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Making the Connection: 
ICI Aims to Keep Students in College 
Postsecondary education offers career opportunities and higher salaries to most gradu
ates, but college students' persistence toward a degree has been an ongoing challenge. 
Studies show that only about one-third of high school graduates who enter college 
directly from high school earn a college degree, with dropout rates among first-year 
students in community colleges over 40 percent. Aiming to improve college graduation 
rates, on March I , the Institute on Community Integration (lCI) and the University's 
Department of Educa~ional Psychology launched "Making the Connection: Engaging and 
Retaining Young Adults in Postsecondary Education," a two-year research project funded 
by a $727,237 grant from the Institute for Education Sciences (IES). 

Making the Connection will study the feasibility of adapting Check & Connect - a K-12 
school engagement intervention developed at ICI - to community college settings with 
students ages 18-30. Check & Connect is one of 22 dropout prevention interventions 
rated by the U.S. Department of Education's What Works Clearinghouse and the only 
rogram found to have strong evidence of positive effects for staying in school. 
This postsecondary intervention will be developed with Minneapolis Community and 

Technical College in Minnesota and Jefferson Community and Technical College in 
Louisville, Kentucky. The choice of setting is no accident: Community and technical 
colleges cater largely to non-traditional students who face p~rticular challenges, includ
ing previous negative educational experiences, lack of preparation for postsecondary 
education, higher incidences of poverty, and greater family responsibilities. If Check & 
Connect can succeed in community and technical colleges, it may succeed throughout 
postsecondary education. 

The project has five steps: 

1. Review Check & Connect's application in secondary settings. 

2. Analyze the policy, administrative, and organizational processes at the two com
munity and technical colleges that need to be considered when adapting Check & 
Connect to postsecondary settings. 

3. Analyze how the social, behavioral, and academic expectations for students in 
community and technical colleges differ from expectations of secondary education 
students. 

4. Integrate the findings of #2 and #3 into a modified Check & Connect model for 
postsecondary settings. 

5. Implement and evaluate the Check & Connect postsecondary intervention at the test 
sites and then revise. 

"President Obama has called for every American to pursue some form of education 
~eyond high school," said Karen Stout, Project Director. "Finding ways to help non

;'aditional college students and others access and finish community college will bring us 
closer to that dream." 

Making the Connection's Principal Investigator is David R. Johnson, Director of ICI, 
along with Sandy Christensen and Jean Ness as Co-Principal Investigators. FFI about the 
project, contact Karen at 612-624-5708 or stoutOlO@umn.edu. 

Update 
• StafJHire: Margaret Sullivan, GRA, 

Adult Services. StafJDepartures: None. 

• Jason Altman and Martha Thurlow 
presented at the Association of Test 
Publishers Annual Conference in Palm 
Springs, California, February 22-25. 

• Joe Timmons and Chris Bremer co
authored a chapter in A Counselor's Guide 
to Car.eer Assessment Instruments (5th 
ed.), published by the National Career 
Development Association in January. Joe 
also presented at the Learning Disabili
ties Association annual conference on 
February 26 in Salt Lake City and at the 
Transporting Students with Disabilities 
& Preschoolers National Conference & 
Exhibition on March 1 in Indianapolis. 
Shari Barr and Joe are now part of the 
Consortium for Postsecondary Education 
for Individuals with Developmental Dis
abilities, where they will edit the Think 
College! newsletter, put together research 
briefs, and assess postsecondary pro
grams for inclusion on the Think College 
Web site at www.thinkcollege.net. 

• On February 2-4, RTC's Pat Sahni, Sherri 
Larson, and Matt Bogenschutz helped 
organize a train-the-trainer session on 
the Healthy Lifestyles for People with 
Disabilities curriculum. This training is 
part of a physical activity and nutrition 
training project that RTC is doing as part 
of its contract with the developmental 
disabilities division of Ramsey County 
Community Human Services. 

Dates to Remember ... 
• March 19: Community Advisory Council, 

4:30-7:30 p.m., Minnesot.a Room, McNamara 
Center 

• March 20: University Closed 

March 27: Pizza Forum, 12-1, 118 Pattee 

• April 14: ICI (ouncil, 10-12, 118 Pattee 



From the Front Office 
News from 10'5 Administrative Staff 

• P&A Vacation Automation. The March 
~Slh paycheck for P&A staff will reflect 
vacation balances as shown in the vaca-
I ion aulomation in PeopleS oft. 

• P&A Merit/Performance Review. 
Illformation and materials for the P&A 
Meril/Performance Review were dissemi
naled via e-mail on March 5. Materials are 
due to Amy Kurowski in 102A Pattee Hall 
by April 13. 

• Research Associates. Formal review 
requests for promotion to Senior Research 
Associate are due in writing to Beth 
Nelson in 107 Pattee Hall by March 31. 
Intorm:ltion was e-mailed to Research 

Miscellaneous 

• Reflection Groups. Two upcoming Re
flection Groups for the Institute's Certifi
cate in Disability Policy and Services are 
open to ICi staff and interested others. On 
March 26, Marijo McBride will present on 
"In the Service of Life." On April 2, Carol 
Ely will present on "Sexuality and Disabil
ity." Both presentations will be held at 215 
Peik Hall from 3:15-4:15 p.m. FFI, contact 
Marijo at 612-624-6830 or mcbriOO1@ 
umn.edu. 

