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� Faculty Toolkit
2000-2001

The popular toolkit that we
put together last year for
faculty is being updated
and will be available
around mid-September.
The kit was created in re-
sponse to the Technology
Enhanced Learning (TEL)
Strategic Planning Team’s
finding that faculty urgently
need a common set of
software to help them de-
velop TEL projects. Like
last year’s kit, this one will
include software to help
faculty working on course
related projects. When
firm details are available,
you can read more about
the kit on the Digital Me-
dia Center’s website:
www.umn.edu/dmc

A TEL Initiative: Faculty
Fellowship Program 2000

Call for Proposals

due October 16, 2000
for a Spring Semester 2001 or Summer 2001 start date

(due August 15, 2000 for a Fall Semester start date)

http://www.umn.edu/dmc/initiatives/faculty-fellowships

The Faculty Fellowship Program will begin in Fall 2000. We anticipate funding 2-4 faculty
participants from the Twin Cities Campus during this first year of the program.

Activities and outcomes
We know that Technology Enhanced Learning (TEL) needs will vary among different
disciplines and colleges, and these differences will be accommodated in the program.
Faculty who participate will work both individually and in a small group of 2-4, facilitated
by a Digital Media Center (DMC) consultant and local, regional and international faculty
known for their outstanding work in the TEL area. We expect that participants will be
involved in the following activities, leading to specific outcomes.
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TEL�
� Attend training and groups sessions
Activity:

Meet at approximately two-week intervals in small
groups with the DMC consultant and attend TEL
training that includes seminars from local, national
and international speakers in the area of strategic
planning, TEL learning environments, TEL
design/development and TEL evaluation.

Outcome:
Faculty who are prepared to take leadership
positions in their departments and colleges in the
area of TEL pedagogies and strategies.

� Develop a TEL product
Activity:

Develop a TEL project (for example, one that
includes course content, an evaluation tool and
TEL learning strategy document) that will be
shared and discussed within and outside of the
participant’s unit.

Outcome:
TEL course environments that can enhance
student learning.

� Publish and present seminars
Activity:

Publish TEL work in a peer-reviewed journal and
/or on the DMC website, and present at DMC
seminars and/or national or international peer-
reviewed conferences.

Outcome:
Increased exposure of other faculty to successful
TEL strategies; the University of Minnesota’s
reputation in the TEL field is enhanced.

� Serve as a resource person
Activity:

Serve as a resource for future DMC faculty fellows.
Outcome:

A growing community of faculty who can contrib-
ute to informed decisions about departmental and
collegiate TEL issues.

� Provide input to TEL collegiate plan
Activity:

Work with designated departmental/collegiate
administrators, faculty and staff to provide input
into a strategic TEL collegiate plan. (DMC con-
sultants will provide at least two workshops to
advise units on this process.)

Outcome:
A TEL strategic plan that can be submitted as part
of the compact process. This plan could possibly
address such issues as TEL teaching and learning
strategies, infrastructure issues, faculty develop-
ment issues, tenure/policy issues, best utilization
of central/college resources and TEL evaluation.

The last activity will depend in part on the needs
of the participant’s department and college and
the participant’s time commitment to the
Faculty Fellowship Program. It is assumed that
these activities would be reflected in the service
portion of the participant’s workscope plan.

�
Program themes
In order to promote Technology Enhanced Learning
environments that can enhance student learning, the
Digital Media Center is particularly interested in
supporting Faculty Fellows whose projects address
several themes that have emerged at recent TEL
conferences.

Applicants are also encouraged to submit projects
based on themes not mentioned here.

� Peer-to-Peer
Uses TEL strategies to establish student interaction in
a number of ways, for example, through peer editing
of papers or peer instruction, to enhance learning and
develop community.

� Computer-Mediated Communication (CMC)
TEL can be used to provide communication between
students and instructors or among students in
asynchronous (e.g., email, threaded discussions) or
synchronous (e.g., chat room) modes.
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TEL

� Simulations
TEL environments provide an ideal way to have
students explore “What would happen if...” questions
or develop models.

� “Hybrid” courses
This term is being used to describe courses in which
some face-to-face learning time is replaced with
assignments and learning activities accessed via tech-
nology. This approach may be particularly well-suited
to adult education classes or others that tend to meet
once a week for several hours at a time.

