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High SchooVHigh Tech: lei Helps 
Prepare Students for Tomorrow's Jobs 
To succeed in 21st century careers, young people need opportunities and experiences 
that reflect the changing nature of technology. In many high schools, however, students 
with disabilities are less likely to get these opportunities and often enter adulthood with 
limited employment options. In response to this, the Institute on Community Integra
tion (ICI) has partnered with Minnesota's Pathways to Employment Project to promote 
careers in technology for over 75 Minnesota youth involved in a demonstration project 
called High School/High Tech (HS/HT). 

HS/HT is a national network of state- and locally-operated programs that provide 
young people with disabilities the opportunity to explore jobs or further education lead
ing to technology-related careers through numerous academic and career development 
experiences and resources. These programs help youth with disabilities make informed 
decisions about their careers and their futures. HS/HT works closely with schools, col
leges, community organizations, and local employers to ensure that all youth have the 
supports they need as they transition to adulthood. 

In April 2007, ICI's Joe Timmons launched HSIHT in Minnesota and ICI colleague Ann 
Mavis joined him on the project last fall. They are now the state coordinators of HSIHT, 
which is a collaboration between ICI, Minnesota's Pathways to Employment project (a 
partnership of the Minnesota Departments of Human Services, and Employment and 
Economic Development; along with the Minnesota State Council on Disability), and the 
National Collaborative on Workforce and Disability for Youth. Highlights of their work 
include: 

• Developing curricula, supporting faculty, and strengthening community supports in 
the Fridley Public Schools during 2007-08 and again in 2008-09. 

• Developing curricula, supporting faculty, and strengthenlng community supports in 
high schools in Buffalo and Monticello in central Minnesota and several schools in 
Anoka County, beginning September 2008. 

• Building relationships with community partners such as Medtronic, Unity Hospital, 
and Cummins Manufacturing, using e-mentoring and other activities to provide an 
entree to work experiences for youth with disabilities. 

• Supporting Minnesota's Pathways to Employment manufacturing camps for students 
with disabilities held at Anoka Technical College and Wright County Technical Center 
this summer. These camps offer many youth their first exposure to these types of jobs 
through hands-on experience in welding and other manufacturing tasks, plus opportu
nities to listen to guest speakers and take plant tours . . 

"I can see that the students really enjoy the curriculum, most of which is in work readi
ness, financial literacy, and adult living," Joe says. "Because many students with disabili
ties spend so much time on remedial academics, HS/HT activities provide developmental 
opportunities essential for transition-age youth in work and social settings." 

High School/High Tech is funded by a three-year, $5 million Medicaid Infrastructure 
Grant through the state's Pathways to Employment Project, with additional support from 
the Office of Disability Employment Policy, U.S. Department of Labor. 

FFI about HS/ HT, contact Joe at timm01l9@umn.edu or (612) 624-5659. 

Staff Update 

• Staff Hires: Naomi Scott, GRA, Adult 
Services. Yi-Chen Wu, Research Associ
ate, NCEO. Staff Departures: None. 

• ICI's Research and Training Center on 
Community Living (RTC) has received 
renewed 5-year, $4.25 million funding 
from the National Institute on Disability 
and Rehabilitation Research (NIDRR) 
to continue as the designated national 
center in community living and employ
ment of persons with developmental 
disabilities. 

• The RTC has received a 3-year, $600,000 
award from NIDRR to use the National 
Core Indicators - the most widely-used 
program of outcomes assessment and 
service evaluation for persons with dis
abilities in the U.S. - to study character
istics, service use, service outcomes, and 
quality of life of a 15-state, 10,300-
member random sample of adults with 
developmental disabilities. 

• Over 700 people attended the 2008 
Reinventing Quality conference - co
sponsored by the RTC - in Baltimore, 
August 10-12. Nine RTC staff members 
presented at the conference: Angela 
Amado, Amy Hewitt, Charlie Lakin, 
Sherri Larson, Shawn Lawler, Jerry 
Smith, John Smith, Cliff Poetz, and 
John Westerman. 

• Teri Wallace and Renata Ticha 
presented a poster session titled, 
"General Outcome Measures in Reading 
for Students with Significant Cognitive 
Disabilities," at the OSEP Project Direc
tors' Conference in Washington, DC, July 
21-23. 

• On August 1, Amy Susman-Stillman 
and Christopher Watson became in
terim co-directors of the Center for Early 
Education and Development (CEED) for 
the 2008-09 academic year. 



From the Front Office ---------
News from ICI's Administrative Staff 

• Academic Vacation Policy. Effective 
immediately, the administrative policy on 
vacation leave for academic employees has 
been revised to allow eligible academic 
employees to use vacation as it is ac
crued. Previously, there was a six-month 
wait before vacation could be used. The 
new policy is on the Office of Human 
Resources policy Web site at www1.umn. 
edu/ohr/policieslleaves/vacations/index. 
html. The change appears under "Policy 
Statement." Questions? Contact Beth at 
6-8042. 

