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ICI Launches "Changing Landscapes: The 
Visiting Artists with Disabilities Project" 
Art created by individuals with disabilities will soon grace the walls of the Institute on 
Community Integration (ICI) as part of "Changing Landscapes: The Visiting Artists with 
Disabilities Project." The year-long project, funded by a $1500 grant from the College of 
Education and Human Development, will feature artwork on loan from three commu
nity organizations that support artists with disabilities: Interact Center for Visual and 
Performing Arts, Partnership Resources, Inc. , and Courage Center. On September 17 an 
opening reception will mark the unveiling of the first collection of artwork to be dis
played at ICI through support from the College-wide grant competition titled, "Building 
Art Building Community" sponsored by the College Multicultural and Diversity 
Committee to support multicultural/diverse public art in the College. 

From September 2007 through August 2008, IeI will display - in four-month cycles -
three sets of25 to 30 pieces of artwork by individuals with disabilities from the three 
community organizations. The fust set of paintings and drawings will come from 
Interact and will be hung in Pattee Hall in early September. The committee will host its 
first art opening on September 17, 2- 3:30 p.m. during which IeI staff and guests can 
meet the Interact artists and view the artwork throughout the building. The Institute 
will display the second set of paintings and drawings from Partnership Resources, Inc. 
this winter, and the third and final set will come from Courage Center next spring. 

"This project seems like a perfect fit for ICI given that our mission is all about improv
ing the quality oflife for persons with disabilities," says Megan Dushin, co-chair of the 
planning committee. "We'll have an opportunity to both support and benefit from the 
inspiration of artists with disabilities, and to experience the realities of these artists from 
their personal viewpoints." Committee member CliffPoetz adds that the "Changing 
Landscapes" project is important because "it brings color to ICI and helps educate 
people about what people with disabilities can do." 

Throughout the year IeI staff will have the opportunity to provide feedback to the 
committee on their experience of the artwork through writing in a Comments Book that 
will be available in the front lobby of Pattee (along with other literature about the artists 
and the organizations). This feedback will guide the committee in the possible purchase 
of pieces for permanent display at the end of the year. In addition, staff will be able to 
purchase artwork individually from each of the displaying organizations. 

"We were really excited to preview the artwork at these organizations," notes Derek 
Nord, committee co-chair. "Some pieces are really intense and thought-provoking; you 
could tell the artists were reaching beyond the 'pretty picture' notion of artwork. We're 
looking forward to sharing the art at IeI." The members of the IeI planning committee 
that submitted the proposal and are coordinating the project are Melissa Critchley
Rodriguez, Pat Salmi, CliffPoetz, Dorene Scott, and co-chairs Derek Nord and Megan 
Dushin. Additionally, Charlie Lakin provided encouragement along the way, as well as 
guidance to the committee in selecting community organizations with which to partner. 

More information about the September art opening will be coming out in late August. 
For other information about the project, contact Megan at dushi001@umn.edu or (612) 
626-8649; or Derek at nord0364@umn.edu or (612) 624-0386. 

Staff Update 
• Staff Arrivals: Damien Cormier, 

GRA, NCEO. Staff Departures: 
Amanda Pendergast, Student 
Support, Adult Services; Amy 
Dupont, Principal Administrative 
Specialist, Publications; Traci 
laliberte, Research Associate, 
Adult Services. 

• The Institute's Research Institute on 
Progress Monitoring (RIPM) has 
authored the Summer 2007 issue of 
The/ournal o/Special Education (vol. 
41, no. 2), focusing on Curriculum
Based Measurement. Authoring 
articles in the issue are Teri Wallace, 
Chris Espin, Kristen McMaster, 
Stan Deno, Anne Foegen, Miya 
Miura Wayman, Hilda Ives Wiley, 
Renata Ticha, and Cynthia Jiban. 

• Christopher Johnstone has recently 
published a book chapter on inclusive 
education in the Kingdom of Lesotho 
in southern Africa titled, "Challenges 
to Inclusion in Lesotho." It's in 
Engelbrecht, P. (ed.). Inclusive 
Education in Southern Africa published 
by Van Shaik, Johannesburg. 

Dates to Remember ... 

• August 15: 10 Picnic, 
5:00, Pattee Hall backyard 

• August 22: ICI Supervisory Group 
Brown Bag, 12-1, 118 Pattee 

• August 25: 10 Pizza Forum, 
12-1, 118 Pattee 

• September 3: University Closed for 
Labor Day 

• September 11: ICI Council, 
10:30-12,118 Pattee 



From the Front Office ---------
News from leI's Administrative Staff 

• leI Awards. Nominations for the 

Future Leader Award and the 
Individual Excellence and Commu

nity Building Award are due August 

15. Please submit materials to Amy 
Kurowski in 102A Pattee. FFI visit 

http://ici.umn.edu/intranet 
awards.html. 

