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ICI Co-'Hosts Arts & Disability Symposium 
at Weisman Art Museum, October 30 
An engaging symposium focusing on strengthening opportunities for children, youth and 
adults with disabilities to participate in the arts will be held at the University's Weisman 
Art Museum on October 30. "Changing Landscapes: Symposium on the Arts & Disabili
ty" is being sponsored by a coalition of University and community organizations to bring 
together artists with disabilities, disability service providers, arts instructors, arts advo
cates, University faculty/staff/students, and others from around the state to share ideas 
for supporting and increasing involvement of individuals with disabilities in the arts. 

"We're really excited about this event," says symposium co-coordinator Megan Dushin. 
"Bringing together such great talent and speakers is sure to spark new ideas and new di
rections. We have a nationally-known keynote speaker, Tom di Maria, who is director of 
Creative Growth Art Center (http://creativegrowth.org) in Oakland, California. They're a 
leader in fostering and exhibiting creativity by artists with disabilities internationally. We 
also have experienced panelists including arts faculty, our program partners, and artists. 
And we'll have several exhibits on campus by Minnesota artists with disabilities." 

Funded by two grants to the Institute on Community Integration (ICI), the symposium 
is being co-sponsored by ICI, the Weisman, and Disability Services at the University, 
and by VSA arts of Minnesota, Interact Center for the Visual and Perforining Arts, Rise 
Inc., and Partnership Resources Inc. in the community. The tentative agenda for the day 
includes: 

• Keynote Address: Tom di Maria, Creative Growth Art Center. 

• Panel Discussions: 

Focus on Art Education: Art educators in K-12 , University and adult community 
settings talk about their work with people with disabilities. 

Focus on Artists: Artists with disabilities talk about their art work. 

Focus on Community Arts Programming: Representatives from area arts 
programs discuss their models for art programming. 

• Exhibits: Artwork by artists with disabilities on display at the Weisman the day of 
the event, and at locations across campus prior to and following the event, including 
the Quarter Gallery in the Regis Art Center on the West Bank. 

"We are so grateful to our funders and partners for supporting this landmark event," 
says symposium co-coordinator Pat Salmi. "The success of the Changing Landscapes 
exhibits at ICI over the past two years gave us the idea to try to reach a larger audience 
with the message of inclusion in the arts for people with disabilities. Thanks to fund-
ing from the University's Office of the Vice President and Vice Provost for Equity and 
Diversity, and the University's Imagine Fund (supported by a generous donation from the 
McKnight Foundation), as wellas the commitment of all the partners in this project, that 
early idea is becoming a reality." 

The event is free and open to the public, however pre-registration is required. The full 
agenda and registration information will be available in early September at http://ici. 
umn.edu/art or by calling Pat at 6l2-625-9700. 

Staff Update 
• Sta1fHires: Amanda Webster, Coor

dinator, Adult Services; Sharon Mule, 
Coordinator, Transition; andJennifer 
Hodgson, GRA, NCEO. Sta1fDepar
tures: Melissa Crone, GRA, NCEO; 
and Shari Leighton Barr, Coordinator, 
Transition. 

• Jerry Smith ofRTC Media recently 
produced "Journey to Completion: 
Strategies for Success in High School," 
a film for the Minnesota Department of 
Education. The film can be previewed at 
http://rtc.umn.edu/rtcmedia/ 
journeytocompletion/. 

• Matt Bogenschutz, Derek Nord, and 
GRA Kristin Hamre are in Zambia, 
continuing the work that an earlier 
group ofICI staff members started in 
that southern AfriCan country last year. 
Matt, Derek, and Kristin arrived in Zam
bia on August 14 and will remain there 
until September 2. They are recording 
their work with the Twin Cities and 
Zambia Disability Connection on the 
project blog, which also contains posts 
from last year's group, at http:// 
twincitieszambiadisabilityconnection. 
blogspot.coml Web visitors can leave 
comments on the blog. 

• Chris Bremer presented on the Insti
tute's My Voice, My Vote project at the 
National Civic Summit in Minneapolis, 
July 15-17. Kurt Rutzen,]ared Dixon, 
and Chris staffed ICI's display table dur
ing the summit, where over 100 non
partisan organizations showcased their ' 

. ideas, approaches, and tools for civic 
engagement. 

Dates to Remember. .. 
• September 7: Labor Day. University closed 

• September 15: ICI Council, 10-12, 118 Pattee 

• September 18: Pizza Forum, 12-1, 118 Pattee 



From the Front Office 
News from 1(l's Administrative Staff 

• Outstanding Service Award Recipents. 
Congratulations to ICI's recipients of the 
Outstanding Service Awardfor 2009: 
Libby Hallas-Muchow (Publications) and 
Rachel Halvorson (Administration). This 
annual award for Civil Service and Civil 
Service Bargaining Unit staff recognizes 
exemplary efforts and contributions on 
behalf ofIC!. Thank you to those staff 
who took the time to submit nominations 
this year for this important award. Libby 
and Rachel will be recognized at ICI's Fall 
Kickoff in November. 

