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ICI and EdPA Launch Person-Centered 
Thinking and Planning Course in July 
Person-centered planning is a useful process for supporting people with disabilities 
to lead the lives they choose, but it has often been misunderstood and misapplied. In 
response to requests from community members and University colleagues for informa
tion and training about person-centered planning, the Institute on Community Integra
tion (ICI) and the University's Department of Educational Policy and Administration are 
offering a new course in July, Person-Centered Thinking and Planning for Persons with 
Disabilities (EdPA 5080). The course is designed for practicing community profession
als, University students, and others who are interested. 

"We're passionate about it," says Marijo McBride, who will teach the course with Matt 
Ziegler. Both instructors are from ICI and they have been involved with person-centered 
planning and thinking for more than 15 years. "This course offers an exciting and fresh 
process that can be used with anyone - individuals or organizations, with or without dis
abilities," she adds. "It's a creative way to listen to people who may not have been heard 

the past, as well as to their circles of support, and to create sustained action around 
.c information that's shared." 
The three-credit course, for which CEUs are also available, is held July 9-20, from 8 

a.m. to noon, Monday through Friday. It will employ the expertise of University faculty 
and researchers, as well as individuals with disabilities, family members, and commu
nity professionals (some of whom will be guest speakers), to provide an overview of 
person-centered thinking and planning in relation to persons with disabilities, with an 
emphasis on individuals with intellectual and/or developmental disabilities. Among 
course goals are: 

• Provide an overview of the values underlying person-centered thinking and planning, 
and the philosophical approaches to person-centeredness. 

• Introduce key person-centered planning approaches and tools - and their practical 
application, implementation, monitoring, and evaluation - across the life-span in a 
variety of settings, including home, school, community, and recreation. 

• Experience person-centered thinking and planning from a personal perspective by 
designing person-centered plans for self and others. 

• Address issues in culturally sensitive person-centered thinking and planning. 

• Discuss critical current issues, ethical questions, and future trends pertaining to per
son-centered thinking and planning for persons with disabilities. 
"Person-centered planning is a hard process," says Marijo. "This course supports that 

process and the people who are living it." 
For further information about course content, contact Marijo at (612) 624-6830 or 
'briOOl@umn.edu. For summer class registration information, contact the College's 
.• ice of Student and Professional Services at (612) 625-6501 or spsinfo@umn.edu. 

Information about CEU's is available from Continuing Professional Studies at (612) 625-

5060 or cpstudy@umn.edu. General information is also online at www.education.umn. 
edu. 

Staff Update 
• Staff Hires: None. Staff Depar

tures: Soo-Yong Byun, GRA, 
Adult Services; Jane Fields, 
Research Associate, Transition; 
CynthiaJiban, Research Associ
ate, NCEO; and Cathryn Ste
fanowski, Community Program 
Assistant, NCRRC. 

• ICI staff members were recog
nized for their years of University 
service at the State of the College 
and Awards celebration at Coff
man Union, April 25. Recognized 
for five years of service: Kristin 
Dean, Nancy McCulloh, and 
John Westerman. Ten years: Tom 
Donaghy and Randi Lundell 
(CEHD). Fifteen years: Donna 
Johnson and Lucy Luu (CEHD). 
Twenty years: Brian Abery, Scott 
McConnell (CEED), and Teri 
Wallace. 

• Staff promotions granted by the 
College, effective June 11: Amy 
Hewitt and Sheryl Larson were 
promoted from Research Associate 
to Senior Research Associate; and 
Kristi Liu was promoted from Re
search Fellow to Senior Research 
Fellow. 

• In May, Vicki Gaylord received 
an M.A. in Religion and Theology 
from United Theological Seminary 
of the Twin Cities, with special rec
ognition for her work in feminist 
theology. 

Dates to Remember ... 
• June 22: Pizza Forum, 12-1, 118 

Pattee Hall 

• July 4: Independence Day. 
University Closed. 



From the Front Office ---------
News from lei's Administrative Staff 

• P&A Appoinbnent and Salary 
Letters. P&A appointment and 
salary letters for 2007/08 were sent out 
recently. Questions? Call Beth Nelson at 
6-8042. 

• P&A Vacation Records. P&A vacation 
records for May/June are due to 107 Pat
tee Hall by June 30. Questions? Call Beth 
at 6-8042. 

• Personal Holiday. Civil Service/Bar
gaining Unit staff have until June 30 
to use your 2006/07 personal holiday. 
Please indicate its use on the your 
absence card. Questions? Call Beth at 
6-8042. 

• 3.25% Cost of Living Increase. Civil 
Service staff and non-academic stu
dent employees (Undergraduate staff) 
received a 3.25% across-the-board pay 
increase, effective June 11. 

