
December 16, 2009 

Pop Quiz: Who Advises lei? 
Here's your chance to test your knowledge about the Institute on Community Integra
tion (lCI). But it's the Holiday Season so this quiz will be easy. We ask three questions 
for you to ponder for a few seconds (you could even quiz your office/cube mates), and 
then supply the answers. Ready ... Set... Go! 

Q: What is the name of the ICI-wi,de advisory group comprised of people from 
"the community"? 
A: The Community Advisory Council (CAC for short). 

Q: What does the CAC do? 
A: The CAC is a funnel through which community input flows into ICI activities. The 
CAC meets five times a year with a designated set of topics of discussion for each 
meeting, during which members offer their observations, information about trends 
and needs, best practices, and concerns related to each topic. ICI leadership then 
incorporate their input into our work. For example, CAC input led to expansion of ICI 
research and evaluation efforts in the area of employment and people with disabilities. 
In another example, the CAC influenced Direct Support training by suggesting several 
topics that are now courses offered by our College of Direct Support, such as autism. In 
2010, the Council will review ICI's approach to early childhood services and interven
tion, special education, and self-directed services. 

Q: How many people are on the CAC and who are they? 
A: There are 22 CAC members chosen based on their unique experiences with directing 
or using disability-related services. As the list shows, they come from a wide variety of 
backgrounds and perspectives: Barbara Case (Minnesota Department of Education, 
family member); Shelly Christensen (Jewish Family and Children's Service of Minneap
olis, parent); Pattianne Demaray (parent); Anonietta Giovanni (graduate of "Partners 
in Policymaking," parent); Marge Goldberg (lCI Consultant, parent); Brenda Goral 
(Opportunity Partners); Sherry Gray (University of Minnesota Hubert H. Humphrey 
Institute of Public Affairs, family member); Richard Grimm III (self-advocate); Heidi 
Hamilton (Minnesota Department of Human Services, Aging and Disability Services 
Division); David Hancox (Metropolitan Center for Independent Living, family mem
ber); Donna Johnson (University of Minnesota Office of Disability Services); Kim 
Keprios (Arc Greater Twin Cities, family member); Darren Kermes (Minnesota River 
Valley, Special Education Cooperative); Julianne Leerssen (Jordan New Life Hub); An
nis Lorenzo-Clark (parent); Todd Monson (Hennepin County Human Services); Bob 
Niemiec (Minnesota Employment Training & Technical Assistance Center, Griffin
Hammis Associates, LLC); Bud Rosenfield (Minnesota Disability Law Center); Robin 
Sommer (Olmsted County Developmental Disabilities); Barb Sorum (Minnetonka 
Public Schools, parent); Jesus Villasenor (PACER); Katie Villasenor (Minneapolis Public 
Schools); and Andrea Zuber (Ramsey County Human Services). 

Q: Who are the ICI staff that coordinate the CAe's work, and how can I learn 
more? 
A: They are Amy Hewitt, Beth Fondell, and Carol Ely. FFI about the CAC contact Beth at 
fond0030@umn.edu or 612-624-6830. 

Update 
• Staff Hires: Whitney Sharpe, Student 

Support, NCRRC; and Emma 
Broderick, Temporary Employee, 
School-Age. Staff Departures: None. 

• Ann Balley, a State Technical Assistance 
Specialist in the Institute's North Central 
Regional Resource Center (NCRRC), 
took on the additional duties of Associate 
Director of the center in mid-October. 
Her new duties include assisting in the 
development of the strategic plan for 
the Regional Resource Center Program, 
convening a conference on "General 
Supervision: The American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act and Fiscal Priority 
Team for the Regional Resource Center 
Program," and assisting the director in 
the day-to-day leadership ofNCRRC. 

• Amy Hewitt testified November 20 at a 
California Assembly workgroup in 
San Francisco about national trends and 
issues in the Direct Support workforce 
and strategies the state could employ to 
improve recruitment and retention of 
Direct Support Professionals. 

• Karen Stout, along with Vicki Hawley 
and Amy Susman-Stillman from ICI's 
partner center CEED, presented "Sup
porting the Babies in the Village: Min
nesota's Family, Friend, and Neighbor 
Statewide Initiatives" at the Zero to 
Three Conference in Dallas, December 5. 

• Jason Altman, Martha Thurlow, and 
Rachel Quenemoen presented at the 
International Dyslexia conference in 
Orlando, November 12-14. Jason also 
presented at the T ASH conference in 
Pittsburgh, November 19-21. 

Dates to Remember ... 
• December 24-25: University Closed 

• January 1: University Closed-

• January 12: ICI Council, 10-12, 118 Pattee 



From the Front Office 
News from I(/'s Administrative Staff 

• Timecard Employees and Their 
Supervisors. Timecards for 2010 will 
be distributed to hourly employees by 
December 31. Note that hourly employees 
are not eligible for holiday pay. Ques
tions? Contact Amy Kurowski at 4-2380. 

• Academic Personal Holiday. All Profes
sional and Administrative (P&A) staff and 
Graduate Research Assistants (GRAs) 
receive an Academic Personal Holiday 
between December 24,2009 and January 

18,2010. P&A staff should indicate "PH" 
on their vacation forms, and GRAs should 
e-mail their supervisors indicating their 
personal holiday use. Questions? Contact 
Beth Nelson at 6-8042. 

