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Breaking New Ground 
in Progress Monitoring: RIPM 
How can special education teachers carry out the Individualized Education Programs 
guaranteed to students with disabilities under the Individuals with Disabilities Educa
tion Act, while also ensuring the participation of students with disabilities in the general 
education curriculum of their schools? For the past three years the Research Institute 
on Progress Monitoring (RIPM) at the Institute on Community Integration (lCI) has 
been tackling that question. Now they have some answers found in an approach called 
progress monitoring. 

Progress monitoring using curriculum-based measurement (CBM) assesses students' 
academic performance and progress to plan effective instruction. Curriculum-based 
measures are general outcome measures intended to serve as indicators of a student's 
performance. "For example, the number of words read correctly in one minute is a valid 
and reliable indicator of a student's performance in reading," explained ICI's Teri Wal
lace who, along with Chris Espin of the University's Department of Educational Psychol-

, co-directs RIPM. "Using this simple, repeated measure to assess a student's progress 

regularly over time is progress monitoring. Such monitoring is important for determin
ing if students are meeting grade-level expectations. It has also been used to predict 
students' performance on state standards assessments," she added. 

There is a 30-year research base supporting the use of CBM for progress monitoring 
and that research began at the University with the work of Stan Deno in the Department 
of Educational Psychology. Much of the existing research has focused on reading mea
sures with elementary-aged students. RIPM has extended the existing research by: 

• Developing measures in other content areas, such as writing and math. 

• Examining the use of measures with young children (age 4 and K) as well as high 
school students. 

• Investigating the use of measures with diverse student populations, such as students 
with significant cognitive disabilities and those who are Deaf and hard of hearing. 

RIPM is building a seamless and flexible system of progress monitoring that: 

• Serves a variety of students in general and special education. 

• Facilitates monitoring progress across a variety of curricula found in states, districts, 
and schools. 

• Allows systematic comparison of growth rates under a variety of instructional conditions. 

• Allows the progress of students to be followed from one year to the next, one setting 
to the next, and one curriculum to the next. 

"As we move forward, we are hosting a monthly informal Research Forum intended 

"Iare our results and generate discussion among our College and community col
leagues," Teri said. "The upcoming forums are May 2, June 6, and July 11 from noon to 1 
p.m. in 150 Wulling Hall. If people want more information about them or any aspect of 
RIPM, they can contact me at (612) 626-7220 or wallaOOl@umn.edu." 

RIPM is funded by as-year, $5 million grant from the U.S. Department of Education. 

Staff Update 
• Staff Hires: Catherine Kelly, 

GRA, NCEO; Mark Olson, Coor
dinator, NCRRC; and Pat Salmi, 
Research Fellow, Adult Services 
(formerly a GRA). Staff Depar
tures: None. 

• Pat Salmi presented "Emergency 
Management and People with 
Disabilities: Assessing States' 
Readiness" at the Minnesota 2007 
Governor's Homeland Security 

and Emergency Management 
Conference on March 15. A week 
later (March 21), she successfully 
defended her doctoral disserta
tion, and on April 3, as part of 
the Distinguished Speaker Series, 

she gave a continuing education 
class for the American Society of 
Interior Designers on wayfinding 
design for varied capabilities. 

• A chapter titled "Policy, legal, and 
implementation issues surround
ing assessment accommodations 
for students with disabilities" by 

Martha Thurlow, Sandy Thomp
son, and Chris Johnstone, has 
been published in the recently
released Sage Handbook of Special 
Education (Sage Publishing). 

Dates to Remember ... 
• April 18: The Korean Film 

"Marathon." 12-1:30, 214 Pattee 
Hall 

• April 27: Pizza Forum, 12-1, 118 
Pattee Hall 

• May 8: ICI CouDcil, 10:30-12,118 
Pattee Hall 



From the Front Office ---------
News from leI's Administrative Staff 

• P&A Perfonnance Review. Materials 
for P&A Merit/Performance Review are 

due to Amy Kurowski in 102A Pattee by 

April 20. For materials questions, con
tact Amy at 4-2380 or kuro0008@umn. 

edu. For process questions, contact Beth 
Nelson at 6-8042 or nelso106@umn. 

edu. 

• P&A Appointments. The process for 
determining P&A appointments for 

2007/08 will begin soon. PI's, program 
area coordinators, and supervisors 
should watch for more information 

coming soon. Current P&A appoint
ments for 2006/07 end June 10. Ques
tions? Call Beth at 6-8042. 

• Vacation Records. P&A vacation re
cords are due at the end of April. Please 
turn them in to Beth in 107 Pattee Hall. 

