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Project Intersect: Anishinaabe Arts 
Meet Standards-Based Curriculum 
The Institute on Community Integration (lCI) has teamed up with two northern Min
nesota schools, American Indian artists, and the University's Department of Curriculum 
and Instruction to create an innovative project that's enhancing students' understand
ing, enthusiasm, and performance in standards-based art education, language arts, 
mathematics, and science. It is called Project Intersect. 

Launched July I, 2006, Project Intersect is a four-year, federally funded, research-based 
project designed for American Indian and non-Indian students in grades K-S. It enhanc
es learning by combining culturally competent art benchmarks with effective interven
tions for arts education that integrate a culturally responsive model with standard-based 
education. This creates a learning environment where American Indian and non-Indian 
students from Independent School District 94-Cloquet and the n~ighboring Fond du Lac 
Ojibwe School on the Fond du Lac Reservation gain basic skills within two cultures. 

The overall purpose of the project is to: 

-'artner with local American Indian artists to infuse culturally responsive American 
.ndian visual and performing arts into K-S arts education. 

• Integrate American Indian arts activities into language arts, math, and science education. 

• Ensure that this American Indian arts-based curriculum is aligned with state and na
tional benchmarks and content standards in the visual and performing arts,language 
arts, math, and science. 

• Research the effectiveness of the culturally integrated American Indian curricular 
model in improving student academic performance in language arts, math, and science. 

• Disseminate program results and outcomes for national and statewide replication. 
In the project's first year, a 20-member design team from the American Indian com

munity, the elementary and middle schools, the tribal college, the Carlton County Arts 
Network, the Indian Education Parent Committees, and the University decided which 
cultural activities to embed into the K-12 curriculum. Tribal artists then demonstrated 
Ojibwe arts techniques to teachers who learned how to create and teach them. At the 
Summer Institute in June 2007, teachers and artists worked together intensely for five 
days to prepare lessons that were an intersection of the standards-based curriculum and 
Ojibwe culture and arts. After the institute, teachers refined and presented their lessons 
to each other, and during the current school year teachers have been implementing the 
lessons in their classrooms. 

"Project Intersect has brought together Cloquet and Ojibwe school teachers, American 
Indian community members, and artists from the Fond du Lac tribe in a new way," says 
Principal Investigator Jean Ness. "They are working together to create lessons in core 
subject areas that provide greater cultural relevance and interest to students. Students 
1,,·,'0' the activities. Teachers are presenting their lessons to other teachers in the project, 

mg synergy and a sustainable quality to project activities. Word about the project is 
spreading to other teachers and interest is growing. We anticipate many new teachers in 
our 200S Summer Institute in June." 

The project is funded by a $1,071,625 grant from the U.S. Department of Educa
tion, Office of Innovation and Improvement. FFI, contact Jean at (612) 625-5322 or . 
nessxOOS@umn.edu. 

Staff Update 
• Staff Hires: None. Staff Depar

tures: None. 

• The Research and Training 
Center on Community Living 
has received a $72,000 grant from 
the John D. and Catherine T. 
MacArthur Foundation for devel
opment of Self-Advocacy Online, 
an educational and networking 
Web site for teens and adults with 
developmental disabilities tar
geted at those who participate in 
organized self-advocacy groups. 

• Pat Salmi received the Minnesota 
Homeland Security and Emergency 
Management Award of Excellence 
for Outstanding Teamwork on 
March 13 for her work on CMIST, 
an interagency volunteer organiza
tion that advocates and acts for in
clusion in emergency preparedness, 
response, and recovery for persons 
who have disabilities, are elderly, or 
have barriers to participation. 

• Chris Bremer, Joe Timmons, 
and DonnaJohnson published 
"Improving Access, Transition, 
and Success: Meeting the Chal
lenges Facing College Students with 
Disabilities" in Update on Research 
and Leadership 19(1) (http://occr!. 
ed.uiuc.edulNewsletter/2007/fall/ 
fall2007 _2.asp). 

Dates to Remember ... 
• March 19: ICI Council/PI 

Retreat, S:30-1, 325 Education 
Sciences Building 

• March 21: University Closed 

• March 28: Pizza Forum, 12-1, 
11S Pattee Hall 

• April 8: ICI Council, 10:30-12, 
11S Pattee Hall 



From the Front Office ---------
News from ICI's Administrative Staff 

• Performance Evaluations. Informa

tion on performance evaluations for 
undergraduate students, Graduate 

Research Assistants, Civil Service, and 

Bargaining Unit employees was recently 
sent via e-mail. Materials must be sub

mitted to Amy Kurowski in 102A Pattee 

Hall by April 7. Questions? Call Beth 
Nelson at 6-8042. 

• P&A Appointments. The process for 
determining P&A appointments for 
2008/09 will begin soon. Current P&A 

appointments for 2007/08 end onJune 
8. Questions? Call Beth at 6-8042. 