• Research Fellows. Information regard
ing promotion to Senior Rese~rch Fellow 
was e-mailed December 10. Research 
Fellows interested in pursuing a promo
tion should notify Beth in writing by 
January 15. 

Miscellaneous ----- - - ---- - - - -

• Rehabilitation Materials. Materials 
from "Family Involvement: Research to 
Practice," a session presented by TATRA 
staff at the National Council on Rehabili
tation Education conference in October, 
are now available on the PACER Web 
site. This session highlighted strategies 
that promoted family involvement in 
the transition and vocational rehabilita
tion processes based on the findings of a 
number of recent studies. FFI, visit www. 
pacer.orgitatra/ pdf/ FamilyInvolvement
Research ToPractice. pdf. 

• Implementing IDEA. The Building the 
LegacylConstruyendo el Legado training 
curriculum was produced by the National 
Dissemination Center for Children with 
Disabilities (NICHCY) at the request of 
the Office of Special Education Programs, 
u.S. Department of Education. The 
curriculum is intended to help all those 
involved with children with disabilities 
understand and implement IDEA 2004, 
the nation's special education law. Many 
modules are available in both English and 
Spanish, and all handouts for participants 
are available in both languages. FFI, visit 
www.nichcy.orglLaws/ IDEAlPages/ 
BuildingTheLegacy.aspx. 

• Family Support Newsletter. KIN E-News 
is a monthly newsletter presented by Fam
ily Support Center on Disabilities: Knowl
edge & Involvement Network (KIN). The 
Family Support Center on Disabilities: 
Knowledge & Involvement Network offers 
a centralized resource on the full range of 

options available to individuals with dis
abilities and their families. FFI, visit www. 
familysupportclearinghouse.orgl 
N ewsletters/ Pages/Defa ult.aspx. 

• Response to Intervention Briefs. The 
National Collaboration for Youth (NCY) 
has published NCY Updates Education 
Policy Recommendations, a report that 
provides updated policy recommenda
tions in regard to the Elementary and 
Secondary Education Act reauthorization. 
The recommendations emphasize services 
that support successful completion of 
high school, including integrated student 
support services, family engagement, 
afterschool and supplemental education 
service programs, mentoring, service
learning, anti-bullying enhancement, 
increasing student attendance, physical 
education and dropout recovery and 
prevention & multiple pathways to gradu
ation. FFI, visit www.connectforkids.orgl 
newslettersl cfk _weekly. 

• Birthdays. Jason Altman (12/ 18), 
Margaret Sullivan (lZ/18), Kelly Meir 
(12 / 19), Mary McEathron (12/ 24),Jane 
Krentz (12/ 24), Xueqin ("Shirley") 
Qian (12/31), Hoang Dinh (1/ 1),]on 
Goldman (1/ 6), John Westerman (1/7), 
Pam Stenhjem (1/ 10), Cara Bailey 
(1/ 10), Becky Lim (1/ 10), and Debbie 
Hansen (1/14). Did we miss your birth
day? Let us know! Call 4-2380 or e-mail 
kuro0008@umn.edu. 

Bits & Pieces 
Information on New Publications and Web Sites 

• New Publications. The following new 
ICI publications are available: 

- Monitoring Mathematics Progress in 
Middle School (RIPM Technical Report 
36, November 2009). Published by ICI's 
Research Institute on Progress Monitoring 
(RIPM) and available on the Web at www. 
progressmonitoring.net/pdfl 
TR36MSMathPM.pdf 

- Cerebral Palsy module (November 2009). 
Published by the College of Direct 
Support, an Internet-based curriculum for 
Direct Support Professionals and man
aged in partnership by MC Strategiesl 
Elsevier and the Institute's Research and 
Training Center on Community Living. 
Available on the Web at http://info. 
collegeofdirectsupport.coml gol 
curriculuml courses/. 

• Journal Article on Character 
Recognition. "Effects of Different Types 
of Chinese Characters on the Ability of 
Character Recognition for Chinese Chil
dren," co-authored by ICI's Yi-Chen Wu, 
appears in the Internationalfournal of 
Learning, 16(7),155-172. It can be found 
on the Web at http:// ijl.cgpublisher. 
com/ product/pub.30/prod.2266. 

• "Products" and "Projects + Centers" 
Updates. The "Products" and the "Proj
ects + Centers" sections of the Institute's 
Web site are both being updated. Such 
updates happen three times a year and 
the Winter 2010 update is in progress. 
Project directors and coordinators 
whose projects are posted on these Web 
pages have received notification in their 
mailboxes and/ or via e-mail and should 
review their project descriptions for ac
curacy and currency. New projects that 
do not appear in the Projects + Centers 
Web pages - or new products that do not 
appear in the Products pages - should 
be added at this time. This information 
is due to Tom Donaghy at donag003@ 
umn.edu by Wednesday, December 23. 

• FYI Deadline. Items for the next 
FYI should be submitted to Tom 
(donag003@umn.edu) by Friday, 
January 8. 