• Supervisors of GRAs. Information 
regarding the continuation ofGRA 
appointments for the academic year 
(8/31/09-5/30/10) was sent via e-mail 
on August 4 and 5. Deadline for submit
ting information was August 14. Anyone 
hiring new GRAs should contact Beth 
Nelson at 6-8042 immediately. Any GRAs 
leaving ICI should contact Amy Kurowski 
at 4-2380. 

• Academic Vacation Reminder. Just a re
minder that vacation eligible Professional 
and Administrative staff should submit 
vacation forms prior to or immediately 
after taking vacation days. The form is 
online at http://iCi.urnn.edu/intranet/ 
hr.html. Questions? Call Beth at 6-8042. 

Miscellaneous 

• AAHD Scholarship Program. The 
American Association on Health and Dis
ability (AAHD) recently announced the 
creation of its 2009 AAHD Scholarship 
Program to support students with dis
abilities who are pursuing higher educa
tion. Preference will be given to students 
who plan to pursue undergraduate/gradu
ate studies in the field of public health, 
health promotion, or disability studies, 
including disability policy and disability 
research. Royalties from the Disability and 
Health Journal will fund the first year of 
the AAHD Scholarship Program. FFI, visit 
www.aahd.us and click on "Scholarship 
Program." 

• Regents Scholarship Policy Changes. 
Effective July 2009, the Regents Scholar
ship policy, a tuition benefit program for 
staff who are 75%-100% time employees, 
underwent the following changes: for 
staff completing their first baccalaureate 
degree, the Regents Scholarship will cover 
90% of their tuition; the scholarship will 
cover 75% of tuition for staff enrolled in 
other courses. For complete details, visit 
http://policy.umn.edu/ categorieslhr/ 
policy lRegentsScholarship _pol. cfm. 

• Graduate Assistant Health Insurance. 
Effective September 1, HealthPartners will 
be the provider for the Graduate Assistant 
Health Plan. Current graduate students 
should have received their new health 
insurance packet in the mail by August 15. 
Any GRAs who did not receive their new 
packets should contact the Office of Stu
dent Health Benefits at (612) 625-6936 or 
umgahbo@umn.edu. All eligible graduate 
assistants, trainees, and fellows who wish 
to take advantage of the Graduate Assis
tant Health Plan during fall semester 2009 
must complete the enrollment process by 
September 18 or within 14 days of their 
appointment start date, whichever is ,later. 
For more information, visitwww.shb. 
umn.edu/twincities/ graduate-assistants. 
htm. 

• Arc Convention. The National Conven
tion of the Arc of the United States will 
be held in Pittsburgh, November 11-14, 
2009. FFI, visit www.thearc.orglNetCom
munity /Page.aspx?pid=411. 

• Birthdays. Carrie Nelson (8/19), 
Matthew Hall (8/19), Martha Thurlow 
(8/19), Christopher Johnstone (8/20), 
Meghann Schmidt (8/20), Meghan 
Mason (8/20), Mai Vang (8/23), Naomi 
Scott (8/25), Amy Mayer (9/1), 
Srivdhya Shanker (9/2), Carol Ely 
(9/6), CliffPoetz (9/12),Jerry Smith 
(9/14), Edita Bucinca (9/15), and Kurt 
Rutzen (9/15). Did we miss your birth
day? Let us know! Call 4-2380 or e-mail 
kuro0008@urnn.edu. 

Bits & Pieces 
Information on New Publications and Web Si 

• New Publications. The following new 
ICI publications are available:. 

- Study oj General Outcome Measurement 
(GOMs) in Readingfor Students with 

. Significant Cognitive Disabilities: Year . 
1 (Technical Report 27, August 2009). 
Published by the Institute's Research 
Institute on Progress Monitoring (RIPM) 
and available on the Web atwww. 
progressmonitoring.net/Techreports/ 
TR27SigCog.pdf 

- A Replication ojStatic Use ojSix BriEf 
Middle School Mathematics Measures 
(Technical Report 21, August 2009). 
Published by RIPM and available on the 
Web atwww.progressmonitoring.net/ 
pdf/TR2IMSMathStatic.pdf. 

• Brief on Transition to College. Shari 
Barr, Joe Timmons, and Chris Opsal of 
the Institute on Community Integration 
(lCD have published a brief for families 
titled "What youth and families should 
know about the transition to postsecoT 

ary education for students with intellec
tual disabilities," available at http:// 
thinkcollege.net/publications. It's pub
lished by the Consortium for Postsec
ondary Education for Individuals with 
Developmental Disabilities, of which 
ICI is a member. The consortium was 
featured in a u.s News and World Report 
article, "College is Possible for Students 
with Intellectual Disabilities" last Febru
ary ( www.usnews.com/articles/ educa
tion/2009/02/13/ college-is-possible-for
students-with-intellectual-disabilities. 
htrnl?PageNr=2). 

• 10 in the News - Again! ICI is back in 
the news with the recent launch of the 
Minnesota LEND program; this story 
made news on the College blog and in 
two University outlets. And last month 
Fox 9 News profiled the Institute's Jeffrey 
Nurick as an example of a person with 
a disability finding a job during the 
recession. Watch and read these and 
other news stories at "ICI in the News" 
http://ici. umn.edu/news/ default.html. 

• FYI Deadline. Items for the next 
FYI should be submitted to Tom 
(donag003@umn.edu) by Tuesday, 
September 8. 