Funding
Funding for participant release time will be provided
to the Faculty Fellow’s department by the Office of
the Executive Vice President and Provost (EVPP),
based on the participant’s current (2000-2001) base
salary. We will expect a 25-50% time commitment from
Faculty Fellows for a semester, a summer session or an
academic year. The Digital Media Center will assign a
DMC consultant to manage this project.

The Faculty Fellowship Project has been approved by
the EVPP Office.

Application process
Faculty will be asked to complete and submit a brief
application available on the DMC website or by
contacting Kim Wilcox at the DMC (612-624-3528).
Requested information will include:

• planned start date, duration of project and
time commitment

• current vita

• a description of previous TEL work, if any

• a work plan for a TEL project including
goals, objectives, outcomes and evaluation
methods; TEL strategies to be used;
timeline; etc.

• a description of how the applicant pro-
poses to work with her or his collegiate
/departmental unit both during and
following the project

• collegiate/departmental approval and
commitment to release time

Evaluation guidelines
The following guidelines will aid in the choice of
participants for the Faculty Fellowship Program:

• significance of the project’s contribution to
the advancement of TEL and the likeli-
hood of its contribution to student learn-
ing

• inclusion of one or more of the four
themes identified in the project description

• quality of the project’s evaluation plan

• evidence of commitment to teaching and
to active learning pedagogies

• evidence of leadership roles in the college
or department, especially in the area of
TEL

• evidence of the project’s long-term
sustainability and integration into the
curriculum

Application deadlines
These deadlines are dependent on start dates:

• August 15, 2000 for a Fall Semester 2000
start date

• October 16, 2000 for a Spring Semester
2001 or Summer 2001 start date

If the program is filled by the Fall 2000 start date,
applications for Spring or Summer 2001 will be put on
a waiting list for Fall 2001. For a status report, check
the “Faculty Fellowship Program” section of the
Digital Media Center website.

To discuss this program in more detail, you can
contact these people:

• Shih-Pau Yen, Deputy Chief Information Officer,
Office of Information Technology, 612-624-8865,
yen@boombox.micro.umn.edu

• Linda Jorn, Director, Digital Media Center,
612-626-7320, ljorn@mailbox.mail.umn.edu

• Kim Wilcox, Sr. Multimedia Instructional Consult-
ant, Digital Media Center, 612-624-3528,
wilco001@tc.umn.edu

� Linda Jorn, Digital Media Center

mailto:yen@boombox.micro.umn.edu
mailto:ljorn@mailbox.mail.umn.edu
mailto:wilco001@tc.umn.edu
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✉
A Growing Email Appetite

T he Office of Information Technology
recently received new equipment to handle
the University’s growing email appetite. As a
rule, the equipment has more memory and

will take advantage of faster Ethernet connections
(100Mbs versus 10Mbs).

We expect everything to be in place for the beginning
of the school year without any of the changes notice-
ably affecting the system’s users.

Improved disaster recovery
The new equipment means that, if one system goes
down, we can transfer services to another system in a
relatively short time. For additional security, the
backup servers will be at different physical locations, a
reassuring plan for those who’ve lived through water
main breaks and other physical disasters.

Eliminate redundant addresses
Currently, people who take classes and also are em-
ployed by the University are assigned separate Internet
IDs and must manage the email that is sent to both
their faculty/staff and student email addresses. We’re
working on procedures that will eliminate these
redundant Internet accounts, a process that will be
relatively easy to set up for new Internet accounts now
that the human resources system shares a database with
the PeopleSoft student system. We’re planning to let
those who already have two accounts pick the one they
want to keep.

Once the change to one Internet account is made for
all account holders, we also expect to set up a form on
a web page that will let staff, faculty and students
activate their Internet account and set its initial pass-
word themselves, an option called “initialize” that
currently is only available to students:
https://www.umn.edu/initiate

Provide more flexibility
As a result of anticipated changes, some people may
notice that they’re accessing websites with addresses
(URLs) such as www2.umn.edu and www3.umn.edu.

You should ignore the number in the “www” portion
of the address. Don’t type it. Don’t point to it from
your web pages. Just continue to use the
“www.umn.edu” top level name in your links and
documentation. The number is an administrative
necessity and represents a temporary address, since we
will move websites and services from machine to
machine as necessary. People will more reliably find
University of Minnesota websites and services when
the top-level formula — www.umn.edu — is used.