• Personal Holiday. Civil Service and 
Bargaining Unit staff have until June 30 
to use your 2006/07 personal holiday. 
Please indicate its use on your absence 
card. Questions? Call Beth at 6-8042. 

Miscellaneous 
• Summer Courses. This summer, ICI 

and the College's Department of Educa
tional Policy and Administration will of
fer two three-credit disability courses for 
community professionals and University 
students. The first course, Disability 
Policy and Services, runs from June 11-
22, 8 a.m.-noon, Monday through Fri
day; it is the core course for the College's 
Certificate in Disability Policy and 

Services, a 12-credit interdisciplinary 
program studying services and supports 

for persons with intellectual and/or 
developmental disabilities. The second 
course, Person-Centered Thinking and 

Planning for Persons with Disabilities, 
runs July 9-20,8 a.m. - noon, Monday 
through Friday; CEU's are available for 
this course. FFI about course content or 

the certificate, contact Marijo McBride 
at (612) 624-6830 or mcbriOOl@umn. 

edu. 

• GRA Summer Appointments. The 
process for GRA summer appoint
ments will begin soon. Information 

will be disseminated via e-mail. Spring 

semester GRA appointments end May 

27. For questions, contact Amy at 
kuro0008@umn.edu or 4-2380. 

• ICI Council Update. The Institute 
Council met April 3 to discuss external 

sales. Staff from the External Sales 
Office, the Office of Sponsored Projects 
Administration, and the Office of Gen
eral Counsel reviewed definitions, rules 
and policies, expectations and processes 
for external sales. 

• Community Advisory Council. The 
ICI Community Advisory Council will 
meet May 3, 4:30-7:30 p.m., to high
light the work of the Institute's North 

Central Regional Resource Center and 
discuss special education in Minne
sota. FFI contact Julia Washenberger at 
washe004@umn.edu or (612) 624-1450. 

Advanced RSVP is required to attend. 

• AmeriCorps Week. ServeMinnesota 
will host its first-ever National Ameri
Corps week recruitment fair at Augs

burg College in Minneapolis on May 14, 
9 a.m. - 1 p.m. ICI's Minnesota Service 
Inclusion Project supports this event by 
marketing to organizations providing 

direct support to individuals interested 
in service opportunities in Minnesota. 

FFI contact Julia Washenberger at 
washe004@umn.edu or (612) 624-1450. 
Limited reasonable accommodation 

funds provided through the project are 
available to Minnesota residents. 

• Birthdays. John Smith (4/19), Chris 
Opsal (4/21), Teri Wallace (4/29), 

Tom Delaney (4/29), Kentaro Kato 
(5/3), Pat Salmi (5/5), Michael Moore 
(5/6), CynthiaJiban (5/13), and 

Amanda Webster (5/15). Did we miss 
your birthday? Let us know! Call 4-2380 

or e-mail kuro0008@umn.edu. 

Bits & Pieces - --
Information from the Institute's Web 
Development Team (11 Pattee, 6-8649) and 
Publications Office (109 Pattee, 4-4512) 

• New Publications. The following 
new ICI publications are available: 

- NeEO ELLs with Disabilities Report 18: 
Standards· based Instructional Strategies 
for English Language Learners with Dis
abilities (February 2007). Published 

by the Institute's National Center on 
Educational Outcomes (NCEO) and 

available only on the Web at http:// 
education. umn.edu/nceo/Online
Pubs/ELLsDis18/ default.html. 

- ICI Publications Catalog (Spring 2007). 
Available from the Publications Office 

within the next few days. 

• New NCEO Data Web Site. The 
National Center on Educational 
Outcomes has launched NCEO Data 
Viewer (http://data.nceo.info/), an 
interactive Web site where users can 
access data compiled through NCEO 
research on students with disabilities 
in the U.S. educational system. Two 
major databases are currently available 
for use: state policies on assessment 
participation and accommodations for 
students with disabilities; and annual 
performance reports from States and 
other educational entities receiving 
Part B funding under IDEA. Users may 
create customized data reports based 
on criteria that they choose. 

• ICI Web Luncheon. The next ICI 
Web Luncheon will be held May I, 12-
1 p.m., in 214 Pattee Hall. Web staff 
and interested others are invited to a 
live demonstration of Breeze Meeting 
Web Conferencing, a discussion about 
the possibilities of a resource library 
for ICI Web developers, and other 
news from the Institute's Web Devel
opment Team. Lunch will be provided. 
Please RSVP to Amanda Webster 
at webs0078@umn.edu. For more 
information, contact Megan Dushin ;' 
6-8649 or dushiOOl@umn.edu. 

• FYI Deadline. Items for the next FYI 
should be submitted to Tom in 109 
Pattee Hall or e-mailed to donag003@ 
umn.edu by Thursday, May 10. 