Miscellaneous 
• SABE Conference. The ninth National 

Self-Advocacy Conference will be held 
September 4-7 in Indianapolis, Indiana. 
Sponsored by Self-Advocates Becom
ing Empowered (SABE), it is the largest 

gathering of self-advocates in the coun
try. There will be over 70 workshops at 
the conference and SABE is accepting 
proposals for workshop presentations. 
Call for Presentation forms as well as 
registration information are available on 
the Web site at www.sabe2008.org. 

• PACER Benefit. Legendary rhythm
and-blues group and eight-time 
Grammy winners Earth, Wind & Fire 
will perform April 26 at PACER's 26th 
Annual Benefit concert in the Min

neapolis Convention Center. PACER 
provides individual assistance, work
shops, publications, and other resources 

to help families make decisions about 
education and other services for their 

child or young adult with disabilities. 
For tickets, call (952) 838-9000 or visit 

www.PACER.org. 

• Health Care Transition Video. The 
Institute for Child Health Policy (ICHP) 

at the University of Florida has de
veloped a video titled This is Health 
Care Transition in order to help youth 
and young adults with chronic health 
conditions and their families be better 

• Research Associates. On February I, 
an e-mail was sent to all Research As

sociate staff inviting them to request a 

review for promotion to Senior Research 

Associate. Formal requests must be in 

writing and submitted to Beth in 107 
Pattee Hall by March 31. Refer to the 
e-mail for details. 

• ICI Orientation Infonnation. All 
hires within the last year will be con

tacted by March 31 to see how their 
orientation to ICI and/or the University 
is going. This will be in lieu of a New 
Hire Orientation Brownbag. Questions? 
Call Beth at 6-8042. 

prepared for adulthood, especially the 
move from pediatric to adult-oriented 
health care. It can be viewed on the 

Web or downloaded for later viewing at 
http://video.ichp.ufl.edu/tihct.php. 

• EBD Online Help. The Maternal and 
Child Health Library at Georgetown 
University offers Knowledge Path: 
Children and Adolescents with Emotional, 
Behavioral, and Mental Health Challenges, 
an online resource for professionals, 
families, and schools at http://www. 
mchlibrary.info/KnowledgePaths/ 
kp _Mental_ Conditions.html. Knowledge 
Path presents a selection of current, 
highcquality resources about children 
and adolescents with emotional, behav
ioral, and mental health challenges from 
the health, education, social services, 

and juvenile justice literature. The final 
part of the Path presents resources 
about specific emotional, behavioral, 

and mental health challenges. 

• Birthdays. Chris Bremer (3/19), 
Sarah Scholin (3/20), Lori Sedlezky 
(3/25), Angela Amado (3/26), Lee 
Cain (3/26), Mike Sharpe (3/27), 

KaraJohnson (3/29), Catherine Kelly 
(4/6), and Adam Lekwa (4/12). Did we 

miss your birthday? Let us know! Call 
4-2380 or e-mail kuro0008@umn.edu. 

Bits & Pieces---
Information from the Institute 's Web 
Development Team (11 Pattee, 6-8649) and 
Publications Office (109 Pattee, 4-4512) 

• New Publications. The following new 
ICI publications are ava~lable: 

- /c/ Annual Report, 2006/07 (March 
2008). Published by the Institute and 

available from the Publications Office. 

- Examining DIF, DDF, and Omit Rate by 
Discrete Disability Categories (Decem
ber 2007). Published by the Institute's 

Partnership for Accessible Reading 
Assessment. Available only on the Web 
at http://www.readingassessment. 
info/resources/publications/ 
PARADIFDDFandOmitRateReport. 

pdf. 

• College Branding Presentation. 
On Monday, March 24, 11-12 in 118 
Pattee, the College Communications 
Office will be doing a presentation for 
ICI on how we can use the new CEHD 

branding in our ICI publications and 
exhibit displays. They will give specifil 
suggestions for incorporating it into 
things that people are working on 
here, and they will tell us more about 
things like using the new CEHD word
mark; the free pre-printed fliers and 
post cards their office has available; 
templates available online for fliers, 
brochures etc., and more. If you'd like 
to come, please RSVP to Vicki Gaylord 
at gayloOOl@umn.edu or 4-6347 by 
March 17. 

• ICI Web Luncheon. The next ICI Web 
Luncheon will be held April 1, 
12-1 p.m. in 214 Pattee Hall. Discus

sion topic to be determined. Lunch 
will be provided. Interested staff are 
welcome. Please RSVP to Amanda 

Webster at webs0078@umn.edu. 
Questions? Contact Megan at 

dushiOOl@umn.edu. 

• FYI Deadline. Items for the next 
FYI should be submitted to Tom 
in 109 Pattee Hall or e-mailed to 

donag003@umn.edu by Wednesday, 
April 9, 2008. 