Miscellaneous ------------

• Disability Rights History Tour. The 
Road to Freedom Bus Tour, a year-long, 
cross-country educational and promo
tional bus tour to inform and inspire 
America about the history of disability 
rights, will stop in downtown Minneapo
lis on Friday, August 17, from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. The public is invited to visit this 
free exhibit (co-hosted by the Institute), 
which will be parked between the Mill 
City Museum and the Guthrie Theater at 
704 South Second St. The tour marks the 
17th anniversary of the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA), which became 
law in 1990. The tour features a multi
media display and presentation that 
guides viewers through the civil rights 
struggle for people with disabilities. Jim 
Ward, president of ADA Watch and the 
National Coalition for Disability Rights, 
will talk about the ADA, the challenges 
still faced by people with disabilities, and 
the need to keep the promise of the ADA. 
He will speak at 11:30 a.m., 12:30 p.m., 
and 1:30 p.m. FFI, call Cindy Tarshish of 
ADA Minnesota at (651) 603-2015. 

• Reflection Groups. Reflection Groups 
for the Certificate in Disability Policy 
and Services are being held inJune. 
Reflection Group speakers, topics, 
and dates are: Janis Carey Wack of the 
Minnesota Brain Injury Association, on 
the basics of brain injury (6/18); ICI's 
Marijo McBride, on health transition 
(6/19); and Marijo, on physical disabili
ties (6/21). The groups are being held 
12:15 -1:15 p.m. in Room 315 Peik Hall. 

• Disability Data Event Follow-Up. On 
December 5, there will be a follow-up 
meeting to Does Disability Count?, the 
conference on disability data in Minne
sota that was held at the University's St. 
Paul campus on June 13. The December 
meeting will be a networking oppor
tunity and speakers will summarize 
activities since the June conference. 
The location and other details of the 
luncheon meeting will be announced. 
If interested, please e-mail doug. 
palmer@health.state.mn.us. 

• NCLB Revisions. Federal regulations 
under the No Child Left Behind Act 
(NCLB) were revised in April to give 
states and schools more flexibility by al
lowing them to more accurately evaluate 
the academic progress of some students 
with disabilities by using alternate as
sessments and tailoring instruction to 
individual needs. FFI, visit http://www. 
ed.gov /news/pressreleases/2007 /04/ 
04042007.html. 

• Birthdays. Vicki Gaylord (6/18), Con
nie Burkhart (6/21), Kathryn Hecht 
(6/21), Cassandra Scharber (6/23), 
Magdalena Brockel (6/23), Donna 
Johnson (6/26), Seungsoo Yeo (6/26), 
Rachel Halvorson (6/30), Ann Bailey 
(7/2), Traci Laliberte (7/3), Trisha 
Beuhring (7/4), Jennifer Davie (7/4), 
Charlie Lakin (7/10), and Shawn 
Lawler (7/10). Did we miss your birth
day? Let us know! Call 4-2380 or e-mail 
kuro0008@umn.edu. 

Bits & Pieces---
Information from the Institute's Web 
Development Team (11 Pattee, 6-8649) anc. 
Publications Office (109 Pattee, 4-4512) 

• New Publications. The following 
new ICI publications are available: 

- You Know That It's Got to be Dedication 
That I am Still Here: The Experiences 
of Direct Support Professionals Dur-
ing Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, and 
Aftermath (May 2007). Published by 
the Institute's Research and Training 
Center on Community Living (RTC) 
and available only on the Web, in PDF 
forIl1at, at http://rtc.umn.edu/docs/ 
NOLAFinalReport.pdf. 

- Higher Ground: The Dedication of Direct 
Support Professionals During and After 
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita (May 
2007). Published by RTC and available 
only on the Web, in PDF format, at 
http://rtc.umn.edu/docs/ 
higherground. pdf. 

• CDS Reaches Milestone. As of June 
5 the College of Direct Support (CDS 
reached the milestone of 50,000 cur
rently enrolled learners. CDS is an 
online, competency-based curriculum 
offered to direct support professionals 
and frontline supervisors nationwide. 
The curriculum was developed at the 
Institute's Research and Training Cen
ter on Community Living (RTC), and 
is offered through a partnership of the 
RTC and MC Strategies/Elsevier. For 
more information on the curriculum, 
see www.collegeofdirectsupport.com. 

• UMConnect/Presenter. If you 
would like to see the presentation 
slides from the University Technology 
Training Center's customized orienta
tion on UMConnect/Presenter - the 
UMN's free Web conferencinglpresen
tation service - held on June 4, e-mail 
Megan Dushin at dushiOO1@umn. 
edu. For additional training, go to 
http://uttc.umn.edu/trainingl 
resources/breezel. 

• FYI Deadline. Items for the next FYI 
should be submitted to Tom in 109 
Pattee Hall or e-mailed to donag003@ 
umn.edu by Tuesday, July 10. 


