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Connecting the Dots: ICI and Iowa 
Launch Web-Based Training 
The federal Individuals with Disabilities Education Act of 2004 (IDEA 2004) requires 
a smooth transition for children moving from Part C early intervention programs for 
infants and toddlers with disabilities to Part B programs for children and young adults 
with disabilities ages 3 to 21 years. It is difficult for many states to ensure this transition 
is being implemented as intended by IDEA 2004. One way to achieve compliance with 
the C to B transition requirements is to train staff members who are most responsible 
for ensuring effective transitions. In response to this training need, the North Central 
Regional Resource Center (NCRRC) at the Institute on Community Integration (ICI), in 
collaboration with the Iowa Department of Education and the IeI Web Services Team, 
has developed "Connecting the Dots" (https:!/transitiontraining.northcentralrrc.orgl), 
an online transition training for Part C Service Coordinators. 

The training, initially developed for Iowa and soon to be adapted and offered to other 
states, is made up of three units: (1) Federal and State Requirements for Transition 

eluding IDEA 2004, the State Performance Plan, and state-specific transition data), 
t2) Understanding Early Childhood Transition (including recommended practices), and 
(3) Iowa's Transition Policies and Procedures (including roles and responsibilities, state 
policies, and procedures). Each unit contains a glossary and related resources, culmi
nating with an interactive quiz that trainees must pass in order to access the successive 
units. Penny Milburn, Iowa Early Childhood State Consultant, initiated the idea of using 
the Web to meet her state's training needs. She, along with Ann Bailey, Christopher 
Watson, and Jennifer Huisken from NCRRC, developed the training content. "Connect
ing the Dots is a unique way of providing staff training on transition at age 3," said Ann. 
"We're excited to provide the training to all nine states in our region, and potentially 
nationwide, to help them address the requirements of IDEA 2004." 

In addition to developing the online training, the IeI Web Services Team of Megan 
Dushin, Joelle Tegwen, and Shawn Lawler created an administrative Web site for re
gional and state staff to use to administer the training. Data can be collected on trainees' 
progress and quiz scores, which may be used for federal reporting purposes by region, 
and the site also produces reports with graphics. Most importantly, it allows state and 
regional staff to track service coordinators' training throughout the state. 

By using newer Web technologies, the online training and its administrative counter
part are proving to be a great success. "We are excited to offer this type of training that 
meets providers' time and availability needs," said LauraBelie Sherman-Proehl, Chief, 
Bureau of Early Childhood Services at the Iowa Department of Education. "Providers 
have responded positively to the ease and access of training." 

For more information on "Connecting the Dots," please contact Ann Bailey, Project 
d, at baile045@umn.edu or (612) 624-1158. 

Staff Update 
• Staff Hires: Mary McEath

ron, Research Fellow, Transition 
(formerly a GRA); Kathryn 
Fremont, GRA, School Age; 
Edita Bucinca, GRA, Transition; 
Skylar Werde, GRA, School Age; 
Allison McCarthy, GRA, School 
Age; Sarah Scholin, GRA, Adult 
Services/ School Age; Anne Bea
ton, GRA, NCEO; Kelly Hrenko, 
GRA, Transition; Naomi Scott, 
Student Support, Adult Services; 
Ryan Sharpe, Student Info Tech, 
NCRRC. Staff Departures: 
Matjorie Cuthbert, Research 
Associate, NCEO; Randi Nelson, 
Karen Stout, Michelle Beck and 
Cassandra Scharber, all GRAs 
in Transition; and Kathryn LaiI, 
and Kristin Hausmann, GRAs at 
NCED. 

• Shawn Lawler has received the 
ICI Excellence and Community 
Building Award for 2007; Kathie 
(Coucouvanis) Alba andJenni
fer Hall-Lande have received this 
year's IeI Future Leader Award; 
and Chris Opsal and Amanda 
Webster have received this year's 
Outstanding Service Awards for 
Civil Service employees. Con
gratulations to all and they will be 
honored November 28 at the ICI 
Fall Kickoff. 

Dates to Remember ... 
• September 21: Pizza Forum, 

12-1, li8 Pattee Hall 

• October 1: CEED Potluck Party 
for ICI, li:30-1, 202 Pattee Hall 

• October 3: ICI Council, 10:30-12, 
li8 Pattee Hall 



From the Front Office ---------
News from leI's Administrative Staff 

• P&A Vacation Records. P&A staff 
vacation records for July/August are 
past due. Please return these forms to 
Beth Nelson in 107 Pattee Hall ASAP. 
Questions? Contact Beth at 6-8042. 

• Phone List. The Iel phone list will 
be updated by the end of September. 
Please inform Amy Kurowski of any 
changes at kuro0008@umn.edu. 

• GRAs and Their Supervisors. Some 
GRA academic year appointment letters 
still have not been turned in. If you 
haven't seen your letter, check with your 
supervisor. Please sign and return your 
letter ASAP to Amy in 102A Pattee Hall. 

