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The two major party candidates are in an exciting neck-and-neck race for the White 
House and the election is only weeks away. To help motivate and teach young adults with 
disabilities about voting, and about other ways to participate in the political process, the 
My Voice, My Vote project has been launched at the Institute on Community Integration 
(lCI). The project Web site will soon be online at http://ici.umn.edu/myvoicemyvote. 

Historically, voter participation has been lower among people with disabilities than 
in the general population. Arriong the contributing factors is a lack of awareness about 
voter accommodations and how to use them. Additionally, in some states some individu
als with disabilities are not allowed to vote under state law. My Voice, My Vote, a collab
orative project of ICI, the Humphrey Institute's Center for Democracy and Citizenship, 
Partnership Resources Inc., and the Minneapolis Public Schools, with support from the 
Minnesota Secretary of State's office, seeks to help turn that around. It is aimed primar
ily at Minnesota's young adults with disabilities, educators in high school and transition 
programs, and community service providers and advocates, and will provide a number of 
resources they can use to increase civic engagement and voting among young adults with 
disabilities. 

"In 2008, Minnesota could set a record for voter participation!" project director Chris 
Bremer says. "The Secretary of State's office has set a goal of '80 in 08: - 80% turnout 
for this year's election. Minnesota is already known for its high rate of voting and more 
participation by people with disabilities could put us over the top. We hope lots of people 
will check out My Voice, My Vote and will use the site to learn about the issues and regis
ter to vote." 

In July, the project held a one-day workshop where young adults with disabilities 
learned what it means to be a citizen and how to exercise one's right to vote. Jerry Smith 
of the Institute's RTC Media filmed the workshop for a video that will include segments 
on how to use regular and adapted voting equipment and on voting methods available 
in Minnesota. The video will be available on the My Voice, My Vote Web site in early 
October and will also appear on You Tube. The project has also developed and compiled 
materials and resources that can be accessed from the Web site. Focused on Minnesota, 
the site shows how to register to vote, who can vote, ways to vote, and other ways to be 
heard in the political process; it also contains links to national and state Web sites on vot
ing and civic engagement. 

Chris observes, "In doing the workshop, we saw how excited young adults with disabili
ties are about getting involved as citizens and voting. We hope this project contributes to 
increased participation in November and in future elections." 

The project is funded by a $4,075 grant from the Charles and Mabel Williams Fund of 
the Minneapolis Foundation. For further information about My Voice, My Vote, contact 
Chris at breme006@umn.edu or (612) 625-7595. 

Staff Update 
• Staff Hires: Brad Biggs and Megan 

MahowIand, GRAs, NCEO; Viveca 
Braganza, GRA, School Age; Carrie 
Nelson, GRA, Adult Services; Elizabeth 
Sauer, Undergrad Student Secretary, 
Adult Services; and Jeffrey Nurick, 
Temporary/Casual. Adult Services. 
Staff Departures: Christina Boice, 
GRA, Adult Services; David Klingbeil, 
GRA, Transition; Cassandra Scharber 
and Anne Beaton, GRAs, NCEO; and 
Kathyrn Fremont, Haesook Koo, 
Alisha Wackerle, Xiaoqing Du, Kathy 
Gustafson, Chee-Soon Tan, and Beth 
Zukowski, GRAs, School Age. 

• On August 23-30, Amy Hewitt and 
Sherri Larson presented at the Interna
tional Association for the Scientific Study 
of Intellectual Disabilities 13th World 
Congress in South Africa. Lori Sedlezky 
and Kristin Dean also attended. Amy, 
Lori, and Kristin then went to Zambia for 
a week to work with the Zambian delega
tion that participated in the Twin Cities 
and Zambia Disability Connection project 
at Iel earlier this year (see their blog at 
http://twincitieszambiadisabilityconnec
tion.blogspot.coml). 

• Minnesota State College-Southeast 
Technical and ICI have been awarded a 
five-year, $1.98 million grant from the 
U.S. Department of Education, Office of 
Postsecondary Education for the project, 
"Strengthening the Capacity of Min
nesota State College-Southeast Technical 
by the Development of an Additional 
Program and Four Certificates in the 
Nursing! Allied Health Sciences Depart
ment." Director on the subcontract to ICI 
is Jean Ness. 

Dates to Remember ... 
• September 18: CAC Meeting, 4:30-7:30 p.m. 

• October 14: ICI Council, 10-12, 118 Pattee 

• No Pizza Forum in September or October 



From the Front Office 
News from I(/'s Administrative Staff 

• Outstanding Service Award Redpents. 
Congratulations to ICI's recipients of the 
Outstanding Service Award for 2008: 
Ruth Berman (Transition), Carrie Coslin 
(School-Age), and Melissa Critchley
Rodriguez (NCEO). This annual award for 
Civil Service and Civil Service Bargaining 
Unit staff recognizes exemplary efforts 
and contributions on behalf of ICI. Thank 
you to those staff who took the time to 
submit nominations this year for this 
important award. 