A related note: For the past several years, we’ve
been advising people to use this format for their
email server name, whether it’s for email, telnet or
other purposes — internetID.email.umn.edu
(for example, noone789.email.umn.edu)

We made this change because we could no longer
keep maroon accounts on the “maroon” machine,
“amethyst” on another machine and so on. This
means when we need to move accounts to a
different machine, the account holder will not
even know that it happened because the service
will appear the same regardless of which machine
handles it.

Students in residence halls
The Office of Information Technology and Housing
and Residential Life have teamed up to give Premium
Internet Accounts to students living in residence halls,
further extending the usefulness of the Ethernet
connections that are available to them.

As part of this change, student addresses in the on-line
University directory (“white pages”) will show the
residence hall address. In the current system, a non-
University home address is displayed, usually the
parent’s address. Of course, students still can choose to
suppress their address from appearing in the on-line
directory.

• look up a University address:
http://umn.edu/lookup

• manage your Internet account and show or sup-
press your address: http://www.umn.edu/validate

� Mary Kelleher, Phil Kachelmyer, Academic
and Network Technology Services

http://umn.edu/lookup


August 2000 5

�
�

�

Enterprise Systems Project Notes
Monthly update from Jude Poseley, Office of Information Technology

today’s workload. Cost savings are significant — about
$600,000 each year.

Major mainframe users — CUFS, the Libraries, APAS
and the Loan Management System — will continue to
use the mainframe, but no significant new systems or
databases will be developed on the mainframe.

The new machine was installed July 23.

The old mainframe, according to technical staff, had a
room-sized footprint of 170 square feet. The new one
has a footprint of 12 square feet. Plumbers and electri-
cians were called in to dismantle the complex cooling
and electrical systems, then salvage operators dis-
mantled the mainframe.

Electronic Document
Management System debuts

A new web-based application went live in mid-
July. The Electronic Document Management
System (EDMS) allows users to view and/or

print documents or reports. EDMS eliminates, for
example, the time and paper it takes to distribute
documents to units that may or may not need the
entire document or a paper copy. It’s a big step toward
the “paperless” office. The new system was used to
make several payroll reports, including  the “payroll
abstract” available to the colleges and departments.
HRMS Director Miriam Ward said most units were
able to use the system from its first day. Only a handful
required mailed paper copies; and within a short time
they, too, will be able to access the reports using
EDMS.

Performance and slow printing were issues that sur-
faced the first week. Technical staff have already made
significant changes to the EDMS environment that are
expected to improve performance before the next pay
period. Staff continue to look at options for improving
printing time.

Questions? Comments?
Send email to: jposeley@umn.edu  �

Payroll and benefits
implementation successful

Y ears of preparation by the Human Resources
Management System (HRMS) staff paid off
with a highly successful implementation of the

new PeopleSoft payroll and benefits system. The first
pay checks and pay statements processed by the
system appeared in campus mailboxes on the July
twelfth payday.

HRMS Director Miriam Ward said the HRMS team
and the payroll representatives in departments did a
great job. “We couldn’t ask for a smoother implemen-
tation. The data was entered correctly, the application
was tested and retested. I think we all felt pretty
confident that final week.”

Most of the problems that surfaced were small ones
and were fixed within hours, Ward said. One error
that needs more work is a bug in the deduction for
the Health Care and Dependent Care Reimbursement
accounts. “The program thought we had fourteen pay
periods remaining in the year, rather than thirteen. As
a result, deductions for these accounts were a bit
lower than they should have been. We’ve taken care of
the problem and deductions will now calculate
correctly.”

Say good-bye to the old mainframe

T hree years ago, Enterprise Systems Project
Sponsors made the decision to run the new
enterprise system on a client/server platform

rather than the mainframe. Some reasons were that
the client/server platform allowed:

• “Distributed” computing (putting data processing
power on desktops throughout the campuses
resulting in better service and more information
at the unit level)

• More complex on-line self-service processes

As the new system was implemented, utilization of the
mainframe decreased to less than 50 percent capacity.
It was time for the legacy mainframe to be replaced by
a smaller mainframe with the capacity to match
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UCS Offers Complete Technology
Support and Service
Featuring our Long Term, FAST Option: Field Administration Support Technologists

University Computer Services (UCS) pools the resources of key Academic
and Distributed Computing Services (ADCS) technology units to provide
the University of Minnesota with a complete technology support and
services package. This service is available through a single point of contact.

