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Bubel-Aiken Foundation Funds lei's 
Inclusive Service-Learning Project 
All youth have the need to belong, be valued, and feel that they can make a positive 
impact on their world. For children and youth with disabilities it's especially important 
to have opportunities to give back to their communities and build friendships with 
peers. A new ICI project, the Inclusive Service-Learning Project, combines service
learning and social inclusion in curricula that will bring together young people with 
and without disabilities for service-learning activities that benefit their communities. 

The project, which began July 1, is developing inclusive service-learning curricula for 
elementary, middle, and high school levels that will be pilot-tested at target schools in 
Minnesota, Iowa, Los Angeles, and Raleigh-Durham, North Carolina, as well as in after
school programs run by the YMCA in New York City. "Some schools and youth-serving 
organizations have inclusion programs, and service-learning programs are becoming 
more prevalent, but rarely are the two combined well, " explains project director Brian 
Abery. "This project will get those programs working together. Through participating 
alongside each other in planning and carrying out service-learning projects, young 
people with and without disabilities will have the opportunity to develop friendships 
and to appreciate what each brings to the effort. This also provides a chance for 
children and youth with disabilities to help their communities work on real-life 
problems and to be valued for their contributions to the solutions." 

With first-year funding of$82,000 from the Bubel-Aiken Foundation, the project is 
developing the initial lessons in the curricula, which combine classroom-based instruc
tion with opportunities to engage in service-learning activities in the community. 
Special and general education teachers in the target school districts and YMCA staff 
will be trained to implement the curricula as the first lessons are pilot-tested. "Our 
hope is that ultimately we'll have the opportunity to offer complete curricula packages 
to schools and youth organizations nationwide," says Brian. "We're excited about 
working with the Bubel-Aiken Foundation on this ground-breaking project, and about 
the interest that State Farm Insurance Foundation has shown in collaborating in the 
future stages of development." 

The Bubel-Aiken Foundation, established in 2003 by singer Clay Aiken, works to 
"bridge the gap that exists between young people with developmental disabilities and 
the world around them." This is ICI's first project with the foundation, and it is funded 
by a grant from the Office of Special Education Programs, U.S. Department ofEduca
tion, to the foundation, with which ICI contracts. The project team includes Pam 
Stenhjem and Julia Washenberger, ICI; Terri Vandercook, University of St. Thomas; Jo 
Montie, consultant; Barbara Wheeler, University of Southern California UCEDD; Emily 
Hand, California coordinator for the Yes I Can Social Inclusion Program developed at 
ICI; and Kristy Barnes and Linda McMaster from the foundation. 

For further information about the project, contact Brian at aberyOOl@umn.edu or 
(612) 625-5592. 

ff Update 
staff Hires: None. Staff Departure: 
Andrew Johnson, Community 
Program Associate, Transition. 

Rachel Quenemoen provided 
testimony July 13 to the Committee on 
Education and the Workforce, United 
States House of Representatives. The 
hearing was titled No Child Left 
Behind: Ensuring High Academic 
Achievement for Limited English 
Proficient Students and Students with 
Disabilities. 

• Pat Salmi, as part of a state delegation 
from Minnesota, attended the Work
ing Conference on Emergency Manage
ment and Individuals with Disabilities 
and the Elderly, June 28-30, in Wash
ington D.C. As an Administration on 
Developmental Disabilities grantee, 
Pat represented the disability perspec
tive for the state. 

• Amy Hewitt received WCCO Radio's 
Good Neighbor Award June 15 for her 
volunteer work with Arc Greater Twin 
Cities. She also received Arc's Member 
of the Year Award in May for her work 
conducting a research project on the 
needs of families regarding the future 
support and security of their loved ones 
with a developmental disability. 

• Pam Stenhjem finished the Mayor's 
Midnight Sun Anchorage Marathon in 
Anchorage, Alaska on June 17, raising 
$5,235 for the Leukemia & Lymphoma 
Society. She came in 654 out of910 
women running and walking with a 
time of6:24.25. Pam was a walker. 