• Financial Document Delays. The 
University's new financial system (EFS) 
went live July 1. With this new system 
change and changes to the financial teams 
within the College, documents may take a 

Miscellaneous 
• "Offense Taken" Film Premier and 

Community Campaign Launch. In 
spring 2007, when a Minneapolis theater 
company put on a show titled "The Rise of 
the Celebretards," people with disabilities 
and their allies took action. The film "Of
fense Taken" documents this community's 
organized response to the play title and to 
the public use of the "R" word ("retard"). 
With the release of this new film, a coali
tion of community organizations and 
individuals is launching a campaign to 
encourage a community discussion about 
disrespectful language and human rights. 
The Film Premier and Community Cam
paign Launch is Thursday, August 21, 5-7 
pm, Interact Center, 212 3rd Ave North, 
Suite 140, Minneapolis. Please RSVP 
(seating is limited). FFI and RSVP contact 
Kathy, Advocating Change Together, 
(651) 641-0297. 

• AUCD Award Nominations. The Asso
ciation of University Centers on Disabili
ties (AUCD) is seeking nominations for 
awards that will be presented at its Annual 
Meeting and Conference in Washington, 
DC, November 8-12. Nominations are 
due September 12. To make a nomination 
or register for the conference, visit www. 
aucd.org and click on "2008 AUCD 
Annual Meeting & Conference." 

little longer to get processed. Thank you 
f-Or your patience and cooperation during 
this system-wide change. Remember to 
always go to Lucy Luu (luuxxOO1@umn. 
edu, 5-3061, 101 Pattee) first for anything 
related to financial document processing, 
such as invoices, contracts, reimburse
ments, etc. 

• ICI Awards. The deadline for accepting 
nominations for the ICI Future Leader 
Award and ICI Individual Excellence and 
Community Building Award has been 
extended to August 29. Nominations are 
due to Amy Kurowski in 102 Pattee Hall. 
Refer to the announcement sent via e-mail 
on July 8, or visit http://ici.umn.edu/ 
intranet. 

• Special Education Research Grants. 
The National Center for Special Education 
Research (NCSER) within the Institute 
of Education Sciences has created a new 
research grant program, Systemic Inter
ventions and Policies for Special Educa
tion, called Systems. NCSER accepts K-12 
research proposals related to systems-level 
practices and policies in special education, 
including assessment for accountability, 
response to intervention, Individualized 
Education Programs, recruitment or 
retention of special educators and related 
service providers, inclusion, and access to 
the general curriculum. FFl, visit http:// 
ies.ed.gov/ncser/funding! and look under 
"Special Education Research Request for 
Applicatipns (FY 2009) -84.324A." 

• Birthdays. Martha Thurlow (8/19), 
Christopher Johnstone (8/20), Mona 
Dougherty (8/20), Mai Vang (8/23), 

Naomi Scott (8/25), Shari Barr (8/26), 
Dennis Olson (9/5), Carol Ely (9/6), 
Haesook Koo (917), Cliff Poetz (9/12), 

Jerry Smith (9/14), Edita Bucinca 
(9/15), and Kurt Rutzen (9/15). Did 
we miss your birthday? Let us know! Call 
4-2380 or e-mail kuro0008@umn.edu. 

Bits & Pieces---
Information on New Publications and Web 
Sites 

• Projects & Centers Update. The "Proj
ects and Centers" section of the ICI Web 
site has been brought up to date (http:// 
ici.umn.edu/projectscenters). To keep 
the pages current, Tom in Publications 
will be adding newly-awarded projects 
monthly as he gets the information from 
Lucy (coinciding with their announce
ment here in FY/). Additionally, three 
times a year (August, December, April) 
he'll work with PIs to do a quick review 
and make additional updates. Please 
take a few minutes now to look at the 
newly posted pages, and by August 30 
let Tom (donag003@umn.edu) know of 
any changes you'd like for the end-of
August update. 

• ICI in the News. Each week, the 
Publications Office receives a list of new 
online news articles and blogs world
wide that mention ICI and its various 
centers and researchers. Where ap
propriate, these articles are then added 
as links on the Institute's "ICI in the 
News" Web page (http://ici.umn.edti/ 
news). So keep checking "In the News" 
for updates! Also; if you know of news 
stories about ICI (online or in print), 
please send the information to Vicki in 
Publications (gayloOO1@umn.edu, 109 
Pattee). 

• ICI Web Luncheon. The next ICI Web 
Luncheon will be held Tuesday, Sep
tember 2, 12-1 p.m. in 118 Pattee Hall. 
This month's topic will be on project 
management. Interested staff are wel
come. Please RSVP to Amanda Webster 
at webs0078@umn.edu. Questions? 
Contact Megan at dushiOO1@umn.edu. 

• FYI Deadline. Items for the next FYI 
should be submitted to Tom in 109 
Pattee Hall or e-mailed to donag003@ 
umn.edu by Monday, September 8. 

Dates to Remember ... 
• August 22: Pizza Forum, 12-1, 118 

Pattee 

• September 1: University Closed 

• September 9: ICI Council, 10-12,118 
Pattee 