Short Term
Short term requests
In the June Information Technol-
ogy Newsletter, we featured the
Rent-a-Guru services and how they
fit within University Computer
Services. Rent-a-Guru consultants
provide short-term software
consultation, troubleshooting and
installation services.

But what about long-term re-
quests?

Long Term
Long term requests
The Field Administration Support
Technologists (FAST) group
provides long-term technology
services for University depart-
ments. Often, smaller University
departments cannot afford full-
time technology personnel, but
still need up-to-date technology
support. This is where FAST can
help.

FAST services include, but are not
limited to:

Installing computer software
• Operating systems
• Desktop applications
• Networking software
• Virus protection
• Other utilities or applications

as appropriate

Installing external hardware
• Hard drives
• Modems
• Mice
• Monitors
• Printers

Other services include
• Serving as the liaison to other

departments in obtaining
needed technology-related
services, such as network
connections, hardware repair
and hardware installation

• Assessing computer hardware
and software needs

• Assisting in planning for
computer hardware and
software upgrades

• Providing server administra-
tion

• Performing general desktop
support and troubleshooting

FAST is able to draw upon a vast
pool of technology-specific skills
and up-to-date knowledge to tailor
service contracts for individual
departments. Whether your
department is looking for minor
support or trying to tackle com-
plex technological issues —
whether it’s for 3 hours per week
or for 30 — FAST can help.

Contact UCS
Questions? Contact UCS at 612-
624-4800 or visit the website at:
http://www.umn.edu/ucs
�

http://www.umn.edu/ucs
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The New MNCAT: Taking Library Research
into the New Millennium

Nancy K. Herther, University Libraries, http://www.lib.umn.edu

Changes: 1984 to 2000

W here were you in September 1987?
That’s when the University Librar-
ies made one of its most important,
long-range strategic changes in
inaugurating LUMINA, as our on-

line catalog was called then. Today, our MNCAT
(pronounced Minn-cat) is used by thousands each day
— here on campus and across the planet.

What are your memories of library catalogs? In
speaking with freshmen last year, I was surprised to
find how many of them had no memory of ever using
a card catalog. Has it really been that long?

For the University Libraries, our card catalog was
closed in 1984 – when today’s freshmen were still
toddlers. For those of us who can remember the joys
and pain of looking through the
rows of catalogs in Wilson or
other libraries, we have come a
long way!

Back then, in order to see what
the University Libraries held on
some topic, you had to physically
check the card catalogs in each
potential library — a process that
could take hours or days depend-
ing on your schedule. Today,
anyone on this planet (or else-
where, with access) can quickly
access our catalog on line and find
out not only what we own but the
number of copies, which libraries
hold them, and whether or not
they are checked out.

We’ve come a long way
Historically, a library catalog has
been a listing of the contents of
that particular library. Not any
more! Today, catalogs include
access to a multitude of collec-

tions. They include text fields to give more searchable
information for each record. They use powerful search
engines allowing for very sophisticated searching and
links to full-text and other electronic information.

However, it has been over 13 years since we first
introduced our on-line catalog. In that time, stagger-
ing changes have taken place in information technol-
ogy. Just as the University, when faced with major
changes in administrative systems, needed to move to
solutions using new technology in order to address
them, so must the Libraries. Thus, mainframe-based
technology is being replaced in the marketplace with
solutions that offer more flexible ways to provide
information in ever more interesting ways to access a
variety of formats, including full-text, visual, audio and
specialized discipline based formats.

MnLINK: a statewide gateway
We also have been a part of a new,
very innovative statewide effort,
called MnLINK, which has major
capitalization funds provided by
the legislature. One of the critical
goals of this project is to develop a
statewide single gateway for
accessing the catalogs of any
library in the state and, when the
development is complete, to be
able to request materials found in
these searches.

Another goal is to replace the
current on-line catalog (and
backroom processing) systems
used by the various campuses of
the University and of the Minne-
sota State Colleges and Universi-
ties system and by other libraries
supported through state funding.