• P&A Vacation Records. P&A staff 
vacation records for July/August are 
due August 31. Please return them to 
Beth Nelson in 107 Pattee Hall. 

Miscellaneous 
• The Road to Freedom Tour. The 

Road to Freedom Bus Tour, a year-
long, cross-country educational and 
promotional bus tour to inform and 
inspire America about the compelling 
history of disability rights, will stop in 
downtown Minneapolis on Friday, 
August 17, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. This • 
free exhibit will be parked between the 

Mill City Museum and the Guthrie 
Theater at 704 South Second St., 

Minneapolis. The public is invited to 
stop by. 

• Emergency Preparedness Confer
ence. "The Call to Care: Faith Commu
nities and Emergency Preparedness -

An All Persons Approach," will be held 
August 16 with small group discus-
sions and interaction at eight Minne-
sota locations, plus two general 

presentations via lTV. The all-day 
conference, for which ICI is one of the 
co-sponsors, presents an inclusive 
approach in preparing for, responding 

to, and recovering from emergencies 

and disasters. It will identifY relation
ships among stakeholders and build on 
the strengths of each community. 

Speakers include June Isaacson Kailes, 
Associate Director of the Center for 

Disability Issues and the Health 
Professions at Western University of 

Health Sciences, Pomona, California; 
and Harold Koenig, national media 

• 

• - Fall GRA Appointments. Informa
tion was recently sent via e-mail to 

GRA supervisors, principal investiga
tors, and program area coordinators 

regarding Fall GRA appointments. 

Deadline for information about 

continuing GRAs is August 15th. 
New hire information is due ASAP to 
Beth Nelson at 6-8042. Ending GRA 

information is due ASAP to Amy at 
4-2380. For questions, contact Amy 
at kuro0008@umn.edu. 

commentator and co-director of the 
Center for Spirituality, Theology and 
Health at Duke University Medical 

Center. The conference is free but 
pre-registration is required. FFI visit 
www.togevents.com/cc or call (320) 
224-0154. 

Disability Data Meeting. On 
December 5, 2007, there will be a 

follow-up meeting to Does Disability 

Count?, the conference on disability 
data in Minnesota that was held at the 
University's St. Paul campus onJune 

13. The December meeting will be a 
networking opportunity and speakers 
will summarize any activities since the 
June conference. The location and 
other details of the luncheon meeting 
are to be announced. Ifinterested, 
please e-mail doug.palmer@health. 

state.mn.us. 

Birthdays. Martha Thurlow (August 
19), Christopher Johnstone (August 
20), Mona Dougherty (August 20), 
Shari Leighton Barr (August 29), Amy 

Mayer (September 1), Dennis Olson 
(September 5), Carol Ely (September 
6), Haesook Koo (September 7), 
Rachel Fang (September 9), Cliff 

Poetz (September 12), Jerry Smith 
(September 14). Did we miss your 
birthday? Let us know! Call 4-2380 or 

e-mail kuro0008@umn.edu. 

Bits & Pieces ---
Information from the Institute's Web 
Development Team (11 Pattee, 6-8649) and 
Publications Office (109 Pattee, 4-4512) 

• New Publications. The following 

new Institute publications are 
available online: 

Residential Services for Persons with 
Developmental Disabilities: Status and 
Trends Through 2006 Ouly 2007). 

Published by the Institute's Research 
and Training Center on Community 
Living (RTC). Available at http:// 

rtc. umn.edu/ docs/risp2006. pdf. 

National Validation Study of Com pet en· 
des for Frontline Supervisors and Direct 
Support Professionals (April 2007). 
Published by the Institute's RTC. 

Available at http://rtc.umn.edu/ 
publications/. 

• New Web Tool on Emergency 
Preparedness. The Emergency 
Response Preparedness Self-Assessment 
Instrument (http://rtc.umn.edu/erp) 
is a newly developed tool designed for 
use by state disability services officials 
nationwide to determine the extent to 

which their agency's emergency pre
paredness plans address issues critical 

to the support and protection of 
persons with intellectual and develop

mental disabilities during disaster or 
crisis. It was developed by a partner
ship between the National Associa
tion of State Directors of Develop

mental Disabilities Services and the 
Institute's Research and Training 

Center on Community Living. While 
designed primarily for state agencies, 
it may also be useful to community 
service providers and others. 

• Publications Job. The leI Publica
tions Office has an opening for a 

person to do financial record keeping, 
database management, and customer 
service. FFI see Requisition #149759 

at http://employment.umn.edu. 

FYI Deadline. Items for the next FYI 

should be submitted to Tom in 109 
Pattee Hall or e-mailed to donag003@ 

umn.edu by Tuesday, September 11. 


