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ICI Participates in MacArthur 
Mental Health Court Study 
Mental health courts (MHCs) have grown very rapidly in the U.S. , from 1 in 1997 to 
approximately 120 today. This indicates increased interest by the courts in breaking the 
cycle of criminal adjudication of those with mental illness. However, little research has 
been done to examine the effectiveness of mental health courts in achieving that goal. In 
response, the MacArthur Mental Health Court Project, funded by the MacArthur 
Foundation, is gathering information at four pilot sites across the country, examining 
the effectiveness ofMHCs. The Institute on Community Integration (lCI), in collabora
tion with Policy Research Associates, Inc. (PRA) of Albany, New York, is coordinating 
the three-year study at the Hennepin County pilot site. 

The purpose ofMHCs is to assist individuals with mental health issues in the correc
tional system to stabilize their lives and receive the support they need to end their 
pattern of criminal behavior, arrest, and adjudication. Participants who successfully 
complete their MHC requirements have all charges erased from their records. Most 
MHCs follow a therapeutic jurisprudence model. The judge, in collaboration with other 
mental health court staff, attempts to create an alliance with participants through praise 
and encouragement, but may resort to formal sanctions such as jail and workhouse time 
when participants discontinue compliance with court-ordered mandates. Individuals in 
MHC receive a wide array of support services, including case management, probation
ary oversight, medication regulation, psychiatric care, chemical dependency and 
psychiatric assessment and treatment, and assistance with housing. 

Pam Stenhjem coordinates the Hennepin County study and is currently conducting 
interviews with individuals who have participated in the county's MHC since November 
2005, and interviews with individuals who have mental illness and have been arrested 
for committing crimes, but were adjudicated through the regular court. Interviews 
address the participants' experiences in the correctional system, feelings about their 
mental health issues, and what had been happening in their lives in the six months 
before their arrest. Those in the MHC sample are also asked about their experiences 
with MHC. Once all interviews have been completed, project staff will continue to 
follow the outcomes for the two groups of participants by monitoring court and 
correctional records to determine whether or not they continue to be involved with the 
correctional system and the nature of any charges. Ultimately, the data from all four 
pilot sites will be analyzed by PRA and findings made available. 

Pam has this to say about the study and the challenges faced by this population: 

A great majority of our study participants are homeless, or for other reasons have 
disappeared since their release, which makes tracking and locating them for follow
up interviews very difficult. It's almost impossible to find them and you would be 
surprised to find out the lengths to which we've gone to locate these people! Many 
have poor or non-existent support systems, are dually diagnosed with chemical 
dependency and mental illness, and can't stabilize their lives on their own . 

FFI contact Pam Stenhjem, Project Coordinator, at 625-3863 or huntx010@umn.edu 
or Bob Doljanac, Project Director, at 625-1842 or dolja001@umn.edu. 

Staff Update 
• Staft'Hires: Melissa Critchley

Rodriguez, Community Program 
Assistant, NCEO; Erin Jann, Commu
nity Program Assistant, Transition
NCRRC; and KaraJohnson, Commu
nity Program Assistant, Transition
NCRRC. Staff Departure: Lynn 
LaPointe, Community Program 
Associate, Transition. 

• Beth Nelson is ICI's representative for 
the new College of Education and 
Human Development's CAPA commit
tee, which will address implementation 
issues in the strategic positioning 
initiative that affect P&A employees. 
This new group will collaborate with 
the University's CAPA to address 
issues affecting P&A employees. 

• Pam Stenhjem recently presented on 
the Youthhood Web site at two 
conferences: the Minnesota Dropout 
Prevention Conference on October 3 
and the First Annual Direct Support 
Professional Association of Minnesota 
conference on November II. 

• John Smith has received the Charlie 
Smith Community Award, an honor 
given to individuals and groups that 
demonstrate exceptional commitment 
to the disability community. The 
award was presented by Access Press 
during a ceremony in St. Paul on 
November 3. 

Dates to Remember ... 
• November 16: Iel Kickoff, 10-2, 

McNamara Alumni Center 

• November 17: Pizza Forum, 
CANCELLED 

• November 21: Iel Council Special 
Session, 8-10, 118 Pattee Hall 

• November 23-24: University Closed 

• December 5: Iel Council, 10:30-12, 118 
Pattee Hall 

• December 8: ICI Winter Gathering, 
11:30-1:30, Pattee Hall Lobby 



From the Front Office Bits & Pieces 
News from leI's Administrative Staff Information from the Institute's Web 

P&A Staff. Deadline for the online P&A Vacation Records. P&A staff 
Development Team (11 Pattee, 6-8649) and 