For more information on
MnLINK, see the MnLINK
sidebar or access its website at:
http://www.mnlink.org

The Mighty MNCAT
Thought you knew MNCAT pretty well?
Do you know that our catalog
includes:

• Collections that date to pre-
Gutenberg and include on-line
files updated continuously

• Collections in 5 major facilities
and 11 branches

• Over 5 million print volumes
• An estimated 48,000 serial

subscriptions
• Millions of government docu-

ments
• Nearly 400,000 maps
• Over 3,000 electronic journals
• Access to 200 on-line databases
• Holdings information that is

instantly updated as we receive
our daily newspapers and other
materials

http://www.lib.umn.edu
http://www.mnlink.org
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MNCAT change
Today, we offer many different ways to access informa-
tion from our catalog – including the original telnet
MNCAT (that was introduced in 1987 and still is an
option on our web page). However, by Fall term the
‘old’ MNCAT that we’ve come to rely on in the past
nine years will disappear as an option on our web page.

You can also find our records integrated into the
records of the CIC VEL catalogs (of the Big Ten
universities), WorldCat (the OCLC combined catalog
of libraries worldwide) and RLIN (the combined
catalogs of Research Libraries Group members).

Sound confusing? It isn’t, really
The system of choice for all University of Minnesota
people is the MNCAT available from the Libraries’
web page. This includes the definitive information on
availability of items, holdings information and the key
links to full-text and other resources.

In this article, we will look briefly at the new interface
and some sample records to get an idea of just how
advanced MNCAT really is! In next month’s OIT
newsletter, we will give you some specific tips to
maximize your searching of the database.

Take a quick test drive
From the Libraries’ home page, select “Books and
more.” From this screen you can do a basic search in
MNCAT. It you know the author’s name or exact
book title or have a short keyword you want to search
out, this would be the quick way to do so.

Otherwise, you can choose to use a frames or no-
frames version and/or do an advanced search. If you
select advanced search, you will see that you have far
more options than you have had before for your
searching. You can now look for keywords only in the
title or subject fields — a very nice enhancement over
the ‘old’ MNCAT. You also can search for keywords in
any available field. This would include searching
through the text fields, if these are included for any
given record.

Look over a record. The linked fields (‘clickable’
items) are all in a light green. If you click on the title
in the brief lists, for example, you will get the full
record for that item. You can click on author names or
subject headings to do quick searches by those terms.

Just What is
MnLINK?
MnLINK is a statewide virtual library that is
funded with a $12 million appropriation from
the Minnesota legislature in 1997. It is an
effort among libraries throughout the state.

MnLINK is made up of two components: the
Integrated Library System (ILS) and the
Gateway.

Integrated Library System: ILS
ILS is a shared library automation system
(software and hardware) for the University of
Minnesota, the Minnesota State Colleges and
Universities and the Minnesota State Agen-
cies. Other participating libraries include
some private colleges, public libraries, K-12
school libraries and special libraries.

MnLINK Gateway
The MnLINK Gateway is software that
facilitates electronic access to a multitude of
different types of library resources. The
vendor chosen to provide the software,
WebZ, for the gateway is Online Computer
Library Center (OCLC). When complete, the
gateway will link up to 25 library automation
systems in the state so that they appear to a
user as a single source of information. Cur-
rently, 19 of those library systems are up and
running. Interlibrary loan capabilities will be
available later.

Want more information?
For more information check out their website
at: http://gateway.mnlink.org/info
/gateway_desc.html

To use the MnLINK Gateway,
• go to the Libraries’ web page
• select “Books and More”
• then click on the MnLINK link

under “Other Resources”

Libraries website: http://www.lib.umn.edu

http://gateway.mnlink.org/info/gateway_desc.html
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Figure 1: Major Computer Milestones
� General and � University Libraries

� 1969: ARPANET connects first 4
universities in the United States.

� 1980: Apple Computer introduces
the Apple III.

� 1980: Microsoft’s Paul Allen con-
tacts Seattle Computer Products’
Tim Patterson, asking for the rights
to sell SCP’s DOS to an unnamed
client (IBM). Microsoft pays less
than US$100,000 for what is to
become MS/PC DOS.

� 1981: IBM announces the IBM 5150
PC Personal Computer.

� 1982: The term ‘Internet’ is used
for the first time.

