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Making Research Easier to Use: 
NCEO Launches Data Viewer 
How can we make our research findings user friendly and relevant to K-12 educators, 
policymakers, and researchers? This is a common question many educational research 
centers ask, especially those that focus on "research to practice." The Institute's National 
Center on Educational Outcomes (NCEO) has answered this question in an innovative 
way with the launch of its new interactive data Web site, NCEO Data Viewer. 

Data Viewer (http://data.nceo.info) contains research data that NCEO has been col
lecting on students with disabilities nationwide, and offers it in multiple databases that 
allow users to create customized reports based on criteria they select. Currently there are 
two main data sets users can access: (1) State Policies on Assessment Participation and 
Accommodations for Students with Disabilities, and (2) Annual Performance Reports. 

NCEO has been tracking and analyzing state policies on assessment participation and 
accommodations since 1992. Given that both the Individuals with Disabilities Education 

Act (IDEA) of 2004 and Title I of the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act of 2001 require 
: participation of students with disabilities in state assessments, it is important to 

~(Udy how they will participate and what, if any, accommodations will be used. NCEO 
Data Viewer users can both analyze state policies related to participation and accommo
dations and make summary tables. The NCEO Data Viewer automatically creates charts 
and color-coded national maps based on chosen criteria. 

States and other educational entities receiving Part B funding under the Individu-
als with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) submit their Annual Performance Reports 
(APRs) to the u.S. Secretary of Education. These reports contain information on a vari
ety of indicators, including assessment participation and performance results for state 
assessments. The state assessment data on NCEO's Web site were submitted by states in 
their Annual Performance Reports, and then summarized using a common approach to 
construct numerators and denominators for determining percentages. As with the above 
data sets, users can create color-coded national maps as well as view related data tables 

based on criteria they choose. 
"The Data Viewer is an exciting new tool that we hope will be useful to many people," 

said Martha Thurlow, NCEO Director. "It is important for K-12 students with disabilities 

because it opens up information to those who work with these students. IEP teams can 
easily find information on whether a specific accommodation will affect the score that a 

student receives, something that before was often hidden in hundreds of pages of poli
cies. For researchers, this tool opens up multiple ways of cross-tabulating information, 
including data on the participation and performance of students with disabilities on 

state assessments." 
NCEO Data Viewer was launched April 23 and NCEO soon will add pre-fabricated 
tic reports, known as Special Analyses, that will enhance information already in 

_ dta Viewer. FFI about NCEO Data Viewer, contact Michael Moore, (612) 626-0546, 

moore031@umn.edu. NCEO is funded by a 5-year, $5 million grant from u.S. Depart
ment of Education, Office of Special Education Programs. 

Staff Update 
• Staff Hires: Diane Halpin, 

Coordinator, School-Age Services; 
Karen Stout, GRA, Transition; 
Kristin Hausmann, GRA, NCEO; 
and Sheryl Lazarus, Research 
Associate, NCEO . . 

• leI staff members Deb Albus, 
Jason Altman, Soo-Yong Byun, 
Chris Johnstone, Randi Nelson, 
Chris Opsal, Cassie Scharber, 
and Martha Thurlow all made 
presentations at the American 
Educational Research Association 
conference, which was held in 
Chicago, April 9-13. 

• On April 20, Pam Stenhjem was 
elected Chair of the Council of Ac
ademic Professionals and Admin
istrators (CAPA), which represents 

all P&A employees at all University 
of Minnesota campuses. At the 
time of her election, Pam had just 
completed a year of service as 
CAPA's Professional Development 
and Recognition Committee Chair 
for 2006-07. 

• Vicki Hawley and Christopher 
Watson of CEED presented at the 
Early Childhood Administrators 
Conference in St. Cloud, April 
26, and at the annual conference 

of the Minnesota Association 
for Children's Mental Health in 
Duluth, April 29. 

Dates to Remember ... 
• May 25: Pizza Forum, 12-1, 118 

Pattee Hall 

• May 28: Memorial Day, 
observed. University Closed. 

• June 5: ICI Council, 10:30-12, 118 
Pattee Hall 



From the Front Office ---------
News from lei's Administrative Staff 

• P&A Appointments. The deadline 
for determining P&A appointments 
for 2007/08 was May 11. Current P&A 

appointments for 2006/07 end June 10. 

Questions? Call Beth at 6-8042. 

• Personal Holiday. Civil Service and 
Bargaining Unit staff have until June 30 
to use your 2006/07 personal holiday. 
Please indicate its use on your absence 
card. Questions? Call Beth at 6-8042. 

• GRA Summer Appointments. GRA 
Summer Appointment information 

was due May 4. Spring semester GRA 
appointments end May 27. Summer 
Term appointment dates are 5/28/07-
8/26/07. For questions, contact Amy at 
kuro0008@umn.edu or 4-2380. 

