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Pediatrics, 1(1 Partner on New 
Neurodevelopmental Disabilities LEND 
On July 1 the University of Minnesota became home to the state's first-ever federally
funded LEND program (Leadership Education in Neurodevelopmental and Other Related 
Disabilities), coordinated by the Department of Pediatrics and the Institute on Commu
nity Integration (ICI). Funded by a two-year, $900,000 grant from the U.s. Department 
of Health and Human Services, Maternal and Child Health Bureau, to the Department 
of Pediatrics, the Minnesota LEND is an interdisciplinary training program preparing 
future leaders who will serve children with Autism Spectrum Disorders, other neurode
velopmental and related disabilities, and their families in health care, education, human 
services, and policy settings. 

It is estimated that 1 out of every 10 children and adolescents in the U.S. has a neu
rodevelopmental disability (NDD), and Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASDs) are among 
the fastest growing in reported prevalence over the past decade. To respond to the needs 
of these children and their families, the Minnesota LEND will bring together faculty, staff 
and students from 11 disciplines across the University to: 

• Advance the skills of pediatric health and allied professionals to improve health care 
delivery systems for children with ASDs and other NDDs, and integrate services 
from health care, education, and human service agencies. 

• Promote innovative practice models that enhance cultural competency, partnerships 
among disciplines, and family-centered approaches to support. 

• Provide training focused on reducing barriers to early screening, identification, and 
evidence- based interventions in home, school, and community settings. 

"The Minnesota LEND gives our state a great opportunity to help prepare future lead
ers to provide comprehensive services for children with Autism Spectrum Disorders and 
other neurodevelopmentaldisabilities, as well as their families," says Dr. Michael Reiff, 
Minnesota LEND Project Director and Associate Professor of Pediatrics. "Autism and 
related neurodevelopmental disorders are complex and require a strong interdisciplinary 
approach. The funding for this program allows us to be able to work across the University 
to develop and provide that." 

Amy Hewitt, LEND Training Director, notes, "The Minnesota LEND not only provides 
the University with an unprecedented opportunity to provide leadership training in neu
rodevelopmental disabilities to students across many academic disciplines, but to also do 
so in partnership with community organizations such as Gillette Children's Hospital, and 
with families." 

And Joe Reichle, LEND Research Director and Professor of Speech-language-Hearing 
Sciences and Educational Psychology, adds, "The LEND also offers an important oppor
tunity to coordinate research across a number of disciplines and community partners, 
exploring cutting-edge practices that can improve the lives of persons with Autism Spec
trum Disorders and other neurodevelopmental disabilities." 

For more information about the Minnesota LEND visit http://lend.umn.edu, or 
contact Amy Hewitt at hewit005@umn.edu or 612-625-1098. 

Staff Update 
• Staff Hire: Kristin Hamre, GRA, Ad

ministration. Staff Departures: None. 

• Staff from the Institute's National Center 
on Educational Outcomes (NCEO) 
presented at the Council of ChiefS tate 
School Officers National Conference on 
Student Assessment in Los Angeles,June 
21-24. They were Martha Thurlow, 
Jason Alman, Sheryl Lazarus, Ross 
Moen, Christopher Johnstone, and 
Rachel Quenemoen. Sheryl and Jason 
also presented assessment information 
to the South Dakota Department of 
Education and a stakeholder group in 
Pierre, South Dakota, June 15-16. In 
addition, Jason presented at the Region 
3 Parent Technical Assistance Centers 
conference in New Orleans onJune 19. 

• Kurt Rutzen spoke at the listening ses
sions on Minnesota Extended Treatment 
Options (METa) on July 7 in Maple
wood. The meetings, which followed-up 
the ombudsman's September 2008 
report on abuses at METa's crisis center 
and related issues, gave family members 
and guardians of persons receiving 
services at METa, as well as advocates, 
an opportunity to express their concerns 
to the Minnesota Department of Human 
Services' Assistant Commissioner for 
Chemical and Mental Health Services. 

• Ross Moen, Martha Thurlow, and 
Kentaro Kato, a former NCEO GRA' 
co-authored the journal article, "Dif
ferentials of State Reading Assessment: 
Item Functioning, Distractor Function
ing, and Omission Frequency for Disabil
ity Categories," in this summer's issue 
of Educational Measurement: Issues and 
Practice (www3.interscience.wiley.com/ 
journaI/118495101/home). 

Dates to Remember ... 
July 22: Pattee Hall Art Opening, 3-4:15 p.m., 
325 Education Sciences Building 



From the Front Office 
News from I(/'s Administrative Staff 

• Outstanding Service Award. An e-mail 
was sent July 7 inviting nominations for 
this annual award, which recognizes ICI's 
Civil Service and Bargaining Unit employ
ees. Nominations are due to Beth Nelson 
in 107 Pattee Hall by July 31. For more 
information visit http:/ /ici.umn.edu/ 
intranet/ awards.h tml#iciawards. 

Miscellaneous 
• Pattee Hall Art Opening Celebration. 

On July 22, there will be an art opening 
celebration with VSA arts of Minnesota . 
for the new art exhibit in Pattee Hall. 
The program will be at 325 Education 
Sciences Building from 3-4:15 p.m. This 
is an opportunity to learn about VSA arts 
of Minnesota, the Institute's most recent 
arts partner, and the artists they support. 
There will be refreshments and tours of 
the Pattee Hall exhibit will follow the 
program. No need to RSVP. FFI, contact 
Megan Dushin (dushi001@umn.edu)or 
Pat Salmi (salm0054@umn.edu) or visit 
http:/ /ici. umn.edu/ news/ art/. 