� 1984: Libraries’ card catalogs
closed.

� 1984-1987: Microfiche catalog
used until the on-line version was
ready.

� 1986, July: Business Reference
Service subscribes to the Libraries’
first CD-ROM database, CompactD
(corporate financial disclosure infor-
mation).

� 1987, September: First on-line cata-
log was launched. Called LUMINA –
for the Libraries of the University of
Minnesota Integrated Network Ac-
cess – selected in a contest by Li-
braries’ staff.

� 1990: Machine Readable Data Cen-
ter opens, now serves the dual role
as the social sciences data library
in the University Libraries and Tape
Depository for the Minnesota State
Data Center.

� 1991: The World-Wide Web is born!

� 1991: Gopher released by Paul
Lindner and Mark P. McCahill from
the University of Minnesota.

� 1993: Mosaic, the first graphics-
based web browser, becomes avail-
able. Traffic on the Internet expands
at a 341,634% annual growth rate.

� 1994: Electronic Text Research Cen-
ter opens in Wilson Library, which
facilitates research and analysis in
the humanities & social sciences by
facilitating in-depth work with primary
texts in electronic format.

� 1995: AgEcon Search: Research in
Agricultural and Applied Economics,
a free, full-text, web-based index of
the scholarly research in the field of
agricultural and applied economics,
is launched by staff from Magrath
and Forestr y libraries and the
University’s Department of Applied
Economics. Set up with the goal of
developing a comprehensive body of
agricultural economics literature, the
database currently contains over
2,000 full-text documents.

� 1995, September: BioMedical Li-
brar y mounted COMPENDEX,
MEDLINE, Current Contents and
other databases on a UNIX server
housed in Diehl Hall using
BioMedSearch for campus-wide
searching and allowing users to de-
velop their own profiles for automatic
searching of the database at regu-
lar intervals, sending results to their
email accounts.

� 1996: 50 on-line databases now
available through the Libraries’ LU-
MINA interface.

� 1996: First electronic journals from
the American Mathematical Society
and Institute of Physics are made
available over the web from the Sci-
ence & Engineering Librar y web
page.

� 1996: National Academy Press
leads in the creation of ‘electronic
books’ by loading over 900 of its
book publications from the 1980s
and 1990s for free viewing at their
web site.

� 1997: Catalog renamed MNCAT to
avoid confusion with other on-line
products available through LUMINA.

� 1997: Links to other web sites first
added to MNCAT.

� 1997: First electronic journals
added to MNCAT.

� 1998, May: Plant Information
Online is launched by joint efforts
of Andersen Horticultural Library
and Magrath Library staff. The web-
site, winner of the 1999 AABGA
Award for Program Excellence, is a
fee-based website with useful infor-
mation on plant sciences, garden-
ing, horticulture and botany. It con-
tains the largest listing of currently
cultivated plants of North America.

� 1999: Over 200 on-line databases
available to UMN users through
LUMINA inter face.

� 1999, January 7: Table of contents
and Summary fields from vendor
Blackwell first added to MNCAT to
enhance records for better retrieval
of information.

� 2000: Libraries begin their first
major electronic book contract with
netLibrary, putting thousands of
links to electronic books into MNCAT
and making them available on ‘loan’
to UMN clients.

� 2000, May: WebZ version of MNCAT
inaugurated.

� 2000, June: Libraries’ new web
page design, based on extensive
focus group testing with UMN pa-
trons, is launched.
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To learn more about the Internet, check out these Internet sites
As you might guess, the Internet is a good place to learn more about the Internet, computing and the
development of the web. For more information, check out some of these sites:

� Jones Telecommunications & Multimedia Encyclopedia
http://www.digitalcentury.com/encyclo/update/comp_hd.html

� Internet for historians, History of the Internet: course outline:
http://www.let.leidenuniv.nl/history/ivh/frame_theorie.html

� Internet Society’s Internet Histories: http://www.isoc.org/internet-history

� Hobbes’ Internet Timeline: http://www.isoc.org/guest/zakon/Internet/History/HIT.html

Or check out some of the great on-line and print materials in the University Libraries’ collections and
web pages: http://www.lib.umn.edu  � Nancy K. Herther, University Libraries

Three Tests

� Give this search a try: Search in basic or advanced
for the keywords on-line auction stores. You will
get only one record. If you read through the entire
full record — click on the title to get the full
record — you will see that your search looked
through the author/title/subject headings fields as
well as through special text fields that we have
added. In this case, it found the phrase as the title
of one of the chapters, something you could never
do in a card catalog!

