Key Inventory and StaffInforma- • New Publications. The following new • 
ments and changes, definition and tion Update. All staff should have Institute publications are available: 

expectations ofICI trainees, the received a form in their mailboxes Technical Report 42: Considerations for 
College strategic positioning update, that contains information the Front the Development and Review ofUniver-
a recap ofICrs Kickoff/20th anniver- Office has regarding keys and sally Designed Assessments 
sary celebration, and committee addresses. Please review the informa- (November 2005). Published by the 
reports. tion for changes/additions. Forms are Institute's National Center on Educa-

• Benefits Open Enrollment. Open due to 102 Pattee Hall by November tional Outcomes (NCEO) and available 

enrollment is November 1-30. Visit 18. at http://education.umn.edu/nceo. 

the Employee Benefits Web site at • Community Advisory Council NCSET Research to Practice Brief: What 
http://wwwl.umn.edu/ohr/eb/ Meeting. The Institute on Commu- Algebra and Biology Students Have to Say 
index.html. Note that staff must nity Integration's Community About Universal Design for Learning 
enroll online by November 30 to be Advisory Council will meet at the (October 2005, Vol. 4, Issue 2). 
eligible for benefits in 2006. Radisson Hotel on November 17. The Published by the Institute's National 

• Evaluation. A one-page evaluation meeting will focus on What's Working. Center on Secondary Education and 

form was recently disseminated via e- Presenters will preview Youthhood. Transition (NCSET) and available at 

mail to supervisors of new hires, new org, Minnesota's Efolio resource for www.ncset. org. 

hires and program area support staff students, Project C3, and a report on • Impacts Impact. The Impact issue on 
on ICI's Orientation Resource Guide. statewide student focus groups violence against women with disabilities 
The deadline is December 1. Ques- conducted by the Metropolitan is continuing to make its mark even 
tions? Contact Beth at 6-8042. Center for Independent Living on the after five years. Exciting developments 

• Phone List/Mailbox. Updated transition planning process. within the past few months include a 

phone list and mailboxes will be request from the American Bar Associa-

generated by the end of November. tion Commission on Domestic Violence 
to reprint the issue in their binder for 

Miscellaneous participants at the July 2005 National 
Civil Law Institute; a request to include 

• RTC Public Policy Forum. The medically, or whose disability is one of the issue's articles in the U.S. Air 
Community Supports Public Policy determined to have ended as a result Force Sexual Assault Prevention and 
Forum, "A Discussion with Luther of an age-18 redetermination, while Response Resource Books; and a request 
Granquist: Is There System Account- participating in an IEP developed to include one of its articles on the 
ability?" will be held Tuesday, under the Individuals with Disabili- training CD for prosecutors attending 
December 6, 10:30 a.m. - noon, at ties Education Act with an appropri- the National Institute for Prosecution of 
the Ramsey County Public Library in ate provider of services. FFI visit Sexual Violence. 
Roseville. Granquist, who was http://www.ssa.gov/regulations/ • QuaIityMall.org. With more than 
instrumental in moving most articies/rin0960_af86f.htm. 1,100 products, QualityMall.org, which 
Minnesotans with intellectual • Birthdays. Amy Grack Nelson is maintained by the Institute's 
disabilities from state hospitals to (11/19), Maureen Hawes (11/20), Research and Training Center on 
community settings, is retiring from Sheryl Larson (11/26), Anna-Lind Community Living, provides informa-
the Minnesota Disability Law Center Petursdottir (11/29), Kathie tion about person-centered supports 
after 36 years of service. Please e-mail Coucouvanis (12/5), Anna for people with developmental disabili-
Bob Doljanac at dolja001@umn.edu Kruchowski (12/7), Cammy Lehr ties. Visit the Mall at http://www. 
with questions and to RSVP. (12/13), Tom Bartholomay (12/15), qualitymall.org and sign up for e-mail 

• Social Security Benefits. The U.S. and Jason Altman (12/18). Did we alerts about new additions to the site. 
Social Security Administration has miss your birthday? Let us know! Call • FYI Deadline. Items for the next FYI 
extended eligibility for continued 4-2380 or e-mail kuroOO08@umn. should be submitted to Tom in 109 
disability benefit payments to edu. Pattee Hall or e-mailed to donag003@ 
students ages 18-21 who recover umn.edu by Monday, December 12. 