• Institute Council Update. The Insti
tute Council met on September 11 and 
among topics discussed were creating 
a process for addressing environment/ 

physical space improvements at lCI, 
upcoming changes in the College Finan
cial Services Office teams, the AFSCME 
strike and staffing needs at ICI, the 
upcoming ICI Core Grant application 
and 5-year needs assessment plan, the 
Fall Kickoff, the ICI art displays, and up
coming Community Advisory Council 
meetings. 

• Upcoming Advisory Council Meet
ing. The ICI Community Advisory 
Council will meet on Thursday, Septem
ber 20. Barb Troolin, the state's Director 
of Special Education, will give Minne
sota Department of Education updates 
and ICI's Jerry Smith will present his 
new film, Higher Ground: The Dedication 
of Direct Support Professionals During and 
After Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. 

Miscellaneous ------------

• Autism Conference. An all-day Autism 
& Asperger's Syndrome conference will 
be held in Bloomington September 
21. The keynote speaker is Dr. Temple 
Grandin, who has Autism and has au
thored several books on this and other 
subjects, including Unwritten Rules of 
Social Relationships, on which she will 
present. Her mother, Eustacia Cutler, 
will speak about raising her. Dr. Jim Ball, 
a behavior analyst and another author
ity on Autism, will present, "Early Inter
vention and Social Skills." To register, 
call (800) 489-0727 or call or visit www. 
FHautism.com. 

• Teleconference on Education and 
Mental Health. The National Technical 
Assistance Center for Children's Mental 
Health will present a teleconference en
titled, "Achieving Shared Goals Through 
Systematic Integration of Education and 
Mental Health," on November 15, 1-
2:30 p.m. (Eastern Standard Time). The 
teleconference will explore the evidence 
base for school mental health services 
and the differences between programs 
and systemic change in the school arena. 
It will also address how youth-guided 

policies and services contribute to the 
overall integration of school and mental 
health. Participation is free, but registra
tion is required. FFI visit http://gucchd. 
georgetown.edu/programs/ta_ center/ 
tacalls2007.html. 

• Transition Supports. "Making Tracks 
to Transition" Program Resources is a 
Web page at http://www.hcbs.org/ 
moreInfo.php/nb/doc/1725 that lists 
resources from Schwab Rehabilitation 
Hospital. which has designed supports 
for transition-age youth with disabili
ties and their families. Its three-stage 
program creates a "medical home" 
for youth, creating relevant goals, and 
working with schools and community 
agencies to meet objectives. 

• Birthdays. Xiaoqing "Sally" Du 
(9/19), Matt Bogenschutz (9/20), Na
talia Gadea (9/20), Alisha Wackerle 
(9/22),}ennifer Hall-Lande (9/26), 
Karissa Holschbach (10/2), Kristi 
Liu (10/7), Manuel Barrera (10/9), 
Allison McCarthy (10/9), and Lucy 
Luu (10/16). Did we miss your birth
day? Let us know! Call 4-2380 or e-mail 
kuro0008@umn.edu. 

Bits & Pieces---
Information from the Institute's Web 
Development Team (11 Pattee, 6-8649) and 
Publications Office (109 Pattee, 4-4512) 

• New Publications. The following 
new lCI publications are available: 

- Impact: Feature Issue on Disaster Pre
paredness and People with Disabilities 
(Spring/Summer 2007, Vol. 20, No.1). 
Published by the Institute and avail
able from the Publications Office and 
online at http://ici.umn.edu/ 
products/impact/20l/ defa ul t.h tml. 

- Learning Oportunities for Your Child 
Through Alternate Assessments: Alter
nate Assessments Based on Modified 
Academic Achievement Standards (Au
gust 2007). Published by the Institute's 
National Center on Educational Out
comes and available only on the Web 
(in PDF format) at http://education. 
umn.edu/nceo/OnlinePubs/ 
MMASParentGuide.pdf. 

- Higher Ground: The Dedication of Direct 
Support Professionals During and After 
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita (August 
2007, DVD, 47 minutes). Produced by 
the Institute's Research and Training 
Center on Community Living. Avail
able from Amanda Webster at 5-1566 
or webs0078@umn.edu. 

• ICI E-mail Addresses. Some In
stitute-wide e-mail addresses have 
changed recently. IeI's primary e-mail 
is now icimain@umn.edu. The e-mail 
for ICI Publications Office is now 
icipub@umn.edu and the e-mail for 
ICI Web Services is iciweb@umn.edu. 

• ICI Web Server Changes. The 
Institute's Web site is moving to a new 
server. As a result, some functions, 
such as searching, are down. However, 
an improved Google search function 
should be running on the site by mid
October. 

• FYI Deadline. Items for the next 
FYI should be submitted to Tom 
in 109 Pattee Hall or e-mailed to 
donag003@umn.edu by Tuesday, 
October 9. 