� Next, try to search for a report on the emerging
digital economy as a title. If you look at this
record, you will see that we don’t even own a copy
of this in print or microfiche. The record includes
a special field called “Electronic access.” Notice
that this field is also in light green. Click on this
and you will be taken from MNCAT directly to the
US Department of Commerce website with the
full text of the report! All from MNCAT!

� Want to try another one? Search for this title:
Indian affairs: laws and treaties. The first record
is to an electronic full-text of this historic and still
key reference work. By clicking on the “Electronic

access” web address you will be taken out of
MNCAT and to the server at the University of
Oklahoma. The libraries there have digitized this
resource and put it up to enhance research efforts
in the areas of Native American treaty rights and
research. Pretty slick!

More to come
Try it for yourself! I think you’ll be impressed. And
look for next month’s issue to cover more tips and
tricks to help you use the new MNCAT with ease! This
Fall, there will be training sessions held in libraries
across campus to help faculty, staff and students use
this new resource more efficiently. Check for more
information on our web page.

In the meantime, if you need more ideas or help with
MNCAT, stop into one of our friendly campus librar-
ies. We will be happy to help you find the information
that you need.

Communications about this column should be
addressed to: Nancy K. Herther, Social Sciences
Bibliographer, 170b Wilson Library, West Bank;
n-hert@umn.edu; 624-2020.  �

LUMINA is the online computer system of the University of Minnesota Twin Cities, and includes MNCAT, the catalog
of most of the books and periodicals in the Libraries' collections. Access to MNCAT is available free of charge with no
password. Due to contracts with commercial vendors, many of the other databases available through LUMINA may be
accessed only by University of Minnesota faculty, staff and students; this restricted access also requires a campus email
username (ID) and password.!

http://www.digitalcentury.com/encyclo/update/comp_hd.html
http://www.let.leidenuniv.nl/history/ivh/frame_theorie.html
http://www.isoc.org/internet-history
http://www.isoc.org/guest/zakon/Internet/History/HIT.html
http://www.lib.umn.edu
mailto:n-hert@umn.edu
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Fall TEL Seminar Series

T he TEL (Technology Enhanced Learning)
Seminar Series continues this Fall.
The first seminar is scheduled for Thursday,
September 21, noon to 1:30 pm
on the Twin Cities campus (at press time
the exact location was unavailable).

� Presenter: Stephen Downing, Department of Anatomy
and Cell Biology, Duluth School of Medicine � “Histol-
ogy: A Photographic Atlas (Laser Disk) and Histology
Time (Computer Program)”

Prof. Downing has used technology to enhance the histol-
ogy microscopic laboratory. In so doing, he has radically
changed the way histology is taught at the Duluth School of
Medicine. The School now has a retrievable library of
histology images (10,000 photomicrographs) and the
accompanying computer program to facilitate image
retrieval and study of the images. Students spend 50%
less time on logistics. Faculty spend 78% less time
monitoring the lab, and faculty and students apply this time
to small group (3-5 students) intensive study with the
materials. Other institutions around the country have
adopted these materials and state that this is the single
best collection of images available for histology students.

� Presenters: C. Lance Brockman, Department of
Theatre Arts and Dance, College of Liberal Arts; Alan
Lathrop and Charles Thomas, Digital Collections Unit,
University Libraries  � “The Scenic Spectacle: Digitizing
the Scenery of the Early 20th Century Theatre”

The primary purpose of this project is to digitize a stunning,
graphic collection of color drawings and renderings of stock
scenery used in the American theatre at the turn of the
century. The renderings, generally about 16" x 24", are
representative of the types of scenery in use in late-
Victorian, vaudeville and fraternal theatres, and were used
to sell scenic backdrops to theatre owners throughout the
United States. The entire set comprises over 1,600 color
drawings and paintings from three different archival
collections housed at the University of Minnesota’s
Per forming Arts Archives, part of the University Libraries.

The project’s first phase has resulted in descriptive
metadata for access to the images and scans from a test
bed of images using a high-quality digital camera.