• PACER Benefit Concert. On May 2, pop 
icons Frankie Valli & the Four Seasons will 
perform a benefit concert for PACER Cen
ter at the Minneapolis Convention Center. 
The program begins at 6 p.m. with a 
reception, auctions, a program emceed by 
local television announcers Frank Vascel
lara and Amelia Santaniello, the concert, 
and a patron party. FFI, visit www.PACER. 
org. 

• Toronto Summer Institute. The 
Toronto Summer Institute on Inclusion, 
sponsored by Inclusion Press, Inclusion 
Network, and the Marsha Forest Cen
tre Oack Pearpoint, Lynda Kahn, and 
colleagues) will be held July 11-16 in To
ronto. This event brings together leaders 
and innovators in inclusion fram around 
the world. FFI visit www.inclusion.com/ 
inclusionnetwork.html. 

• Nursing Home Relocation Conference. 
"Options Too: Nursing Home Relocation 
101" is an all-day conference, held in St. 

Associates and their supervisors on 

February 17. 

• P&A Appointment Information for 
2009-2010. The process for determining 
P&A appointments for 2009-2010 will 
begin soon. Current P&A appointments 
end onJune 7. 

• Institute Council Update. The Institute 
Council met March 10 and discussed 
ADD reporting, ICI mission statement 
revision, P&A performance reviews, a hir
ing update, the CEHD budget ~tatus, and 
possible grant opportunities through the 
federal economic stimulus package. 

Paul on April 24, that will feature panel 
discussions on nursing home relocation 
and resources. The audience will be hospi
tal and nursing home social workers, nurs
ing home relocation specialists, nursing 
home administrators, and county staff. 
CEUs are available. Attendance is limited 
to 100 people. Registration deadline is 
April 13. FFI, contact Betty Culver at 
annr@mcil-mn.org or 651-603-3026. 

• Comprehensive Plan for People with 
Disabilities. On January 20, President 
Obama announced the new Administra
tion's four-part disability agenda: provide 
educational opportunities to Americans 
with disabilities; end discrimination and 
promote equal opportunity; increase 
the employment rate of workers with 
disabilities; and support independent, 
community-based living. The plan also 
has a statement on the Administration's 
vision for Autism support. FFI, visit www. 
whitehouse.gov / agenda/ disabilities/. 

• Birthdays. Amy Kurowski (3/17), Chris 
Bremer (3/19), Sarah Scholin (3/20), 
Lori Sedlezky (3/25), Angela Amado 
(3/26), Lee Cain (3/26), Mike Sharpe 
(3/27), KaraJohnson (3/29), Catherine 
Kelly (4/6), Adam Lekwa (4/12), Megan 
DeGrande (4/15), and Jeffrey Nurick 
(4/15). Did we miss your birthday? Let us 
know! Call 4-2380 or e-mail kuro0008@ 
umn.edu. 

Bits & Pieces 
Information on New Publications and Web Site 

• New Publications. The following new 
ICi publications are available: 

- NeEO Technical Report 51: An Analysis 11' 
Accommodations Issues from the Standards 
and Assessments Peer Review (December 
2008). Published by the Institute's 
National Center on Educational Out
comes (NCEO) and available on the Web 
at http://cehd.umn.edu/nceo/ 
OnlinePubs/Tech51/index.htm. 

- NeEO Special Report: Thinking About the 
Students Who May Qualify to Participate ill 
An Alternate Assessment Based on Modified 
Academic Achievement Standards (AA
MAS): A Tool for Study Groups (December 
2008). Published by NCEO and available 
on the Web at http://cehd.umn.edu/ 
·nceo/OnlinePubs/ AA-MAStool.htm. 

- NeEO Brief: Trends in the Participation 
and Performance of Students with 
Disabilities (November 2008). Published 
by NCEO and available on the Web at 
http://cehd.umn.edu/nceo/OnIinePubs l 

TrendsBrief/trends _ brief.htm. 

• Web Developer Discussion. Going to 
MinneWebCon (the University's annual 
Web conference) on April6? Come 
share insights, tips, "aha" moments, and 
possible ideas for implementing what 
you learned with ICi colleagues. Come 
to listen or add to the post-conference 
discussion on April 7, 1-2 p.m. in 118 
Pattee Hall. No need to RSVP. FFI, 
contact Megan Dushin at dushiOOl@ 
umn.edu. 

• College Blog Submissions. Tom 
Donaghy is now ICI's contact for submit
ting items to Inside/Out, the College's 
blog at http://blog.lib.umn.edu/cehd/ 
insideoutl. This is an opportunity to 
share what is happening at the Institute 
with a wider audience on campus. Please 
send blog submissions on publications, 
presentations, awards received, new 
projects, and media mentions to Tom at 
donag003@umn.edu. 

• FYI Deadline. Items for the next 
FYI should be submitted to Tom 
(donag003@umn.edu) by Thursday, 
April 9. 