Dates to Remember ... 
• July 21: Pizza Forum, 12-1, 118 Pattee 

Hall 



From the Front Office Bits & Pieces 
News from leI's Administrative Staff Information from the Institute 's Web 

Outstanding Service Award. An e- nomination information and forms, 
Development Team (11 Pattee, 6-8649) and 

• Publications Office (109 Pattee, 4-4512) 
mail was sent July 7 inviting nomina- visit http://ici.umn.edu/intranet/ 
lions for this annual award, which hr.html#awards. New Publications_ The following 

recognizes [CI's Civil Service and Civil • Phone List Updates. Later this 
new Institute publications are 

Service Bargaining Unit employees. month you will receive an e-mail 
available: 

Nominations are due to Beth Ne[son updating ICI's phone list. Please lCI Publications Catalog (Summer 
in 107 Pattee Hall by July 31. For verify your information, and e-mail 2006). Availab[e from the Publica-
questions, contact Beth at 6-8042 . Amy at kuro0008@umn.edu about tions Office. 

• P&A Vacation Records. P&A edits . DD Data Brief: Characteristics of Aging 
Vacation records for MaylJune are • ICI Resource Guides. The ICI Caregivers in the NHIS-D au[y 2006, 
past due. If you haven't already done Resource Guide, one of the orientation Vol. 8, No.1). Published by the 
so, please submit them ASAP to Beth tools developed by the HR work- Institute's Research and Training 
Nelson in 107 Pattee Ha[1. group, will be updated by the end of Center on Community Living and 

ICI Awards. ICI is accepting nomina- Ju[y. These resource guides are soon available in the Publications 

tions for the Future Leader Award located in each program area and are Office and online at http:// 

and the Individual Excellence and managed by the primary support staff rtc.umn.edu/nhis/pubs.html. 

Community Bui[ding Award. Nomi- person. Questions or comments can How to Develop State Guidelines for 
nations are due to Amy Kurowski in be directed to Beth at 6-8042 or Amy Access Assistants: Scribes, Readers, and 
102 Pattee Hall by August 15. For at 4-2380. Sign Language Interpreters aune 2006). 

Published by the Institute's Nationa[ 

Miscellaneous Center on Educational Outcomes 
(NCEO) and available at http:// 

• Grants for Mental DIness Public mid-September, one on mentoring education. umn.edu/nceo/Online 

Education and Outreach. The youth with disabilities, and another Pubs/ AccessAssistantsManual.html. 

American Psychiatric Foundation, a on helping employers build an • Upcoming Impactlssues. leI's 
subsidiary of the American Psychiat- inclusive workforce. The first confer- publication Impact will explore new as 
ric Association, is awarding up to ence, titled The Aspire, Achieve, well as familiar topics during this 
$750,000 in grant funds for public Empower: First National Conference coming year. Scheduled topics are: 
education, information, and outreach on Mentoring Youth with Disabilities Supporting success in school and 
initiatives that promote the early takes place September 13-15; FFI visit beyond for students with autism 
recognition and treatment of mental http://www.pyd.orglnational- spectrum disorders (Fall 2006), direct 

illness. The foundation funds center/conference.htm. The second support workforce development 

innovative ideas and programs that conference, titled The Empowering (Winter 2006/07), and emergency 

promote public awareness of mental Employers to Build an Inclusive preparedness and persons with 

illness, the effectiveness oftreatment, Workforce conference happens intellectual and developmental 

and the importance of early interven- September 18-19; FFI visit http:// disabilities (Spring 2007). 

tion. New initiatives and ongoing conference.jan. wvu.edu/. • FYI Deadline. Items for the next FYI 
programs are both eligible for • Birthdays. Stephanie Evelo (7/18), should be submitted to Tom in 109 
funding. Efforts may focus on a Carrie Coslin (7/20), Arly Piri (7/22), Pattee Hall or e-mailed to donag003@ 
specific mental disorder, mental Christopher Rogers (7/30), Amy umn.edu by Tuesday, August 8, 2006. 
illness in general. or a specific Grave[y (7/31), Katharine Hill (7/31), 
population. The application deadline Joelle Tegwen (8/5), Dorene Scott 
is September 1. FFI visit http:// (8/8), John Sauer (8/9), Rachel 
www.psychfoundation.org/ Quenemoen (8/10), and Bob Prouty 
call_for_proposals .cfm. (8/15). Did we miss your birthday? 

• Mentoring and Employer Confer- Let us know! Call 4-2380 or e-mail 
ences. There are two conferences kuroOO08@umn.edu. 
related to disabilities in Boston in 