This project addresses the key goals of the TEL program: it
targets a unique Minnesota resource that is available only
to a few and makes it universally accessible on the web; it
leverages educational interest in the collection by two
University units with the potential for involvement of others.
The educational value of the collection is proven by past
use, and its value and permanence will be enhanced
greatly by digitization. The project will produce tangible
products at the conclusion of the grant; and lastly, it will
permit the Libraries, and thus the University, to define the
requirements and processes needed to produce archival-
grade digitization and storage, as well as costs in generat-
ing high-quality images and administrative and descriptive
metadata.

�

� � � � �

http://www.umn.edu/dmc/initiatives


� Web and Internet Addresses Quick Guide

Information Technology Newsletter
http://www.umn.edu/oit/newsletter

Modem Usage (current activity on your account)
http://www.nts.umn.edu/services/modemusage.html

Internet/E-mail account management/validation
http://www.umn.edu/validate

LUMINA (Library) –  http://www.lib.umn.edu
via TN3270: tn3270://pubinfo.ais.umn.edu

OIT – http://www.umn.edu/oit
Onestop Student Services – http://onestop.umn.edu
UM Bookstores – http://www.bookstore.umn.edu
UM News Server – news.tc.umn.edu

� General Phone Area Code = 612
Threats, UM Police Department .................. 911 on campus

• off campus................................................... 624-3550
ADCS Hands-on Training and Seminars .............. 625-1300

• self-paced training and customized training
• web: http://www.umn.edu/adcs/info/training.html

Computer Accommodation Program – voice/tty ... 626-0365
U Computer Services/Computer Repair Serv ...... 624-4800
Digital Media Center ........................................... 625-5055
Statistical Software Support:

including SAS and SPSS ................................. 624-3330

Associate Vice President and
Chief Information Officer, Steve Cawley .............. 625-8855

� Help Phone Area Code = 612
Computer Misuse or Abuse (also see Procedure 2.8.1.1)

• Emergency Network Help Line ...................... 625-0006
• Non-emergency, e.g., spamming: abuse@tc.umn.edu

Help •7/24/365, unless otherwise noted
� CCO: central systems, Enterprise PeopleSoft . 301-4357

• web: http://www.umn.edu/cco
• by email: x-help@cafe.tc.umn.edu

� Internet, E-mail and
Microcomputers and Distributed Systems .......... 301-4357

• call-in Monday–Thursday • 8 am–11 pm
• call-in Friday • 8 am–5 pm
• call-in Saturday • noon–5 pm
• call-in Sunday • 5–11 pm

• walk-in 152 Shepherd Labs • 8 am–5 pm, M–F
• walk-in 50 Coffey Hall, St. Paul • 8 am–5 pm, M–F
• walk-in 50 HHH, West Bank • 1-5 pm, M-F

• web: http://www.umn.edu/adcs
• by e-mail for U of M: help@tc.umn.edu

�  Internet, ESP Password: Forgot it? ................. 301-4357
� NTS-TAC: Technical Assistance Center ............ 301-4357

• web: http://www.nts.umn.edu

� Dial-in Computer Access
Internet/PPP/SLIP: up to 53kps if v.90 .............. 627-4250

(56k K-flex, Flex56, X.2 protocols are unsupported)
SecurID Access HiSpeed (v.32) 19200-N81 ....... 626-1061

Last updated August 2000 v2

©2000 by the Regents of the University of Minnesota. All rights reserved. The University of Minnesota is committed to the policy that all persons
should have equal access to its programs, facilities and employment without regard to race, color, creed, religion, national origin, sex, age, marital
status, disability, public assistance status, veteran status or sexual orientation. This publication is available in alternative formats upon request.

Information Technology Newsletter
University of Minnesota
Office of Information Technology
190 Shepherd Labs
100 Union Street SE
Minneapolis, MN  55455-0421

Nonprofit Org.
U. S. Postage

PAID
Mpls., MN

Permit No. 155

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Aug 2000 [pantone259,1205]

� Delete/Cancel
� Change Name
� Change Address
� Change Other

If you cancel or change,
please tell us the Rec#.

It’s easy. Just tear off the
end page and send the entire
mailing label to us.
Or send email to:
oitnsltr@tc.umn.edu

http://www.umn.edu/oit/newsletter

	umn.edu
	University Computer Services


