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lei Making a Difference: More Highlights 
How is the Institute on Community Integration (ICI) making a positive impact in the 
lives of people with disabilities? Last month's FYI shared some ofthe responses ofICI 
staff members to that question. Here are more of their responses: 

• In partnership with the University of Guam Center for Excellence, Martha Thurlow 
and Rachel Quenemoen from ICI's National Center on Educational Outcomes have 
provided training and technical assistance to support the work of the Pacific 
Assessment Consortium Project in American Samoa, the Commonwealth of the 
Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, the Federated States of Micronesia, the Republic 
of Palau, and the Republic of the Marshall Islands. The project's purpose is to plan 
for the development, enhancement, and/or redesign of comprehensive systems of 
state assessments (including state alternate assessments), standards, and 
instructional supports. This will ensure that students with disabilities are included in 
the state testing systems in ways that will contribute to the quality of the data 
available for school improvement purposes, and thus result in improved outcomes 
for students with disabilities. - Michael Moore 

• During the past year, ICI's North Central Regional Resource Center has undertaken a 
major, targeted initiative to provide the nine states in Region 4 with intensive 
technical assistance related to the development and implementation of the State 
Performance Plan (SPP). The SPP provides a mechanism for monitoring state 
performance relative to 20 indicators for Part Band 14 indicators for Part C ofthe 
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA 2004). The center's technical 
assistance activities have assisted states in setting measurable and rigorous targets, 
developing sampling plans for specific indicators, and developing surveys to measure 
parent satisfaction with due-process procedures, all of which will ultimately improve 
educational outcomes for students with disabilities. - Maureen Hawes 

• Two statewide residential providers participated in the ICI project, Agency Factors 
and Structures Which Increase Successful Outcomes in Community Participation 
and Socially Valued Roles, through which people with developmental disabilities 
made friends with other community members, joined community organizations, and 
became more valued members of their communities. For example, as a result of the 
project's activities, high school students became friends with group home residents, 
while friendships have formed in faith communities between members with and 
without disabilities. - Angela Amado 

• ICI staff assisted People First and ACT to start self-advocacy groups in Bemidji and 
Waseca, and also supported People First of Minnesota in beginning an initiative to 
meet with metro area transition groups to recruit young members. In addition, we're 
working with them this year to support recruitment of more African American, 
American Indian, and Asian American members to People First. - Matt Ziegler 

• The College's Center for Early Education and Development (CEED), with which ICI 
collaborates on early childhood activities, engaged in a combination of projects to 
improve at-risk children 's language and literacy skills and/or pro-social behaviors. 
CEED provided face-to-face training for over 1,000 early childhood professionals and 
distance learning to hundreds of others . We directly reached caregivers of birth to 
five-year-olds in St. Paul and Singapore, in San Diego and Starbuck [Minnesota], as 
we continued our task of giving away child development knowledge. - Karen Cadigan 

Staff Update 
• Staff Hires: MicheUe Beck, GRA, 

School Age Services; Brenda 
Blackhawk, Student Support, 
Transition Services; Matthew 
Bogenschutz, GRA, Administration; 
Magdalena Brockel, GRA, Transition 
Services; Adam Lekwa, GRA, NCEO; 
Amy Mahlke, GRA, School Age 
Services; Sarah Mum, Student 
Support, Adult Services; Rebecca 
Pierce, GRA' School Age Services; 
Meredith Salmi, GRA, Adult Services; 
and Sarah Scullin, GRA, NCEO. Staff 
Departures: Kristin Eisenbraun, 
GRA, NCEO; DanieUe Matchett, 
GRA' NCEO; Amanda Meixel
sperger, GRA, Administration; and 
Gretchen VanGeston, GRA, NCEO. 

• The Arc of Minnesota will hold an 
event on October 9 entitled, "Building 
the Arc, Changing the World: A 
Tribute to Charlie Lakin." This three
hour event, which includes hors 
d'oeuvres and dinner, begins at 5:30 
p.m. in the Radisson University Hotel 
in Minneapolis. For further informa
tion, contact Deb Weston at 
(800) 582-5256, extension 114, or 
debw@arcmn.org. 

• The recipients of the Outstanding 
Service Award for 2006 areJoelle 
Tegwen, Information Technology 
Professional, and Tri Tran, Commu
nity Program Assistant. ICI presents 
this award from University Human 
Resources to selected Civil Service and 
AFSCME staff members. 