• National Council on Disability Meet
ing in. Minneapolis. The National 
Council on Disability (NCD), as part of its 
quarterly meeting, will hear presentations 
about and discussion of transition for 
youth with disabilities at the Minneapolis 
Marriott City Center in Ballroom 3 on 
July 21, 10:30 a.m. until noon. ICI's Joe 
Timmons is among the presenters and 
he'll talk about E-Connect, a mentoring 
program that utilizes electronic com
munication and occasional face-to-face 
meetings to connect high school students 
with employees oflocal companies that 
may have a strong technology compo
nent in their day-to-day operations. The 
meeting is open to the public. FFI, contact 
NCD's Director of External Affairs, Mark 
Quigley, at mquigley@ncd.govor 
202-272-2008. 

• Policymaking Classes Offered. Partners 
in Policymaking, a program created by the 
Minnesota Governor's Council on Devel
opment Disabilities in 1987, is offering 
another round of free classes in policy
making. Classes begin in September and, 
except for December, continue monthly 

• Institute Council Update. The Institute 
Council met on June 16 and among the 
topics discussed were: finalizing a new 
ICI mission statement later this summer, 
planning a late-summer retreat for Prin
cipal Investigators, ICI Website redesign 
status, and collaboration between ICI and 
the U's Disability Services. 

through May 2010. Parents of children 
with developmental disabilities and 
persons with disabilities are encouraged 
to apply. Financial assistance is available 
to class members who need help in paying 
for respite/child care or personal care 
attendant services. All sessions will be 
held at the Marriott Hotel in Bloomington 
near the Mall of America. The applica
tion deadline is July 24. FFI, contact Carol 
Schoeneck at 651-222-7409, ext. 205, or 
cschoeneck@mngts.org or visit www. 
mngts.orglpartnersinpolicymakingl 
index.html. 

• Brief onDiploma Options. An Info
Briiftitled, "Graduation Requirements 
and Diploma Options for Students with 
Disabilities: What Families and Advocates 
Need to Know," (www.ncwd-youth.info/ 
resources_&_Publications/information_ 
Briefs/issue22.html) from the National 
Collaborative on Workforce and Disabil
ity for Youth explores the importance of 
making informed decisions about diploma 
options, understanding the consequences 
of graduating with different types of diplo
mas, and considering these issues early. 

• Postsecondary Resources Online. 
The HEATH Resource Center provides 
resources on postsecondary education for 
individuals with disabilities on the Web at 
www.heath.gwu.edu. 

• Birthdays. Stephanie Evelo (7/18), 
Carrie Coslin (7/20), Sheryl Lazarus 
(7/30), Christopher Rogers (7/30), 
Brooke Nelson (7/31), Diane Halpin 
(7/31), Joelle Tegwen (8/5), Dorene 
Scott (8/8), John Sauer (8/9), Rachel 
Quenemoen (8/10), andJaren Dixon 
(8/15). Did we miss your birthday? Let us 
knowl Call 4-2380 or e-mail kuro0008@ 
umn.edu. 

Bits & Pieces 
Information on New Publications and Web Sites 

• New Publications. The following new 
ICI publications are available: 

- Improving Accommodations Outcomes: 
Monitoring Instructional and Assessment 

. Accommodations for Students with 
Disabilities. (June 2009) Published by the 
Institute's National Center on Educa
tional Outcomes. Available on the Web at 
www.cehd.umn.edu/ nceo/OnlinePubs/ 
AccommodationsMonitoring.pdf. 

- Twin Cities Zambia Disability Connection -
Final Report (May 2009). Published by the 
Institute's Research and Training Center 
on Community Living and available on 
the Web at http://rtc.umn.edu/docs/ 
Zambia_ rep ore final. pdf. 

• New RIPM Reports. The following 
Technical Reports are now available 
from the Institute's Research Institute on 
Progress Monitoring (RIPM): 

- Monitoring Progress of Beginning Writers: 
Technical Features of the Slope (Technical 
Report 25, June 2009). Available on the 
Web at www.progressmonitoring.net/ 
pdf/TR25erlywrit.pdf. 

- Iowa Early Numeracy Indicator Screen 
ing Data: 2008-2009 (Technical Report 
24,lune 2009). Available on the Web at 
www.progressmonitoring.net/ 
RIPMProducts2.html. 

- Iowa Early Numeracy Indicator Srreen 
ing Data: 2007-2008 (Technical Report 
23, May 2009). Available on the Web at 
www.progressmonitoring.net/ 
RIPMProducts2.html. 

- Iowa Early Numeracy Indicator Screen
ing Data: 2006-2007 (Technical Report 
22, May 2009). Available on the Web at 
www.progressmonitoring.net/ 
RIPMProducts2.html. 

- Technical Report 2: Seamless and Flexible 
Progress Monitoring: Age and Skill Level 
Extensions in Math, Basic Facts (Technical 
Report 2, May 2009). Available on the 
Web atwww.progressmonitoring.net/ 
RIPMProducts2.html. 

• FYI Deadline. Items for the next 
FYI should be submitted to Tom 
(donag003@umn.edu) by Monday, 
August 10. 