• GRA Salary Increase. Effective 
6/11/07, GRA pay rates set by the Col
lege will increase 3.25 percent, from 
$15.71/hour to $16.22/hour. 

• Departing Graduate and Under
graduate Employees. Spring Semester 
appointments end May 27. If you are 
graduating or leaving your position at 
the end of the semester, please see Amy 
in 102A Pattee Hall to complete paper

work and return keys. 

• Research Associates. Information 
on applying for promotion to Senior 
Research Associate was e-mailed to Re
search Associates and their supervisors. 
Interested staff must submit a formal, 

written request to Beth Nelson by 

June 11. 

• ICI Council Update. The Institute 
Council met May 8 and discussed a 
number of topics related to staff ap

pointments, promotions, and merit 

reviews; participation in the College's 
Neighborhood Themes; external sales; 
guidelines for submission of special 

project support requests to the College; 
ICR changes; GRA appointments and 
salary rates; and College committees. 

• NIRS Reporting. The annual NIRS 
reporting period ends June 15 and all 
activities, new projects and products 
must be entered into the database by 
then. Please do not wait until the last 
minute to report activities you com

pleted on projects during this reporting 
period. The information we enter into 

the database is uploaded and used to 
draft a report to the Administration 
on Developmental Disabilities. This 

report is used to justify ICI's funding 
and the existence of the Federal UCEDD 
programs, as enacted under the Devel
opmental Disabilities Act. The reporting 
is time consuming but it reflects our 
work and the impact we make in the 
lives of the people we serve. If the NIRS 
database can aid you, such as data min
ing for grant proposal information or 
for other grant activities, contact Matt 

Ziegler at 6-7322 or zieglOlO@umn.edu. 

Miscellaneous - - ---- -------

• Summer Courses. This summer, 
the Center for Early Education and 

Development (CEED) is offering two 

self-paced, online courses. From June 4 
through August 6, Scott Harman teaches 
"Introduction to Infant Mental Health;" 
the registration deadline is May 29 (see 

http://education.umn.edu/ceed/cours
esand trainings/ courses/imh .htm). 

From June 11 through August 13, Jolene 
Pearson teaches "Parent Infant Path

ways;" the registration deadline is June 

6 (see http://education.umn.edu/ceed/ 
coursesandtrainings/ courses/pi p.htm). 
CEUs are available for both courses. 

• Birthdays. Amy Hewitt (5/19), Nancy 
McCulloh (5/22), Vitaliy Shyyan 
(5/28), Christina Boice (6/1), Beth 
Zukowski (6/5),]ulia Washenberger 
(617), Melissa Critchley Rodriguez 
(6/9), and Tom Donaghy (6/9). Did we 

miss your birthday? Let us know! Call 
4-2380 or e-mail kuro0008@umn.edu. 

Bits & Pieces---
Information from the Institute's Web 
Development Team (11 Pattee, 6-8649) and 
Publications Office (109 Pattee, 4-4512) 

• New Publications. The following 
new ICI publications are available: 

- Technical Report 46: Nearing the Target 
in Disaggregated Subgroup Reporting 
to the Public on 2004-2005 Assessment 
Results (April 2007). Published by the 
Institute's National Center on Educa
tional Outcomes (NCEO) and available 

only on the Web at http://education. 
umn.edu/nceo/OnlinePubs/Tech46/ 
default.html. 

- Hints and Tips for Addressing Accom
modations Issues for Peer Review (April 
2007). Published by NCEO and avail

able only on the Web at http://educa
tion. umn.edu/ nceo/OnlinePubs/Peer
Review Accomm. pdf. 

• New Addition to ICI Web Site. As 
you talk with people who'd like a copy 
of the ICJ Publications Catalog, you 
now have a new option for getting 
it into their hands: the catalog PDF 
online. Every quarter as we publish the 
newly updated printed catalog, we'll 
be posting the PDF to the Products 
section of the Web site. This is in addi
tion to the current text-based descrip
tions and searchable database of ICI 
products that we already maintain 
and update quarterly. You can find the 
PDF at the top of the Products page at 
http://ici.umn.edu/products. Or you 
can go to it directly at http://ici.umn. 
edu/products/ICI]ublications_ 
Catalog.pdf. 

• Web Conferencing. Interested in 
Web conferencing? There's still room 
left! Come to an orientation on Breeze 
Web Conferencing (now Adobe Con
nect) on Monday, June 4 from 1:30-
2:30 p.m. at 250 Wulling Hall. Please 
RSVP (or send questions) to Megan 
Dushin at dushiOOl@umn.edu. 

• FYI Deadline. Items for the next FYI 
should be submitted to Tom in 109 
Pattee Hall or e-mailed to donag003@ 
umn.edu by Monday, June 11. 


