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II Accessing the World" is Theme of 
1(1 Kickoff on November 17 
"Accessing the World" is the theme of the 2009 Institute on Community Integration 
(lCI) Community Kickoff on Tuesday, November 17. This year's Kickoff will be held in 

. the Johnson Great Room at the University's McNamara Alumni Center from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. and will focus on disability work in other countries. 

Among the Kickoff's activities will be the following: 

• Christopher Johnstone, director of ICI's Global Resource Center and Director of 
International Initiatives for the College, speaking on trends in disability services in 
sub-Saharan Africa. 

• A presentation on the Twin Cities-Zambia Disability Connection project at Iel. 

• A poster session by ICI centers and projects showcasing their work. 

• Fun activities with prizes. 

• Introduction of new staff. 

• Award presentations. 

• Remarks by interiQ1 College Dean Jean Quam. 

• The opportunity to have a new professional headshot taken by photographer Leo 
Kim. 

This year, the Institute's Mark Olson will be master of ceremonies at this annual 
event that connects ICI staff and friends, celebrates accomplishments, and shares 
information about the work of the Institute's projects and staff. The Kickoff Committee 
- comprised of Connie Burkhart, Kristi Liu, Laurene Christensen, Melissa Critchley
Rodriguez, Kara Johnspn, Carrie Coslin, and Mark Olson - has been organizing this 
event for the past five weeks. "We are proud of the tradition of Kickoff and we've 
worked hard to make sure this year's event continues to provide the opportunity to 
meet new staff, to reconnect with current staff, and to learn a little about what we all 
are doing," says committee chair Connie. "I reatly appreciate all the hard work of the 
Kickoff Committee every year in organizing this event. It's an important opportunity 
for us all to come together, and I hope everyone at ICI will attend," says ICI Director 
David Johnson. 

E-mail invitations for the Kickoff will be sent out soon. For the third year, Megan 
Dushin and Joelle Tegwen are providing online registration that tracks responses by 
program area. The ICI program area with the most attendees will win a pizza party. 

Projects and centers that are interested in profiling their international activities in 
the poster session should contact Carrie Coslin at coslOOO1@umn.edu or (612) 624-
2097. For other information or questions about the Kickoff, please contact Connie at 
burkh021@umn.edu or (612) 626-8675. 

Staff Update 
• StaifHire: Aaron Geise, GRA, Transi

tion. Staff Departure: Ryan Sharpe, 
Student Support, NCRRC. 

• On October 1, funding for ICI's North 
Central Regional Resource Center was 
renewed for five years with a $6.3 mil
lion grant from the U.S. Department of 
Education, Office of Special Education 
Programs. Mike Sharpe is the Principal 
Investigator. 

• Three ICI staff presented at Minnesota's 
National Disability Mentoring Day 
(DMD) event in Duluth on October 13. 
Chris Bremer spoke to young adults 
with disabilities about how to exer-
cise their right to vote; Joe iunmons 
presented strategies young people with 
learning disabilities can use to succeed in 
the workplace; and Sharon Mule spoke 
to parents about focusing and build-
ing on students' strengths to enhance 
employability. They, along with Ann 
Mavis, also participated on the planning 
committee for the day and for the na
tional DMD 10th Anniversary Celebra
tion also held in Duluth. 

• The Minnesota Governor's Council on 
Developmental Disabilities recognized 
Sherri Larson for her five years of 
service on the council at an October 7 
recognition event for outgoing members. 

• On October 12, AoIin Xie successfully 
defended her master's thesis and will 
graduate in November with her M.A. 
in Quantitative Methods in Education 
(QME) from the Department ofEduca
tional Psychology. She will continue in 
the Ph.D program in QME. 

Dates to Remember .•. 
• October 16: Pizza Forum, 12-1, 118 Pattee 

• October 28: Brown Bag for New Supervisors, 
12-1, 118 Pattee 

• November 3: ICI Council, 10-12, 118 Pattee 



From the Front Office 
News from I(/'s Administrative Staff 

• Community Fund Drive. The 2009 
Community Fund Drive, the University's 
annual drive to raise funds for local non
profit organizations, began October 1 and 
ends October 31. This year, the University 
aims to raise $1.25 million and to increase 
participation among University employees 
in the fund drive. For further information, 
visit the CFD Web site at www.umn.edu/ 
cfd. Questions? Contact: Amy Kurowski 
(lead), 102 Pattee, kuro0008@umn.edu, 
4-2380; Cara Bailey, 111B Pattee, clbai
ley@umn.edu, 4-0722; Chris Bremer, 6 
Pattee, breme006@umn.edu, 5-7595; 

M iscella neous 

• Arts and Disability Symposium at 
Weisman. Registration for ICI's first Sym
posium on the Arts & Disability on Oct 30 
at the Weisman Art Museum is filling fast. 
Visit http://ici.umn.edu/art/symposium. 
html for more information and to see if 
registration is still open. Also, the commit
tee is seeking 6-8 volunteers to assist at 
the symposium with the registration table, 
Q&A microphones, audiovisual technol
ogy, and food services. Please contact 
Megan at dushiOO1@umn.edu or 6-8649 
if you're interested in helping out. 