• P&A Vacation Records. P&A Staff vaca
tion records for July/August are past due. 
Please turn your form into Beth Nelson in 

Miscellaneous 

• Symposium on UN Convention on 
Persons with Disabilities. On November 
5, the University's Institute for Advanced 
Study is sponsoring a symposium, "The 
United Nations Convention on Persons with 
Disabilities." Arlene S. Kanter, professor of ' 
law and director of the Disability Law and 
Policy Program at Syracuse University, will 
give the address in 125 Nolte Center at 4 
p.m. FFI, visit www.ias.umn.edu/calendar. 
php or call (612) 626-5054. 

• DisabilityInfo Web site Enhanced. The 
Disabilitylnfo Web site (www.disabilityinfo. 
gov) is a collaborative product among 22 
federal agencies that has comprehensive 
information on cross-cutting issue areas 
including employment, benefits, housing, 
transportation, health care, education, civil 
rights and technology. The site has been 
enhanced and updated to include over 2,000 
new links to state-level resources, more 
information about programs and services on 
the State and Local Resources Map, access 
to the quarterly newsletter, and answers to 
frequently asked questions. 

• Seeking Ideas on Transition. The Council 
for Exceptional Children, Division on Career 
Development & Transition is collecting ideas 
and tips about transition practices from 
people in transition, to develop "101 Practi
cal Transition Ideas." They are collecting 
transition ideas in the areas of Transition 
Planning, Student Involvement, Family 
Involvement, Interagency Collaboration, 

107 Pattee Hall ASAP. Questions? Contact 
Beth at 6-8042. 

• Phone List. The ICI phone list will be 
updated by the end of September. Please 
inform Amy at kuro0008@umn.edu of 
any changes. 

• GRAs and Their Supervisors. A number 
ofGRA academic year appointment let
ters still have not been turned in. GRAs: 
If you haven't seen your letter, check with 
your supervisor. Please sign and return 
your letter ASAP to Amy in 102 Pattee 
Hall. 

Curriculum and Instruction, Inclusion 
and Access to the General Curriculum, 
Transition Assessment, Cultural Diversity, 
Assistive Technology, and DDL. To submit 
ideas, visit www.transitioncoalition.org and 
click on "101 Practical Ideas for Transition." 
Questions can be e-mailed to Ryan Kellems 
at rkellemS@ku.edu. 

• Autism Conference. The Network of 
Autism Training and Technical Assistance 
Programs (NATTAP) will hold its second 
annual conference in Columbus, Ohio, 
November 18-21. The NATTAP Conference 
will gather educators, service providers and 
parents from across the United States and 
from around the globe to review current 
systems models for addressing the needs of 
individuals with autism spectrum disorders, 
promote use of best practice in research 
and intervention, and provide methods for 
capacity building - all of which contribute 
to improving outcomes for individuals ages 
3-21. To register or volunteer, visit the con
ference web site at www.nattapconference. 
org. 

• Birthdays. Edita Bucinca (9/15), Kurt 
Rutzen (9/15), Ryan Sharpe (9/18), 
Matt Bogenschutz (9/20),Jennifer 
Hall-Lande (9/26), Karissa Holschbach 
(10/ 2), Troy Ellis (10/6), Kristin Liu 
(10/ 7), and Manuel Barrera (10/9). Did 
we miss your birthday? Let us know! Call 
4-2380 or e-mail kuro0008@umn.edu. 

Bits & Pieces 
Information on New Publications and Web Sites 

• New Publications. The following new 
lCI publications are available: 

- NCEO Technical Report 50: Trends in the 
Participation and Performance of Students 
with Disabilities (July 2008). Published 
by the Institute's National Center on 
Educational Outcomes and available on 
the Web at http://cehd.umn.edu/nceo/ 
OnlinePubs/Tech50/TR50report.pdf. 

- Other Voices: The Minnesota Region 10 
Quality Assurance Process (2008, DVD, 
50 minutes). Produced by RTC Media 
at the Institute's Research and Training 
Center on Community Living. Available 
from the Publications Office. 

- ICI Publications Catalog (Fall 2008). 
Available from the Publications Office 
and on the Web at http://ici.umn.edu/ 
products/I CI _Publications_Catalog. pdf. 

• Journal Article on Customized 
Employment. "Customized employ
ment: Changing what it means to be 
qualified in the workforce for transition
aged youth and young adults" is a 
journal article co-authored by ICI's 
Mike Sharpe, Christopher Rogers, 
and Tri Tran, along with authors from 
RISE. It was published in the Journal of 
Vocational Rehabilitation (Vol. 28, No. 
3, 2008) and is on the Web at http:// 
iospress.metapress.com/ content/ 
n235v2027x2234h3/. 

• ICI Web Luncheon. The topic of the 
October Web Luncheon will be, "Use 
Cases: What They Are, How to Use 
Them, and How They Can Help You 
Build a Web Site Suited to Your Target 
Audience." Date to be determined and 
announced via Web listserv. For more 
information, please contact Joelle 
Tegwen at tegwe002@umn.edu or 
6-4630. 

• FYI Deadline. Items for the next FYI 
should be submitted to Tom in 109 
Pattee Hall or e-mailed to donag003@ 
umn,edu by Thursday, October 9, 2008. 