Dates to Remember ... 
• September 22: Pizza Forum, 12-1,118 

Pattee Hall 

• October 3: ICI Council, 10:30-12, 118 
Pattee Hall 



From the Front Office Bits & Pieces 
News from leI's Administrative Staff Information from the Institute's Web 

GRAs and Their Supervisors. Some Please inform Amy at kuroOO08@ 
Development Team (11 Pattee, 6·8649) and 

• Publications Office (109 Pattee, 4·4512) 
GRA academic year appointment umn.edu about any changes. 

letters still have not been turned in. If 2006 Community Fund Drive. The • New Publications. The following new 
• 

you haven't seen your letter, check University's 2006 Community Fund 
Institute publications are available: 

with your supervisor. Please sign and Drive is coming. Watch for more NCLB and IDEA : What Parents of 
return your letter ASAP to Amy information soon. Students with Disabilities Need to Know 
Kurowski in 102A Pattee Hall. ICI Council Meeting. The Institute 

and Do (August 2006). Published by 
• 

• P&A Vacation Records. P&A staff Council met August 28 and topics 
the Institute's National Center on 

vacation records for July and August included future council membership 
Educational Outcomes (NCEO) and 

are past due. Please return these and meeting dates, the September 11 
available at http://education.umn. 

forms to Beth Nelson in 107 Pattee P.I. meeting, the new College finan-
edu/nceo/. 

Hall ASAP. Questions? Contact Beth cial structure, College Senate repre- Finding Our Voice (October 2006). 
at 6-8042. sentatives from ICI, and processing of Published by the Institute's Expanding 

• Phone List. The ICl phone list will be contracts for professional services. the Circle projects, this DVD and CD 

updated by the end of September. set is available October 1 by contacting 
Jean Ness at (612) 625-5322, 

Miscellaneous 
nessx008@umn.edu or by visiting 

http://ici.umn.edu/etc/. 

• CEED Fall Courses. This fall, the network representatives from across ICI Publications Catalog (Fall 2006). 

Center for Early Education and the country, corporate leaders and Available from the Publications Office 

Development (CEED) is offering five professionals, service providers, and October 1. 

self-paced, online courses. Each the workforce development commu- • Impact for Election Year. In this 
course offers the opportunity to earn nity. The conference will highlight election year, remember that the 
continuing education credit. For exceptional work by the network, Publications Office still has copies of 
additional course and registration corporations, and organizations in the very timely Impact: Feature Issue on 
information, visit the CEED Web site the area of inclusion, and will address Political Activism and Voter Participa-
at http://education.umn.edu/ceed issues that businesses are facing. FFI, tion by Persons with Intellectual and/or 
("What's New section") or contact visit http://www.mnbln.org! Developmental Disabilities that you can 
Karen Anderson at ander352@umn. USBLN conference/. take to conferences, workshops, classes 
edu or (612) 625-6617. • Assistive Technology Conference. etc. For copies contact Amy Dupont at 

Fundraiser. Kaposia, Inc., a St. Paul- The 24th Annual Closing The Gap (612) 624-6347 or dupoOO13@umn. 

based nonprofit organization that Conference, entitled "Assistive edu. Or stop in to 109 Pattee and sign 

provides customized employment Technology Resources for Children out copies. 

and retirement services for people and Adults with Special Needs," will • Upcoming Impact Issues. ICI's 
with disabilities, will hold Walk for be held in Minneapolis October 19- publication Impact will explore new as 
Wheels, a walk-a-thon in St. Paul's 21. The conference will focus on well as familiar topics during this 
Como Park, at 9 a.m. on Saturday, technology in education, rehabilita- coming year. Scheduled topics are: 
September 23. This fundraiser is for a tion, vocation, and independent Supporting success in school and 
wheelchair accessible van to transport living. FFI, visit http://www. beyond for students with autism 

individuals served by Kaposia to and closingthegap.com/conf/index.lasso. spectrum disorders (Fall 2006), direct 

from their jobs, volunteer activities, • Birthdays. Xoaoqinq "Sally" Du support workforce development 

and other community opportunities. (9/19), Matthew Bogenschutz (9/20), (Winter 2006/07), and emergency 

For more information or to register, Alisha Wackerle (9/22), Caleea Vann preparedness and persons with 

visit www.kaposia.com. (9/23), Jennifer Hall-Lande (9/26), intellectual and developmental 

Work Inclusion Conference. The Cathryn Stefanowski (10/5), Troy disabilities (Spring 2007). 

U.S. Business Leadership Network's Ellis (10/6), Kristin Liu (10/7), and • FYI Deadline. Items for the next FYI 

ninth annual national conference, Manuel Barrera (10/9). Did we miss should be submitted to Tom in 109 

entitled "Inclusion - The Time is your birthday? Let us know! Call Pattee Hall or e-mailed to donag003@ 

Now," is being held in Minneapolis 4-2380 or e-mail kuroOO08@umn. umn.edu by Tuesday, October 10, 

October 4-6. Attendees will include edu. 2006. 