• • Publications Office (109 Pattee, 4-4512) 
2005-2006 Reporting of External vacation records for September and 
Professional Activities (REP A) was October are past due. Please submit • New Publications. The following new 

November 10. You must complete these forms to Beth in 107 Pattee Hall Institute publications are available: 

this end-of-year (August 26, 2005- ASAP. Questions? Contact Beth at Policy Research Brief: The Inclusion of 
August 25, 2006) report at http:// 6-8042. Disability as Grounds for Termination of 
egms.umn.edu/REPA even if you • ICI Council Update. The Institute Parental Rights in State Codes (October 
have no activities or interests to Council met November 7 and 2006, Vol. 17, No.2). Published by the 
report. Questions? Contact Beth discussed an upcoming December Institute's Research and Training 
Nelson at 6-8042. meeting with Dean Bailey to explore Center on Community Living and 

• Open Enrollment. Open enrollment current and future goals and activities available at http://ici.umn.edu/ 

for health and dental coverage for ofICI, and how our goals and work products/prb/l72/default.htmlor 

2007 is November 1 through Novem- align with the mission of the new from the Publications Office. 

ber 30. Materials were sent via College. NCEO Policy Directions 18: Using 
campus mail and directory inform a- • ICI Community Advisory Council. Systematic Item Selection Methods to 
tion can be found in the Front Office. The next meeting of the ICI Commu- Improve Universal Design of Assessments 
To enroll, visit Employee Benefits at nity Advisory Council will be held on (September 2006). Published by the 
http://www1.umn.edu/ohr/ben- November 16, 4:30-7:30 p.m. The Institute's National Center on Educa-
efits/openenroll/index.html. topic will be "Supporting Success in tional Outcomes (NCEO) and available 

• 2006 Community Fund Drive. The School and Beyond for Students with at http://education.umn.edu/nceo/. 

University's 2006 Community Fund Autism Spectrum Disorders." For NCEO ELls with Disabilities Report 15: 
Drive ended October 31. This year, further information regarding the Large-Scale Assessments and English 
ICI's Community Fund Drive partici- agenda please refer to Orpheus or Language Learners with Disabilities: A 
pation rate was a record 31 percent, contact Julia Washenberger at 4-1450 Case Study of Participation, Perfor-
compared to 23 percent last year. A or washe004@umn.edu. mance, and Perceptions - "Walking the 
big thanks to all who participated. Talk!" (August 2006). Published by 

NCEO and available at http:// 

Miscellaneous education. umn.edu/nceo/. 

NCEO Synthesis Report 62: High Stakes 

• Cerebral Palsy Grant Guide. Where Universal Design Paper. This July Graduation Exams: The Intended and 

to Turn: A Funding Guide for Nonprofits 2006 paper from The Access Center, Unintended Consequences of Minnesota's 

and Families Serving Children with entitled, "Response-to-Instruction Basic Standards Tests for Students with 

Disabilities in Foster Care is a series of and Universal Design for Learning: Disabilities (August 2006). Published 

state-specific guides to grants and How Might They Intersect in the by NCEO and available at http:// 

other resources intended to help General Education Classroom?" education.umn.edu/nceo/. 

United Cerebral Palsy (UCP) affiliates describes Response-to-Instruction • Iel Web Update. Shawn Lawler, Joelle 

and other organizations initiate or and Universal Design for Learning - Tegwen, Megan Dushin, and others 

enhance programs and projects that two innovative ways to improve the are creating new Web sites and 

address the needs of children and ability of students with disabilities to enhancing existing ones for various ICI 

youth with disabilities in foster care. participate and progress in the projects. They are increasing accessi-

It is also intended to help families and general education curriculum. Visit bility, updating content, updating 

advocates connect to resources that http://www.k8accesscenter.org/ databases, and creating new designs 

might benefit children and youth documents/RTIandUDLFinaI.2.pdf. and multimedia presentations (includ-

with disabilities in foster care. It may • Birthdays. Laurene Christensen ing video and interactive lessons), all 

also serve as a general guide to (11/19), Maureen Hawes (11/20), with "universal design" in mind. Come 

disability funding resources for a Sheryl Larson (11/26), and Kathie see us at the Web Technology Booth at 

variety of purposes. FFI visit http:// Coucouvanis (12/5). Did we miss the Kickoff for more details . 

www.ucp.org/ucp_channeldoc.cfm/ your birthday? Let us know! Call FYI Deadline. Items for the next FYI 
1/11/12998/12998-12998/6667. 4-2380 or e-mail kuroOO08@umn. should be submitted to Tom in 109 

edu. Pattee Hall or e-mailed to donag003@ 
umn.edu by Tuesday, December 12. 


