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Ground-Breaking Curriculum Released 
by ICI and National Inclusion Project 
On January 22, Together We Make a Difference: An Inclusive Service Learning Curriculum 
for Elementary Learners With and Without Disabilities will be released by the Institute 
on Community Integration (lCI) and the National Inclusion Project. This innovative 
resource provides educators and youth workers with a new tool for engaging all elemen
tary students in service learning, meeting education standards in a variety of academic 
areas, and helping to dispel stereotypes about young people with disabilities. 

"The curriculum supports the participation of all young people in a gr9wing national 
emphaSiS on youth serving their communities, and provides a research-based set of 
activities that educators and youth organizations can use to help children with and 
without disabilities become partners in that task," observes Brian Abery, director of the 
curriculum's development team at ICI. "While there is a growing number of resources 
that support.participation of young people in service learning, this is one of the few 
that also guides instructors in bridging that too-common social gap between students 
with and without disabilities, helping all students participate as valued members of the 
service learning project team," he adds. "We're excited about the potential impact of 
this curriculum," notes Kristy Barnes, the director of the curriculum development team 
at the National Inclusion Project, which is based in North Carolina. "By giving children 
with and without disabilities the opportunity to learn more about each other as they 
make a difference in their communities, we will see what young people of all abilities 
are capable of doing together." 

The curriculum manual provides an overview of the characteristics of quality service 
learning experiences, lesson plans that build the skills for planning and executing a 
service learning project, and strategies for including all learners in service learning 
(including adaptation and accommodation ideas for lessons, and guidance in aligning 
the lessons with Individual Education Plan goals and objectives). In addition, national 
standards from English, social studies, and 21st century skills are infused into the 
curriculum and each lesson points to the standards that it addresses. 

Together We Make a Difference was developed as part of a three-year, $190,400 grant 
from the National Inclusion Project to ICI, funded by the Office of Special Education 
Programs, U.S. Department of Education; the National Inclusion Project is an 
organization working to bridge the gap that exists between young people with dis
abilities and the world around them, and create awareness about the possibilities that 
inclusion can bring (see www.inclusionproject.org). The curriculum was written by 
Dr. Terri Vandercook, professor of Special Education at the University of St. Thomas, 
Minneapolis, and Jo Montie, founder of Doors to Useful Learning, both leaders in the 
inclusive education field and former researchers at ICI. 

FFI contact Brian Abery at 612-625-5592 or aberyOO1@umn.edu; and Kristy Barnes 
at 919-314-5540 or kristybarnes@inclusionproject.org. Or visit http://icLumn.edu/ 
products/ curricula.html#isl. 

Staff Update 
• Staft"Hires: Kay Augustine, Coordina

tor, Transition; Matthew TImmons, 
Temporary Employee, Transition; 
Catherine Kelly, GRA, NCEO; and 
Rachael Sarto, GRA, Adult Services. 
Staft"Departures: Teri Wallace, 
Research Associate, School Age; Michael 
Luseni, Education Specialist, NCRRC; 
Miya Wayman, Temporary Employee, 
School Age; Meghann Schmidt, Execu
tive Office and Administrative Specialist, 
NCRRC; Elizabeth Sauer, GRA, Adult 
Services; Xueqin (Shirley) Qian, GRA, 
School Age; Megan Mahowald, GRA, 
NCEO; and Yi Cao, GRA, Transition. 

• On November 19, Laurene Christensen 
presented a workshop on "Monitoring 
Accommodations for Instruction and 
Assessment" for the North Dakota 
Department of Public Instruction in 
Bismarck. On December 22, she passed 
the final oral exam for her Ph.D in Com
parative and International Development 
Education. 

• Throughout Fall 2009, Kurt Rutzen at
tended town hall meetings around Min
nesota to discuss advocating on disability 
issues during the upcoming legislative 
session, which begins February 4. The 
town hall meetings were in St. Cloud, 
Faribault, Moorhead, Bemidji, Marshall, 
Rochester, and other communities. 

• On December 8, Anick Tolbize passed 
the preliminary oral exam for her Ph.D in 
Educational Psychology. 

Dates to Remember ... 
• January 15: Pizza Forum, 12-1, 118 Pattee 

• January 18: University Closed 

• January 19: Community AdviSOry Council, 
3:30-5:30,324 Coffman Union 

• February 9: ICI Council, 10-12, 118 Pattee 



From the Front Office 
News from 1(l's Administrative Staff 

• Academic Personal Holiday. Profes
sional and Academic (P&A) staff and 
Graduate Research Assistants (GRAs) 
have until January 18 to use their personal 
holiday. P&A staff should indicate "PH" 
on their vacation forms, and GRAs should 
e-mail their supervisors indicating their 
personal holiday use. Questions? 'Contact 
Beth Nelson at 6-8042. 

• Research Fellow Staff. All ICI Research 
Fellow~ have been invited to request a 
review for promotion to Senior Research 
Fellow. January 15 is the deadline for pro
viding written notification to Beth Nelson 
in 107 Pattee Hall. 

• Mileage Allowance. Effective January 1, 
2010, the mileage allowance for personal 
vehicle use on approved University busi
ness decreased from 55 cents per mile to 
50 cents per mile. 