• Parents as Leaders Curriculum. A 
new leadership training curriculum helps 
empower parents of children with dis
abilities to advocate for change in their 
communities. The Parents as Collaborative 
Leaders curriculum (2009), a project of the 
University of Vermont and PACER, is now 
available as 10 PowerPoint modules on 
the Parents as Collaborative Leaders Web 
site at www.uvm.edu/-pcl/modules.php. 

• NCWD/Youth Updates Website. The 
National Collaborative on Workforce and 
Disability for Youth (NCWD/Y outh) has 
updated its Web site, www.ncwd-youth. 
info!' The updated site offers new content 
areas on what all youth need with specific 
emphasis on youth with disabilities. 

• "My Great Story." The National Down 
Syndrome Society (NDSS) has unveiled 
a new public awareness campaign, "My 
Great Story," to honor and celebrate the 

Laurene Christensen, 202D Pattee, 
chri1010@umn.edu, 4-5832; Karen Stout, 
6 Pattee, stout010@umn.edu, 4-5708; or 
Doug Roberts (CEHD lead), 211D Burton, 
droberts@umn.edu, 5-1075. 

• Institute Council Update. The Institute 
Council met October 6 and among the 
topics discussed were College budget 
issues and plans and their impact on ICI, 
the upcoming ICI new-hire brownbag and 
new-supervisor brown bag, reconstitution 
of the ICI HR Workgroup, pending and 
received grants at IC!, space needs ofICI 
staff, and the upcoming Kickoff. 

400,000 Americans with Down syndrome. 
The My Great Story campaign seeks to 
ignite a new way of thinking about people 
with Down syndrome by showcasing and 
collecting inspirational stories told by 
people with Down syndrome, as well as 
their family members, friends, colleagues, 
employers, and many others. These 
stories will be displayed in an online 
storybook for the next 12 months. FFI, 
visit www.ndss.org. 

• Accessibility Conference. "Accessing 
Higher Ground: Accessible Media, Web 
and Technology Conference for Educa
tion, for Businesses, for Web and Media 
Designers," presented by the University of 
Colorado's Disability Services in Boulder, 
November 10-14, focuses on the imple
mentation and benefits of Assistive Tech
nology in college for people with sensory, 
physical, and learning disabilities. The 
keynote speaker is T.V. Raman, Research 
Scientist, of Google, Inc. FF!, visit www. 
colorado.edu/ ATconference!. 

• Birthdays. Brian Abery (10/17), Ross 
Moen (10/18), Megan Dushin (10/22), 
Nathan Perry (10/27). Ann Mavis 
(11/4), Michael Molenaar (11/6), Kelly 
Nye (11/10), Jean Ness (11/14), and 
Ruth Berman (11/15). Did we miss your 
birthday? Let us know! Call 4-2380 or 
e-mail kuro0008@umn.edu. 

Bits & Pieces 
Information on New Publications and Web Sites 

• New Publications. The following new 
ICI publications are available: 

- Characteristics of States , Alternate Assess
ments Based on Modified Academic Achieve
ment Standards in 2008 (NCEO Synthesis 
Report 72, September 2009). Published 
by the Institute's National Center on 
Educational Outcomes (NCEO) and 
available on the Web at www.cehd.umn. 
eduINCEO/OnlinePubs/Synthesis72/ 
Synthesis72. pdf. 

- Accessibility Principles for Reading Assess
ments (September 2009). Published by 
National Accessible Reading Assessment 
Projects, of which the Institute's Partner
ship for Accessible Reading Assessment is 
a member. Available on the Web at 
www.narap.info/publications/ 
NARAPprinciples.pdf. 

• Transition Report With ICI Author. 
Systematic Reviews of Research: Postsecond
ary Transitions - IdentifYing Effective Mod
els and Practices, co-authored by Jeffrey c. 
Valentine, Amy S. Hirschy, Chris Bremer 
of ICI, Walter Novillo, Marisa Castellano, 
and Aaron Banister, was published by 
the National Research Center for Career 
and Technical Education in Louisville, 
Kentucky in September. Available on the 
Web at http://136.165.122.102/ 
UserFiles/File/pubs/Valentine_ 
Postsecondary_Transitions. pdf. 

• Microenterprise Information on 
QualityMall.org. The ICI Web site 
QualityMall.org has opened a new 
"department" on micro enterprises -
small companies usually owned and 
operated by one person. Microenter
prises offer people with disabilities 
career opportunities that make use of 
their talents and interests by owning 
and running their own businesses. The 
Microenterprise section of Quality Mall 
(http://qualitymall.org! directory/dept!. 
asp?deptid=79) showcases a number of 
resources about forming and supporting 
microenterprises, as well as profiles of 
microenterprises. 

• FYI Deadline. Items for the next 
. FYI should be submitted to Tom 
(donag003@umn.edu) by Monday, 
November 9. 