• Institute Council Update. The Institute 
Council met January 12 and among the 
topics discussed were the upcoming ICI 

Miscellaneous 
• New Art in Pattee Hall. New artwork 

by both children and adults with disabili
ties is now on exhibit in Pattee Hall and 
will remain on display until April. These 
works were created by artists associated 
with Artshop, a small business owned by 
arts instructor Danelle Griner. See more 
about Artshop at http:/ /artshoptherapy. 
com. To inquire about purchasing art in 
this exhibit, please contact Danelle at 651-

, 698-2859 or dmgriner3@aol.com. 

• CEED Offers Winter/Spring Online 
Courses. The College's Center for Early 
Education and Development (CEED) 
is taking registrations for its winter/ 
spring 2010 session of online courses. 
Continuing education certificates can be 
earned, and CEED courses are also newly 
approved for credit for members of the 
International Childbirth Education 
Association. Among the courses are 
"Supporting Stressed Young Children 
Through Relationship-based Teaching," 
"Introduction to Infant Mental Health," 
"Premature Babies and Their Parents: 
Information and Insights for Early 
Intervention Personnel," and "Bridging 

visioning/strategic planning retreat; pos
sible effects of the state budget shortfall 
on the University, College and ICI; the 
relationship between ICI and CEED; 
updates on the Community Advisory 
Council, the Certificate in Disability Policy 
and Services, and the Minnesota LEND; 
and possible temporary changes in staff 
award programs at the ICI, College and 
University levels. 

• ICI and College Ustserv Changes. The 
listserv addresses for the College ofEduca
tion and Human Development (CEHD) 
have changed. To send a message to all 
ICI staff, email cehd-ici@lists.umn.edu. 
Announcements to CEHD staff go to cehd
announcements@lists.umn.edu. For more 
list changes and to manage your subscrip
tions, visit http://intranet.cehd.umn.edu/ 
Tech/ docs/ mailinglists/ . 

Education and Mental Health." FFI, visit 
www.cehd.umn.edu/ ceedorcontact 
Karen Anderson, at 612-625-6617 or 
ander352@umn.edu. 

• Latin@ Community Forum. The 
University-Community Partnerships for 
SocialJustice Forum will be held January 
22, 1-4 p.m., St. Paul Student Center The
atre, and will feature two accomplished 
Latin@ scholars working at the Univer
sity of Miami and Georgia State Univer
sity. They will discuss the social justice 
foundations of their work and present 
examples of partnerships with immigrant 
Latin@ communities affected by issues of 
domestic violence, structural poverty, and 
immigration. This event is free and open 
to the public, but registration is required. 
FFI and to register, visitwww.idvaac.org. 

• Birthdays. Derek Nord (1/20), 
Vi-Chen Wu (1/ 27), Susan O'Nell 
(1/30), Kristin Dean (1/ 31), Mark 
Olson (2/2), Whitney Sharpe (2 / 8), and 
Debra Albus (2/ 13). Did we miss your 
birthday? Let us know! Call 4-2380 or 
e-mail kuro0008@umn.edu. 

Bits & Pieces 
Information on New Publications and Web Sites 

• New Publications. The following new 
ICI publications are available: 

- Using Growth for Accountability: Consider
ations for Students with Disabilities (Policy 
Directions 21January 2010). Published 
by ICI's National Center on Educational 
Outcomes (NCEO) and available on the 
Web at www.cehd.umn.edu/nceo/ 
OnlinePubs/ Policy211P0licyDirections21. 
pdf. 

- ICI Publications Catalog (Fall/Winter 
2009·2010). Available from the Publica
tions Office and online at http://ici.umn. 
edu/ productsfdocslICCFeatured_ 
Publications_ Ca talog.pdf. 

• Short URLs. Need to shorten your URL 
for easy recall and/or printing? Check out 
the new z.umn.edu shortening service 
offered by the College of Liberal Arts to 
anyone at the University of Minnesota. 
Visit https:ll z.umn.edu/ introduction.php. 

• Web Updates. The Products and the 
Projects + Centers sections of ICI's Web 
site were both updated recently. Among 
other things, products were added, 
project descriptions and staff lists were 
updated, and older items were archived. 
FFI, visit http://ici.umn.edu and click on 
"Products" or "Projects + Centers." 

• Publications for Conferences, Meet
ings, Classes. The ICI Publications Of
fice (109 Pattee) has a wealth of publica
tions for staff to share at conferences and 
meetings, as well as in classes. Some of 
those you may want to consider tak-
ing with you are Impact issues on these 
timely topics: 

- Enhancing the Quality and Coordina
tion of Health Care for Persons with 
Chronic Illness and/or Disabilities 

- Disaster Preparedness and People with 
Disabilities 

- Supporting Success in School and 
Beyond for Students with Autism 
Spectrum Disorders 

Stop in 109 Pattee for copies, or contact 
Libby at 624-6347. 

• FYI Deadline. Items for the next 
FYI should be submitted to Tom 
(donag003@umn.edu) by Tuesday, 
February 9. 


